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Abstract 
This essay responds to the shaping influence of Yorùbá oríkì on personal ci-
tation, a written text that constructs individual identity in contemporary time. 
It reads personal citation as a cultural production that is realised through per-
formance. Through a close reading of two purposively selected citation texts, 
the essay examines the various angles of interpolations between this written 
literature and the rhetorical practice of Yoruba oríkì. Specifically, it explores 
the use of oral features such as animated speech, histrionics, and narrative 
aesthetics, and direct discourse in its delivery and proposes that the construc-
tion of social eminence in personal citation depends largely on praise chants. 
It concludes that there is a noticeable appropriation of the linguistic and tex-
tual context of panegyric to which shows personal citation as a hybrid text 
that contests cultural homogeneity and textual boundaries as it operates 
within the logic of complementarity in its poetic reflections and linguistic 
manipulations. 
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1. Introduction 

The complex and intricate relationship between orality and the written mode of 
communication has been the focus of scholars (Finnegan, 1976; Ong, 1982; Bar-
ber, 2005; Okpewho, 1992) but little attention has been paid to the conceptuali-
zation of written personal citation as an oral text. Personal citation would nor-
mally refer to either “a legal” or “bibliographical” process whereby a list of 
sources is cited in a document. But in Nigeria, it is understood to mean the bio-
graphical sketch of an awardee/speaker that is usually read aloud before a live 
audience to precede the conferment of an award or the delivery of a special lec-
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ture. (Adeeko, 2017) describes it as a text that “hybridizes what in other places is 
known as guest speaker’s introduction and special honoree’s profile read at aca-
demic convocations.” Adeeko’s exposition of personal citation as a cultural 
product of contemporary Yorùbá society structured to praise individuals agrees 
with our position in this paper that this sub-genre of biography could be located 
within the same cultural context where the performance of praise poetry, partic-
ularly, oríkì is found. In Nigeria, occasions such as birthdays, anniversaries, 
awards, investitures, swearing-in-ceremonies, inaugural lectures and political 
rallies are not complete without the performance of citation. Therefore, this es-
say attempts to discuss the nexus between personal citation and oríkì bearing in 
mind the status of the former as an amalgam of oral and written cultures. Praise 
poetry is a popular genre that is generously addressed to people, animals, trees, 
rocks and other natural objects. Oríkì is a genre of praise poetry which refers to 
the praise names or attributes that are used to describe a person, lineage or a 
community. Among the Yorùbá, everything—animate and inanimate has an 
oríkì, and as a corpus of social engagement, it helps in the delineation of a sub-
ject’s feelings and thoughts as far as certain societal issues are concerned. The 
chanting of oríkì confers social recognition on a personality since everybody has 
an oríkì but not everyone is privileged to be recognised at a social function, 
hence chanting one’s oríkì becomes a mark of class within the conventional do-
main of everyday speech. Within the performance structure of oríkì, there is 
marked evidence of the presentation of people’s belief systems in terms of ho-
nour, heroism and valour. 

Just like other Yorùbá art forms, oríkì has undergone some innovations as a 
response to modernisation; this becomes necessary as this tradition struggles to 
remain relevant in the face of overarching western values. In traditional Yorùbá 
society, there is a group of people trained as bards or griots who sing the praises 
of the aristocratic class, courageous hunters, priests and the wealthy. There are 
also praise singers who specialise in providing unsolicited praises at ceremonies 
for gratification. But modernisation, with the advent of scribal culture has caused a 
change so that we now have educated professionals who are specialists in speech 
writing and delivery, including personal citation. 

As a form of social praxis, personal citation articulates public discourse 
where social, political and cultural beliefs and practices are viewed from the 
perspective of a personality through the manipulation of communicative agency 
in order to curry recognition, acceptance and support for the subject of praise. 
In other words, the performer is involved in a conscious persuasion through 
seductive rhetoric to reveal the transformation of their subject from grass to 
grace. Hence, (Moraes-Farias, 1995) observes that what praise discourses post-
ulate is their capacity to “seize upon the ‘truth’ of the praisee’s being, activate 
it and generate acknowledgement of it by the praisee’s private self and by the 
public at large. To achieve this, praise operates on ‘the individual’ not as if on 
an entity primarily defined by its boundedness, but rather as if on one whose 
singularity is constituted precisely by its participation in what lies beyond its 
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boundaries.” 
The development of personal citation as a form of social entertainment in Ni-

geria can be linked to the rise of the middle class as a result of economic pros-
perity of the 1970s (Mosobalaje, 2007). The oil boom of the period ushered a 
new class of wealthy elites who at every opportunity displayed their economic 
power. In addition to this group were the educated elites who had obtained 
University education and most likely participated in the nationalist movement 
for the independence of the country from colonial powers. These were profes-
sionals, civil servants and politicians who had emerged as community and na-
tional leaders and it was not out of place to honour them as the opportunity 
presented itself.  

Like other popular art forms, personal citation draws its significance from 
adulation of eminent persons—people of extraordinary achievements. Two of 
the factors that define eminent persons in Nigerian societies are the quantum of 
wealth accumulated by the individual and the impact they have made in their 
immediate and remote communities. Even in cases where the eminent person is 
not wealthy in material terms, they must have over the years participated active-
ly in events that have had a direct impact on the community. 

Personal citation is tailored toward action, and this is the concretization of the 
subject and the construction of power of representation because it dwells on the 
constellation of individual’s achievements and experiences that distinguish one 
person from others. It is a medium for presenting the credentials of the celebrant 
or subject that make them qualify for celebration or as a speaker at an important 
forum. In addition, its “main purpose is to nurture the dissemination and per-
ception of respectful regard for its subject, a subject worthy of being singled out 
for recognition and adulation at a public event (Adeeko, 2017).” It is the history 
of a courageous life who traduced the vicissitudes of life to become great. In terms 
of content and mode of delivery, citation reflects much of the glamour that is asso-
ciated with the notable, it is therefore no wonder that the subject of attraction are 
the rich politicians, musicians, affluent businessmen and high-ranking civil ser-
vants. As a rhetorical practice and oratorical text, word formation and choice in 
personal citation are skilfully done as “a way of carrying out audiences to ratify 
particular visions, collectivities, subjects and ideologies embodied in textual sig-
nificance for those who experience them (Gencarella, 2009).”  

2. Theoretical Framework 

The study applies rhetorical theory to discuss the interrelations between written 
personal citation text and the Yorùbá oríkì. Rhetorical theory originated from 
Greece where it was used primarily in the courts, political engagements, and so-
cial functions for the purpose of persuasion but in contemporary time, it is about 
everything in terms of human discourse (Foss, 2009). Rhetoric has become a dis-
cipline that is grounded on the power of language which is used in the expres-
sion of ideas in various human activities such as writing, speaking, painting and 
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drawing. From (Foss, 2009) perspective, rhetorical theorists are concerned with 
how “some or all parts of the rhetorical situation—the rhetor and the degree 
of agency available to him or her; the audience and all the constraints availa-
ble to them; the discourse, message, or symbols used to address the exigence, 
how the exigence itself is constructed, created, and addressed; and the larger 
contexts—historical, economic, cultural, and symbolic, in which the situation is 
playing out.” The exigence as the determining factor of tellability in the commu-
nication process demands that a rhetor attends to the challenging and often ex-
hilarating and testing complexities in persuading the audience to respond posi-
tively to a piece of presentation or performance. 

Furthermore, rhetoric helps in defining the relationship between the subject 
and the speaker on the one hand and the speaker and the audience on the other 
hand in the construction of the subject being-ness and the audience social 
awareness. Identification of the audience configuration helps the speaker to 
present what is expected in order of value—social, cultural or political, by the 
audience, in other words, the speaker creates a bond between the audience and 
their subject. This process of bonding thrives on the use of “vivid metaphors, 
creative interpretation of evidence, arresting figures of speech, irony, humor, 
exaggeration, gestures, performance, and dramaturgy” (Dryzek, 2010). There-
fore, within the field of rhetorical criticism, personal citation is an oratorical 
piece that cannot but depend on rhetorical affects. (Gates, 1988), in his seminal 
book, The Signifying Monkey claims that a speakerly text uses rhetorical devices 
which are designed to produce phonetic, grammatical and lexical patterns of ac-
tual speech commonly seen in oral narration. He goes further to assert that “the 
speakerly text is that text in which all other structural elements seem to be deva-
lued, as important as they remain to the telling of the tale, because the narrative 
strategy signals attention to its own importance, an importance which would 
seem to be privileging of oral speech and its inherent linguistic features.” These 
oral features include but are not limited to the use of animated speech, histrio-
nics and narrative aesthetics, direct discourse, architectonic patterns and framed 
narratives. The analysis of the data in this work is subsumed within the parlance 
of rhetoric theory to enable us show how a written text evinces sense of orality to 
identify with (Kaufer & Kathleen, 1993) and Kathleen’s submission that “writing 
did not squelch speaking but created new contexts for speech.” The words on the 
pages are recognised as symbols for persuasive discourse in the presentation of a 
person of achievement. It is therefore, the duty of the rhetor to define how the 
audience perceives the subject. This is achieved by the creation of lasting im-
pressions in the mind of the listeners with use of symbolic narrations which 
produce new thoughts that may generate new perception leading to expected ac-
tions from the audience. 

3. Exploring Inter-Texuality and the Rhetorical Practice in  
Personal Citation and Oríkì 

The interdependence of literary works foregrounds the fact that no literary com-
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position is an orphan, there is always a trace of formal creative negotiation be-
tween forms of artistic creativity, hence (Izevbaye, 1982) sees inter-textuality as a 
“weapon in the hands of literary historians and critics to establish a relationship 
among a variety of writers and literatures.” Therefore, literary historians are in-
volved in discovering literary syncretism in texts by making adventures into the 
past in order to identify convergences between texts. This location of textual re-
lationships imbued literary texts with fluid identities to the effect that it is diffi-
cult to find an autotelic text that is free from textual interpolations. This position 
is supported by (Kristeva, 1980) when she opines that “all signifying systems are 
constituted by the manner in which they transform earlier signifying systems.” 
She therefore defines a text that is imbued with inter-textual qualities as “any 
text (that) is constructed of a mosaic of quotations; any text (that) is the absorp-
tion and transformation of another” (66). (Olson & Torrance, 1982) have also 
pointed out that “developmental studies of the relation between oral and written 
language have found that rather than these being categorically different modes, 
there is a close interaction between the two… Literacy is built upon a strong oral 
tradition and thrives only if a living oral culture sustains it.” 

Personal citation is an art form that concretizes the values and imagery of 
performance. Without the text, it seems the performance is doomed to fail, even 
in a purely oral delivery, there exists a text or a pool of texts from which the 
performer recalls events, and improvisation only provides a vehicle for the ex-
pansion and easy delivery of such texts. (Barber, 2005) distinguishing between 
text and performance claims that while text is a permanent artefact, performance 
is the realisation of the text. Barber’s position does not provide a neat taxono-
my, the interplay between text and performance is complex and the level of in-
ter-textuality in these forms is self-evident as one vivifies or animates the other 
and in spite of her earlier conjecture, (Barber, 2005) concedes that “written texts 
can be cues, scripts, or stimulants to oral performance, and can also be records, 
outcomes, or by-products of it. Even texts usually thought of as belonging purely 
within the written sphere can have a performative dimension.” 

Personal citation as a literary production possesses the features of a literary 
tradition that (Ong, 1982) describes as rhetorical culture and which (Paulson, 
2001) explains as “an early modern form of cultural organization that, while 
largely realized in writing and even print, was still strongly nourished by its roots 
in orality: In storytelling, oratory, preaching conversation and other genres of 
the spoken word.” In addition, like oral performance, personal citation when 
considered within the ambit of its polysemous performance nuances is quite 
enigmatic and puzzling. But more importantly, certain features of oral perfor-
mance are manifested in written personal citation: improvisations, apostrophic 
references, digressions and outlandish eulogies. These elements are constantly 
deployed by the citation performer in the construction of the subject’s life. That 
personal citation shares mode of presentation with the panegyric is accounted 
for by the fact that panegyric has no fixed corpus; its manifestation is evidenced 
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in almost every human speech act. (Adeeko, 2012) touches on this claim when 
he points out that “the Yorùbá panegyric is a supple and versatile form that 
has always been open to reinterpretation and improvisation.” The transforma-
tion of panegyric from folkloric performance to the written mode or modern 
stage in form of personal citation is no doubt an ingenious means of preserv-
ing its continuity in the expression of social and political power game in which 
communicative manoeuvre is deeply concerned with the propagation of self- 
image. 

One can therefore argue that oral performance as popular art form influences 
the structure of personal citation, especially in the area of stylistic choices at the 
disposal of the oral performer. Personal citation reflects much of African oral 
poetics; proof of this is the imitation of the oríkì tradition in form and style and 
especially its proclivity towards appellation poetry which “forces one to ac-
knowledge not only orality in writing, but also aurality in reading” (Adu-Gyamfi, 
2002). There is a noticeable overt utilization of generic codes that are mainly 
identified with oral performance which are converted to exotic romance in per-
sonal citation as the celebrant is magnified in order to create a social class for 
him/her. In such presentations, emphasis is placed on “all facets of the public 
delivery of a speech, including timing, the use of pause, and the manipulation 
and control of a speaker’s voice to create special audio effects, as well as the use 
of non-verbal communication through facial expressions, hand and body move-
ments, and strategic spatial positioning” (Wendland, 2012). 

