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Abstract 
Using the software CiteSpace, this research sorts out the literature of curricu-
lum ideological and political research in SCI source journals, EI source jour-
nals, core journals, CSSCI and CSCD journals in the CNKI database, in order 
to provide more objective and scientific reference in this field. The research 
shows that domestic scholars mostly enhance their understanding of the 
ideological and political concepts in curriculum from the perspective of the 
distinction between basic connotations and related concepts; discuss the 
theoretical basis and value implication of curriculum ideological and political 
education from multiple dimensions; research generating path of curricular 
ideological and political education from the “three elements” path and the 
“four elements” path; explore the teaching reform from five aspects: curricu-
lum system setting, teaching methods, construction of teaching staff, imple-
mentation of subjective responsibility and building of institutional mechan-
ism. With the continuous development of practice, relevant research is shift-
ing from the stage of “Ideological and Political Courses” to the stage of “Ide-
ology and Politics Teaching in All Course”, and the development trend from 
the “two skins” stage to the “melting furnace” stage. Under the new situation, 
experts and scholars should strengthen the study of the practical path of inte-
grating ideological and political education into course teaching to provide an 
operational and reproducible implementation paradigm for relevant practic-
es. 
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1. Introduction 
In recent years, with the continuous deepening of the reform and opening up 
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process, the diversified social ideology and culture have been intertwined and 
mutually excited, which has caused problems to college students’ thinking to a 
certain extent. To this end, General Secretary Xi Jinping stressed at the National 
Conference on Ideological and Political Work in Colleges and Universities: “To 
make good use of the main channel of classroom teaching, the ideological and 
political theory course should be strengthened through improvement, so as to 
enhance the affinity and pertinence of ideological and political education and 
meet the needs and expectations of students’ growth and development. All other 
courses should cultivate a good field of responsibility so that all kinds of courses 
and ideological and political theory courses can go in the same direction and 
form a synergistic effect”. This pointed out the advancement aspect for further 
strengthening the ideological and political education work in colleges and uni-
versities, and triggered a high-degree of attention and in-depth discussion on the 
“curriculum ideological and political education” research in the academic circle. 

At present, the domestic curriculum-based ideological and political research 
has become a major topic and research hotspot in the academic world. There-
fore, combing and summarizing the existing research results is of great signific-
ance to promoting ideological and political education in colleges and universi-
ties. However, only a very small number of scholars have reviewed the study of 
“curriculum ideological and political” from a qualitative perspective. No scholars 
have visually analyzed the curriculum ideological and political research from the 
perspective of bibliometrics. In view of this, from the bibliometric perspective, 
on the basis of combing the relevant literature of curriculum ideological and po-
litical research in China, this paper uses CiteSpace, a visual analysis software, to 
analyze the research status, research hotspots and evolution trend of curriculum 
ideological and political research, in order to provide scientific reference for 
strengthening the research of curriculum ideological and political in Chinese 
universities. 

2. Data Sources and Research Methods 
2.1. Data Source 

To ensure the objectivity and representativeness of the research data, this paper 
uses the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) as the data source, 
and uses the advanced search function of the database to define the scope of the 
search as SCI source journals, EI source journals, core journals, CSSCI journals, 
and CSCD journals, the search time is set to June 30, 2019, and the search me-
thod is set to “accurate”. As a result, a total of 220 journal articles were searched, 
and 175 articles of effective research were finally obtained by further excluding 
and screening documents that did not meet the research requirements, such as 
documentary, book review, and news reports. 

2.2. Research Methods 

This paper combined bibliometric theory with visual analysis method. Firstly, 
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the effective samples of selected domestic curriculum ideological and political 
research are exported in Refworks literature format; Secondly, the exported data 
is transformed into format by using visual analysis software CiteSpace, and the 
data files recognized by the software are further output; Thirdly, using CiteSpace 
to perform co-occurrence analysis of the author, organization and keywords on 
the identifiable file data, on the basis of which the scientific knowledge map with 
spatio-temporal features is drawn; Then, the characteristics analysis and in-depth 
exploration of scientific knowledge maps are respectively carried out; Finally, 
this research summarizes the relevant conclusions of ideological and political 
research in domestic curriculum, and explore the development trend of future 
curriculum ideological and political research. 

