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Abstract 
Purpose: To evaluate the role of multislice computed angiography of the bronchial arteries and 
nonbronchial systemic arteries in patients with hemoptysis when performed before arterial em-
bolization procedure. Materials and Methods: Twenty-eight patients with hemoptysis underwent 
multislice CT angiography of the bronchial arteries with dual-source 64 × 2 detector row scanner 
before embolization. The transverse CT images as well as the multiplanar reconstructions, the 
maximum intensity projections and the three-dimensional CT images were used for the depiction 
of bronchial arteries (the total number of the bronchial arteries, the abnormal bronchial arteries, 
their origin at the aorta and the diameter of the ostium). The presence of nonbronchial systemic 
arteries regarded as causing hemoptysis was also evaluated. Digital angiography and selective ar-
teriograms of abnormal bronchial and nonbronchial systemic arteries were performed based on 
the findings of multislice computed tomography (MDCT). Results: Seventy-eight (40 right and 38 
left) bronchial arteries were detected at computed angiography (CTA). Forty of the seventy-eight 
bronchial arteries that were detected at CTA, were considered abnormal. On selective angiogra-
phy 38 of these bronchial arteries were regarded as causing hemoptysis. Two of these arteries 
could not be selectively catheterized and therefore could not be evaluated. All 38 bronchial arte-
ries regarded as causing hemoptysis at selective angiography were detected prospectively at CTA 
as abnormal. Four bronchial arteries that were found to be responsible for hemoptysis had di-
ameter <2 mm. Twelve nonbronchial systemic arteries were considered to be abnormal on CTA 
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scans. Ten of these twelve nonbronchial systemic arteries were regarded on selective angiography 
as causing hemoptysis. Two of these arteries were found normal on angiography. All 10 nonbron-
chial arteries regarded as causing hemoptysis were detected at CTA scans. All bronchial and non-
bronchial arteries causing hemoptysis were successfully embolized. Conclusion: MDCT angiogra-
phy allows detailed identification of abnormal bronchial and nonbronchial systemic arteries using 
a variety of reformatted images, providing a precise road map for the interventional radiologist. 
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1. Introduction 
Hemoptysis is an important symptom that needs careful investigation. 

Bronchial arteries are the most common source of hemoptysis [1], despite the fact that they account for 1% of 
the arterial supply of the lungs. Nonbronchial systemic arteries may also be a source of hemoptysis in some in-
stances. Bronchial artery embolization is an established nonsurgical treatment in the management of massive 
and recurrent hemoptysis [2]-[4]. Detection of the origins and the sources of the abnormal bronchial as well as 
nonbronchial arteries, before systemic therapeutic embolization, is very important information for the interven-
tional radiologist. 

After the advent of multislice computed tomography (MDCT), various retrospective studies [1]-[4] have 
shown the utility of multislice computed angiography (MDCTA). 

MDCTA allows depiction of bronchial and nonbronchial systemic arteries using a combination of reformatted 
images in multiple planes [2]-[4]. 

Only one prospective study, in our knowledge, exist by Gypta et al. [5], showing the usefulness of MDCTA 
before arterial embolization. 

The purpose of our study was to prospectively evaluate the role of MDCTA of the abnormal bronchial and 
nonbronchial arteries in patients with hemoptysis when used before arterial embolization procedures. 

2. Materials and Methods 
2.1. Patients 
From October 2011 until September 2013, 28 patients (16 men and 12 women, age range 22 - 75 years) with 
hemoptysis underwent multislice CT angiography at our hospital as part of the pretherapeutic evaluation. Five 
patients had a history of embolization of bronchial arteries. Most patients were suffering from an underlying 
chronic disease that was considered to be responsible for hemoptysis: bronchiectasis in 12 patients (8 of them 
suffering from cystic fibrosis), chronic bronchitis and emphysema in 8 patients, tuberculosis in 3 patients, and 
secondary lung depositions in 1 patient (Table 1). 

Digital angiography (DSA) was performed based on the findings of MDCT. 
A comparison of the imaging studies was performed in these patients. 

 
Table 1. Underlying disease in 28 patients with hemoptysis. 