The conceptual understanding of personal citation demands a close reading of 
selected written texts in order to account for the intertextual elements between 
personal citation and panegyric. We propose that the construction of social 
eminence in personal citation depends largely on praise chants. The implication 
of this inter-textuality is that “oral traditions appear in written texts and written 
traditions are heard in oral texts” (Ighile, 2013). Personal citation is a written 
composition that cannot be fully realized without performance, meaning that the 
text of personal citation has no existence outside the performance of the text. It 
is simply a text that is written for performance and it emulates the oríkì tradition 
among the Yorùbá, the izibongo in Zululand and the epic in Mali. All these praise 
poems are composed and used to eulogise individuals, the community and the 
terrestrial bodies, including animals and trees. With the influx of written texts, 
there is every possibility that people may be “disconnected from the affairs of the 
city, the marketplace, and the natural world; from aspects of life that are all too 
easily written off as common, vulgar or overly material (Paulson, 2001)”, but per-
sonal citation, though a written text, safeguards the society from derailing further 
from the “natural world” as its contents and forms animate our world by revisiting 
the earlier narratives that are easily identified as belonging to the oral world. 

The successful performance of personal citation depends on the creative pro-
pensities and energy of the performer. Therefore, the choice of the citation per-
former is a carefully wrought assignment as organizers of the event would not 
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want to risk having a bad outing because of the inadequacies of the performer. 
The performer is usually a known figure within that community, possesses ora-
tory skills, and is able to command and weave words to achieve the desired effect 
on the audience. In some cases, these are professionals who receive monetary 
rewards for their performances.  

In oral performance, vocalization reflects the different types of voice modula-
tion in poetic performance and in Yorùbá oral performance, each voice is a dis-
tinct element of a genre. In citation performance, there is avalanche of voices at 
the disposal of the performer; they vary the manner of their poetic articulation 
to highlight a particular element of information in the performance. There may 
be a shift from the high-pitched voice of i ̀jálá or ọfọ̀ chanter to the lullaby tune 
of orin arẹmọ. The choice of grammatical forms is also dictated by the laudatory 
intent of the performance so that metaphors and outlandish exaggerations are 
common choice for the descriptions of the subject’s attributes. These qualities 
are usually loaded with praise-graphic signifiers that include “a series of pictures 
(that) is conveyed to the listeners through a number of laconic and often rather 
staccato sentences, a grouping of ideas which may on different occasions come 
in a different order” (Okpewho, 1992). In this regard, a person that smiles always is 
described as ẹlẹ́rìn-ín ẹ̀yẹ (owner of befitting smiles), a black person is adúmáradán 
(the dark-skinned one whose body shines), a tall person is agùntáṣọọ́lò (the tall one 
who cloths fit) and someone with shining white teeth is eyi ́nfu ́njowó (the one 
whose teeth are whiter than cowry-money). Performance in these social texts 
creates excitement through sentimental utterances in order to enhance the pub-
lic and social ratings of the subject of the performance. Award ceremonies are 
used to eulogise the achievement of honour and fame and personal citation is 
used to mark such occasion in order to convince those present that the subject 
actually deserves such celebration. The subjects of the citation are often in me-
taphorical terms compared to living heroes or departed legends such as Martin 
Luther King, O ̣báfẹ́mi Awólọ́wọ̀, Nelson Mandela, Ṣàngó, O ̀gu ́n or may be syn-
ecdochally referred to as a lion, tiger or elephant depending on the aspect of 
their character such as strength, courage, valour, generosity that is being promoted. 
In this wise, personal citation “creates mythic personages by simply ‘containing’ 
them in a box-like space, where they are seen as suspended in real time and 
space, in a mythic world of their own (Danesi, 2004).” 

Having explored the symbiotic relationship between written citation and oral 
performance, we shall now address the nature and aesthetics of this hybridiza-
tion of genres by analysing two citation texts. There are two reasons for this 
choice: first, these texts have explicit inter-textual relations to oral delivery being 
a text configured for the ear and second, there is the network of features asso-
ciated with the Yoruba oríkì social culture that is pervasive in the performance 
modes of personal citation. The aim of the analysis is to highlight the privileged 
position of panegyric in written personal citation as may be seen in a situation 
where equestrian image is created by the invention of fantastic roles in order to 
carve the figure of an extraordinary character out of the subject. The selected 
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texts are rhetorical tour de force and carefully wrought expose on the social 
standing of the subjects, who have achieved so much that they have transformed 
themselves to the realm of the eminent persons in the society. To be clear, their 
citations were performed on different occasions: Professor Ojerinde was a guest 
lecturer at a round table discussion organised by members of a social club in a 
University while Madam Ayo was the guest lecturer at a commencement cere-
mony of a university. The universities are in south west Nigeria. Both subjects 
are first properly located within the social and cultural contexts to which they 
have been invited and as a way of connecting to these contexts, the early part of 
their citations state their “origins”. “Professor hails from” and Madam is intro-
duced as being “born into the royal family of…” Each of them is first identified 
with their roots because the naming of a subject’s origin is a critical emblem of 
the Yorùbá culture and especially the hallmark of oríkì, which is a genre of ori-
gins. It is common among the Yorùbá to ask “o ̣mo ̣ ta ni?” (whose child is s/he?) 
so that the subject could be properly profiled. 

The Professor and Madam are presented as “heroes”, a term, which in Nige-
rian culture has undergone meaning transfer to include exceptional entrepre-
neurs, astute scholars, valiant soldiers and accomplished civil servants. What is 
being underscored in the extension of heroism to cover these spheres are special 
instances of ingenuity and accomplishments which may not necessarily include 
personal sacrifice. Their citations project them as achievers who have traversed 
all odds to become pioneers of uncommon successes and acts. In other words, 
they are no longer ordinary man and woman but persons to be acknowledged, 
respected and praised for moving beyond the rank and file to the heights they 
have attained. This probably accounts for listing of academic qualifications and 
special mention of local and foreign institutions from where they obtained them.  

The opening framing of the performance, like the Yorùbá oríkì presents the 
Professor and Madam to the public through naming. Suspense is woven around 
this framing so that a narrative affinity with the rest of the performance is estab-
lished, a further narration of their eminence to show their standing in the socie-
ty. The citations of both subjects highlight different awards given to them within 
and outside Nigeria, the highest of the latter being the National Honours Award 
of the Officer of the Order of the Niger (OON), one of the most prestigious 
awards in the nation. In laudatory statements, the Professor is further intro-
duced to the audience as “distinguished scholar and seasoned administrator” 
while Madam is “a highly rated civil servant”. Through an additive construction 
that creates a piling effect, the citation performers recount pace setting acts of 
the subjects. The Professor is the first in his field of specialisation and the first 
director of a number of national establishments viz, “Nigeria’s first Professor of 
Tests and Measurements, first Director of Monitoring and Evaluation Commis-
sion, first Director/Consultant of the Centre for Educational Measurement, first 
Registrar of the National Board of Educational Measurement, and first Registrar 
of National Examination Council (Profile I, 2015).” The Madam made national 
history by being the “first woman to visit North Korea in an official capacity, the 
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first woman to be appointed the Chairman of the Federal Civil Service, and the 
first woman from Saki to become a Permanent Secretary in a Federal Ministry in 
Nigeria (Profile II, 2019).” The adjective “first” is repeated several times in their 
citations to provide unique information about the leading roles they have played 
in various capacities. The repetition is used to describe their exploits and “when 
placed side by side”, according to (Finnegan, 1976), it “adds to the impression of 
the achievement.” The positioning of “first” at the beginning of the phrases 
heightens the performative effect as such repetition/piling when produced orally 
creates emotional response and the audience responds by clapping of hands and 
shouts of admiration. Without performance, such repetition would have been 
monotonous but in these instances, it oils the performance as noted by (Gerdes, 
1990) when he opines that, “oral cultures depend heavily on repetition and re-
dundance (sic) in order to sustain an unbroken process of thought.” In the por-
trayal of the Professor, the emphasis is drawn on his ability to be a pioneer of 
some important education parastatals; he is not just a professor but someone 
whose ability has been identified as a fore-runner of essential educational servic-
es in the country. It should be noted that the narrative is a textual explication of 
the content of the citation as revealed by the rhetor but an interpretation from 
the connotative standpoint will however show that beyond this rhetoric of 
branding is the unspoken promotion of the subject and thus confirming (Barber, 
2007) statement that “the hallmark of African praise poetry, is the laconic for-
mulation that can only be interpreted in the light of a narrative or a highly spe-
cific circumstance that is not implicit in the words themselves.” 

Next is the aggregation of the subjects’ excellent performances in those places 
they held their “firsts”. In framing this narrative, the performers present the 
ideals, the expected markers of success without which people who have reached 
such heights will not be recognised. The information is collected as group to 
emphasize them in terms of quantity and possible quality. The group contains 
the innovations they brought to the bodies or ministries they headed. The ability 
of the Professor and Madam to successfully introduce these innovations in en-
vironments where innovations are sometimes resisted portrays their heroic fig-
ures. The Professor’s trailblazing fight against examination racketeering, unima-
ginable malpractices, and delay in results or outright cancellations of examina-
tion results is given ample attention during the performance. As the head of an 
examination body, he brought innovations such as releasing results within a 
week which he ups to a day in subsequent years. His innovation further intro-
duced biometric data capturing and verification to check examination fraud, he 
also introduced the novel computer-based test for examinations in Nigeria. 
These are no mean achievements going by what examination bodies in Nigeria 
had suffered in the past. For anyone to put a check on all these maladies demand 
great foresight and courage which have been identified in the Professor by the 
performer. An avenue such as this provides that chance for him to be celebrated. 
It is therefore, no wonder that the performer in an effort to showcase all these 
achievements pushes the audience through an assemblage of layered narratives 
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emanating from different experiences of the subject.  
The cultural and social contexts serve as backgrounder and become significant 

in the homage paying enacted by the performers of the citations as certain cul-
tural valuations in the unconscious moments of the subjects’ development are 
recalled to show the shaping influence of the environment on them. Place of 
birth, education and work experience become touchstones to greater heights and 
these are presented to load them with unique qualities. For instance, the Profes-
sor was born in Igboho, a rural enclave in O ̀kèògu ̀n in O ̣̀yọ́ State, when placed in 
contrast with say I ̀bàdàn or Lagos which are urban centres, Igboho becomes 
more alluring and engaging when someone from a remote village is at the fore-
front in the moulding of policies that affect everyone. He is therefore presented 
as a good ambassador of his village as far as his public image is concerned. His 
choice of educational institutions is used by the performer to promote his social 
status as he did not attend just any university but one of the first-generation 
universities in the country after which he travelled abroad for further studies. 
The performer extrapolates on these facts so that the audience will be familiar 
with the knowledge worth of the Professor who has been selected as a guest 
speaker in an academic community. One other area that is emphasised is the 
publishing profile of the subject, he has published more than 150 items which 
include books, monographs and articles, and hence he is a prolific writer, a term 
that distinguishes hard working scholars from lazy ones. His supervision of 
many students at the postgraduate level has earned him the accolade professor of 
professors which in oral tradition is a form of appellation cognomen that is 
earned from colleagues and admirers. Beyond admiration, appellation is the at-
tribution of qualities in terms of personality traits—hard work, discipline, pru-
dence and generosity; it also confirms notions of acceptability on a personality 
who is able to mentor people to reach the peak of their career. On the part of the 
Madam, she also graduated from a first-generation University in Nigeria in the 
nineteen sixties at a time when University education was a male preserve. She 
also travelled outside Nigeria to obtain postgraduate degrees and relevant train-
ings in business administration and diplomacy. According to the citation, “she 
also had In-Service Courses in Administration and Finance in University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, USA, University of Manchester, United Kingdom and 
IMEDE, Switzerland (Profile II, 2019).” Her courage and greatness are unders-
cored in the reference to the reforms and innovations she introduced to the 
Federal Civil Service such as: merit-based promotion exercise on annual basis; 
advertisement of vacancies and on-line recruitment, disciplinary cases judi-
ciously handled thereby minimizing litigation, review of guidelines on recruit-
ment, promotion and discipline, to ensure a balance in reward and sanction, 
strict adherence to rules and regulations and extant circulars in the conduct of 
activities at the FCSC (Federal Civil Service Commission), introduction of per-
formance contract as a means to measure effective performance and timeliness; 
and re-enactment of the core values of the public service. 

