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Abstract 
In this era of a world pandemic, when global problems call for joint efforts 
across cultures and countries, establishing a community concerned with hu-
man destiny on the basis of a common moral identity is an urgent matter. 
The moral identity of our species refers to the fundamental moral values that 
are generally recognized by all humans as a species, starting from our biolog-
ical origins and developing ethical contents throughout the long history of 
evolution. The construction of our moral identity as a species helps streng-
then ties and cooperation between countries. This study shall consider the 
intercultural premises for defining a moral identity as a species in the context 
of the current pandemic as a common experience of humans, regardless of 
their culture. It also advocates for strengthening cultural inclusion to ap-
proach a more practical goal, namely practicing the species’ moral identity 
and confronting a common human destiny under global challenges. In con-
clusion, the authors call for establishing specific discourses and strategies to 
improve intercultural respect and reciprocal recognition of our common 
moral identity. 
 

Keywords 
Citizenship, Community of Human Destiny, Moral Identity, Species Moral 
Identity 

 

1. Introduction 

After thousands of years of evolution, humans have developed various moral 
values, ethical principles and religious beliefs with both common and particular 
characteristics. When the unexpected COVID-19 virus struck the world, coun-
tries and governments adopted different measures and policies to fight it, which 
resulted in cultural clashes. Behind the conflicts, there are many questions re-

How to cite this paper: Zhang, Q., & 
Yang, S. G. (2021). Reflections on the Mor-
al Identity of Our Species in the Context of 
the Current World Pandemic. Advances in 
Applied Sociology, 11, 444-452. 
https://doi.org/10.4236/aasoci.2021.119039 
 
Received: June 11, 2021 
Accepted: September 13, 2021 
Published: September 16, 2021 
 
Copyright © 2021 by author(s) and  
Scientific Research Publishing Inc. 
This work is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution International  
License (CC BY 4.0). 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

  Open Access

https://www.scirp.org/journal/aasoci
https://doi.org/10.4236/aasoci.2021.119039
https://www.scirp.org/
https://doi.org/10.4236/aasoci.2021.119039
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Q. Zhang, S. G. Yang 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/aasoci.2021.119039 445 Advances in Applied Sociology 
 

garding morality and ethics for educators to consider. What could we learn from 
both gains and losses during this pandemic, when we are trying to reconstruct a 
new international order and build a community with a common destiny to solve 
the cross-cultural conflicts? That is an urgent task for researchers and educators 
in the field of morality. 

2. Civil Moral Identity in Cultural Conflicts 

1) Forms of cultural conflicts during the pandemic 
The rapid spread of COVID-19 around the world in the past half a year trig-

gers intense cultural conflicts in the following forms:  
First, deeply-rooted social inequalities and economic marginalization have 

deprived a significant number of people in many countries of their necessities. 
In the outbreak of the pandemic, those people, in despair, have had to take risks 
to earn a living by crossing into the neighboring countries. Without the protec-
tion of effective measures, this process broadens the spread of the virus, there-
fore intensifies the conflicts between countries. 

Second, the long-standing perception of individualism in western society 
makes many people ignore the government’s ban, refuse to wear masks and pro-
tective equipment and even gather in mass for demonstrations. That makes the 
epidemic grow out of control in some countries, intensifying the conflicts be-
tween people in the country. 

Furthermore, racism and racial discrimination have led to serious conflicts in 
some countries. In particular, there have been outbreaks, racial discrimination 
and attacks against Asians, Africans and Muslim Arabs in some Western coun-
tries, such as cyberbullying, comments full of racism, irresponsible dissemina-
tion of conspiracy theories concerning epidemic and xenophobic nationalism by 
politicians and leaders in some countries, all of which exacerbates cross-cultural 
conflicts during this period.  

In today’s world, the pandemic is not over, and various forms of cross-cultural 
conflicts are still emerging. The moral problems behind all of those are worth 
deeper reflection on the part of educators and researchers in this area. 