Bronchiectasis 12 pts (8/12 suffering from cystic fibrosis) 

Chronic bronchitis and emphysema 8 patients 

Tuberculosis 3 patients 

Secondary lung depositions 1 patients 

No underlying disease 4 patients 
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2.2. CT Technique and Interpretation 
Multislice CT angiography of the bronchial and nonbronchial systemic arteries was performed in 28 patients. 

MDCTAs were performed with a 64 × 2 detector row helical scanner (Definition 64, Siemens). 80 - 100 ml of 
contrast material and 40 ml of saline was administered intravenously in all patients, with an injection rate of 5 
ml/sec. A circular region of interest was placed at the ascending aorta with a threshold value of 100 HU and 
scans began with a 6 sec delay. The scan range was from the lung apices to the level of the upper pole of the 
kidneys. 

The lung parenchyma was studied in detail with 5 mm transverse scans in order to depict underlying disease 
and also localize the site of bleeding by identifying ground glass opacities or consolidations, findings that re- 
present intralveolar hemorrhage. 

Possible underlying causes of hemoptysis that can be identified at lung window settings include bronchiecta-
sis, bronchogenic carcinoma, acute and chronic lung infections (tuberculosis and aspergillosis) [2] [6]. 

The origins of the bronchial arteries were depicted on axial 1 mm thick CT scans viewed at mediastinal win-
dow. 

The diameter of the ostium of the bronchial arteries was measured on transverse images and multiplanar re-
construction images (MPR) parallel to the axis of their origin. 

MPR images were obtained at various angles in order to evaluate the mediastinal course and the traceability 
of the bronchial arteries to the hilum. 

3D images were acquired using volume-rendering (VRT) and maximum-intensity-projection (MIP) tech-
niques to display the arteries as a whole on a single image. 

Enhancing structures (dots or lines) in the posterior mediastinum that were connected to the aorta were consi-
dered as bronchial arteries [3] [4]. 

Bronchial arteries originating from the descending aorta between the levels of the T5 and T6 vertebrae are 
called orthotopic [3] [6]. 

When the bronchial arteries originate outside the T5 - T6 vertebral levels of the thoracic aorta or from any 
aortic collateral vessel (such as brachiocephalic artery, subclavian artery, internal mammary artery) are consi-
dered to be ectopic [6]. 

The total number of the bronchial arteries, the level and the side of their origin as well as their diameter were 
evaluated. 

Bronchial arteries with a diameter >2 mm at their origin and/or detectable to the hilum were considered on 
CTA as abnormal. 

Nonbronchial systemic arteries (NBSAs) were also depicted. Arteries that entered the lung parenchyma 
through the adherent pleura or through the inferior pulmonary ligament and their course were not parallel to the 
bronchi were considered as nonbronchial arteries. NBSAs usually involved in hemoptysis are the intercostals 
arteries, the internal mammary arteries and other collaterals from the subclavian arteries or the inferior phrenic 
arteries [6]. 

When such systemic arteries were demonstrated enlarged within the extrapleural fat in association with pleur-
al thickening (>3 mm), they were regarded as causing hemoptysis. 

2.3. Angiographic Procedure 
All patients underwent conventional angiography within 10 days after CT bronchial angiography. Of the 28 pa-
tients who underwent both CT and conventional angiography, 26 underwent bronchial artery embolization. 

Angiographic procedures were performed based on the CT findings. 
In all patients, conventional angiography was performed with Seldinger technique, with a digital substraction, 

using a transfemoral approach. A preliminary thoracic aortogram was performed and was followed by selective 
arteriogram of abnormal bronchial as well as nonbronchial arteries. 

The angiographic criteria for arteries considered responsible for hemoptysis were: the diameter and the mor-
phology of the vessels (enlarged and tortuous), as well as the presence of extravasation of contrast medium, 
areas of hypervascularity and neovascularity or bronchial artery aneurysm. 

Embolic microspheres with diameter >300 μm were used for embolization of bronchial arteries that consi-
dered responsible for bleeding. 

Both bronchial arteries and nonbronchial systemic arteries causing hemoptysis were recorded for each patient. 
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The results of angiography were compared to the findings of MDCT. 

3. Results 
3.1. CTA Findings 
Seventy-eight bronchial arteries were detected at CT angiography in 28 patients (40 right and 38 left). 

