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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate the impact of teaching English literature for EFL
learners on the improvement and development of their performance in Eng-
lish language. The study carried out at Red Sea University, faculty of Arts and
Humanities. The sample consisted of 10 EFL teachers and 30 students who are
majoring in English. The researcher adopted descriptive analytical method for
conducting the study. Two questionnaires were designed; one was responded
by EFL teachers and the second one responded by EFL learners. The data of
the study were presented by using percentage and mean. The study finds out
that teaching English literature to large extent improves the performance of
EFL learners in English language. The researcher recommends that, teachers
should develop effective methods and strategies for teaching English litera-
ture for EFL learners to enhance their performance in English.
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1. Introduction

Teaching English literature has become important and inevitable particularly in

foreign language departments all over the world. Almost all faculties of Arts cur-

riculum include English literature course in which students expose to different

genres of English literature. Hence students have chance to experience English

literature at university. General speaking, literature plays a vital role in enhanc-

ing learner’s ability in language skills. Carter and Long (1991) proves that litera-

ture can be employed in the curriculum to enhance the efficiency of language.
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Therefore, in many countries teaching English literature begins from the early
stage of education at secondary levels and even in other countries from basic level.
This shows the importance of literature in foreign countries. This point was sup-
ported by Zhen (2012: p. 35) who stated that, in many countries today English
literature is a compulsory subject and indispensible subject and important ele-
ments in school curricula. It is an undeniable fact that English literature plays an
important role in English teaching and learning in countries where English is for-
eign language. It is also worth noting that some colleges teach English literature
course for the purpose of familiarizing students with native culture and enter-
tainment but not for linguistic purpose. Li (2011: p. 241) mentions that in Chi-
nese college, English literature is a compulsory and key for English majors. It is
designed not only to help students learn the history of English literature and ap-
preciate its literary works, but also to serve as cultivation of cultural awareness.
Moreover, Tudor (1996) states that a good pedagogic approach for teaching lite-
rature should aim to elicit students response to the text and guiding them to a
personal discovery, thus bringing in them the love, entertainment, enjoyment

and appreciation of literary text.

1.1. Statement of the Problem

Based on the researcher’s experience, he has noticed that EFL students who ex-
posed to English literature perform better than other students who did not ex-
pose to English literature. This study is an attempt to investigate the impact of
teaching English literature on the improvement of EFL learner’s performance in

English language.

1.2. Objectives of the Study

This study aims to:
Show the important of teaching English literature on raising and improving
EFL learner’s performance in English language.

1.3. Questions of the Study

1) To what extent does teaching English literature enhance learner’s ability and
performance in English?
2) How can teachers and instructors exploit teaching English literature to im-

prove learner’s performance in English?

1.4. Hypotheses of the Study

1) To large extent teaching English literature raises, enhances and improves
learner’s ability and performance in English language.
2) Teachers and instructors can use effective teaching methods and materials

for teaching English literature.

1.5. Significance of the Study

The researcher hopes that this study will be of great benefit to EFL University
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learners; it may also help to make both teachers and learners aware of the im-
portance of English literature in improving EFL learner’s language performance.
It is also hoped that the findings and results of the study will be of great value to
syllabus designers and add to the field of applied linguistics and literature.

1.6. Methodology of the Study

The researcher employed descriptive analytical method for conducting the study.
The data collected through two questionnaires which responded by teachers and
EFL learners. The sample of the study consisted of 10 teachers and 30 students
who are majoring in English. The data was analyzed by SPSS programme using

mean, and percentage.

1.7. Limitation of the Study

The topic of the study is limited to investigate the impact of teaching English li-
terature on the improvement of EFL learner’s performance in English. The study
carried out at Red Sea University, faculty of Arts and humanities. The sample of

study consisted of 10 teachers and 30 EFL learners.

