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The basic premise of applied psychology is the use of psychological principles and theories to overcome problems 

in other areas, such as mental health, business management, education, health, product design, ergonomics, and 

law. Applied psychology includes the areas of clinical psychology, counseling psychology, industrial and organi-

zational psychology, occupational health psychology, human factors, forensic psychology, engineering psychology, 

as well as many other areas such as school psychology, sports psychology and community psychology. In addition, 

a number of specialized areas in the general field of psychology have applied branches (e.g., applied social psy-

chology, applied cognitive psychology). 

One founder of applied psychology was Hugo Münsterberg. He came to America from Germany, and, like many 

aspiring psychologists during the late 19th century, originally studied philosophy. Münsterberg had many interests 

in the field of psychology such as purposive psychology, social psychology and forensic psychology. In 1907 he 

wrote several magazine articles concerning legal aspects of testimony, confessions and courtroom procedures, 

which eventually developed into his book, On the Witness Stand. The following year the Division of Applied 

Psychology was adjoined to the Harvard Psychological Laboratory. Within 9 years he had contributed eight books 

in English, applying psychology to education, industrial efficiency, business and teaching. Eventually Hugo 

Münsterberg and his contributions would define him as the creator of applied psychology. In 1920, the Interna-

tional Association of Applied Psychology (IAAP) was founded, as the first international scholarly society within 

the field of psychology. 

 

In this special issue, we intend to invite front-line researchers and authors to submit original research and review 

articles on exploring Applied Psychology. 

 

Authors should read over the journal’s Author’s Guidelines carefully before submission, Prospective authors 

should submit an electronic copy of their complete manuscript through the journal Paper Submission System. 

 

Please kindly notice that the “Special Issue’’ under your manuscript title is supposed to be specified and the re-

search field “Special Issue-Applied Psychology” should be chosen during your submission. 

 

According to the following timetable: 

Manuscript Due December 20th, 2012 

Publication Date March, 2013 
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