The Professor and Madam having achieved all the above, are recognised as 
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prominent members of professional bodies, president and vice president of clubs 
and societies and board members of organisations owing to their track record, 
pedigree and prodigy. These words are chosen to reflect the oríkì mode where a 
person’s capability is celebrated in order to accentuate a feeling of gratitude from 
the subject. They both have received numerous national and international 
awards and distinctions, letters of commendations, opportunities to represent 
the country at important academic and diplomatic fora. The attendance of in-
ternational conferences in countries such as USA, Canada, UK, Australia, France 
is also well highlighted in their citations. Their praise would have been incom-
plete without showing how widely travelled the subjects are. Recognition has 
been given to Professor by traditional rulers from his home town as Olunla of 
Igboholand and the O ̣̀ọ̀ni of Ifẹ̀ as Ààrẹ Fi ̀mọ̀gboyè of the source. His achieve-
ments are celebrated as his academic exploits, national and his traditional recog-
nitions are recounted when the performer, using generic performance codes re-
ferred to him as distinguished scholar, seasoned administrator, prolific writer 
and visionary leader. 

Madam also occupied many prominent positions in her public service career 
and these are well noted by the performer. 

As a highly rated civil servant, she served in various Federal Government 
Ministries, including Ministry of Trade, Commerce and Industries (1977-1983), 
Ministry of Finance (1984-1986), Office of the President (1986-1994) where 
she served in different capacities, i.e. Secretary for Finance and Administra-
tion (GL. 16) and became a Director (GL. 17), in 1988. She was appointed 
Permanent Secretary in 1992. During the course of her Civil Service Career, 
she represented the Federal Government at several International Confe-
rences and Meetings in different parts of the world, including the famous 
European Economic Forum, Davos, Switzerland Business Forum, Antwerp, 
Belgium and Conference on apartheid in Hove, Britain among others (Pro-
file II, 2019).  

Being a retired civil servant, her achievements and greatness are measured in 
terms of the positions she occupied while in service and her grade level at each 
point. These indices underscore the uniqueness of Madam’s attainment and the 
appreciation of the unspoken quantum of hard work that must have preceded 
each achievement. 

Since personal citation is composed to be heard and being an oral text con-
signed to print, its delivery necessarily must take into account certain perfor-
mance indicators such as the manner of voice articulation, the pace of the per-
formance, histrionics and gestures, hence (Blount, 1992) has theorised that “in 
written texts that draw on the aesthetics of vernacular performance, the relations 
of orality and literacy are continuous. The tensions between repetition and im-
provisation that operate in a verbal performance are translated into competing 
structures of creation and recollection for literary artists and their audiences.” 
The performer relies heavily on animated speech, narrative permutations, a col-
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lage of adulatory epithets and laudatory coinages which are common indices in 
oríkì in the construction of the identity of the Professor and the Madam. 

4. Conclusion 

Our foregoing discussions show the convergence between personal citation and 
the oríkì tradition despite the former’s written context. This nexus is facilitated 
by the contents and the performance structure of personal citation which shows 
forms of eclecticism and dynamism associated with oral performance. The hall-
mark of personal citation is praise performance which is constructed in the im-
age of the praise through a constellation of descriptive epithets that bring the 
positive life of the subject to the fore. The performer constructs his subject’s bi-
ographical selfhood by ascribing incongruous title(s) to him as he narrates the 
story of his life from the point of adulation. And typical of life writing, these 
narrations are mediated to reflect events that promote the subject, not an accu-
rate reconstruction of past events since “there is always a room for subtle mod-
ification, unintended misrepresentation and sometimes deliberate distortion of 
reported events in any historical account (Ngwenya, 1999).” The concern with 
reconstructing the relationship between oral and written texts often engenders 
complex re-evaluation in relation to the new perspective that has been discov-
ered in the operational modes of these interactions. In this study, the age long 
dichotomy plaguing the discourse has been further exposed as a nebulous en-
gagement as has been demonstrated in this occasional text. Within the context of 
performance studies, personal citation occupies a space that requires critical in-
sight in order to discover how a text moves from its fixed provenance to betray 
those features noticeable in the performance of oríkì. By transfiguring personal 
citation into performance, the performer has re-enacted the place of orality in a 
thriving literary culture to the effect that the Yorùbá oríkì tradition is manifestly 
used by literary artist in a formal mode encapsulated in written personal citation. 
Therefore, scholars of oral literature might want to direct their searchlights on 
other occasional written texts in order to explore the dynamics of cultural narra-
tive form in these literatures.  
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Abstract 
This paper entitled “Globalization: A Threat to Third World Existence—A 
Study of Jamaica Kincaid’s Lucy, Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross, 
and Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses” demonstrates that global and local 
interconnectedness relegates most developing nations and intensifies crises. 
The paper questions the possibility of a flat space that alleviates poverty and 
promotes equity in all spheres of existence. The problem diagnosed here is 
that globalization undermines the socio-cultural and economic integrities of 
developing nations, thereby posing as threat to their existence in a hybridized 
society. The paper argues that globalization is an organized method on which 
imperialism operates, and undeveloped nations throttle in crises. Postcolonial 
theory adequately suits contextual analyses especially as it deals with cen-
tre/margin binaries and also issues concerning space and identity. Findings 
revealed that globalization threatens the existence of most third world socie-
ties who need socio-cultural and economic restructuring to resist such threats. 
The paper concludes that for most developing nations to reap the benefits of 
globalization there is need to develop consciousness in order to deconstruct 
dependency and unite efforts, skills, and resources to resist global challenges 
and be entrenched in global memory. 
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1. Introduction 

Globalization can be described as the expansion of global linkages, the organiza-
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tion of social life on a global scale and the growth of a global economy. Many 
critics have written much on the concept of globalization. Different opinions 
and arguments display that globalization has diverse definitions and definite 
uses in current debates. The vast literature on globalization could therefore be 
summarized under the different opinions about globalization which Les Rowntree 
et al. and Frank J. Lechner and John Boli uphold in their different texts. The dif-
ferent schools of thoughts about globalization could be grouped under, pro- 
globalization; opponents of globalization; and the middle school of thought. The 
pro-globalization advocates argue that globalization is a logical and inevitable 
expression of contemporary international capitalism that will benefit all peoples 
and nations by increasing global commerce and wealth. Their argument is backed 
by the notion that by making access to capital more readily available throughout 
the world, globalization should eventually result in a certain global economic 
convergence, thus indicating that the world’s poorer countries will catch up with 
the more advanced economies. 

Opponents of globalization on their part think that globalization promotes 
free-markets and export-oriented economies at the expense of localized, sus-
tainable activities. They also dispute the empirical evidence on national devel-
opment offered by critics who take the pro-globalization stance. They show 
highly successful developing countries such as South Korea, Taiwan, and Malay-
sia have indeed been engaged with the world market, but they have generally 
done so on their own terms, rather than those prescribed by the IMF and other 
advocates of full-fledged economic globalization. They further argue that, the 
free-market model commonly promoted for developing countries is not even the 
model used in Western industrial countries for economic development. The mid-
dle school of thought which stand between pro-globalization proponents and 
challengers of globalization argues that economic globalization is unavoidable. 
They point out that even the anti-globalization movement is made possible by 
the globalizing power to the internet; therefore, it is itself an expression of globa-
lization. They further declare that while globalization holds both promises and 
pitfall, it can be managed at both the national and international levels to reduce 
economic inequalities and protect the national environment. They therefore 
vehemently argue that there is the need for strong and efficient governments; 
strengthened international institutions that are sustainably reformulated; and 
globalized networks of environmental, labor, and human rights groups. Rowntree 
et al. advance Dani Rodrik, an influential middle-ground globalization scholar’s 
argument that openness to global economy can indeed be highly beneficial, but 
that this openness must first be triggered by a country, for it to work. And they 
can do this by investing in education and also maintaining social cohesion. He 
concludes with a double opinion by saying that the world market is a source of 
disruption and upheaval as much as it is an opportunity for profit and economic 
growth. 

Though globalization optimists imagine a universal global culture uniting all 
humankind into a single community untroubled by wars, ethnic strives, or re-
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source shortages, this could be seen as a global utopia, considering the diverse 
groups of cultures with different interests that exist in the globe. Arguments in 
this paper reveal that while diversity may be the hardest thing for a society to live 
with, it may also be the most dangerous thing to live without; because, national-
ity, ethnicity, cultural distinctiveness, are all the legitimate legacy of humanity. If 
this diversity is blurred, denied, or repressed through global homogenization, 
then humanity loses one of its desirable defining traits and faces the risk of ex-
tinction in global history. Mary Kaldor in Global Civil Society: An Answer to 
War says “globalization refers to the spread of global capitalism as well as to an 
array of policies (liberalization, deregulation and privatization) which facilitate 
this spread” (Kaldor, 2003). Ayo Kehinde share a similar opinion with Kaldor as 
he too posits that global North and South relationship is characterized by in-
equality, which is entrenched in capitalism. This unequal relationship of power 
is reflected in the socio-cultural and economic lives between North and South. 
This paper adapts a workable definition for globalization as a route through 
which imperial powers subtly exercise domination over cultures, economy, and 
state apparatuses to uphold their interests. Eleonore Kofman and Gillian Youngs 
write in Globalization Theory and Practice that: “Globalization has affected the 
management of international migration in the same way that it affected the ex-
pansion of financial capital, namely through the regulation and re-regulation of 
spaces of circulation” (Dalby, 2003). The process of globalization has effects not 
only on movement of people and financial capital, but also on the environment, 
on culture and on the political system. Postcolonial theory which addresses is-
sues of domination and also encourages the pluralism of cultures is as a result 
important in this study because of its significant impacts in the field of globaliza-
tion. The study uses Kincaid’s Lucy, wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross, and 
Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses to underline that historical events in a global so-
ciety are governed by socio-cultural and economic imperialism. The paper is 
structured thus: Cultural imperialism; social correlations; economic capitalism; 
and change, a growth mechanism. These underline how globalization pushes 
imperialism and also emphasize the importance of change to ensure the growth 
of third world nations. 

2. Cultural Imperialism 

Post colonial discourse is concerned with matters of suppression and representa-
tion among other issues as Bill Ashcroft et al. and John Macleod among other 
post colonial critics have underscored. It gives an ample insight into the prob-
lems central to globalized societies. Though globalization advocates the expan-
sion of global trade and investments, it advances cultural imperialism, thus de-
scribed as “westernalization” by Frank J. Lechner et al. because of its repressive 
nature which is detrimental to most societies. This section points up the impacts 
of globalization on developing nations in the cultural domains, especially as ex-
pressed in education and language. 
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Though globalization has advantages on education as it promotes online 
learning, it serves as a threat to developing nations whose history and cultural 
identity are threatened by the curriculum prescribed. Kincaid in her novel, Lucy, 
emphasizes how the Antiguans suffer identity crises and trauma through the 
education imparted on them. Lucy’s alien education jeopardises her identity and 
places her in a state of trauma. Though she is applauded for her dexterity in the 
mastery of the subject she is being taught in school, she experiences alienation 
which results to crisis, as she is taught a foreign history and culture. Irrespective 
of the fact that she tries to disassociate herself from such foreign culture and 
history, she suffers from trauma, which is manifested in her dream in which she 
sees herself being chased by daffodils which succeeded to bury her. Her expe-
rience is a symbol to express how weaker nations face the risk of being erased 
from the history and culture of a global society. Though Lucy is not a migrant, 
she experiences cultural suppression in her own locality through her education. 
Wa Thiong’o in Something Torn and New: An African Renaissance speaks out 
that: 

…it was the way our teacher taught the South Africa story, from the pers-
pective of the black experience, that brought it home to us, and the names 
of Shaka, Moshoeshoe, and Cetewayo became part of our collective memo-
ry. When the Mau Mau war for Kenya’s independence started in 1952, the 
colonial administration reacted by closing down these schools or taking 
them over, so as to turn the story of South Africa into that Vasco da Gama, 
Kruger and the Great Trek, and of course General Smuts (Wa Thiong’o, 
2009).  

Wa Thiong’o in the above quotation emphasizes the importance of a learning 
curriculum to reflect the history and culture of a people. This is because it 
creates awareness and familiarizes a people to their history and culture. Cultural 
imperialism prevails in a global context as reflected through Lucy who is taught 
another’s culture, and is represented through an alien lens. Her inadequacy to 
pronounce words in another’s accent signals her alienation as she becomes an 
outsider in both cultures. Most school curriculums do not reflect local realities 
in most developing nations. This subtle separation of indigenes from their local 
realities is not accidental but it is a systematic calculation to extinct a people 
from world history. Globalization therefore promotes cultural imperialism as 
seen in Lucy’s transformation which leaves her rootless in a modern society. Her 
attempt to disassociate herself from the foreign culture with which she comes to 
contact creates a psychological battle field that results in trauma. Her expe-
riences with daffodils, contrast with that of Mariah. While she sees it as an op-
pressive tool that suppresses her own cultural values, Mariah on her part sees it 
as an emblem of peace and beauty. Mariah feels so good at the presence of daf-
fodils which to her is a kind of rejuvenation, a source of life. She says: 

Have you ever seen daffodils pushing their ways up out of the ground? And 
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when they’re in bloom and all massed together, a breeze comes along and 
makes them to curtsy to the lawn stretching out in front of them. Have you 
ever seen that? When I see that, I feel so glad to be alive (Kincaid, 1991).  