3. The Analysis of the Current Situation of Curriculum  
Ideological and Political Research 

3.1. Annual Distribution of Journal Articles 

This paper takes the annual number of papers published in the journal paper as 
the index, and draws the annual distribution map of the ideological and political 
journal articles of the domestic curriculum from 2007 to 2019 (Figure 1). Based 
on this, we can understand the macroscopic representation and research heat of 
the curriculum policy in China. As shown in Figure 1, from the perspective of 
time, the study of domestic curriculum ideological and political development 
presents three stages of development characteristics. 1) Budding stage (2007-2010): 
In 2007, for the first time in China, articles related to curriculum ideological and 
political issues appeared. However, due to the objective needs of developing the 
economy at that time, domestic scholars ignored the research in this field to 
some extent. The neglect of the research has caused its research to appear spo-
radically in the following years, and there is a phenomenon of “vacancy” in a 
 

 
Figure 1. Annual distribution of curriculum ideological and political articles from 2007 
to 2019. 
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specific year; 2) A stage of steady development (2011-2016): With the deepening 
of the reform and opening-up process and the increasing demand for ideological 
level, experts and scholars have paid more and more attention to the study of 
curriculum ideological and political education, which has laid a solid foundation 
for the formal presentation of the concept of “curriculum ideological and politi-
cal education”, and its external characteristics is steady growth of the number of 
the documents during this stage; 3) Rapid developing stage (2017-2019): Under 
the background of the new era, the ideological and political work has aroused 
the attention of the Party Central Committee, which has heated up the research 
in this field and greatly promoted the study of China’s curriculum ideological 
and political studies into the fast lane. It is reflected in the rapid increase in the 
number of related documents. Based on the law of the change in the number of 
documents and the objective reality of the construction of socialist ideology in 
China, it can be predicted that future research on ideological and political stu-
dies will continue to surge. 

3.2. Author Cooperation 

This article uses CiteSpace to conduct statistics on the authors of the curriculum 
ideological and political research in CNKI from 2007 to 2019, and draws the au-
thor’s cooperative network map (Figure 2). It can be seen from Figure 2 that 
among the authors who have cooperative relations in China, there is a sev-
en-person cooperative team represented by Chen Xiaoyong, a five-person coop-
erative team represented by Xu Jialiang, three four-person cooperative teams 
represented by Miao Yuehong, Pan Rongjun and Liu Shuming, and several 
“two-person or three-person” small teams. It is worth noting that a considerable 
number of authors are usually issued independently and rarely form partner-
ships with others. 

In summary, we can see that there are only 5 teams (Number of authors is 
greater than 3) with close cooperation in the field of domestic curriculum ideo-
logical and political education, and few research teams have “star” and “net-
work” cooperation relations, which indicates that there is still much room for 
the development of cooperation among the authors of curriculum ideological 
and political research, and the degree of cooperation and cooperation links need 
to be further strengthened. 

3.3. Institutional Cooperation 

This paper uses CiteSpace software to visually analyze the research institutions 
of the curriculum and the ideological and political education in CNKI from 2007 
to 2019, and generate an organization cooperation network map (Figure 3) to 
understand the cooperation of research institutions. It can be seen from the fig-
ure that most of the cooperation between research institutions is “single strip” 
and “triangular”. There is only one “square-like” cooperative network consisting 
of the Student Work Research Branch of the Chinese Association of Higher  
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Figure 2. Curriculum ideological and political author cooperation network map (2007- 
2019). 

