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Abstract
A laboratory incubation experiment of 60 days was carried out to observe the changes of soil pH,
electrical conductivity (EC), soil organic carbon (SOC), and potassium chloride extractable nitrogen ( NH4+ -N ) in a soil to which three animal manures viz. cow dung (CD), chicken manure (CM) and
a combination of CD and CM had been applied at a rate of 10 t∙ha−1. The effects of manures varied
with manure type and incubation period. Soil pH slightly increased with the incubation period up
to 30 days there after it declined with time significantly (p < 0.05). There was a significant (p <
0.05) increase in EC as days of incubation increased. Organic carbon contents of manure treated
soils reached its peak at 15 days of incubation and decreased thereafter with time. The content of
NH4+ -N increased significantly (p < 0.05) as incubation period increased in control and cow dung
amended soils whereas there was no significant difference in NH4+ -N contents when either chicken manure alone or cow dung and chicken manure mixed in combination. After 60 days of incubation, the highest amount of NH4+ -N was found in cow dung plus chicken manure treated soil
followed by chicken manure treatment.
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1. Introduction
The addition of organic materials such as crop residues, animal manures, green manures to soils have a direct
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effect on soil organic matter content, can improve soil fertility, soil physical characteristics, and augment microbial activities, can ameliorate metal toxicity, and by complexation [1]-[3]. Soil organic matter undergoes mineralization and releases substantial quantities of nitrogen, phosphorus, sulfur and smaller amount of micronutrients
[4]. Animal manure is considered a valuable nutrient source when applied to soil at rates commensurate with
good agronomic practices [5]. The quantity of soil organic matter depends on the quantity of organic materials
introduced into the soil either by natural returns through roots, stubbles, sloughed-off root nodules and root exudates or by artificial application in the form of organic manures. In recent times, organic manures in conjunction with or as an alternative to chemical fertilizers as a source of plant nutrients for cultivation of field crops
has received worldwide attention due to rising costs of chemical fertilizers, rapid nutrient loss of added fertilizers and adverse environmental impacts from inorganic fertilizers. Accumulation of nutrients in soils, particularly
nitrogen, phosphorus and several micronutrients increases the potential for the degradation of surface and
ground water resources, especially when manure application is nitrogen based [6] [7].
Organic manures have been proven to enhance efficiency and reduce the need for chemical fertilizers, to improve the soil fertility and soil health [8]. The accurate amount of manure could efficiently be calculated from
precise measurement of nutrient mineralization without loss of yield and increased risk of environmental pollution. The suitability of organic materials as fertilizer depends to a great extent on its rapidity of mineralization
and liberating the nutrients present in them [9]. The mineralization of organic manures in soil is affected by such
soil properties as types of soils, depth of soil, temperature, soil moisture, pH, C/N ratio and lignin content [10]
[11]. Climatic conditions, particularly warm temperature which is prominent in Bangladesh during most of the
year, and frequently excessive soil tillage promote the mineralization of organic materials. To meet crop nutrient
requirements, knowledge of soil characteristics following organic manure application is needed. Thus, it is pertinent to observe the some changes in soil properties with time due to manuring. The study was carried out to
observe the changes in pH, electrical conductivity, organic carbon content and potassium extractable NH +4 -N
content of soil amended with cow dung, chicken manure and a combination of cow dung and chicken manure in
laboratory incubation condition.