Daffodils become a representation of superior cultures. They push their way 
up out of the ground metaphorically signifying that superior cultures will super-
sede in a global society. Philip G. Altbach maintains a pessimistic view which to 
an extent is realistic as he thinks that neocolonialism is a continuous process and 
cannot be wiped out especially as education is concerned (Albach et al., 1995). 
Lucy’s exhaustion which is a consequence of her contact with alien educational 
values, contrasts with Mariah’s ecstasy driven by her contact with the same cul-
ture to which she is familiar. The contradictory emotions of both Lucy and Ma-
riah stimulated by a sole culture, evoke binaries as the superiority of one culture 
is reinforced; and also symbolize the gap between advanced and developing na-
tion in a global mélange.  

Cultural imperialism is also indisputably manifested through language. Lan-
guage is a cultural aspect among others, which defines the essence of a people. 
One very essential aspect of neocolonialism suffered by most developing nations 
is their incessant use of European languages which are marks of colonial inhe-
ritance. From the time of colonialism till present day, European languages are 
used as communication media in most third world nations. The continuous 
usage of such languages by indigenes even out of school milieu has devastating 
aftermaths as indigenes become strangers to their native languages. Wa Thiong’o 
in Devil on the Cross, presents a lamentable situation where the English lan-
guage has drastic interference with the indigenous language, severely affecting 
indigenes. 

Kihaahu wa Gatheeca, whose rootless state is reinforced by his foreign name, 
Lord Gabriel Bloodwell-Stuart-Jones, is proud to announce that his children 
have a firm mastering of the English language. He is even happy to make it 
known that his children cannot adequately express themselves in their indigen-
ous languages, Gikuyu and Kiswahili. He says, “I don’t mind that they speak 
their national languages like Italian foreigners” (Wa Thiong’o, 1985). Gatheeca, 
consumption habits portrays him as a mimicked individual in his own locality. 
Kehinde advances the view that minority languages are threatened by globaliza-
tion. Globalization is consequently characterized by marginalization in all per-
ceptions. Gatheeca’s family, even in their own locality has lost their cultural au-
thenticity in both expression and identification. Their cultural values are under 
extermination as it is evident that the next generation will have no clue of their 
cultural elements. Their fate in the globe shall be marginalization as their roots 
shall be difficult to trace if nothing is urgently done to revamp their cultural val-
ues.  

Gatheeca’s renaming as “Lord Gabriel…” recreates a new image of him. This 
is a strategy the colonizer uses to implant his memory on the colonized. As such, 
they are subjugated and dismembered as legitimate part in the global world. 
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There is therefore the need for an urgent cultural restoration especially in the do-
main of education and language because language refers to the study of signs, sign 
systems, and the manner in which meaning is derived as Rose Murfin and Supryia 
M. Ray point out in The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms (Mur-
fin & Ray, 1979). Franz Fanon elucidates in Black Mask, White Skin that, “To speak 
means to be in position to use certain syntax, to grasp the morphology of this or 
that language, but it is above all support to assume a culture to bear the weight of 
the civilization (Fanon, 1967)”. Expression in a foreign language, presupposes the 
superiority of that language. Globalization thus strengthens binaries and puts weak-
er cultures at the risk of extinction as it has been underpinned in this section. 

3. Social Correlations 

Globalization facilitates movements from one place to the other. Mary kaldor 
argues that state boundaries no longer pose restrictions in global civil societies. 
Consequently, integration between foreigners in a global society cannot be 
avoided; yet it has not been as cordial as one would have expected. An objective 
of globalization is to promote economic progress and harmony among the 
people of the globe. Derogatory social attitudes challenge this objective as 
growth is impossible in a social aggressive environment. Postcolonial theory 
which backs arguments in this paper is concerned with migrants’ experiences 
and denounces the harm done by the privileged to the unprivileged. A major is-
sue presented in Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses is the consequence of migration 
on people. McLeod demonstrates in Beginning Postcolonialism that migration 
challenges the notion of home which gives an individual a sense of belonging in 
the world. Rushdie’s characters, Gibreel Farishta and Saladin Chamchawala mi-
grate “…from a great height…towards the English Channel… (Rushdie, 1989)”. 
Their relocation to England is motivated by the desire for a better living. But the 
trip is described as a fall demonstrating their yearning for better home in a for-
eign environment is an illusion. Their movement rather displaces them from 
home and they experience no sense of belonging in a global world as reflected in 
their social encounters.  

Their experiences with the people they meet buttress marginality and preju-
dice. Chamchawala’s relationship with his English wife indicates social clash. He 
suffers trauma inflicted by his wife’s aggressive attitude towards him. Her atti-
tude towards him is characterized by antagonism and prejudice underlining no 
love, indicating that they cannot complement each other in their daily activities. 
Social factors as well as economic factors are important elements for growth and 
development in any society; so Chamchawala’s offensive relationship with his 
wife can only retard their growth. He further loses his essence of existence as his 
wife describes him a as “a shadow’, a ghost” (Rushdie, 1989), indicating that he 
has become nonexistence in the global process. His motive of migrating is chal-
lenged because “what had taken him over was the will to live, unadulterated, ir-
resistible, pure, and the first thing it did was to inform him that it had nothing to 
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do with pathetic personality, that half-reconstructed affair of mimicry and voic-
es, it intended to bypass all that…” (Rushdie, 1989). Chamchawala migrates in 
search for a good life which is possible through the hybridization or globaliza-
tion process, but his vision is disillusioned as he is considered in his new envi-
ronment as a “pathetic personality”. His experience confirms Adamu Pangmeshi’s 
assertion that people experience disillusionment relocating from one place to 
other in search for a better life (Pangmeshi, 2018). His dreams are deferred as his 
wretchedness is reinforced by racism and alienation which result to trauma. Ngome 
Jemia Maureen affirms that, racial supremacy encourages relegation, segregation, 
and degradation (Maureen, 2020). Chamchawala and Gibreel are debased and 
isolated in their new environment which emphasizes their nothingness.  

Globalization is a process of hybridization that encourages a global social rela-
tionship as it has been reiterated above. Wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross as-
sembles people from different parts of the world. The society in which they meet 
is characterized by social and economic exploitation. M. L. Jhingan in The Eco-
nomics of Development and Planning quotes Nurkse thus: “Economic develop-
ment has much to do with human endowment, social attitudes, political condi-
tions and historical incidents” (Jhingan, 2012). In Devil on the Cross, the leaders 
and elites of the society demonstrate pervasive social attitudes through class dis-
tinction, extravagance, and dependency. The high status group upholds social 
dignity through pervasive social attitudes that ruin their economy. They con-
stantly organize extravagant feasts where they lavish the nation’s income and 
display their expertise in chasing women and buying numerous ostentatious 
cars. They connect with other people in the globe as illustrated in the passage 
below: 

…First things first. This feast is not a Devil’s feast, and it has not been or-
ganized by Satan. This feast has been arranged by the organization for 
Modern Theft and Robbery in Ilmorog to commemorate a visit by foreign 
guests from an organization for the thieves and robbers of the Western 
world, particularly from America, England, Germany, France, Italy, Sweden 
and Japan, called the International organization for Thieves and Robbers 
(Wa Thiong’o, 1985).  

It is evident from the above passage that Globalization is all about capitalism 
and exploitation. Foreign agents confirm that though they come from different 
countries with different skin color, tongues and religion, they share one objec-
tive, “theft” which signifies exploitation. They acknowledge that “We have come 
to you as to our friends, who are also the local watchdogs who guard our in-
vestments. So when we are here, we feel very much at home” (Wa Thiong’o, 
1985). The foreigners call the indigenes their friends because they protect their 
investments and are not trade orientated, so, they are not potential competitors, 
thus cannot be threats to their economic advancement. The indigenes who are 
“watchdogs” of foreign investments remain sycophants to their masters and pose 
as obstacles to other indigenes who are conscious of the importance of invest-
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ments to the growth of their economy. Their social attitude promotes a vicious 
circle of poverty as they do not practice any strict savings as other societies 
which value economic development do. Their indifference in savings and in-
vestments results to capital deficiency, low productivity, low income, and low 
demand. These keep them perpetually backward and vulnerable in a global 
scene. As this section has underscored, it is evident that in a global setting the 
unprivileged undergo social marginalization and their visibility in a global set-
ting is under threat. 

4. Economic Capitalism 

Economic imperialism does not necessitate settlement in different places for it to 
work. It is a kind of indirect rule that operates imperceptibly. John McLeod 
opines that imperialism is “The extension and expansion of trade and commerce 
under the protection of political, legal and military control” (McLeod, 2000). 
The liberty of integration facilitated by globalization constantly promotes the 
subtle expansion and domination of nations. Simon Dalby in his article entitled, 
Globalization, Geography and Environmental Security states that “globalization 
implies that the demise of nation-state is either imminent or that states will be 
subsumed within some transnational regional arrangements driven by some 
economic integration” (Dalby, 2003). Wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross high-
lights that economic integration does not favor most Developing nations whose 
economies continue to experience a downturn, putting their identities at risk in 
a global context as they are often knocked out of global economic competition as 
demonstrated in this section. 

Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross is all about neo-imperialism and ex-
ploitation. It uses the biblical allusion of the talents to show how neo-imperialism 
operates. The text highlights that at the dawn of independence, the colonialists 
had to depart from the territories they had occupied though they are not willing 
to relinquish power and authority. It is evident that they must physically leave 
their colonies, so they take measures to ensure their economic dominion. As a 
result, they put in place mechanisms to secure their interest. They devise control 
methods by insinuating that they are preparing leadership positions for the co-
lonized, meanwhile their intention is to continuously marginalize them and to 
keep their economy handicap so that they continue relying on them for their 
wellbeing. Charles Ngiewih Teke underlines the subtle ways in which globaliza-
tion through economic and technological power reinforces center/margin bina-
ries as the powerful North dominates the South (Teke, 2016). In wa Thiong’o’s 
text used in this study, such dominance is evidence as the master who represents 
powerful nations calls his servants and distribute investments and capital for 
them to multiply and protect. The relationship that binds them is master/servant 
relationship characterized by exploitation, which is denounced and decon-
structed by postcolonial critics. There is no genuine exchange of economic tal-
ents and values as the master is dissatisfied with the servant who does not use his 
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talents to generate profits and expand his estates. He retrieves his capital from 
him and adds to that of his faithful and subservient servant who had made huge 
profits. 

Globalization is clearly perceived as neo-imperialism because the master’s 
plan is to indirectly make investments that will give him total control of the 
economy as it is evidence in Devil on the Cross. Athanasius Ako Ayuk in his ar-
ticle, African Center, Western Margin: Heart of Darkness and Conrad’s Exorcist 
Narrative notes that, “…the twenty-first, century…more global in political and 
economic outlook, is still marred by frenzied arguments on problems of race, 
but, perhaps, more especially on the politics of Western incursions in autonom-
ous political and economic entities…” (Ayuk, 2017). Today, the West as in the 
past still penetrates and dominates in the socio-political and economic affairs of 
the African continent as well as other developing nations. The distribution of 
capital for servants to use their talents to multiply, illustrates egoism and exploi-
tation which aggravates crises especially as the Africans are blind to recognize 
these as Ayuk emphasizes. Such blindness is visible through the servants who use 
their talents diligently to increase the wealth of their master though they are as 
Marshall Clough writes in Mau Mau Memoirs: History, Memory, and Politics 
that, the “proverbial farmer…is denied a meal…It is not the farmer who eats the 
food he has grown” (Clough, 1998). The two servants above who are faithful to 
their master multiply the capital he hands to them. It is obvious that they can 
achieve such tremendous success only by being industrious, self-disciplined, 
thrifty, and by practicing strict savings. They are like the proverbial farmer 
quoted above, as they remain famished in order to better accumulate their mas-
ter’s wealth. The servant who comes to self-realization and self-consciousness 
that the wealth of a nation can only be produced by workers of that nation, de-
cides not to work for others but to use his sweat and talent to work for his per-
sonal growth, and for the growth of his nation. He becomes conscious of the sig-
nificance of investment in the process of growth. David Horowitz in Hemis-
pheres North and South: Economic Disparity among Nations underlines that: 

…economic growth is, to a considerable degree, the function of investment, 
so that investment is the potential of growth, the protection for the future is 
of a widening differential in standards of living. Not only does the accepted 
notion of the developing world’s catching up with the progress of the de-
veloped world become totally without basis in fact, but this predicament 
can have other sinister implications (Horowitz, 1966). 