 

 
Figure 3. Curriculum ideological and political institutions cooperation network map (2007-2019). 
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Education, Faculty of Education of Southwest University, Chongqing City Man-
agement College and its Ministry of Engineering. And there is no cooperative 
relationship between the rest of the research institutions. It can be seen that a 
large part of research institutions in this field tend to publish their papers inde-
pendently, with less inter-agency collaboration, and the scale and depth of co-
operation need to be further expanded. 

4. The Analysis of the Hotspots of Curriculum Ideological 
and Political Research 

In order to explore the research hotspots in the field of ideological and political 
studies, this paper selects keywords as the measurement indicators, and imports 
the conversion data into CiteSpace software and sets the analysis time interval to 
2007-2019. The time slice is 1 year, and the analysis items are keywords (Key-
word), the selected thresholds (Thresholds) are (1, 2, 20; 1, 3, 20; 1, 3, 20), and 
after appropriate adjustment, the course ideological and political keyword 
co-occurrence map (Figure 4) is obtained. To ensure the scientific nature of the 
analysis, the theme keyword “ideology and politics teaching in all course” has 
been hidden from the picture. 

According to the law of Price, the high-frequency keyword calculation formu-
la is max0.749k NM = ∗ , where Mk is the high-frequency keyword threshold 
and Nmax is the highest value of the keyword appearance frequency in the aca-
demic interval. It can be seen from the above figure that the “ideological and po-
litical theory education” node is the largest, and the frequency is the highest fre-
quency except for the topic “ideology and politics teaching in all course”. The 
frequency is 23, and the high frequency in the field can be calculated by Price’s 
law. The keyword threshold Mk ≈ 3.59, so the keyword with a frequency of not 
less than 4 can generally be used as the high frequency keyword studied in this 
paper. Considering that the intermediary centrality is the core indicator reflect-
ing the position and importance of each keyword in the co-occurrence network, 
the centrality of the sample document keywords is generally low, and the larger 
part of the keyword centrality is 0. For easy observation and research, this paper 
includes keywords with a centrality greater than 0.01 into the scope of the study. 
Therefore, this paper combines the frequency and centrality of keywords to 
screen important keywords in the field, and obtain 21 high-frequency keywords 
(Table 1). On this basis, combined with the actual situation of the curriculum 
ideological and political research, the following important research hotspots are 
summarized. 

4.1. Cognition of the Concept of Curriculum Ideological and  
Political Education 

The key words of this theme mainly include “ideological and political theory 
course”, “ideological and political course”, “ideological and political class”, “po-
litical and ideological course in university”, “ideological & political theory course 
in university”, “same direction and same action”, “establishing morality and cul 
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Figure 4. Curriculum ideological and political keyword co-occurrence map (2007-2019). 

 
Table 1. Curriculum ıdeological hotspot keywords. 

Centrality Frequency Keywords Year 

23 0.30 ideological and political education 2007 

17 0.29 ideological and political course 2010 

17 0.26 ideological and political theory course 2007 

16 0.16 higher vocational college 2011 

13 0.27 college and university 2010 

12 0.08 ideological and political class 2017 

12 0.11 synergistic education 2017 

11 0.18 establishing morality and cultivating people 2018 

9 0.18 new era 2018 

6 0.05 teaching reform 2018 

5 0.04 same direction and same action 2017 

5 0.06 political and ideological course in university 2008 

5 0.07 ideological & political theory course in university 2013 

5 0.02 imparting knowledge and educating people 2017 

5 0.10 curriculum system 2012 

5 0.10 teaching mode 2012 

4 0.04 talents cultivating by curriculum 2017 

4 0.06 mooc 2016 

4 0.03 ideological and political work 2017 

4 0.04 practical teaching 2007 

4 0.09 teaching staff 2012 
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tivating people”, “imparting knowledge and educating people”. In 2016, on the 
basis of grasping the pulse of the development of China’s higher education and 
college ideological and political education, Shanghai’s education field put for-
ward the proposition of “ideology and politics teaching in all course” around the 
reform of ideological and political education in colleges and universities. The 
proposition provided a “source of living water” for the continuous enrichment 
of the curriculum’s ideological and political ideas. Many scholars have elabo-
rated on the concept of “the curriculum ideological and political education” 
from two aspects: the basic connotation and the distinction between related 
concepts. 