2. Materials and Methods
The pattern of pH, electrical conductivity, organic carbon content and available NH +4 -N treated with different
sources of organic manures viz. cow dung and chicken manure, and a combination of cow dung and chicken
manure was investigated in the artificial incubation chamber at field capacity condition during the period of June
to July, 2013 in the Department of Soil Science, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh.
A bulk soil samples from a depth of 0 to 15 cm was collected from Soil Science research field of the University of Chittagong which belongs to Chittagong Hill Tract. After collection of the soil samples unwanted roots
and debris was removed and dried in air for at least 3 days until a constant weight is achieved. After air drying
the soil samples was screened by passing through a 2 mm sieve. Cow dung and chicken manures were collected
from local farm. After collection the manures was dried in air for 3 days and sieved through a 2 mm sieve. Manures were mixed with soil on oven dry weight basis.
An amount of 100 g air dry soil was weighed and taken in plastic containers (5 × 5 cm). The organic manures
were thoroughly mixed with soil at a rate of 10 t∙ha−1. Thus the arrangement of the total treatment was:
Control (C): No manure added
Cow dung (10 t∙ha−1)
Chicken manure (10 t∙ha−1)
Cow dung (5 t∙ha−1) + Chicken manure (5 t∙ha−1)
The soil samples were incubated at room temperature (~30˚C). The moisture of the soil was kept at field capacity condition (34.33%) by using distilled water. Soil samples were collected periodically at 15, 30, 45 and 60
days of incubation. Soil samples were collected by destructive method. So, a total of 48 plastic containers were
used during the whole incubation period (4 × 3 × 4 = 48). Plastic containers were arranged in completely randomized way. The results will be expressed on oven dry weight basis.
At each sampling date soil samples were collected through destructive sampling techniques where whole soil
mass was taken. After collection, the samples were air dried and sieved by passing through 2 mm sieve. These
samples were analyzed for the pH, electrical conductivity organic carbon, potassium chloride extractable
NH +4 -N . pH of organic manures and soil was measured by Mettler Toledo pH meter after preparing the suspen-
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sion at a ratio of 1:10 and 1:2.5 respectively. Electrical conductivity of soil and organic manures was measured
in 1:5 and 1:10 suspensions with the help of HANNA 214 conductivity meter. Organic carbon content of soil
and organic manures was determined by Walkly and Black oxidation method as followed by Huq and Alam [12].
For the determination of NH +4 , the soil samples were extracted with 1 N KCl at a ratio of 1:10. Then, 10 ml extract was distilled with 10 ml of 40% sodium hydroxide using a micro Kjeldahl’s distilling unit into an Erlenmeyer flask containing 10 ml boric acid-mixed indicator solution until about 50 ml distillate in each flask was
collected. After distillation, NH +4 content was determined in the distillate by titrating with standardized 0.013
N sulphuric acid [12]. For the determination of total nitrogen in soil and organic manures, the samples were digested with a mixture of 350 ml H2O2, 0.42 g Se powder, 14 g LiSO4∙H2O and 420 ml concentrated H2SO4 [13].
The digestion of a suitable amount (~0.2 g) of soil and manure samples was performed with 5 ml digestion mixture solution in a digestion block by heating with a starting temperature of 50˚C that ends to 350˚C for 6 hours.
Data was analyzed by using Microsoft Excel 2010 and SPSS (version 16).

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Soil pH
The experimental soil was generally acidic, and had a very low organic matter (Table 1). The pH of chicken
manure was slightly acidic, whereas cow dung was found to be slightly alkaline. Organic carbon and total nitrogen content of chicken manure was found higher in comparison to Cow dung (Table 1).
Regardless of amendments, soil pH gradually decreased with the increase of incubation time (Table 2). The
trend of soil pH reduction was similar in all amended soils and the amount of reduction was about 1 unit within
60 days of incubation. The results indicated significant differences in pH between control and organic manure
amended soils throughout the incubation period. Dikinya and Mufwanzala [14] observed that the application of
chicken manure irrespective of the application rate did not change the pH of amended soil. Azeez and Van
Averbeke [15] reported that pH of cattle and goat manures are significantly greater than that of poultry manure
treatment.