Investment as Horowitz sensitizes is the key to economic growth. The mas-
ter’s growth is secured by his investment of capital. He exploits the available 
cheap labor of his dependent and blind servants to maximize his profits. But the 
servant who refuses to multiply his master’s capital understands that investment 
to a large extend causes economic independence and growth. He decides to shun 
dependency and focus on personal investments like his Master. He embraces 
struggle as a means of liberation from mental slavery and to restore his econom-
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ic power. Christopher Clapham in Africa and the International System: The Pol-
itics of State Survival writes that, “…globalization… included a rapid increase in 
the mobility of capital…and functional integration in the global economy” 
(Clapham, 1996). Since globalization includes the mobility of capital the servant 
returns his master’s capital, hoping to get a loan to make his own personal in-
vestments. Matthew J. Slaughter and Phillip Swagel’s opinion in their article 
Asante entitled, Does Globalization Lower Wages and export Jobs? that, “An 
important trend in labor market in advanced economies has been a steady shift 
in demand away from the less skilled towards the more skilled…” (Slaughter & 
Swagel, 2000). This assertion is reflected in the master’s decision to retrieve his 
capital from his unfaithful and disobedient servant whom he considers as un-
skilled and shift it to his more skilled servant who had worked hard to make big 
profits. This demonstrates the highly competitive nature of globalization from all 
perceptions. That notwithstanding the servant who is now left with no capital 
exhibits enlightenment as he is conscious and consistent in the decision he too 
takes. He deconstructs slave mentality and is determined to free himself from 
dependency which keeps him continuously entrapped. He understands the 
power of unity, so, strategizes to unite with local collaborators to refurbish their 
economy. Molefi Kete Asante in Afrocentricity writes: “Malcolm X challenged 
the historical arrogance and political assertion of racial supremacy in America” 
(Asante, 1996). In like manner, the above servant challenges exploitation. He 
understands like Malcolm that, “liberation could only come from a person’s ac-
tive will… Malcolm’s appeal to us was to use “any means necessary” to rid our-
selves of the baggage of slavery and self-doubt (Asante, 1996). He is therefore 
determined to use the means at his disposal to elevate himself and his nation in 
the global scene. He as a result seeks both collective consciousness and unity as 
channels to freedom and growth, keeping in mind that victory comes from aspi-
ration, industriousness, and a genuine vision. 

5. Change, a Growth Mechanism 

Globalization has put at stake the identities of most third world nations whose 
cultures disappear in a global congregation. Cultural cohabitation in the midst of 
disparity has widened gaps and encouraged exploitation that generate conflicts. 
Post colonial thinkers stress the importance of resistance when faced with chal-
lenges. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak who occupies a vital space as far as postco-
lonial criticism is concerned reacts against the persistent tendency for the third 
world people to be represented as the “other” and is of the opinion that the rele-
gated should fervently fight against capitalism. Edward W. Said in a like manner 
holds that, the idea of oppression and difference must be debunked. Though 
Post colonial critics worry about the marginal representation of third world citi-
zens, what these people should understand is that the initiative to make progress 
in a global context must first come from the nationals themselves and not fixed 
from outside. Therefore for change to be effected, mindsets should be evolutio-
nary, rather than revolutionary oriented. This section stresses the need for most 
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developing nations to deconstruct habits that have a backward pull in the eco-
nomic sphere and reconstruct positive attitudes that improve development. 
These are necessary if they must face the risk of being erased from the global 
scene and face the task of competing on an egalitarian platform.  

So far this study has used Kincaid’s Lucy; wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross; 
and Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses to draw attention to the challenges faced by 
most third world nations in the globalization process. There is the need to re-
construct mindsets to achieve sustainable change that could meet the visions 
shaped by globalization. For change to be realized, certain pertinent questions 
are asked. Rushdie in The Satanic Verses questions who we are, thereby, evoking 
Aristotle’s philosophy of being. James F. Anderson in Introduction to the Meta-
physics of St. Thomas Aquinas confirms that:  

Aristotle employs the phrase “and those things belonging to being in virtue 
of its own nature,” not simply “those things which appertain to or exist in 
being,” in order to point out that it is not the office of science to consider 
those things that exist in its subject accidentally but only those that are 
present in it essentially (Anderson, 1990).  

Aristotle in the above passage underscores that change is implanted in the 
good will of individuals and not derived from external agents. Rushdie in The 
Satanic Verses maintains that, “History asks us: what manner of cause are we? 
Are we uncompromising, absolute, strong, or will we show ourselves to be time-
servers, who compromise, trim and yield (Rushdie, 1989)? This is a clarion call 
for consciousness, instructing not only the characters encountered in texts used 
in this study but a call for a people to redefine their being in a converging socie-
ty.  

The economy is the engine that drives a nation. Rowntree et al. posit that, “In 
terms of trade, Sub-Saharan Africa’s connection with the world is limited. The 
level of overall trade is low both within the region and outside it” (Rowntree et 
al., 2003). This implies that they are mostly consumers in the global scene as they 
mostly import foreign goods rather than export local products that could gener-
ate wealth. Their link to the global economy is not marked by an egalitarian ex-
change of goods but by their dependence on loans and financial aid. These ag-
gravate poverty and leave them at the margin in the affairs of the globe. This 
calls for concern and also reaffirms the need for the construction of an auto-
nomous economic pattern that includes them in a global capitalist economic 
system. Change is consequently required to build an economy and personality 
that resist global challenges. Wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross exposes the pre-
dicaments of most developing nations in a global scene, where foreigners mo-
nopolize the industrial sector and have absolute control of the economy. They 
occupy a centre space as they are owners of capital while developing nations as 
illustrated in the text are dependent and offer only their services to foreigners to 
be able to survive. Mwireri’s self realization makes him refuse to depend on for-
eign aid for subsistence. He is aware that foreign aid cannot completely eradicate 
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poverty and create sustainable development. As a result he takes the task to be 
independent and decides to set up a factory for himself. 

Mwirere’s vision to be independent through his investments is blemished by 
some aspects which propel economic backwardness such as lack of capital, im-
mobility factors, and low labor efficiency among other issues. Since globalization 
increases capital flow, Mwireri “had to go to the foreign–owned banks to nego-
tiate a loan… so that I could buy fodder for the workers and still left with 
enough to buy machine ….” (Wa Thiong’o, 1985). Kehinde notes that: “Africa is 
totally deprived of its sovereignty, strangled economically and culturally by glo-
balization. This continent has been sacrificed upon the Alter of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank Policies; sick from poverty, disease and 
corrupt leadership” (Kehinde, 2016). Though Kehinde’s opinion is not void as 
reflected through Mwireri whose strive to emerge is challenged; the ecomomic 
emergence of Mwrirere’s society is not his sole responsibility; but also that of the 
leaders who govern that society. Therefore they have the responsibility to put up 
socio-economic structures that boost change and progress. Mwirere’s aspiration 
as an entrepreneur is strangled because he takes a loan from foreign owned 
banks which generate soaring interests. He fails because of insufficient capital 
equipment, technological backwardness, and low income. Additionally his pro-
duction cost is high. This makes it difficult for him to excel in business and to 
resist global market competition. Clapham emphasizes the importance of capital 
in trade but capital is not enough for progress as Jhingan argues. Therefore, for 
Mwirere and other community members to succeed in trade, capital as well oth-
er as other economic and social factors are important. 

Many factors challenge Mwirere’s industrialization initiative. His success is 
limited because of his dependence on his competitors’ technology to increase his 
skills and turn-out in business. They limit his success by inflating the prices of 
machines he request, delay supply, and feign scarcity when he is in need of spare 
parts. His competitors make certain that they overflow the market with similar 
goods, bringing down prices such that Mwireri can hardly meet with his produc-
tion cost. Cornelia Navari avers in Internationalism and the State in the Twen-
tieth Century that: 

Industrialization through import substitution generally met with only li-
mited success. The economies of many developing countries suffered from 
inefficiency, as well as high prices. Some of their products cost more to 
produce than to sell, often because the imports required to produce them 
cost more than the export price of the finished goods. The highest priority 
was given to the construction of new factories and the purchase of new 
machinery. But the practice often left little money for sufficient raw materi-
al… (Navari, 2000). 

Navari in the above citation captures some of those factors that cause eco-
nomic downturn in most developing countries as reflected in Mwirere’s business 
experiences. That notwithstanding, economic growth is impossible if social in-
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stitutions, moral values, and political circumstances do not promote develop-
ment. Other local agents who are leaders in their society exhibit ignorance and 
administrative incompetence as they ally with foreigners to wreck Mwirere’s lo-
cal economic initiative as illustrated in the text. They also display amoral atti-
tudes that impede national progress. Their extravagant and extraordinary social 
attitudes reflected in their consumption habits and on their dependency on for-
eign ideologies and material resources keep the entire nation susceptible. They 
need to deconstruct such attitudes if they must face competition on an egalita-
rian platform in a global society. Jean-Emmanuel Pondi in Life and Death of 
Muammar Al-Qadhafi: What Lessons for Africa? Questions thus:  

…who in the so-called international community, really has a genuine inter-
est to support the idea of an Africa gradually moving towards economic and 
financial independence and autonomy? If Africa gains financial and eco-
nomic independence, what would become of the World Bank and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (Pondi, 2013)?  

The above quote displays that the challenges Mwireri faces in a market 
economy that encourages a free play of market forces is an approach to keep him 
vulnerable and dependent. His case epitomizes the quandaries of third world na-
tions who must remain economically and financially weak so as to depend on 
loans from global financial institutions to push their economy. The leaders in 
Mwirere’s community must evolve in mindsets and integrate with industrious 
citizens to transform their societies to make growth possible. They need to ab-
andon their extravagant consumption habits and practice strict savings in order 
to be able to invest and make better their economy so as to be remembered in 
world affairs. Wa Thiong’o states that:  

The African eagle can fly only with his re-membered wings. Re-membering 
Africa will bring about the flowering of the African renaissance; and Afro 
modernity will play its role in the globe on the reciprocal egalitarian basis of 
give and take, ultimately realizing the Garveysian vision of common hu-
manity of progress and achievement “that will wipe away the odor of preju-
dice, and elevate the human race to the height of real godly love and satis-
faction (Wa Thiong’o, 2009).” 

Wa Thiong’o provokes the Africans as well as other third world nations to 
re-establish their greatness and take part in the affairs of the globe. They are to 
recreate their images to experience a rebirth that can create a positive impact in 
their dealings with the world. Africans as Mwirere exemplifies, need to unite 
their efforts and evolve in order to reconstruct an African modernity that will 
empower them to deconstruct dependency and promote an egalitarian reciproc-
al role of give and take in global affairs. It is only through renaissance that most 
third world nations will be able to wash away the stink of prejudice to enjoy the 
numerous benefits of Globalization. Mwireri as a result, recommends the fol-
lowing: 
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“So today I say this. Let us unite, big and small to develop our own machine 
tools, because the sweat and the blood of our own people is in cheap and 
endless supply.” 
“Don’t be deceived by anybody into thinking that we have no iron ore. 
There is no natural resource that is not available in this country, oil in-
cluded. But even if we had no large supply of iron ore, we could still devel-
op what in English has been called maintenance technology, yaani, the 
knowledge of turning used iron ore into usable smelted iron. What do you 
think has permitted Japan to survive as an industrial power (Wa Thiong’o 
1985)?” 

Mwireri evokes some growth factors like human resources, natural resources, 
capital, technology, and enterprise which are needed to stimulate economic 
growth. He persuades and sensitizes his community members to abandon de-
structive social habits and unite their effort as a collective body to reconstruct 
their society. Therefore, challenges as experienced by characters in this study 
must be challenged to ensure growth and harmony. Chamchawala who expe-
riences social relegation from his wife, must empower himself to gain her attrac-
tion, rather than search for a better life on another’s terrain. Lucy’s curriculum 
must also be modified to meet with local needs and challenges. And the elites in 
wa Thiong’o’s text must also grow in mindset. Instead of giving their children 
purely academic education which alienates them in the global society, they 
should impart in them professional and technical education that can empower 
them to reverse the vicious economic circle of poverty that keeps them backward 
in global affair. Pondi writes thus, “Blessed be the day that most senior African 
leaders would finally agree to usher their continent, our continent, into the con-
cert of nations, as a continent whose intergovernmental organization, The 
AU—is cleansed of financial dependence” (Pondi, 2013). Unity and autonomy 
are ways forward to promote sustainable growth that could result in integration 
on equal basis. 