4.1.1. About the Basic Connotation 
For the scientific connotation of the curriculum ideological and political educa-
tion, domestic scholars have carried out a richer interpretation from different 
levels. From the perspective of essence, Gao & Zong (2017) believed that the es-
sence of “the curriculum ideological and political education” was “integrate 
ideological and political education in Colleges and universities into all aspects of 
curriculum teaching and reform”, so as to achieve the goal of establishing mo-
rality and cultivating people, rather than opening a new course or adding an ac-
tivity. Min (2017) recognized that in order to meet the inherent requirement of 
the reform of ideological and political education in colleges and universities, it 
was necessary to understand and grasp the scientific connotation of “curriculum 
ideological and political education” from a strategic point of view on the basis of 
establishing morality and cultivating people. From the medium level, Jiang & 
Luo (2018) put forward the idea of “curriculum ideological and political educa-
tion” on the basis of combining the goal of educating people with the inherent 
requirements of curriculum construction. It was pointed out that “curriculum 
ideological and political education” was a kind of ideological and political edu-
cation resources which was fully tapped and integrated into the platform of uni-
versity ideological and political education in all kinds of courses offered by col-
leges and universities, so as to form the idea of cultivating morality and cultivat-
ing people with the same direction and synergistic effect as the goal of ideologi-
cal and political education. From the micro-perspective, Xiao & Zhu (2018) in-
terpreted curriculum ideological and political education from the perspective of 
curriculum teaching methods as: integrating knowledge imparting and value 
guiding in all curriculum teaching, extracting the value paradigms of patriotism, 
social responsibility, cultural self-confidence and humanistic spirit contained in 
the curriculum, so as to students have correct direction in knowledge, emotion 
and behavior. 

4.1.2. About the Distinction of Relevant Concepts 
1) The relationship between curriculum ideological and political education 

and ideological and political course 
The ideological and political course seems to be the same as the curriculum 

ideological and political education, but in fact they are both related and differ-
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ent. On the one hand, most scholars believed that “curriculum ideological and 
political education “was closely related to “ideological and political course” and 
took actions in the same direction. For example, Qiu (2018) believed that “cur-
riculum ideological and political education” complemented the relative “insuffi-
ciency” of “ideological and political course” in a certain sense. The peers and 
coordinated development of them had the inevitability of the times; Chen (2018) 
thought that “curriculum ideological and political education” was implicit, and 
“ideological and political course” was explicit. Both of them were in the same 
direction, and they unified in the fundamental issue of cultivating what kind of 
people, how to cultivate people and for whom to cultivate. On the other hand, 
some scholars explained the differences between “curriculum ideological and 
political education” and “ideological and political education courses”. Min 
(2017) started from their different conceptual categories, emphasized that the 
former was a concept of curriculum and curriculum design, while the latter was 
a specific course. At the same time, some scholars made a comprehensive analy-
sis of the relationship from the similarities and differences between “curriculum 
ideological and political education” and “ideological and political courses”. For 
example, Shi (2018) believed that they had the same essential connection in tasks 
and objectives, directions and functions, contents and requirements, but they 
also had different emphasis on ideological and political content, curriculum sta-
tus, curriculum characteristics and ideological and political advantages. 