3.2. Soil EC
Table 3 shows the electrical conductivity (EC) values of amended and non-amended soils at different incubation
periods. Opposite of soil pH, soil EC gradually increased with incubation time significantly and the magnitude
of increase was higher in the manure amended soil than the control soil. Combined addition of cow dung and
chicken manure resulted in higher EC (33.11%) than from non-amended (control) soil at the end of the incubation study. At 60 days of incubation, the highest increase of 81.59% was observed when cow dung and chicken
manure applied in combination followed by chicken manure alone (58.88%) in comparison to soils sampled after 15 days. Electrical conductivity can serve as a measure of soluble nutrients for both cations and anions. Soil
EC indicates the mineralization of organic matter in soil and serves as a measure of soluble nutrients [16] [17].
Eigenberg et al. [18] revealed that nitrogen content of soils may be monitored using EC measurements mentioning significant positive relationship. Azeez and Van Averbeke [15] found that electrical conductivity of soil
significantly increases with the application of poultry, cattle and goat manures and the potential of manure-induced soil salinization was very high in poultry manure and goat manure compared with cattle manure. Dikinya
and Mufwanzala [14] revealed increased electrical conductivity with increasing rates of chicken manures.

3.3. Soil Organic Carbon Content
The result indicates that manure application initially increased soil organic carbon content of manure amended
soils (Table 4). Organic carbon content was found to be 14.44% higher in cow dung, 16.82% in chicken manure
and 12.85% in cow dung plus chicken manure treated soils over the initial value (0.604%) after 15 days of incubation. In case of control, organic carbon reached its peak at 30 days of incubation and decreased thereafter with
time. After 15 days, organic carbon content decreased significantly (p < 0.05) in control and chicken manure
treated soils. However, no significant difference was found among different periods of incubation when cow dung
alone or cow dung plus chicken manure applied in combination. Organic carbon content of cow dung treated soil
was decreased until 45 days and then remained constant during the incubation. At 45 days of incubation, manure
additions did not affect soil organic carbon content, while a significant variation (p < 0.05) was found among
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Table 1. Some chemical properties of soil and manures.
Sample

pH

OC (%)

Total N (%)

C:N

−1
NH +4 (mg∙kg )

Soil

5.03

0.60

0.52

1.15

88.92

Cow dung

7.71

6.65

2.13

3.12

-

Chicken manure

6.76

8.96

2.74

3.27

-

Table 2. pH of soils at different periods of incubation.
Treatments
Control

Periods of Incubation
15 days

30 days

45 days

60 days

5.43a ± 0.06

5.57a ± 0.04

4.98b ± 0.17

4.50c ± 0.08

CD (10 t∙ha−1)

5.57a ± 0.16

5.66a ± 0.04

5.07b ± 0.06

4.67c ± 0.06

CM (10 t∙ha−1)

5.76a ± 0.11

5.77a ± 0.08

5.28b ± 0.07

4.73c ± 0.02

CD + CM (1:1)

5.75a ± 0.14

5.74a ± 0.11

5.36b ± 0.02

4.74c ± 0.10

Means followed by the same letter(s) in a raw(s) do not differ significantly from each other at 5% level of significance.

Table 3. Electrical conductivity (mS∙m−1) of soils at different periods of incubation.
Treatments
Control
CD (10 t∙ha−1)
−1

Periods of Incubation
15 days

30 days

45 days

60 days

32.7c ± 2.75

32.8c ± 1.46

38.4b ± 0.95

44.7a ± 2.56

35.4b ± 0.76

38.7b ± 2.60

44.9a ± 2.73

47.5a ± 2.84

CM (10 t∙ha )

35.6d ± 2.57

40.7c ± 0.87

48.2b ± 2.54

56.6a ± 2.08

CD + CM (1:1)

32.7d ± 2.58

37.4c ± 2.23

45.3b ± 2.43

59.5a ± 0.50

Means followed by the same letter(s) in a raw(s) do not differ significantly from each other at 5% level of significance.