The site of the origin of the majority (67/78) of the bronchial arteries was orthotopic. 
Right bronchial arteries were considered orthotopic when they originated from an intercostobronchial trunk or 

from the descending aorta as a single artery at levels T5 - T6 (Figure 1) and left bronchial arteries when arose 
from the descending aorta as a single artery at levels T5 - T6. 

The rest bronchial arteries originating from the thoracic aorta outside the T5 - T6 vertebral levels or from the 
aortic branches were considered as ectopic. 

Four right bronchial arteries arose from the aortic arch. 
Three left bronchial arteries arose from the aortic arch and four left bronchial arteries arose from the des-

cending aorta, outside the T5 - T6 vertebral levels. 
The diameter of each bronchial artery ranged from 1.2 to 5 mm. 
Forty of these bronchial arteries were considered as abnormal (25 right and 15 left bronchial arteries). The 

diameter of the ostium of these bronchial arteries ranged from 1.6 - 5 mm. 
Four bronchial arteries that were considered as abnormal on CTA, had diameter <2 mm (1.6 - 1.9 mm) at their 

origin but they were detectable to the hilum (Figure 2). 
Five bronchial arteries causing hemoptysis had aberrant origin. Two right bronchial arteries arose from the 

aortic arch. Two left bronchial arteries arose from the descending aorta, outside the T5 - T6 vertebral levels 
(Figure 3) and one left bronchial artery from the aortic arch. 

Twelve non-bronchial systemic arteries regarded as causing hemoptysis were detected on CT scans (10 inter-
costal arteries, one from left subclavian artery and one right internal mammary artery) in five patients. Three of 
these five patients had recurrent hemoptysis after bronchial artery embolization in the past. 

3.2. Angiographic Findings 
Thirty-eight bronchial arteries and 10 nonbronchial systemic arteries (8 intercostal arteries (Figure 4), one from 
left subclavian artery and one right internal mammary artery), were found to be responsible for hemoptysis. 

All these bronchial and nonbronchial arteries were prospectively identified as abnormal on MDCT. 
Two from forty bronchial arteries that were found to be abnormal on CTA could not be selectively cathete-

rized and therefore could not be evaluated. 
Two nonbronchial arteries that were found abnormal on MDCT were not regarded as causing hemoptysis at 

angiography. 
 

     
(a)                                (b)                                 (c) 

Figure 1. (a) Transverse 5 mm thick slice image (lung window) shows cystic bronchiectasis in both upper lung lobes. (b) 
VRT image show enlarged right bronchial arteries arising from the right anterior and lateral aspect of the descending aorta at 
the level of T6. (c) Selective angiogram of right enlarged and tortuous bronchial arteries with hypervascularity of the right 
upper lobe. 
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(a)                                 (b)                                  (c) 

Figure 2. Images in a 50-year-old man with bronchiectasis of the upper lung lobes. (a) axial 1 mm thick slice CT image 
(mediastinal window) depicts the origin of a left bronchial artery arising from the descending aorta at the level of T6 verte-
bral, with diameter 1.8 mm at its origin. (b) MIP CT image shows left bronchial artery detectable to the hilum. (c) Selective 
bronchial angiography of the left bronchial artery with hypervascularity and microaneurysms. 
 

   
(a)                                (b)                                 (c) 

Figure 3. (a) Axial 5 mm thick slice CT image in lung window shows cystic bronchiectasis mainly in the left upper lobe. (b) 
MIP CT image in coronal plane depicts left enlarged ectopic bronchial artery originating from the descending aorta at the 
level of the T4 vertebral body. This bronchial artery is tortuous and traceable to the hilum. There is also right aortic arch. (c) 
Selective left bronchial angiogram shows left enlarged bronchial artery with hypervascularity of the left upper lobe. 
 

   
(a)                                 (b)                                  (c) 

Figure 4. (a) MIP CT image in coronal plane shows multiple hypertrophied tortuous right intercostals arteries (b, c) Selec-
tive arteriograms showing two hypertrophied tortuous right intercostals arteries. 

 
All bronchial and nonbronchial arteries that were considered responsible for hemoptysis were embolized. 
Two abnormal bronchial arteries (one right bronchial artery from the aortic arch and one left orthotopic bron-

chial artery) as well as two abnormal nonbronchial arteries (one from left subclavian artery and the right internal 
mammary artery (Figure 5)) were not identified on flush aortogram. 
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These 4 abnormal arteries were easily catheterized with the help of finding of CTA. 
Table 2 and Table 3 compare the results of MDCTA and DSA in the depiction of bronchial and non-bron- 

chial arteries considered as abnormal in 28 patients who underwent embolization. 