2) Citizens’ moral identity and citizen morality 
Citizenship refers to a country’s population recognized by the law with the 

right to participate in political processes. In recent years, scholars have focused 
their research on citizens’ moral identity, arguing that moral identity can predict 
a citizen’s moral behavior in a culture (Jia & Krettenauer, 2017). However, the 
above proposal is limited to national perspectives, which is quite narrow and 
lacks the overall concern of the global community sharing a common human 
destiny.  

Currently, when COVID-19 is spreading around the world, all governments 
have to take measures against it. However, due to different cultural practices, 
governments adopted different attitudes and measures towards the pandemic, 
which relates to the citizens’ moral identity in their own cultures. The differenc-
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es are worth consideration. As some scholars have pointed out, “From the pers-
pective of philosophy and ethics, the global risk of COVID-19 shows the urgency 
to build the ethical consciousness of the global community of common human 
destiny” (He, 2020).  

The construction of a global community with a common destiny is closely re-
lated to the citizens’ moral identity. Therefore, a moral identity recognized by all 
humans around the world is absolutely necessary for the construction of a hu-
man community. Citizens of every country could advocate for legal, sound and 
just social life, which, from a psychological point of view, is the emotional basis 
of a kind of citizens’ moral identity recognized by all countries and cultures. It is 
also the basic demand for the creation of common moral values for the human 
community (Yang, 2010).  

Citizen morality refers to the appropriate attitude and habits in public life that 
citizens, as members of a society, show to other members of society with equal 
political status (Zhou, 2008). In China, it refers to the moral principles and 
norms that all Chinese citizens should abide by in their social life.  

In October 2019, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
and the State Council jointly issued the “Outline for the Implementation of the 
Moral Construction of Citizens in the New era”, which summed up the basic 
moral norms of Chinese citizens as “patriotic and law-abiding, courteous and 
honest, solitary and friendly, diligent and frugal, dedicated and devoted”. Those 
norms become the core values leading the moral construction of socialist citi-
zens in China. If we think from a global perspective, we find that the core fea-
tures of the citizen morality in China, are also the moral identity that the whole 
world, as a human community of shared destiny, should pursue. In other words, 
citizen morality of one country is also closely related to the citizens’ moral iden-
tity in a community of human destiny. 

3) Moral identity for Perfectionism 
When we take a look at history, we find that both in the East and West, citi-

zens’ moral identity in different countries share some common features. 
In ancient China, philosophers believed that the ultimate goal of human life is 

to pursue perfectionism, in other words, the highest realm of virtue and though-
ts. That was regarded as the most valuable social practice in the world. In the 
Confucian classic The Great Learning, it was said: 

The way of the Great Learning is to show and develop the people’s bright vir-
tue of beauty and goodness within, and make clear away with outmoded con-
ventions and practices, try to make the people with new ideas, and finally reach 
the highest realm of virtue and thoughts. 

Coincidentally, in ancient Greece, Aristotle also believed that all communities, 
in the form of Polis, were set up with the same purpose, that is, to realize perfec-
tionism. He said “the most valuable, noble and authoritative community of all 
the communities, must regard the pursuit of perfectionism as it ultimate goal” 
(Aristotle, 2003). 

The foresight and sagacity of those ancient philosophers 2500 years ago, both 
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in the East and West, is quite enlightening for us today. Those moral norms and 
ethical principles acknowledged by most members in both West and East set up 
the ethical basis for a citizens’ moral identity for the global community of hu-
man destiny. 

Western scholars believe that moral identity can predict people’s moral beha-
vior in Western culture, because moral identity is based on the community’s 
culture. In fact, any nation or cultural identity, has the moral identity advocated 
by its community. By research into the nature of moral identity, it can predict its 
members’ moral behaviors, to most extent. 

In recent years, the Chinese government advocated for “One Belt, One Road” 
to set up a community of shared future. In order to achieve that goal, it advo-
cates for a species moral identity that is recognized and accepted by all human 
across different cultures and nations. 