2) The relationship between ideological and political theory courses and other 
types of courses 

General Secretary Xi Jinping’s speech at the National College Ideological and 
Political Work Conference provided a new perspective for relevant scholars to 
examine and deal with the relationship between ideological and political theory 
courses and other courses. Shi, from the perspective of ideological and political 
education, showed that the ideological and political theory course was the main 
channel for ideological and political education for college students. Only by 
cooperating with ideological and political theory course in the same direction, 
can all kinds of courses successfully accomplish the fundamental task of estab-
lishing morality and cultivating people (Shi, 2017). Based on the interrelation-
ship between the courses, Min (2017) pointed out that in the curriculum system 
established by “curriculum ideological and political education”, the ideological 
and political theory courses and other various courses were independent and 
mutually unified, complement each other and reflect the goals and orientations 
of “curriculum ideological and political education”, “combination of knowledge 
transfer and value leadership“, “work together of explicit education and implicit 
education”, and them served together the fundamental tasks of establishing mo-
rality and cultivating people. Xiao (2017) made a comprehensive analysis of the 
factors affecting the coordination and the basis for the conformity between 
ideological and political theory courses and other courses, then put forward the 
important viewpoint that ideological and political courses and other courses 
should establish a cooperative education mechanism. 
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4.2. The Theoretical Basis and Value Implication of Curriculum 
Ideological and Political Education 

This theme mainly includes high-frequency keywords “teaching reform” and 
“ideological and political education”. “Curriculum ideological and political edu-
cation” has a profound theoretical foundation and far-reaching value implica-
tion, which has caused continuous discussion in the domestic academic circles. 
At present, it has formed theoretical achievements of a certain scale and is be-
coming more mature. 

4.2.1. About the Theoretical Basis 
The course of thought comes into being with a scientific and solid theoretical 
basis, and some scholars have carried out valuable discussions on it. Hu (2019) 
scientifically demonstrated the inherent theoretical logic of Ideological and po-
litical construction of curriculum from three aspects: Marxist classical writers’ 
comprehensive development theory of human beings, curriculum culture de-
velopment theory and effective teaching theory. Shen (2018) based on the un-
conscious psychological role, conscious psychological role and contextual inte-
raction psychology, carried out a characteristic analysis of the pan-syllabic ideo-
logical and political, which provided theoretical support for the curriculum 
ideological and political from the perspective of psychology. He (2017) explored 
the theoretical basis of the transformation from “ideological and political 
course” to “ideological and political course” from three aspects: the coupling of 
curriculum systematicness and synergy, the unity of curriculum rational value 
and instrumental value, and the integration of science education and humanities 
education. 

4.2.2. About the Value Implication 
Many domestic experts and scholars have carried out multi-dimensional analysis 
around the important value of “curriculum ideological and political education”. 
Qiu (2017), based on the macro perspective, expounded the great value of “cur-
riculum ideological and political work” in improving and strengthening ideo-
logical and political work in colleges and universities, realizing the requirements 
of “three-all” education, and comprehensively improving the level and quality of 
ideological and political work in colleges and universities; He (2017) pointed out 
clearly that “curriculum ideological and political education” was the need of the 
reform of university education concept and the necessity of the development of 
invisible ideological and political education concept; Min (2017) pointed out the 
prominent value of “curriculum ideological and political education” in promot-
ing the current ideological and political education reform in colleges and univer-
sities from the perspective of practical significance. Liu (2018) focused on the 
value guidance level of curriculum ideological and political education, and pro-
posed that we should deepen understanding of curriculum ideological and polit-
ical work from the perspective of educational thought. 
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4.3. The Generation Path of Curriculum Ideological and Political 
Education 

The key words of this theme mainly include “synergistic education”, “teaching 
mode” and “Ideological and political work”. Domestic scholars have actively ex-
plored the path of curriculum ideological and political construction. It gradually 
formed the path of “three elements” and “four elements”, which provided a rea-
listic choice for our country to carry out curriculum ideological and political 
construction. 

4.3.1. About the “Three Elements” Path 
Gao (2017) analyzed the work mode of “curriculum ideological and political 
education” in Shanghai universities and emphasized the construction of curri-
culum ideological and political education from the aspects of establishing the 
concept of synergistic education, creating the main body of synergistic educa-
tion, and constructing the working mechanism of synergistic education; Xiao & 
Zhu (2018) started from the optimization design of “curriculum ideological and 
political education” and pointed out that the curriculum can be promoted from 
the aspects of development concept, platform construction and mechanism con-
struction. 

