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Developmental psychology is the scientific study of changes that occur in human beings over the course of their 

life span. Originally concerned with infants and children, the field has expanded to include adolescence, adult de-

velopment, aging, and the entire life span. This field examines change across a broad range of topics including 

motor skills and other psycho-physiological processes; cognitive development involving areas such as problem 

solving, moral understanding, and conceptual understanding; language acquisition; social, personality, and emo-

tional development; and self-concept and identity formation. Major contexts to consider when analysing child 

psychology are: social context, cultural context, and socioeconomic context. 

Developmental psychology includes issues such as the extent to which development occurs through the gradual 

accumulation of knowledge versus stage-like development, or the extent to which children are born with innate 

mental structures versus learning through experience. Many researchers are interested in the interaction between 

personal characteristics, the individual's behavior, and environmental factors including social context, and their 

impact on development; others take a more narrowly-focused approach. 

Developmental psychology informs several applied fields, including:  

Educational psychology, child psychopathology, and forensic developmental psychology. Developmental psy-

chology complements several other basic research fields in psychology including social psychology, cognitive 

psychology, ecological psychology, and comparative psychology. 

In this special issue, we intend to invite front-line researchers and authors to submit original research and review 

articles on exploring Advances in Developmental Psychology. 

Authors should read over the journal’s Author’s Guidelines carefully before submission, Prospective authors 

should submit an electronic copy of their complete manuscript through the journal Paper Submission System. 

Please kindly notice that the “Special Issue’’ under your manuscript title is supposed to be specified and the re-

search field “Special Issue — Advances in Developmental Psychology” should be chosen during your submis-

sion. 

According to the following timetable: 

Manuscript Due April 19th, 2013 

Publication Date June, 2013 

Special Issue Editor 
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