6. Conclusion 

This paper entitled, Globalization; a Threat to Third World Existence: A Study 
of Jamaica Kincaid’s Lucy; Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross; and Salman 
Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses has established through its findings that globaliza-
tion threatens the existence of most third world societies who need so-
cio-cultural and economic restructuring to resist such threats. General discus-
sions underlined that globalization increases imperialism, especially as there was 
no egalitarian and reciprocal relationship between advanced nations and third 
world nations as texts informed. Instead, most third world nations faced the risk 
of extinction as illustrated in the relationships between weaker and stronger 
characters in texts underpinning this study. With the weak constantly margina-
lized from all perceptions, the conclusion drawn is that, for weaker characters, as 
well as third world nations to enjoy the benefits of globalizations, there is a need 
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to develop consciousness; deconstruct dependency; and unite efforts, skills, and 
resources to be able to resist global challenges and be entrenched in global 
memory. 
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Abstract 
Language is the carrier of culture and culture influences language, whereas 
their relation is not static but dynamic which can be indicted from the Shi-
gandang Cultural records in the English language. As an important folk cul-
ture, Taishan Shigandang was believed to ward off evil spirits, protect people 
and keep security. And this belief can be found in the English literary records 
about Taishan Shigandang. This paper is to describe the cultural development 
in Taishan Shigandang studies in the English records, then search for the si-
milarities and differences between the Shigandang culture in English and 
Chinese after a historical analysis. Finally, an explanation is provided to fully 
understand Shigandang culture. 
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1. Literature Review about the Study of Taishan Shigandang 

The relationship between language and culture has always been inseparable as 
language carries culture, and culture affects language. Furthermore, the rela-
tionship between them is dynamic and developing, just as Du Daoming put for-
ward “Language is not only a cultural phenomenon, but also a living fossil of 
history and culture. It plays an irreplaceable role in the construction and inhe-
ritance of culture and the communication between different cultures; on the 
other hand, different cultural characteristics often lead to different language 
characteristics (Du, 2008).” This paper makes an analysis of the folk culture of 
Taishan Shigandang, which intensively appeared in English documents from the 
middle and late 19th century to the middle of the 20th century, in order to show 
the image of Taishan Shigandang described in English, so as to explore how 
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English describes the image of Shigandang, what are the similarities and differ-
ences between English and Chinese Shigandang culture, and what are the rea-
sons for the differences. 

Shigandang, also known as Taishan Shigandang, is a major feature of Taishan 
folk belief and the focus of experts and scholars. Professor Ye Tao published 
Taishan Shigandang in 2007 (Ye, 2007) which discusses in detail the context, 
overseas dissemination and various related customs and legends of Taishan Shi-
gandang. He believes that “the auspicious peace culture expressed by Taishan 
Shigandang reflects people’s general desire for peace and harmony, and shows 
the humanistic spirit and cultural creativity of the Chinese nation”. Professor 
Zhou Ying discussed the historical development of Taishan Shigandang from 
being banned and abolished to carrying forward (Zhou, 2015), and put forward 
that Taishan Shigandang, which has been inherited for thousands of years, re-
poses people’s good wishes for peace, auspiciousness and health, and their sense 
of historical responsibility as “being able to take responsibilities”.  

From the above, it is not difficult to see that Taishan Shigandang is not only 
an important folk belief deeply rooted in people’s hearts, but also has a sense of 
time and responsibility. Similarly, this can also be found in English literary 
records with the corresponding same and different expressions. 

2. Lists and Descriptions of Taishan Shigandang in English  
Literary Records 

The earlier record of Taishan Shigandang can be traced back to 1869, when John 
Livingstone Nevius in his book “China and the Chinese” (Nevius, 1869) stated: 

A house standing at the terminus of a street or alley where the road branches 
off on each side, is supposed to be subjected to the same evil influence, from the 
stream of bad luck flowing along the street and beating against it. A stone slab is 
generally seen erected at such places bearing the inscription Tai shan shih kan 
tang—“I am, or I represent, the Taishan rock, and am not afraid to withstand 
you.” Taishan is the name of one of the largest and most celebrated mountains 
in the empire; and as a solid mountain not only withstands all evil influences, 
but is the source of those which are auspicious, this name is used as a charm to 
frighten back the adverse tide of evil. No one ever supposes that these stones 
came from Taishan, and it is amusing to see the inscription sometimes on a 
brick. 

Later, Shigandang was consistently the focus and interestingly described. 
W. O. Elterich (Elterich, 1894) said that Taishan’s sacredness may be seen 

from the fact that the Chinese regard simply a brick or stone from this mountain 
when set up at the end of a street as sufficient to drive away all evil spirits who 
would desire to use the street as a path way. Quite frequently one can see in the 
wall opposite the end of the street, instead of the customary shrine, a brick or 
stone with the inscription, “Mt. Tai can withstand you (Elterich, 1894).” 

Frederick Brown (Brown, 1908) described: all over China there are stones 
placed at the side of rivers where they are liable to break their banks, facing 

https://doi.org/10.4236/als.2021.94020


F. Tian 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/als.2021.94020 191 Advances in Literary Study 
 

dangerous rapids, at crossroads, and facing the entrance to public and private 
buildings. The stones are of various sizes, shapes, and designs. They are sur-
mounted by the head of a monster; below are the characters Tai-Shan-Shih (this 
stone is from the Tai mountain). The Chinese say that no demon will face such a 
monster, who guards the way to any dwelling, crossroads or rapids. The origin 
of this superstition is as follows: on the highest peak of Tai-Shan (one of the five 
sacred mountains of China) there is a god who decapitates demons, whose name 
is “Kan-Tang”, and any stone carried from Tai Shan with Kan Tang’s figure en-
graved thereon can destroy or oppose demons and drive away disease (Brown, 
1908).  

Emily G. Kemp wrote a book named The Face of China (Kemp, 1909) after 
her travel around. She noticed Shigandang and depicted: Stones are carried from 
it to all parts of the province, and when a house is built with an unlucky as-
pect—namely, facing a cross-road or a turning-one of these stones is built into 
the wall, with an inscription, “The stone from Tai Shan accepts the responsibility 
(Kemp, 1909).” 

The further discussion and deeper understanding of Shigandang were by 
George Evans Moule (Moule, 1912) after his talking with Emmanuel-èdouard 
Chavannes who did a great contribution to the study of Taishan. Moule used the 
Chinese characters 泰山石敢當 to regard it as a formula, “carved on stone, 
brick, or wood and sometimes surmounted by a tiger’s head is fixed to a house 
which stands opposite the end of a street or lane as a charm against evil influ-
ences which may come unchecked by any corner down such street or lane. There 
used to be specimens of such charms in the Nanking Road and other parts of the 
Foreign Settlement at Shanghai. There is also evidence that in the fourteenth 
century the three words Shih kan tang 石敢當 alone were used, and Dr. de 
Groot seems to think that this is even now the more common form, so that it is 
quite possible that the charm had originally no connexion with Tai Shan. There 
is also evidence that a little figure was used in place of the inscribed stone and 
Shih is more than once explained as a personal name. In a village in the south of 
Tai An district I know a (seemingly Buddhist) figure carved on a block of stone 
opposite the end of a street. The formula Tai Kung chih tzu 太公至此 which 
certainly refers to a person is used in a similar way. The longer form Taishan 
Shih Shen kan tang 泰山石神敢當 is also used (Moule, 1912).” 

Heinrich Hackmann (Hackmann, 1914) compiled a book after his travel, in 
which Taishan Shigandang was illustrated as “Taishan shih Kantang”, i.e., “Tai-
shan dares to defy the evil spirits”. And the rock from this hill (Taishan) let into 
the remotest walls of houses in the furthest parts of China. Furthermore the car-
rying away of pieces of rock and putting them up again else whereto ensure by 
their presence the banishment of evil spirits even can remind one of the story in 
the old testament of how the tables of stone were given to the children of Israel 
on Mount Sinai，and how they carried them about with them in the ark as a 
visible sign of the omnipresent God (Hackmann, 1914).  

In 1917, after Florence Wheelock Ayscough (Ayscough, 1917) visited Taishan, 
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she gave a speech about the sacred mountain and in it, some words were about 
Taishan Shigandang since the pilgrims who desire protection for their houses 
have but to place in one of their outer walls a stone upon which are cut the cha-
racters Taishan shih kantang. These stones are found all over the country. She 
noticed that some Shigandang were depicted on the screen stands on the Sinza 
Road, while she believed that these were slightly different forms in far off Ssü 
Ch’üan (Ayscough, 1917).  

In 1919, Guy Morrison Walker (Walker, 1919) described Shigandang as a me-
morial by the pilgrims who visited the sacred mountain and carried back the stone 
all over the country. And usually, the stone bears an inscription substantially as 
follows: “Look on this and think of the Sacred Mountain (Walker, 1919).”  

Charles Keyser Edmunds (Edmunds, 1919) even quoted the remarks about 
Taishan Shigandang to show the stone’s sacredness and popularity. “In all the ci-
ties and villages of Shantung and even in adjacent provinces, stones from Tai 
Shan are much in demand as talismans. It is believed to be unlucky for a house 
to be so built as to face a turning or a cross-road. To ward off evil spirits, stones 
from Tai Shan are inserted in the wall of the house so situated, with the inscrip-
tion, a stone from Tai Shan. Who dares come this way (Edmunds, 1919)?”  

J. Benjamin Caulfield (Caulfield, 1921) saw the essential meaning of Taishan 
Shigandang and translated it as “The Stone Will Protect”. He noticed that the 
stone was supposed to possess miraculous powers. And it was once a custom to 
carry away a stone from the mountain and build it into a new house as a sort of 
protecting charm. The magic Tai Shan inscription had attributed to it the same 
power. It was not an uncommon sight in China to see a “cornerstone” bearing 
the words:  
 

 
 
with the meaning “The stone of Tai Shan will protect you from all harm (Caul-
field, 1921).”  

Carl Crow again quoted the words (Crow, 1921) about Shigandang “In all the 
cities and villages of Shantung, stones from Tai Shan are much in request as ta-
lismans. It is believed to be unlucky for a house to be so built as to face a turning 
or a cross road. To ward off the ill luck, stones are inserted in the wal1 of the 
house so situated, with the inscription ‘The stone from Tai Shan accepts the re-
sponsibility.” Such stones have been found in every province in China (Crow, 
1921).  

In 1926, William Edgar Geil told the story of Taishan Shigandang (Geil, 1926) 
as a scholar1 and a hero in the short 5 dynasties, and he wrote the following: 

 

 

1Once, the character scholar was supposed be both literati and warriors, but when Geil told the story 
of Shigandang, it in fact referred to a warrior, who protected the king bravely and vigorously. 
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400 years after his self-sacrifice, the tablets were to be found in every city with 
the inscription Shih Kang Tang. It would appear that then the memory of the 
man began to fade, and as the tablets were originally made of stone brought 
from Tai Shan, its name was prefixed. Thus the tablets bore the characteristic 
and symbolic 5 characters, Taishan Shih Kan Tang: “This stone from Taishan 
can ward off [evil spirits].” And their virtue came to be more and more asso-
ciated with the magic power of the Sacred Mountain.  

Geil also proposed a picture of Taishan Shigandang (Figure 1): 
The ideographs have been freely translated: “I am Taishan, you dare not run 

over me.” Compare with the stone of the diagrams at Sung Shan. 

3. Discussions and Findings 

It can be seen from the above that the image of Shigandang described in the 
English literature has the following common points: 
 

 
Figure 1. A Tai Shan stone, photographed by William Edgar Geil in November a.d. 1909, 
near stone face village, Kwangsl. 
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1) The image of Shigandang placed on the roadside, the crossings, the corner 
of house, and the walls at the intersection and bridge mentioned in the literature 
is consistent with the position of traditional recorded Shigandang culture in 
Chinese. 

2) The literature authors all agree that Shigandang is the stone taken from 
Taishan or associated with the sacred mountain although some are mentioned as 
not stones but wood or brick. Whatsoever, Shigandang is called Taishan Shi-
gandang. 

3) The literature believes that the function of Taishan Shigandang is to exor-
cise demons and ward off evil spirits so as to protect houses and human beings. 

4) Most articles mention that Taishan Shigandang is widely spread through-
out the whole province and the country, so the influence of the sacred and magic 
stone can be hinted.  

However, there are some special differences worth mentioning: 
1) John Livingstone Nevius (Nevius, 1869), W. O. Elterich and Frederick 

Brown closely link Shigandang with Taishan, that is to say, the sanctity of the 
stone comes from the sanctity of Taishan: being holy, exorcising evil spirits. It is 
the most sacred and famous mountain in the country. On the top of the moun-
tain are living gods who could subdue demons. So the stones possess the magic 
power. 

2) For the role of Shigandang, Frederick Brown also mentions that Taishan 
Shigandang can cure diseases; Kemp thinks it accepts responsibility; Walker 
thinks it is a monument used by pilgrims to commemorate, while Mrs. Ays-
cough; Charles Keyser Edmunds and Carl Crow think Taishan Shigandang also 
has the role of talisman. 

3) Frederick Brown believes that Shigandang belief was a superstition; Moule 
mentions that Shigandang has a Buddhist image, “太公在此” can play the simi-
lar role; Huckman associates the magic stone with the ten commandments of 
Moses in the Old Testament because of his bravery; Geil tells the story of Gan-
dang to save the emperor in the five dynasties. 

As to the reasons for these differences, they are closely related to the origin of 
Taishan Shigandang and its corresponding myths and legends. 