4.3.2. About the “Four Elements” Path 
He (2017), starting from the inherent logic of curriculum politics, pointed out 
that the transformation of ideological and political education concept, the con-
struction of big ideological and political model, the formation of educational 
community and the development of curriculum resources were the basic pre-
mise, basic requirements, basic support and necessity of curriculum ideological 
and political construction. Qiu (2017) believed that among the many factors af-
fecting the formation of “curriculum ideological and political education” in col-
leges and universities, teachers were the key; teaching materials were the founda-
tion; resource mining was a prerequisite; and system construction was the fun-
damental guarantee. Tan (2018) pointed out that the curriculum ideological 
reform should focus on strengthening top-level design, sticking to ideological 
and political teaching, focusing on curriculum operation, and focusing on cur-
riculum development. 

4.4. Exploration of the Reform of Ideological and Political  
Education in the Curriculum 

The key words of this theme mainly are related to “curriculum system”, “prac-
tical teaching”, “teaching staff”, “higher vocational college”, “college and univer-
sity”, “talents cultivating by curriculum”, “mooc” and “new era”. Under the 
background of the new era, it is of far-reaching significance to promote the 
reform of ideological and political education in curriculum and to train a num-
ber of qualified builders and reliable successors of socialism with Chinese cha-
racteristics, in order to improve the development level of national higher educa-
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tion and build a well-off society in an all-round way, and then start a new jour-
ney of building a powerful socialist modernization country. Therefore, many 
domestic experts and scholars have made unremitting explorations on the 
teaching reform of curriculum ideological and political education from many 
aspects such as curriculum system setting, teaching methods, teaching staff 
building, subject responsibility implementation, and institutional mechanism 
building. 

4.4.1. About the Curriculum System Setting 
Gao & Zong (2017) examined the national ideological strategy and pointed out 
that China’s curriculum system should not only firmly grasp the core curriculum 
status of ideological and political theory courses in ideological and political edu-
cation, but also give full play to the value of all other courses and build the 
three-in-one college ideological and political education curriculum system in-
cluding ideological and political theory course, comprehensive literacy course 
and professional course. Liang & Sui (2018) set out from the principle of curri-
culum system and believed that the construction of ideological and political 
theory curriculum system must be highly consistent with the goal of personnel 
training, must highlight the core curriculum and solve major theoretical prob-
lems, and must adhere to the combination of educational needs and educational 
effectiveness. Wang & Wang (2018) proposed that the “curriculum ideological 
and political education” of colleges and universities should be structured with 
the “ideological and political courses” as the center, and the various courses 
should be well-defined and patched from the perspective of the curriculum sys-
tem. 

4.4.2. About Teaching Methods 
Liu (2017) put forward the idea of realizing the deep integration of the Internet 
and curriculum teaching from the perspective of enhancing the affinity and per-
tinence of ideological and political work, and then highlighting the role of “ide-
ology and politics” in courses. Wang & Li (2017) fully realized the importance of 
the practical teaching of ideological and political theory courses in the ideologi-
cal and political work of colleges and universities, and clearly proposed to make 
full use of the practical teaching of ideological and political courses, focusing on 
the principles of practical teaching, constructing the content system of practical 
teaching, exploring practical teaching paths, thus strengthening and promoting 
ideological and political work in colleges and universities. Chen (2019) pointed 
out the value-leading role of “curriculum ideological and political education” 
and emphasized that teaching methods should focus on the unity of classroom 
teaching, social practice and network application. 

4.4.3. About the Construction of the Teaching Staff 
Wu (2018), cutting through the prominent realities presented byTeacher, Please 
Don’t Introduce China like This, pointed out that the key to running “curricu-
lum ideological and political education” was to give full play to the leading role 
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of ideological and political teachers in the teaching staff. Hu (2018) considered 
that the teachers and counselors of ideological and political theory courses were 
the main force of ideological and political education in colleges and universities. 
He suggested that the integration of the two teams should be strengthened so as 
to promote the work of adult talents and moral cultivators of college students to 
achieve practical results. Wei et al. (2019) discussed the basic principles and 
practical mechanism of the construction of ideological and political course 
teachers in higher vocational colleges in the new era from the perspective of 
ideological and political education in higher vocational colleges. 