Species moral identity refers to the fundamental moral values that are gener-
ally recognized by all human as a species starting from its biological origin and 
developing its ethical contents in long history of evolution. If we emphasize spe-
cies moral identity, it leads to togetherness. Reversely, if we emphasize the diffe-
rentiated moral identity, it leads to confrontation. That has been again and again 
proved by human history.  

Although in the complex international context at present, it is quite difficult 
to achieve the proposed moral identity for the human community, many scho-
lars still raised some moral qualities for citizens of human community. For ex-
ample, in America, some put forward the following principles as politeness, 
harmony, honesty, self-control, tolerance, trust, compassion, responsibility, po-
litical effectiveness, cooperativeness, loyalty, courage, respect for the values, 
concern for common good, and other core civic values (Patrick, 1999; Arthur, 
2005). In China, the government has also put forward 24 core values for Chinese 
citizens. Apart from these, no other country or scholar has proposed an overall 
set of principles and values by which all citizens of the human community 
should abide. Even more, the world is still in need of international organizations, 
laws and regulations to support these values. There is still a long way to go to 
build a moral identity unanimously acknowledged by global citizens. 

3. Species Moral Identity and Cultural Inclusion 

1) Connection between moral identity and moral behavior 
Studies in Western moral psychology show the relationship between an indi-

vidual’s moral identity and his moral behavior, believing that, the former is a 
very good predictor of the latter. 

For example, if one regards such moral values like integrity, compassion, fair-
ness, respect, politeness, as the core of his/her identity, he/she will form a strong 
moral identity, which, as a result, pushes him/her to take actions consistent with 
his moral identity. 

Therefore, through an individual’s moral identity, we can predict what actions 
he will take in the context of morality. In other words, moral identity and moral 

https://doi.org/10.4236/aasoci.2021.119039


Q. Zhang, S. G. Yang 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/aasoci.2021.119039 448 Advances in Applied Sociology 
 

behavior are closely related. 
However, the above conception is far from reaching the standard of a moral 

identity for a community of shared future, because it only refers to the perspec-
tive of an individual. Since there is a lack of ethical consciousness for communi-
ties, when faced with problems that can only be solved through the joint efforts 
of all the countries, such as environmental pollution, natural disasters, ecological 
crisis and a pandemic like COVID-19 which broke out in early 2020 and lasts 
until now, it is impossible to take appropriate and unanimous moral actions. 

Some countries have paid a high cost for that, which again, sends the topic of 
setting up a community of shared future into heated discussion. 

2) Possibility of establishing a moral identity for our species 
Although it is not easy to establish a moral identity for a human community, 

it is still possible.  
When studying morality’s cultural orientation, scholars attach great attention 

to how culture helps form some specific thinking patterns and promotes some 
specific moral values (Norenzayan & Heine, 2005). It has been found that there 
may exist universally accepted basic moral principles. However, due to the great 
impact of different countries and cultures on morality, those basic moral prin-
ciples change to cultural pressure at the national level. Thus, even if there are 
similar or identical moral identities, they are usually shown in different ways. 
Obviously, cultural factors must be taken into account while studying moral 
identities, which is a new research orientation in recent years.  

Contemporary psychologists take questionnaires and empirical research in 
certain cultural groups to study their moral identity. However, some scholars 
have acutely pointed out that these moral attributes and characteristics are 
mostly Western moral values, which do not possess cultural inclusiveness. In 
order to find out more about the moral identities of the human community, we 
require an expansion in the range and the number of the objects of study (Miller, 
2007). Therefore, some scholars believe that we should develop some culturally 
unbiased tools to measure and characterize moral identities. The first step is to 
find out the concept of “moral person” with archetypal significance from differ-
ent cultures, especially from groups of the East and West, which shows great 
differences in cultures. Although this is a laborious and time-consuming study, 
there are still scholars who are headed in this direction. Jia conducted a 
cross-cultural comparative study between China and the United States. Results 
showed that there were some similar moral identities between those two cul-
tures, but the identities were defined differently in terms of culture. Moral iden-
tities which can effectively predict people’s moral behavior in American culture 
proved to be ineffective in Chinese culture (Jia, 2016). 

