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Abstract

The Montreux Document aims to regulate the use of PMSCs by States during
armed conflict, with the aim of promoting respect for international humani-
tarian law and human rights law by PMSCs. Private maritime security com-
panies that contract with shipping companies to engage in anti-piracy acts for
merchant ships may operate in situations where they may shoot pirates indi-
scriminately or torture those who have been subdued. Whether the Montreux
Document adjusts and applies to this, scholars have formed two contrasting
views, starting from the fact that it applies only during armed conflict. This
paper, based on the interpretive perspective, provides a systematic reading of
the purpose, object, scope and content of the Montreux Document, and con-
cludes that although not all provisions of the Montreux Document can be ap-
plied to private maritime security companies, the provisions of the Montreux
Document on good practice can help and promote the business activities of
private maritime security companies. The Montreux Document’s good prac-
tice provisions can help and facilitate the business activities of private mari-
time security companies.
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