4. Discussion 
Bronchial arterial embolization is a proven effective, minimally invasive technique in the management of mas-
sive and recurrent hemoptysis. Hemoptysis can be a life-threatening respiratory emergency and needs urgent in-
vestigation. 

Patients with hemoptysis are evaluated initially by a chest radiography, bronchoscopy and computed tomo-
graphy in order to identify the site of bleeding and the underlying cause [6]. 

CT angiography is a very useful method in identifying bronchial and nonbronchial arteries using reformatted 
images in multiple projections [3] [4] [7] [8]. 

This information is very useful to the interventional radiologist for planning arterial embolization [6]-[9]. 
Bronchial arteries are small vessels arising directly from the descending aorta. They supply nutrient branches 

 

  
(a)                                                   (b) 

Figure 5. Images (a) MIP CT image shows tortuous right internal mammary artery. (b) Selective angiography depicts tor-
tuous right internal mammary artery with hypervascularity and parenchymal staining of the right lung. 

 
Table 2. Depiction of bronchial arteries (considered as abnormal) in 28 patients who underwent bronchial artery emboliza-
tion. 

CT Angiography Conventional Angiography 

40 bronchial arteries were considered as abnormal 

38 bronchial arteries were found to be responsible for hemoptysis 
(all these were prospectively identified as abnormal in MDCTA) 

2 bronchial arteries that considered as abnormal in MDCTA could not 
be selectively catheterized and therefore could not be evaluated 

 
Table 3. Depiction of non-bronchial arteries in 28 patients who underwent bronchial artery embolization. 

CT Angiography Conventional Angiography 

12 non-bronchial arteries were considered as abnormal 

10 non-bronchial arteries were found to be responsible for hemoptysis 
(all these were prospectively identified as abnormal in MDCTA) 

2 non-bronchial arteries that were found abnormal in MDCTA were 
not regarded as causing hemoptysis at angiography 
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to the airways of the lung, the esophagus, and the lymph nodes [2] [6]. 
Anatomy of the bronchial arteries regarding their origins and courses varies substantially. Most commonly, 

they arise from the descending aorta at the levels of T5 - T6 vertebral bodies and are called orthotopic bronchial 
arteries. Cauldwell et al. [10] described four main types of bronchial artery anatomy. Type 1 (40.6%) has one 
right bronchial artery from right intercostobronchial trunk and two left bronchial arteries. Type 2 (21.3%) has 
one right bronchial artery from an intercostobronchial trunk and one left. Type 3 (20.6%) has two right bronchial 
arteries (one from an intercostobronchial trunk) and two left. Type 4 (9.7%) has two right bronchial arteries (one 
from an intercostobronchial trunk) and one left. The most constant vessel is the right intercostobronchial trunk 
(88.7%). 

When bronchial arteries originate from the thoracic aorta outside the T5 - T6 vertebral levels or from the aor-
tic branches, they are called anomalous or ectopic [6] [8]. 

Orthotopic, as well as, ectopic bronchial vessels enter the lung parenchyma through the hilum and course pa-
rallel to the main bronchi and their branches [2] [5] [8]. 

Bronchial arteries are the most common source of bleeding in hemoptysis. In these cases, in most patients, 
they are enlarged and tortuous. 

They are identified, on CT images, as dots or lines of increased attenuation in the posterior mediastinum, 
around the central airways. 

Enlarged bronchial arteries are most commonly found on CTA images, in the retrotracheal and retroesopha-
geal areas, as well as the posterior wall of the main bronchus and the aortopulmonary window [4] [6]. 

Bronchial arteries that are larger than 2 mm in diameter on CT scans are considered to be abnormal and are 
candidates for embolotherapy, although bronchial bleeding may occur from normal-sized bronchial arteries [2]- 
[4] [11]. 

Yoon et al. [4] reported in a study comparing retrospectively MDCT with conventional angiography in pa-
tients with hemoptysis, that MDCT identified all bronchial arteries that were regarded at angiography as causing 
hemoptysis. The diameter of bronchial arteries which were abnormal on angiography, ranged from 1.3 - 4.7 mm. 
Also 8 bronchial arteries causing hemoptysis were <2 mm. 