4.4.4. About the Implementation of the Main Responsibility 
Li (2017) pointed out that the Party committees in colleges and universities 
shouldered the main responsibility of promoting ideological and political work. 
In the reform of curriculum ideological and political education, they should 
strengthen their political responsibility of grasping the overall situation and di-
rection, the organizational responsibility of establishing the relevant mechanism 
and the promotion responsibility of implement the reform plan. Gao & Zong 
(2017) further pointed out that in the process of exploring the implementation 
of the ideological and political reform of colleges and universities, adhering to 
the “establishing morality and cultivating people” is the sacred mission of all 
educators, should not only be included in the main responsibilities of party or-
ganizations at all levels in colleges and universities, but should also become the 
responsibility of teachers, cadres and workers. 

4.4.5. About the Institutional Mechanism Building 
Yu (2018) advocated the establishment of a cooperative mechanism of work in-
volving multiple elements, a clear-cut evaluation mechanism, an authoritative 
and efficient leadership management system and a perfect talent support system, 
from the perspective of peer education of professional courses and ideological 
and political courses in colleges and universities. Hu (2019) analyzed the subjec-
tive and objective problems faced by colleges and universities in the process of 
promoting the ideological and political construction of the curriculum. From the 
perspective of promoting the scientific development of curriculum development, 
he proposed the solution of constructing the concept guiding system, the re-
sponsibility implementation system, the coordination system, and the resource 
integration. Wu (2019) believed that in order to realize the transformation from 
“ideological and political courses” to “curriculum ideological and political edu-
cation”, we should establish an effective leadership mechanism, improve the 
teaching evaluation system, form a scientific incentive mechanism, and innovate 
a mechanism for educating people, so as to ensure the real implementation of 
curriculum ideological and political education. 

5. The Evolutionary Trend Analysis of Curriculum  
Ideological and Political Research 

First, use CiteSpace to co-occurate the keywords, then set the visual graphics 
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style to “Timezone”, and finally adjust the label appropriately to get the time 
zone distribution of the curriculum ideological and political keywords (Figure 
5). From the keyword content and the essence, we can clearly see the two major 
trends in the development of curriculum ideological and political research in 
China in 2007-2019. 

5.1. From “Ideological and Political Course” to “Ideology and  
Politics Teaching in All Course” 

From the content point of view, in 2007-2016, the domestic academic circles 
have mainly carried out practical research around the “ideological and political 
courses” and have achieved relatively fruitful results, which is mainly reflected in 
the diversification of teaching methods (“practical teaching”, “social practice”, 
“experiential learning, “mooc”, “the Internet”, etc.), the expansion of service ob-
jects (“college and university”, “higher vocational college”, “postgraduate”, etc.), 
the enrichment of teaching content (“campus culture”, “thematic education”, 
“ideological and political education”, “ecological civilization education”, “gener-
al education”), multidimensional reform of curriculum (“ideological and politi-
cal curriculum reform”, “teaching staff”, “teaching model”, “curriculum sys-
tem”). The related research on the ideological and political course has promoted 
the birth of the curriculum ideological and political concept in a sense. From 
2017 to 2019, with the formal formulation of the curriculum’s ideological and 
political concept and the Party Central Committee’s high attention to ideological 
and political work, many scholars began to focus on the “curriculum ideological 
and political education” research, which greatly promoted the development of 
 

 
Figure 5. Curriculum ideological and political keyword time zone distribution map (2007-2019). 
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cognition of the concept (“same direction and same action”, “ideological and po-
litical course”, etc.), discussion of value (“value guidance”, “core of value”, etc.), 
generation of path (“synergistic education”, “collaboration”, etc.) and explora-
tion of reform (“reform and innovation”, “top-level design”, etc.) in this field. 