Although Jia’s research is quite promising, its scope is limited to Chinese and 
American cultural values, which makes it hard to illustrate the moral identities 
of the human community. Other scholars have also done similar research in 
their own countries and cultures, but due to the sample size, the cross-cultural 
study in moral psychology is still taking one individual culture as the target, in-
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stead of one with all cultures inclusive. In this sense, the study of moral identities 
needs the moral and cultural inclusion of the human community. 

4. Species’ Moral Identities for a Community of Common  
Destiny 

1) Species existence requiring species moral identity 
Taking a look at the history of biological evolution, we can clearly see that 

mankind has existed for millions of years as a “species” organized in the form of 
families, tribes, nations to countries. Mankind has been able to survive, live and 
evolve through social interaction. As early as more than 100 years ago, Marx 
clearly pointed out, “Mankind is a species, not only because man, both in prac-
tice and theory, takes ‘species’—mankind and other species as its target… man-
kind takes itself as a living species because it exists as normal and free creatures”. 

Since mankind evolves as a species, it requires social interaction. Through in-
teraction, humans have to identify a set of norms and values that are accepted 
and maintained by all members of the community, in order to fulfill the de-
mands of their materialistic and psychological lives. Only in that way, will the 
community develop smoothly and its members live a happy life.  

Before the industrial revolution in the West, moral identities developed and 
formed in the community of only one nation, country or culture, due to back-
ward technology and infrequent communication between countries and cultures. 

Since mid-1600, mankind developed so rapidly that there arose huge changes 
in the world economy and human societies, after two global revolutions. 

The first globalization starts from the Bourgeois Revolution in 1640 and ends 
with two world wars in 20th century, with developed countries’ colonial robbery 
of Asian, African and Latin American countries. 

The second globalization starts from the end of the Cold War, till the begin-
ning of 21st century, with Western developed countries, like America as the rep-
resentative, establishing a series of international organizations and laws to pro-
tect their own interests. 

However, with the fast evolution in globalization and progress in technologi-
cal change, our cultural community as the foundation of the species of mankind, 
keeps developing and evolving. 

Although there are nearly 200 countries and regions in the world today—very 
much like the Spring-Autumn and War Period in ancient China—the big world 
has gradually changed into a small global village. 

Different countries and cultures start awakening in the fight against political, 
economic and cultural colonization directed by some Western developed coun-
tries. Globalization prioritized by Western developed countries is facing un-
precedented challenges. “America First”, which was proposed by the Trump 
administration, is a sign of anti-globalization. However, history is irreversible. 
With China’s development as the second biggest economy, and the rapid devel-
opment of BRICS and new emerging economies, a human community of shared 
destiny is coming into being.  
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2) Ethical thoughts on the moral identity of our species 
Although the concept of “a human community of shared destiny” provides 

soil for the moral identity of our species, it is still difficult to foresee its estab-
lishment, because that community is composed of and coexists with the spe-
cific countries and cultures (sub-community), and the moral identity of these 
sub-communities has a decisively restrictive effects on the moral behavior of its 
members. 

From the different anti-COVID-19 measures adopted by countries, we can 
clearly see how they are influenced and constrained by deeply-rooted political 
ideology, as well as the moral identities of their culture. In such an era when 
globalization is irreversible, advocating for the establishment of a moral identity 
for the human community (species moral identities) is not only the historical 
mission, but also a major subject on which all of us need to focus. 