2. Literature Review

2.1. The Reasons Why EFL Students Should Study English
Literature

English literature, particularly for EFL learners should be taught and introduced
because it introduces students to some language aspects such as vocabulary items,
culture and different language styles. It also familiarizes students with the con-
cept of how to appreciate English discourse. The study of English literature can
help to improve writing and language usage. Reading and studying English lite-
rature improves the ability to use and write sophisticated English. It improves the
ability to read English with good understanding of different texts. Through read-
ing English literature students can gain insights and develop a sense of thinking
critically. Hill (1986: p. 12) points out that the study of English literature for EFL
learners is necessary because it provides an opportunity to internalize language
in terms of grammatical rules, phrases and vocabulary already learnt can be rein-
forced and at the same time new words and structure are achieved whereas Lazar
(1993: p. 17) proves that literature enriches language in put in English class room
and stimulate learning by providing meaningful and memorable contexts for pro-
cessing and interpreting new language. Widdowson (1986: p. 33) states that, teachers
use literature in teaching English so that they can broaden student’s knowledge

as well as improving language and cultural awareness.

2.2. Importance of Teaching Literature for EFL Learners

Teaching literature in foreign language situation greatly is important, because it
helps learners to improve other language skills. As for native speakers, it is useful

for them to come across to different style and authors and this does not mean
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that literature in native situation has nothing to do with the linguistic develop-
ment. Native students particularly who interested in literature may benefit from
studying literature for writing in the future. Sanju shows that literature plays a
vital role in teaching the four language skills of reading, writing, listening and
speaking. He adds that when using literature in the language class room, skills
should be taught not in isolation but rather integrative. Teachers should try to
teach basic language skills as integral part of oral and written language. Litera-
ture can be used as a means of creating both referential and interactional mean-
ing, not merely as an aspect of the oral and written production of words, phrases
and sentences. Literature enriches learner’s vocabulary and language input. Zhen
(2012: p. 37) mentions that literature is the key in teaching foreign language.
Reading and studying literature involves language learning. Literature is essen-
tial part of EFL curriculum and syllabus because it expands learner’s knowledge
about the language. Learning literature helps students to learn different forms of
language. The study of literature facilitates language learning, it has the power to
create different opinions among learners in the class room. Literature teaching
provides plenty of linguistic materials which can be exploited for enhancing the
level of students in the language. It also enables learners to know much about
native culture and humanity. Based on what mention above, currently teaching
literature has been popular and inevitable in English language teaching situation.
Akyel and Yaclin (1990: p. 175) show that in teaching literature teachers should
aims to broaden students’ knowledge improve cultural awareness, to simulative
creativity; develop their appreciation of literature and to introduce students to
an educative experience. Thus it is recommended for all teachers who teach lite-
rature to take and exploit the advantages of literature. In addition to, they should

use method that foster and enhance learner’s ability in English language.

3. Method

To conduct this study, the researcher used analytical descriptive method in which
the results of two questionnaires were analyzed and described in terms of pre-
senting it in a table showing percentage based on the respondents of the two ques-

tionnaires.

3.1. Participants

This study was carried at Red Sea University, faculty of Arts and humanities;
hence the sample of study consisted of 30 EFL students who are majoring in Eng-
lish and have studied English literature at the same University. They were chosen
purposively by the researcher to collect valid, reliable and credible data. In addi-
tion10 EFL teachers who teach English literature.

3.2. Instrument of Data Collection and Procedures

The data of this study were collected from two questionnaires; the first was re-

sponded by 30 EFL students who are majoring in English and the second was
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responded by EFL teachers. The two questionnaires were consisted of ten state-
ments in which respondents chose the option that suit their opinions and views.
The statements of the two questionnaires were designed based on some assump-

tions of teaching English literature.

4. Validity and Reliability of the Questionnaires

To obtain the validity and reliability of the questionnaires, the researcher con-
sults experts and teachers for making any modifications. Their comments were
taken into consideration and the researcher made all necessary modifications. The
researcher calculated the reliability coefficient measurement for the questionnaires
using (split-half) method, dividing the answers into two parts, even numbers (2-
4-6...) and odd numbers (1-3-5...). The Pearson correlation coefficient between
the two numbers was calculated. Then the reliability was calculated according to
Spearman-Brown as follows:

Reliabilitycoefficient =

R = Pearson correlation coefficient

The statistical reliability and validity of the two questionnaires

Questionnaire Reliability Validity
Teacher 0.82 0.91
Student 0.75 0.83

As indicated in the above table, the reliability and validity coefficients of both
teacher and student questionnaire are greater than (50%). This shows the high
validity and reliability of the questionnaires. Therefore, it is considered that the

two questionnaires are valid and reliable.