First of all, Shigandang must be connected with Taishan, which is originated 
from the ancient mountain spirit of stone worships. Taishan is full of magic 
power and holiness because of its unique historical status of the five sacred 
mountains in China: the legendary belief in controlling life and death, the his-
torical records of the emperors’ Feng and Shan ceremony, and the historical 
facts of people’s pilgrimage from far and near. It naturally obtains “The safety of 
Taishan brings peace to the world”2. Therefore, the stones (or plants) of Taishan 
are full of spirituality, which can exorcise demons, ward off evil spirits and en-

 

 

2Selected from the famous saying “the peace of the world is as peaceful as Taishan and four dimen-
sions” in the book of Emperor Wu by Liu An (179-122 BC, king of Huainan of the Han Dynasty). 
Later generations simplified it as “Taishan is safe, and the world is safe”. 
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sure peace. 
Secondly, no matter it is “Taigong is here”, Taishan Shigandang is to treat pa-

tients and save people or Gandang as a warrior of rescuing the emperor during 
the five dynasties, the records of Shigandang are related to the folklore of Shi-
gandang in Taishan. It is said that the warrior (also known as Hercules) who 
rescued the emperor in the Five Dynasties, was not a scholar at all. This is a mi-
sreading of Shigandang culture. It may be because the “Scholar” in ancient books 
not specifically refers to warriors, but also literati and scholars as well. In this 
way, there are many explanations for the inheritance of Chinese traditional cul-
ture. In addition, it is difficult to find equivalent words in English culture, so 
misreading is inevitable. 

In addition, Frederick Brown regards the belief of Shigandang as a supersti-
tion. From the 19th century to the mid-20th century, it was particularly common 
in English literature because the authors were biased against Chinese culture 
from the standpoint of western culture and religion and regarded folk beliefs as 
superstitions. Professor Zhou Ying also mentioned this: “After history entered 
modern times, influenced by Western civilization, folk customs such as Shigan-
dang were regarded as superstitious.” (Zhou, 2015) For Moule’s reference to 
seeing an image that looks like a Buddhist figure in the southern suburbs of 
Tai’an, it is difficult to judge due to the lack of evidence, but there is no doubt 
that Taishan Shigandang was influenced by Buddhism in its development 
process. For example, the earliest stone Gandang monument found in Fujian 
was established by Buddhist disciple Lin Jinhui in Shaoxing in the Southern 
Song Dynasty. 

Finally, just like Hackmann’s connection to the stone tablets engraved in the 
Old Testament because of the stone’s boldness, such a connection is also very 
common in English documents. For example, when Geil talked about the city of 
Tai’an at the foot of Mount Tai, he contacted the holy city of Jerusalem in Baby-
lon, Cuba (Geil, 1926). Due to the differences between English and Chinese lan-
guages and cultures, when it is difficult for one culture to find a complete equiv-
alent culture in the other, the way of analogy is usually applied to find a similar 
cultural phenomenon in this culture to locate the other culture, which will be 
more clear at a glance. 

4. Summary 

Through discussions, it can be seen that the Taishan Shigandang culture carried 
by the English language is both appropriate and different from the traditional 
Shigandang culture, and the modern expression of the traditional culture also 
needs the language to keep pace with the times, just as Taishan Shigandang is 
called “Scholar” and “doctor Shi”. The translation results must be different, and 
today’s expression of Shigandang is closer to responsibility and mission. There-
fore, Kemp’s translation of “stones from Taishan accept responsibilities” is more 
in line with the modern cultural connotation. 
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Abstract 
The work of the representatives of the Nakhchivan literary environment at 
the end of the XIX century and at the beginning of the XX century in the field 
of publicism has been investigated in this article. The activity of the writers 
who had an exceptional role in the development of the literary language in 
the press was recorded systematically and at the same time, the linguistic 
features of the publicistic style of the Azerbaijani literary language have been 
researched. In the article not only the publicistic heritage of the representa-
tives of Nakhchivan literary environment at the end of the XIX century and at 
the beginning of the XX century was investigated but also the language-style 
features of the articles of the literary environment representatives who 
worked in this field have been analyzed. In the publicism of the writers from 
Nakhchivan, the writing professionalism displayed it distinctly and they be-
nefited from its strong description means. Different from fiction, publicism 
reaches the readers quickly through the pages of the newspapers and dis-
cusses the hot topics of daily life. In this meaning, the publicistic articles of 
the representatives of the literary environment not only create the social- 
political scene of the time they lived but also with the artistic language quali-
ties describe that time in detail.  
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1. Introduction 

Actuality of the topic. At the end of the XIX century and at the beginning of 
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the XX century the representatives of Nakhchivan literary environment operated 
tirelessly in the publicism, fulfilled honorable missions in the way of to intro-
duce our ancient and rich material-spiritual heritage, enlighten the people, and 
strengthened the base of the publicistic tradition. 

The publicism propagated enlightenment ideas, classical fiction and enriched 
our literary language, played an unexampled role in the evolution of society. Re-
searching such publicism in the creative activity of Nakhchivan literary envi-
ronment increases the history of classic publicism.  

The idea-aesthetic features of the publicistic articles, to investigate the style 
richness attentively and comprehensively in the creative works of the represent-
atives of Nakhchivan literary environment will contribute to the development of 
the publicism. 

Object of the article. The object of the article is to appreciate the works of the 
writers from Nakhchivan at the end of the XIX century and at the beginning of 
the XIX century by investigating and analyzing and to ground the role in the 
formation of the national consciousness of the people. 

Purposes and duties. The purpose of the article is to research compara-
tive–analytical method the social-political view of the period the representatives 
of the Nakhchivan literary environment lived. To reveal scientifically the theme 
of the publicism, artistry problems, the attitude to the events, the opinion of the 
important problems of the people, theme-idea and structure features, genre mat-
ters, the skillfulness and typicalness of the problem, style, language, and quality 
make the theme to be more comprehensive. In order to gain those purposes, the 
solution of the following duties has been put forward in the article. 

The tireless activity of the representatives of Nakhchivan literary environment 
who lived and created at the end of XIX century and at the beginning of XX 
century, to research their activity that secures the development of national cul-
ture, language, and literature. 

To ground the power of the publicism that the intellectuals of Nakhchivan 
used to strengthen the democratic inclinations, to enlighten the people, to call 
them to the struggle for their rights, to propagate national self-consciousness; 

To ground the importance of the struggle for the literary language from a na-
tional self-consciousness point of view with concrete publicistic examples; 

To ground the importance of eminent public figures, the enlivening of the na-
tional consciousness with the concrete publicistic examples; 

To define the language and style features of the press organs that the writers of 
Nakhchivan founded and took and were active at the end of XIX century and at 
the beginning of XX century. 

The artistic features of the publicistic works published in the magazines as 
“Sherqi-Rus” (“Eastern-Russian”) and “Molla Nasraddin”: to analyze from point 
of view of genre, style, language, artistry. 

Method of the article. The theme of the dissertation was researched by 
grounding on the historical-comparative investigating method, referenced to the 
articles of the classics, to the thoughts of the eminent scientists who research that 
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field. The modern scientific-theoretical principles and the research methods that 
were used in the research works were dedicated to the Azerbaijani press, public-
ism at the beginning of XX century. The objectivity principle was kept in the ar-
ticle, the works of the writers of Nakhchivan who lived at the end of XIX century 
and at the beginning of XX century were investigated in the article. The author 
of the article not only was satisfied with the studying of the problem and col-
lecting of the factual materials, but also made efforts to analyze those facts and 
works deeply and in details. 

Innovation of the article. The service of the eminent public figures and in-
tellectuals in enriching the artistic language, their role in the publicism, their 
opinions against the colonization, their struggle and national liberty ideas have 
been reflected in the article, and the role of the literary language, national culture 
have been defined. The author of the article not only dealt with the role of press 
in the development of our literary language at the end of XIX century and at the 
beginning of XX century, but also dealt with the important factors that influ-
enced the enlightenment of the national enlivening of the people. 

The theoretical and practical importance of the article. 
The researchers who study the history of the publicism of the literary envi-

ronment of Nakhchivan, the specialists who work in the field of humanitarian 
field, the scientists, teachers and students can benefit from the thesis that was 
put forward in the research work and the scientific results. 

At the end of XIX century and at the beginning of XX century the publicism 
dealt with the important problems of the people, and the representatives of 
Nakhchivan literary environment had their own publicistic style, and their style 
turned to the reality, actual problems of the centuries, and so it is necessary to 
bring that theme to the agenda. The progress of mankind, the awakening of na-
tional consciousness and the press, as well as literature, in the rise of the process 
of national self-awareness has a place and importance. However, Jonathan D. 
Fitzgerald writes that there are some differences between these two styles: Even 
as literature and journalism shared in the shift toward realism, however, this 
similar path led to some of the early problems that would eventually grow into a 
full-blown rift. On one hand, the fact that realistic fiction and narrative newspa-
per writing looked similar led to a sense of competition between the two (Fitz-
gerald, 2017). 

The representatives of Nakchivan literary environment could be able to write 
the facts or life realities skillfully, well-aimed manner of expression, original style 
of their articles and feuilletons are interesting and estimable. The writers colla-
borated with the press organs, and their artistic publicism had satire having se-
cret hints including the original style that caused the reader to think over and 
over. Firstly in this article, the artistic language features of the activity of the 
representatives of Nakhchivan literary environment at the end of XIX century 
and at the beginning of XX century have been investigated systematically in new 
approach.  

At the beginning of XX century, the complicated social-political events hap-
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pened in Azerbaijan were brought to publicism by the publicist of that time. Our 
educational intellectuals who played a great role in the process of national awa-
kening and national self-consciousness displayed exceptional services in the 
publicism field of literary activity. The eminent representatives of the Azerbaijan 
publicism demonstrated self-devotion in the creation of the press and leaning on 
the miraculous power of the artistic word and began to publish the articles that 
delivered the words directly to the addresses. Publicistic style created great op-
portunities in immortalizing the traditions of classic press in Azerbaijani literary 
language and in enriching the stylistic opportunities of the vocabulary of our 
language, including publicistic style created broad opportunities in gaining pop-
ularity of literary language.  

The different functional styles of the literary language are the field that func-
tions harmoniously with the events happening in the society. The functional 
styles of the literary language have universal features and are used for mass 
communication. Any kind of mass information is delivered to the people by the 
speeches in the newspaper, radio, television and meetings and gatherings mainly 
in publicistic style (Qurbanov, 1992). 

As a result of self-devotion of Hasan bey Zardabi, the founder of national 
press, “Akinchi” (“The Ploughman”) was published and by the publishing of 
that newspaper the foundation of publicistic style of literary language was put. 
Tofig Hajiyev wrote as follows: “In the spiritual history ‘Akinchi’ is such an ob-
ject any researcher might deal with it according to their profession. The histori-
cal turning connecting with our subject is that ‘Akinchi’ created a new style in 
the history of our literary language.” This was the last style of our literary lan-
guage, that is to say, the publicistic style. With that style, our literary language 
attained its many versioned forms that were demanded from the national lite-
rary language (Hajiyev, 2012). 

1.1. The Publicism of the Representatives of Nakhchivan Literary  
Environment at the End of XIX Century and at the Beginning  
of XX Century, the Idea-Aesthetic Features and Style  
Richness of Their Publicism 

So, in the initiative of our eminent intellectuals, the publicistic style was created 
at the second half of XIX century. The newspaper “Akinchi” that was based on 
the enlightenment idea had special role in the development of the national intel-
lectuals’ generation, especially in the issue of term creation. Of course, in term 
creation the newspapers preferred the materials in the mother tongue, the na-
tional terms were taken from the life of the daily life of the people, and were 
brought to the pages of the newspaper, that is to say, to the literary language of 
that time, and they preferred the people’s terminology (Mehdiyeva, 2007). 

At the beginning of XX century the satirists who had much more experience 
alongside by bringing people’s speaking language to the literary language, could 
achieve to include new memorable words and phrases to the lexicon of the 
peoples. The publicistic style drew the attention with the democratism of its vo-
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cabulary and mass speech appearance is mass speaking form and is close to the 
common speaking language, and that is why could gather around all the classes 
of its time, and could reflect their interests in its pages.  

The publicism of the representatives of the literary environment draw atten-
tion to its idea-aesthetic features, and style richness and artistic merit. The pub-
licistic style is the expression of the phrases clearly to the reader. In the compar-
ison of the artistic style and press style, the interesting and exact thought is as 
following: “For example, let’s compare the attitude of the two features belonging 
to our literary language to the different style (artistic style and press style).” Both 
of these features are important for artistic style and press style. But if creating 
figurativeness and expressiveness by using artistic means is one of the duties of 
the artistic style and the heart of the artistic style, exactness is the main condition 
for the press style. Exactness, honesty is the first dignity of the press language. Of 
course, at times the artistic style is used in the press style too (Mehdiyeva, 2007). 

1.2. The Scientific Commentaries about the Press Organs as  
“Sherqi-Rus”, “Molla Nasraddin” Published by the  
Nakhchivan Intellectuals 

In the system of the functional styles of the Azerbaijani literary language the 
press and the other information means have their specific place and specific fea-
tures. After Hasan bey Zardabi founded the newspaper “Akinchi” at the end of 
XIX century our national press started to be active. Within a short period of time 
our national press played a great role in the development of Azerbaijani literary 
language.  