First of all, the idea of a moral identity of the species is based on the existence 
of human kind as a species. On the one hand, it emphasizes the same destiny as 
human kind, sharing of benefits, bilateral cooperation and win-win strategy; on 
the other hand, it commits and respects the differences in cultures. In other 
words, species moral identity should not only consciously emphasize the most 
basic and universal moral values in the community of common human destiny, 
but also recognize the unique moral culture and values inherent in different 
countries and nations. However, we should be aware that in an era of globaliza-
tion, these two aspects are not in binary opposition, but intrinsically consistent 
with each other. It requires different countries and cultures’ autonomous recog-
nition of our common human destiny, so that they can work together to protect 
the benefits of the human community as a whole. 

Second, we need to establish the mechanism of respect and equal discussions 
among cultures, in terms of the moral identity of our species. In this era, symbi-
osis and competition exist in different cultures. If we do not establish a mechan-
ism for discussion within the community, something that would show respect 
for different cultures, it will lead to a crisis in values concerning the species’ 
moral identity, which would seriously hinder the construction of the community 
of common human destiny. The Confucian principle of “respect and honesty” in 
China embodies the profoundness in cultural respect, including etiquette, inte-
grity, respect, loyalty and other moral values. This principle has important cul-
tural enlightenment for the construction of the community of common human 
destiny. For example, etiquette between different cultures helps avoid disputes 
over values; honesty increases cultural trust; courtesy wins mutual respect; 
loyalty promotes harmonious relations. Therefore, in the process of building the 
community of common human destiny, we should make full use of the essence 
of our ancient cultural traditions and try our best to form and perfect the me-
chanism of discussion by respecting different cultures. 

Third, it is imperative to strengthen the construction of the species’ moral 
identity in the community of common human destiny. With the development of 
economic globalization, social information and network, no one, either a coun-
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try or a person—wherever it is and whatever religion or ideology she believes 
in—can exist outside the community of common human destiny. As Chinese 
Chairman Xi Jinping said, “No country can meet the challenges that human kind 
is facing now alone, nor can it retreat to a self-enclosed island”. He therefore 
called on the world “that all peoples must work together to build a community of 
common human destiny and build a world of peace, security, and common 
prosperity; a world full of openness and tolerance, cleanness and beauty” (Xi, 
2017).  

However, some countries prioritize their individual interests and values over 
the common interests and values of all mankind, leading to constant conflicts 
and crises in the international community. The current outbreak of COVID-19 
has sounded the alarm to the world, which tells us that the construction of the 
community of common human destiny should focus on the establishment of in-
ternational organizations related to the community of a common human desti-
ny, the formulation of the Constitution of this human community, as well as the 
implementation of the ethical rules, value consensus and related laws and regu-
lations. Only in this way can we guide the country and the national community 
to coexist with the community of common human destiny, coordinate and 
progress together, achieve the species’ moral identity of the community of 
common human destiny, and finally achieve the comprehensive development of 
human beings. 

Finally, we need to practice and perfect the species’ moral identity through 
moral education. In addition to discussion and cooperation between govern-
ments and organizations, education also takes responsibility. Creating a proper 
moral environment and a moral atmosphere will not only provide moral exem-
plars for the citizens in the community of common human destiny, but also en-
hance the species’ moral identity in that community. Studies have found that 
people who often notice unethical events in life would form a bad impression of 
the moral environment of society. Instead, the experience of moral goodness in 
social life can promote people’s moral identity and pro-social behavior (Aquino 
& McFerran, 2011). These findings pose adequate guidance for our moral educa-
tion.  

The moral identity of the species within the community of common human 
destiny must be achieved through education, but the effectiveness of education 
needs to be promoted by cooperation of the human community in moral educa-
tion. It goes without saying that educational guidance goes hand in hand with 
the construction of social morality, and is the basis for the establishment of the 
species’ moral identity of the community. Therefore, we should not only vigo-
rously strengthen the education of our citizens’ moral identity, and enhance the 
moral literacy of citizens, but also actively guide and promote education for the 
species’ moral identity of the human community. This is a more difficult and 
long-term mission of the times than the economic mission of the community of 
common human destiny. It is also the moral and educational power that drives 
us, moral educators, to fight for a brighter future. 
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