5.2. From “Two Skins” to “Melting Furnace” 

In essence, for a long time, many educators have the idea that ideological and 
political education is the responsibility of ideological and political teachers and 
the proper meaning of ideological and political courses, expecting to “do their 
best in one campaign”, while for other kinds of courses, ideological and political 
education is not necessary. This has resulted in the increasingly “isolated” ideo-
logical and political education, forms a prominent problem of “two skins” be-
tween ideological and political education and professional education. With the 
continuous development of practice and the deepening of research, people 
gradually realize that in order to break the grim situation of “two skins” in ideo-
logical education, we must set up the core idea of “curriculum ideological and 
political education” and build a “melting furnace “of 360-degree moral educa-
tion in school education, starting from the essential requirement of “educating 
people” in higher education, so as to build the ideological and political education 
system for college students in an all-round, whole-process and all-staff way. 
(Gao & Zong, 2017). 

6. Conclusion and Discussion 
6.1. Conclusion 

With the software Citespace, this paper makes a visual analysis of 175 journal 
papers in CNKI journals from 2007 to 2019, including SCI source journals, EI 
source journals, core journals, CSSCI journals and CSCD journals with the 
theme of “curriculum ideological and political education”, and describes intui-
tively the current research situation, research hotspots and evolution trend in the 
field. Potentially, following conclusions are drawn. 

1) Through analyzing the annual distribution of periodical papers, the coop-
eration of authors and institutions in this field, the current research situation in 
the field of curriculum ideological and political education is preliminarily ex-
plored. The results show that the curriculum’s ideological and political educa-
tion has become a hot research topic in domestic academic circles, and its high 
heat will continue in the future. Degree and cooperation links of authors need to 
be further strengthened; the scale and depth of cooperation of research institu-
tions need to be further expanded. 

2) Through the comprehensive analysis of keyword frequency and its central-
ity, four research hotspots of curriculum ideological and political education are 
identified: the ideological cognition of curriculum ideological and political, the 
theoretical basis and value implication, the generating path and the exploration 
of educational reform. Specifically, domestic scholars mostly enhance their un-
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derstanding of the ideological and political concepts of curriculum in the view of 
the distinction between basic connotations and related concepts; discuss the 
theoretical basis and value implication of curriculum ideological and political 
education from multiple dimensions; research generating path of curricular 
ideological and political education from the “three elements” path and the “four 
elements” path; explore the teaching reform from five aspects: curriculum sys-
tem setting, teaching methods, construction of teaching staff, implementation of 
subjective responsibility and building of institutional mechanism. 

3) Through the analysis of the distribution characteristics of keyword time 
zones, it is found that there are two main trends in the research of curriculum 
ideological and political education in China, namely, from the “ideological and 
political course” stage to the “ideology and politics teaching in all course” stage 
and from the “two skins” stage to the “melting furnace” stage. 

6.2. Discussion 

This paper intuitively shows the development prospect of curriculum ideological 
and political education in China. It not only provides effective help for relevant 
personnel to deepen their understanding of curriculum ideological and political 
education, but also provides a new research perspective and scientific reference 
for this field. However, due to the limited sample space at present, it may not be 
possible to analyze the specific situation of curriculum ideological and political 
education in China comprehensively only from the perspective of authors, insti-
tutions and keywords. 

Even so, the analysis of current situation, hotspots and evolutionary trend of 
domestic curriculum ideological and political research shows that the current 
domestic research on curriculum ideological and political education has 
achieved preliminary results. But the curriculum ideological and political con-
struction is still in the exploratory stage, many scholars have studied this field 
from the theoretical level, and there are still shortcomings based on research at 
the practical level. Under the new situation, experts and scholars should streng-
then the study of the practical paths by jointly introducing curriculum ideologi-
cal and political education into course teaching, so as to provide an operational 
and reproducible implementation paradigm for relevant practices. 
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