In our study, all bronchial arteries (38) that were found to be responsible for hemoptysis on DSA were pros-
pectively identified as abnormal on CTA. 

In our study, 4 from 38 bronchial arteries that were regarded as causing hemoptysis at selective angiography, 
had a diameter smaller than 2 mm (1.6 - 1.8 mm) at CTA but they were detectable to the hilum. 

However, in a recent study Gupta et al. [5] used a cutoff value of 2 mm on MDCT to identify the abnormal 
bronchial arteries and prospectively detected with MDCT all abnormal bronchial arteries that were found re-
sponsible for hemoptysis on DSA. 

A percentage of 86% of the bronchial arteries that were detected at CTA (67/78) were found to be orthotopic, 
originating from the descending aorta at the T5 - T6 level. These results are in agreement with previous reports 
[3] [10] [12], that emphasized that the majority (>70%) of the bronchial arteries arise from the descending aorta. 
As expected, the majority of the orthotopic right bronchial arteries (32 of 40) were originated from a right inter-
costobronchial trunk. All orthotopic left bronchial arteries were found originating from the descending aorta. 

The rest (11/78) bronchial arteries observed at CTA had an ectopic origin. 
The most frequent sites of origin of the ectopic bronchial arteries in our study, was the concavity of the aortic 

arch (7/11, 64%) and the descending aorta (4/11, 36%). 
The most frequent sites of origin in the study of Hartman et al. [13] were the concavity of the aortic arch 

(74%), the subclavian artery (10.5%) and the descending aorta (8.5%). 
Our results are in agreement with Remy-Jardin et al. [3] that reported that the most frequent origin of ectopic 

bronchial arteries was the concavity of the aortic arch. 
Five bronchial arteries that were considered as abnormal on CTA had aberrant origin. One right bronchial ar-

tery (originating from the aortic arch) of these five arteries was not identified on the preliminary flush thoracic 
decending aortogram. It was selectively catheterized based on the findings of CTA. 

We confirmed that, three-dimensional images are more accurate than transverse CT scans for detecting bron-
chial arteries with ectopic origins, as Remy-Jardin et al. [3] also reported. This is very helpful for the interven-
tional radiologists to perform direct catheterization of the ectopic vessels and successful embolization. 

Nonbronchial systemic arteries may be the source of hemoptysis, especially in patients with recurrent he-
moptysis [1]-[6]. These vessels are differentiated from the bronchial arteries by their courses. Nonbronchial ar-
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teries enter the lung parenchyma through the adherent pleura or the inferior pulmonary ligament and their course 
is not parallel to the bronchi. They can arise from the subclavian, axillary and internal mammary arteries, as well 
as infradiaphragmatic branches such as the inferior phrenic and left gastric arteries, and the celiac axis [2]-[5] [7] 
[8]. Enlarged and tortuous enhancing arteries detected within extrapleural fat in association with pleural thick-
ening (3 mm) are regarded as nonbronchial systemic arteries causing hemoptysis [3] [4] [7] [14]. 

In our study, all nonbronchial systemic arteries regarded as causing hemoptysis on angiography were also de-
tected prospectively as abnormal on CTA. 

Our results are in agreement with the findings of a recent study by Gupta et al. [5], reporting that all non-
bronchial arteries responsible for hemoptysis on DSA, were prospectively identified as abnormal on CTA. 

CT angiographic findings enabled direct selective catheterization and embolization of abnormal nonbronchial 
systemic arteries. 

A limitation of our study is that patients with significant hemodynamic compromise were not offered MDCTA 
before bronchial embolization in order to save time. 

5. Conclusion 
In conclusion, MDCT angiography allows rapid and detailed identification of abnormal bronchial and nonbron-
chial systemic arteries using a variety of reformatted images, providing a precise road map which can be used to 
guide therapeutic arterial embolization procedures. This information may be helpful for the interventional radi-
ologist in order to avoid thoracic aortography and attempt direct catheterization of the arteries to be occluded, 
resulting in reducing the examination time in the angiography suite, and minimizing contrast load and radiation 
dose. So, CTA is recommended before conventional angiography and arterial embolization procedures. 
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