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Abstract 
In the era of new media, information technology integrates and develops con-
tinuously. Under the background of new media era, the pattern and path of 
ideological and political education of college students have undergone tre-
mendous changes, which become a crucial study project in the domain of 
ideological and political education. This article focuses on the ideological and 
political education of college students in the new media era as the main re-
search goal, studies the impact of the new media era on ideological and polit-
ical education of college students, and explains the importance of ideological 
and political education, hoping to give some references for future educators. 
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1. Introduction 

With the continuous development of new media, people’s thinking has also been 
affected to a certain extent. The globalization of information brings us many 
benefits and conveniences, but sometimes complicated information also brings 
certain influences and disadvantages to people’s daily work, study and life, espe-
cially for college students. They have strong information collection ability and 
weak discernment, high external integration ability and low internal self-control 
ability. Under the background of complex and changeable social and spiritual 
environment in the new media era, the thinking of college students can be easily 
influenced by the outside complicated world, and poses higher challenges to 
ideological and political education. Therefore, it is necessary and crucial to carry 
out ideological and political education of college students in the era of new me-
dia. This article conducts in-depth research on ideological and political educa-
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tion of college students in the era of new media. 
1) The impact of the new media era on college students’ ideological and 

political education 
a) The Internet age presents severe challenges to ideological and political 

educators 
Our country has always regarded respect for teachers as an important tradi-

tional virtue. Teachers are respected in the eyes of students. Teachers have a 
fairly high right and status to speak in class and after class. Students usually pay 
close attention to class and trust the knowledge taught by teachers in their 
classes. Therefore, they form their own ideological and political thinking in the 
minds of college students. But with the advent of the Internet era, the way of 
college students to seek knowledge has not only been obtained from teachers, 
many students can seek the knowledge on the Internet in a timely manner. Due 
to the development of the Internet, college students in China are exposed to 
more foreign events, which has a certain degree of influence on the thinking of 
college students, including distrust of ideological and political teachers, which 
makes students have a certain degree of resistance to the ideas taught by teachers. 

b) The conviction and influence of the content of university ideological and 
political education are weakened 

He (2014) pointed out some issues in his book “Connotation and Influencing 
Factors of Effectiveness of Ideological and Political Education in Colleges and 
Universities.” The political courses in university are constantly verified by many 
education experts, and through good ideological and political education, college 
students can get better political thinking. However, at this stage, the knowledge 
and information of college students have not only come from their own teachers, 
but also ingested from the Internet. Many students are convinced of the infor-
mation on the Internet. This situation has caused college students to seriously 
affect the knowledge taught by teachers, and the effect of their courses is greatly 
weakened. At the same time, it also wastes the time and energy of students as 
well as teachers. 

c) The Internet era has hit traditional teaching methods 
Nowadays, ideological and political teachers in our country pay more atten-

tion to the traditional teaching model. In the traditional teaching mode, ideo-
logical and political teachers can conduct simple narration, thereby saving 
teachers’ lesson preparation time. However, after receiving the influence of the 
Internet, there will be some changes in students’ thinking. The teacher-directed 
teaching style made students feel bored, and then there was resistance in stu-
dents’ mind. In the development of the Internet era, teachers should change the 
traditional one-way teaching model, and should continue to innovate teaching 
methods, so that students are interested and willing to learn, so as to learn ideo-
logical and political content better. 

2) The importance of ideological and political education of college stu-
dents in the new media era 

Firstly, let college students’ ideology and politics adapt to a more open cultur-
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al environment. China’s education system and environment are completely dif-
ferent from foreign countries. In our society, students receive nine years of 
compulsory teaching, and students complete knowledge learning at school, 
which results in less social experience and a single cultural environment. There-
fore, students feel fresh when they come into contact with the Internet, but be-
cause they do not have rich social experience, they cannot distinguish the infor-
mation on the Internet very well. When students enter the university, they are 
separated from their parents, and students spend more time on the Internet. 
Therefore, college students must receive ideological and political education to 
ensure a good three views (world view, valuable view and life view). 

Secondly, the comprehensive personality of college students should be culti-
vated. When college students enter the society in search of work, employers val-
ue the personality of students, and their personality is an important indicator for 
evaluating a person. As the important high-quality talents for the development 
of our country, college students need to have a comprehensive personality. Not 
only do they have basic cultural accomplishments, but also excellent ideological 
and political ethics. In recent years, there are many students who graduated 
from prestigious universities in China, but their ideological and political literacy 
is poor, which has a serious negative impact on the country. Therefore, it is more 
important to enhance the ideological and political education of college students. 

3) Countermeasures and suggestions for college students’ ideological and 
political education in the new media era 

a) The teacher’s traditional concept and the method of preparing lessons 
should be changed 

Sun (2016) pointed out some issues in his book “Research on the Innovation 
of Ideological and Political Education in Universities under the Internet Era.” In 
China’s social system, teachers often use traditional teaching models to directly 
teach their knowledge in the curriculum. However, in the traditional educational 
model, students will feel too monotonous or bored, and then appear to be in 
conflict. In the current Internet situation, teachers should also change their 
thinking and teaching methods, prepare lessons for students from the perspec-
tive of interest, and then mobilize the enthusiasm of students to listen to classes, 
so that students no longer have resistance to the classroom. 

b) Teaching methods should be innovated and internet teaching platform 
should be built 

Ideological and political education is a relatively long task. While students are 
studying ideological and political courses, they can shape the correct ideas well. 
Yang (2016), in his book named “Re-recognition and development trend of 
learning resources in the era of ‘Internet+’,” believes that in the classroom, 
Therefore, in the teaching of content, teachers should make certain innovations 
and use the Internet to teach, for example, through various social platforms, 
WeChat, Weibo, etc., teachers allow students to learn on platforms of interest, 
but also they have more opportunities for communication and interaction. Stu-
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dents are interested in ideological and political education in the interaction, and 
then students’ ideological development direction should be guided. 

c) An excellent faculty should be built 
Teachers as social pioneers, are a very important factor in ideological and po-

litical education, which requires teachers to have a relatively high comprehensive 
quality. When teaching in the spare time, teachers cannot follow the traditional 
teaching mode in the past, and should actively innovate methods to understand 
students’ inner thoughts, thereby changing their teaching methods. But in actual 
teaching, there is a shortage of excellent teachers in China. Therefore, in the re-
cruitment of teachers, colleges and universities should focus on the quality of 
teachers, innovation awareness, and Internet teaching ability. At the same time, 
during the school period, colleges and universities should organize teachers for 
Internet training, so that teachers can also update Internet knowledge in a timely 
manner. 

2. Conclusion 

The rapid development of the Internet has provided more and more opportuni-
ties as well as benefits for economic development, and it has also brought some 
negative impacts on society. The development of the Internet allows people to 
understand the global culture without leaving home. Under the influence of the 
Internet, college students should keep their thoughts clearly and choose the cul-
ture and information they accept. Only in this way can talents become beneficial 
to the country. As an important pillar of China’s future development, college 
students should have good ideological and political qualities, so as to enable our 
country to develop continuously and efficiently in the future. Therefore, the 
ideological and political education of college students in the new media era is 
particularly important. 
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