5. Data Analysis, Discussions and Results

The data which were obtained from the two questionnaires will be analyzed and
discussed as follow (Table 1).

From the following table it is shown that the percentage of respondents con-
cerning statements (1 = 73.3%, 2 = 90%, 4 = 73.3% and 7 = 73.3%) were more
than (50%) this indicate that English literature plays a vital role in improving
and enhancing learner’s performance in English. It is also indicated that EFL
students benefit from the instructions of English literature because it improves
their performance (90%). It is also shown that the performance of EFL learners
improve after studying English literature. Moreover, English literature enriches
EFL learner’s vocabulary items.

Following Table 2 indicates the responses and views of teachers who confirm
the impact and important of teaching English literature for improving EFL learn-
er’s performance. As well as enriching learner’s vocabulary items. This is obvious
when noticing the results of respondents of the statements (1- 100%, 3- 100%, 4-
100%, 5- 80% and 6- 100%), which are greater percentages.
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Table 1. Analysis of student’s questionnaire.

No Statements Yes Percentage No Percentage

English literature plays a vital role in

1 . . 22 73.3% 8 26.7%
improving our performance.
I benefit from the instructions of

2 English literature to improve my 27 90% 3 10%
performance in English.
Before I studied English literature my

3 ) ) 20 66.7% 10 33.3%
performance in English was poor.
My performance improved after I

4 R . 22 73.3% 8 26.7%
studied English literature.
English literature did not improve

5 i , 10 33.3% 20 66.7%
my performance in English.
I find difficulties and complexities in

6 i o 17 56.7% 13 43.3%
understanding English literature.
English literature enriched

7 . 20 73.3% 10 26.7%
my vocabulary items.
English literature expanded my

8 10 26.7% 20 73.3%

knowledge in English culture.

Teachers encourage us to read
9 more about English literature 17 56.7% 13 43.3%
to improve our English.

Teachers engage us in an intensive

reading and tasks in English
10 19 63.3% 11 36.7%

literature for the purpose of
improving our English.

6. Findings and Results

After analyzing the responses of the two questionnaires, the researcher reached
to some findings and results. They are shown in the following:

1) Teaching English literature to large extent improves the performance of EFL
learners in English. This was confirmed by the respondents (teachers 100%) which
means; all of the respondents agreed with the point whereas student’s responses
reached (73.3%) indicating that more than 50% agreed with the statement. (Table
1 and Table 2)

2) It is found out through reading English literature students enrich a quire
new vocabulary. This point was supported by the percentage of both respondents;
students (73.3%) and teachers (100%). (Table 1 and Table 2)

3) The results confirmed that students who studied English literature perform
better than those who did not study or read English literature. This point was proved
by the percentage of both respondents; students (73.3%) and (100%) of teacher’s

responses.
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Table 2. Analysis of teacher’s questionnaire.

No Statements Agree Percentage Disagree Percentage

English literature enhances
1 and improves EFL learner’s 10 100% - -
performance in English.

Most of EFL teachers are
aware of the impact of
2 teaching English literature 7 70% 3 30%
on the improvement of
learner’s performance.

EFL students always take the
merits of teaching English

i = 10 100% - -
literature because it improves

their performance.

EFL learners develop and
improve their performance

4 . 10 100% - -
after exposing to

English literature.

Teaching methods and
materials in teaching English
5 literature should be effective 8 80% 2 20%
to improve learner’s
performance.

Teaching English literature
6 enriches learner’s 10 100% - -
vocabulary items.

Teaching English literature
7 familiarizes learners with 7 70% 3 30%

different language styles.

Students who expose to
study English literature
10 100% — —
perform better than students

who do not expose.

Teachers should encourage
students to read as much as

9 . L 7 70% 3 30%
possible English literature to

improve their performance.

English literature is complex
and difficult for learners this

10 . . . 4 40% 6 60%
why it does not improve their

performance.

Recommendations

Based on the above mentioned findings and results, the researcher intends to rec-
ommend the following:

Teachers should encourage students to read more about English literature to
improve their performance in English.

Teachers should engage students in an intensive task in English literature for

the purpose of improving their performance in English.
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Teachers should develop effective methods and strategies for teaching English
literature in a way that enhance, support and improve learner’s performance in
English.
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