Table 4. Organic carbon (OC) contents (%) of soils at different periods of incubation.
Treatments
Control

Periods of Incubation
15 days

30 days

45 days

60 days

0.538b ± 0.008

0.590a ± 0.029

0.523b ± 0.022

0.514b ± 0.008

CD (10 t∙ha−1)

0.691a ± 0.126

0.662a ± 0.072

0.638a ± 0.008

0.638a ± 0.008

CM (10 t∙ha−1)

0.706a ± 0.025

0.672a ± 0.030

0.667a ± 0.046

0.595b ± 0.022

CD + CM (1:1)

0.682a ± 0.008

0.677ab ± 0.00

0.638ab ± 0.051

0.624b ± 0.017

Means followed by the same letter(s) in a raw(s) do not differ significantly from each other at 5% level of significance.

treatment during other incubation periods. At the end of the incubation, the maximum decrease of 15.65% was
observed when chicken manure was applied followed by cow dung plus chicken manure (8.45%) treated soils. The
change in organic carbon amount was 4.46% less in soils where no manure added at 60 days of its first incubation
period (15 days). The highest amount of soil organic carbon at the beginning of the incubation was indicative of a
larger pool of the less resistant fractions that were available to be broken down and recycled, thus resulting in
lower contents remaining at the end incubation. Similar results was observes by Follett et al. [19]. From several
studies it has been found that the addition of organic residues increases the soil organic carbon level initially and
with the course of time organic carbon content decreases in soil up to a certain period [20] [21].

3.4. KCl Extractable Soil NH 4+ -N Content
There was a slight release of NH +4 -N in all the manure treatments (Table 5). As expected the application of
organic manures produced higher amount of available NH 4+ -N in soils compared to control (no manure was
added). The content of NH +4 -N released from control and cow dung amended soils differed significantly (p <
0.05) with time of different incubation. However, there was no significant difference in NH +4 -N contents
among different incubation periods when either chicken manure alone or cow dung and chicken manure mixed
in combination. After 60 days of incubation, the highest amount of NH +4 -N was found when cow dung and
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Table 5. NH +4 -N contents (mg∙kg−1) of soils at different periods of incubation.
Treatments

Periods of Incubation
15 days

30 days

45 days

60 days

Control

89.79b ± 4.20

92.21b ± 3.96

111.63a ± 4.20

120.12a ± 0.00

CD (10 t∙ha−1)

103.13b ± 2.10

107.99b ± 5.56

129.83a ± 2.10

133.47a ± 2.10

CM (10 t∙ha−1)

126.19a ± 4.20

129.83a ± 4.71

131.04a ± 3.64

139.53a ± 5.56

CD + CM (1:1)

124.97a ± 4.58

127.40a ± 3.64

133.47a ± 2.02

141.96a ± 3.64

Means followed by the same letter(s) in a raw(s) do not differ significantly from each other at 5% level of significance.

chicken manure applied in conjunction (16.36% over control) followed by chicken manure alone (16.16% over
control). The amount of NH +4 -N generated from control soil reached 33.78% of its initial value (90 mg∙kg−1
soil) after 60 days, whereas the value was 10.58% in case of chicken manure amended soil (125 mg∙kg−1 soil).
Significant positive relationship between N contents and incubation time indicates mineralization of the easily
convertible compounds during the incubation period. The release of nutrients from organic manures and organic
fertilizers depends on the types of manure, rates of application and moisture level. Rahman et al. [4] stated that
the mineralization of nitrogen is influenced by incubation period, rate of organic materials application, moisture
regime and type of soil. Our results showed higher amount of N increase with incubation time in manure
amended soils compared with control soil. Similar results were also reported by other investigators [4] [14] [22].
Duffera [5] observed that processed swine lagoon solids increased the concentrations of NH 4+ -N and during
the first second weeks and by the second to fourth week after application, the NH +4 -N concentrations dropped.

4. Conclusion
From the study it can be concluded that addition of the three organic amendments decreased soil pH and increased electrical conductivity and soil NH +4 -N with incubation time. As N content increased with incubation
in organic amended soils, this should be taken into consideration during crop production.
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