The press organs which had been founded by the intellectuals of Nakhchi-
van—“Sherqi-Rus” (“Eastern-Russian”) “Molla Nasraddin” (“Mullah Nasrad-
din”) got rich experience in the field of publicism at the beginning of XX century 
and played a great role in the formation of the Azerbaijani literature and nation-
al press, and rose to the level of literary school. Our writers who worked in the 
field of publicism followed the events and processes of their time attentively and 
could be able to present the life realities happened in the people’s life to the so-
ciety. The language fact which once was considered the norm for the publicistic 
style but lost its urgency as a result of the development of the literary language 
displayed itself in the artistic publicism. 

The representative of Nakhchivan literary environment Eyneli bey Sultanov 
explained the duty of the publicists as following: “The purpose of a publicist isn’t 
to get material earnings. Because if it was so, in this case, the activity would be 
ungratefulness in itself. And to carry out that duty is twofold necessary. Publicist 
must study the spiritual life of his people enough and must be aware of the de-
mand of the time (Shahverdiyev, 2006).” 

A. Topchubashov remarked that the press expressed the thoughts of the 
people and played a great role in lightening the people’s life and history. He 
wrote in his article titled “A Newspaper in Tatar language in Baku” (N˚ 18, Jan-
uary 23, 1905) published in “Kaspi” newspaper as follows: “All the Moslems who 
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had healthy thinking welcomed gladly the news about mister Shahtakhtinski’s 
getting permission to the publication of a newspaper in Tatar language.” Among 
the first ones “Kaspi” also blessed “Sherqi-Rus” newspaper and congratulated 
the Moslem population on the occasion of renewing the social life and owning to 
the powerful means as the press organ in the native language (Topchubashov, 
2018). A. Topchubashov put forward the opinion as “recently only Mohammad 
agha Shahtakhtinski had luck in the publication of mother-tongued newspaper, 
so, he welcomed the publication of the local newspaper.” 

Professor Afad Qurbanov generalized the language features belonging to the 
publicistic style, and the role of the vocabulary units in the characterizing of the 
publicistic style as following: 1) The social-political lexicon, the terms about 
science, culture, industry and other fields are used broadly. 2) In order to add a 
new color to the speech, the publicists use the new words. Archaism, and the 
words and phrases which are used in limited circle. 3) In order to criticize and 
unmask any target the sharp words and phrases are used (Qurbanov, 1992). 

At the beginning of XX century the press organs as “Sherqi-Rus”, “Molla Na-
sraddin”, “Heyat”, “Iqbal”, “Tereqqi”, “Fuyuzat” alongside with broadening the 
opportunities of the publicistic style, also created good conditions for the demo-
cratizing, popularizing and enriching of our literary language. Academic Isa Ha-
bibbeyli draws attention to the fact that in the second half of XIX century the in-
tellectuals from Nakhchivan cooperated with the press organs of Russia and the 
East. He writes as following about it: “To have cooperation with the press organs 
of that period influenced effectively to the development of the national enligh-
tenment movement in that region.” In the initiative of the local intellectuals 
from the different parts of the world some newspapers as “Tarcuman” (Bakh-
chysarai), “Heblulmetin” (Calcutta), “Sureyya”, “Perverish” (Cairo), “Ekhter” 
(Tehran), “Novoye obozreniye” (Petersburg), “Kavkaz” (Tiflis) and other press 
organs were read and discussed by the enlighteners from Nakhchivan. Academic 
Isa Habibbeyli emphasizes that the writers from Nakhchivan had much expe-
rience in publicism and generalizes his thoughts as follows: “The researches 
prove that the newspaper ‘Akinchi’ was read in Nakhchivan. In the broadening 
of the press organs, the newspaper ‘Sherqi-Rus’ published by Mohammed agha 
Shahtakhtinski played an important role. The writers of Nakhchivan took an ac-
tive part in the magazine ‘Molla Nasraddin’, which was published by the edi-
tor-in-chief Jalil Mammadquluzade (Habibbeyli, 2015).” 

1.3. The Rich Experience That the Intellectuals from Nakhchivan  
Got in the Field of the Press 

M. T. Sidqi, Q. Sherifzade, A. Qemkusar, J. Mammadquluzade, M. S. Ordubadi, 
M. Shahtakhtinski, H. Javid, E. Sultanov, E. Sebri, E. Mehbus and other writers 
published different articles on the pages of the newspapers and played important 
role in the enriching of press language that passed through specific historical 
stages, and its turning to the leading style of the Azerbaijan literary style. In the 
articles of our writers, they had emotionalism, strictness, deep analysis in the at-
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titude to the facts. In “Sherqi-Rus”, “Molla Nasraddin” and other press organs 
there were published some interesting examples of the epic genre, as short and 
long story. Jalil Mammadqulusade’s first work published in the press as the sto-
ries “Post box”, “Game of raisin”, “Barber”, Aliqulu Qemkusar’s first poem “Be-
ginning in the village”, M.S. Ordubadi’s works “Edebiyyat”, “Khabi-qeflet” 
which were published in the newspapers and magazines were met with the sym-
pathy of the readers. The representatives of Nakhchivan literary environment 
used people’s speaking language, means of artistic and expressional description, 
the examples from the folks, and their purpose in using such means was to rise 
the influencing strength of the articles and feuilletons. The readers read with in-
terest such literary examples that were rich in figurative phrases. 

1.4. Mohammad Agha Shahtakhtli’s Publicistic Activity 

Mohammad agha Shahtakhtinski published “Sherqi-Rus” (1903/1905) newspa-
per in Tiflis, and it was the only famous Azerbaijani newspaper. The eminent 
writers and poets as J. Mammadquluzade, M. A. Sabir, A. Nezmi, M. S. Orduba-
di, Abdulla Tofiq Sur, H. Zardabi published their works on the pages of that 
newspaper. The newspaper gave great importance to the problems as enlighten-
ment, culture, alphabet and language reform (Jalal, 2004). Altogether, the news-
paper “Sherqi-Rus” gathered around it the group of intellectuals including the 
enlighteners Mirza Alakbar Sabir, Abbas Sehhet, Omar Faiq Nemanzade, Hu-
seyn Javid, Mammad Said Ordubadi, Aliqulu Qemkusar, Eli Nezmi, and they 
played great role in awakening and educating of the nation. Our writers who 
wrote their works in publicistic style in order to reflect the people’s language in 
their works, united the newspaper language on the level of phonetic, grammati-
cal and lexical norms. In the language of “Sherqi-Rus” there were a lot of Rus-
sian-European, Arabian-Persian originated terms and national terms. Starting 
from the beginning of XX century our intellectuals paid great attention to the 
problems of mother tongue and took an active part in clearing off the received 
words which spoiled our language. “In enriching the vocabulary of Azerbaijani 
language the words received from the Persian, Arabian and Russian languages 
have a great role. During the history of our language, some of our intellectuals 
had a strong inclination to the Persian and Arabian languages, and as a result, 
the advanced representatives of our science and culture criticized them on ex-
treme level (Mehdiyeva, 2007).” 

Our writers wrote their articles in the classic traditional style and people’s 
speaking language which were specific for that period, and in this way, they 
achieved to secure the social-political interests of the publicistic style. The rep-
resentatives of the literary environment who published specific articles on the 
pages of the newspapers and magazines displayed initiative to write in Ara-
bian-Persian or Ottoman language. The difference of the lexicon of Azerbaijani 
literary language in XIX century on the functional styles proceeded with the 
same advantage came from the previous stage: in the literary-artistic language 
(artistic style) the increase of the satirical speech materials (rude words, abuses) 
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were observed. In publicistic style from one side lexicon of national way of life, 
from another side, European-Russian originated lexicon was used, and in the 
scientific style different originated terminology, functional meaning difference 
strengthened (Khudiyev, 2012). Since the beginning of XX century alongside 
with forming strong inclination to the native language in the publicism of our 
writers the popularizing of the literary language, and enriching the language 
treasure of the people were felt. 

Among the enlightenment ideas of M. Shahtakhtinski, alphabet, his struggle 
for the improved writing system takes a special place. It is right, such his idea 
was criticized by some intellectuals, especially by Ismayil bey Qasparli, Omer 
Faiq Nemanzade (Ashirli, 2009). 

The author who appreciates the activity of M. Shahtakhtinski writes as fol-
lows: “M. Shahtakhtinski was the follower of the enlightenment movement that 
started from M. F. Akhundov, and he made efforts in creating national thinking, 
new school, new alphabet and press. Without a doubt, M. Shahtakhtinski began 
to all these from how the Transcaucasian Moslems were called and brought new 
mood to the national thinking (Ashirli, 2009).” 

2. The Role of “Molla Nasraddin” Magazine in the  
Development of Our Literary Language 

Like the important factor securing the improvement of our literary language in 
the magazine “Molla Nasraddin” the great place was given to the official- 
business documents, the style problems, language and style exactness were al-
ways on the first plan. Our intellectuals who collaborated with that magazine 
drew the attention of the readers to the break of the grammatical norms of the 
literary language, damaging the aesthetic beauty of the style. At present time this 
problem is important for all the languages, so, in the article titled as “Qa-
tish-bulash” (Mixed language) by A. Qemkusar was published in “Molla Na-
sraddin” journal (November 4, 1907, N˚ 4), he wrote about that problem in sa-
tirical language:  

“Uncle Serker Mullah, I don’t want to praise myself, I am a scientist com-
pletely in three languages: Turkish, Persian and Arabian languages. What do you 
think, in which language must I write for me to have virtue?” Then the author 
behaves as an ignorant person and remarks that it would be good to write the ar-
ticle in the three languages and in this way he critics the ignorant persons of his 
time in a satiric language: “Uncle Mullah, I don’t want to offend anybody, if I 
don’t write my article in the mixed language I won’t feel relieved. I don’t care 
whether the readers understand me or not. I am not the person who damages his 
virtue willingly (Qemkusar, 2006).” 

In order to create satire, the writers of “Molla Nasraddin” magazine published 
the literary examples which reflected the speaking language of the people: say-
ings, proverbs, including phraseological units, social-political terms. Among the 
materials published on the pages of the magazine, there were examples of poems 
in which there were Arabian, Persian phrases. In the magazine, it is possible to 
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see the examples of the expressions used by the people. The writers drew the at-
tention of the readers by using sayings, proverbs and anecdotes.  

Starting from the end of XIX century and the beginning of XX century on the 
pages of the newspapers and magazines the literary critics published the valuable 
research works about the struggle of Azerbaijan social thought for the pureness 
and simplicity of mother tongue, and exchanged their views. For the writers of 
“Molla Nasraddin” and the satirical representatives of other press organs it was 
specific the rude words, closeness to the people’s speaking language, vulgar 
words in the vocabulary and syntax, the unmasking of the character with their 
own language, to give the meaning ironically (Afandiyeva, 1980). 

In his book “The Aesthetics of the language” Aghamusa Akhundov drew the 
attention to the struggle of the magazines “Molla Nasraddin” and “Fuyuzat” in 
the struggle for the literary language at the beginning of XX century and wrote 
so: “From one side the realist-enlighteners, especially the representatives of re-
volutionary-democratic literature struggled for the simple language of the Azer-
baijan, from other side the representatives of bourgeois literature put forward 
the language that looked like the Ottoman language from the practical view 
point and in some cases consisting of completely Ottoman language, and consi-
dered that language the only literary language of the Azerbaijani people (Ak-
hundov, 1985).” 

2.1. The Language and Style Features of the Publicistic Style at the  
End of XIX Century and XX Century 

At the end of XIX century and at the beginning of XX century on the pages of 
“Tercuman” published by Ismayil Qasparli, the problems of joint Turkish lite-
rary language, and alphabet matters were discussed broadly. The representatives 
of Nakhchivan literary environment took an active part in those discussions. 
They played a great role in the discussion of the alphabet reform in the Near East 
that had been started by writer-dramatist Mirza Fatali Akhundov, at the same 
time his followers who struggled in this field, as Ismayil bey Qasparli, Uzeyir bey 
Hajibeyli, Jalil Mammadquluzade, Mohammad agha Shahtakhtinski and other 
eminent intellectuals wrote articles and feuilletons and tried to enlighten the 
people. 

In modern life, the social subject has been turned to the spiritual need of the 
people. The opinions of linguist-scientist Turkan Afandiyeva who deals with the 
press-publicistic lexicon are estimable: “Undoubtedly, the expression of so-
cial-political lexicon displays itself in both of the styles. In publicistic style those 
units have the agitation-expressive function, the author has the right to appre-
ciate all the facts and events. The author expresses both his subjective opinion 
and the opinion of some group or the opinion of any class in his language 
(Afandiyeva, 1980).” 

At the end of XIX century and at the beginning of XX century a lot of words 
and phrases about the social-political life of that time were used in the publicistic 
style, and all of them had the universal feature. The use of social-political lexicon 

https://doi.org/10.4236/als.2021.94021


M. Asadullasoy 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/als.2021.94021 206 Advances in Literary Study 
 

in the publicistic style displays itself distinctly. Such words related with the so-
cial-political life were used broadly in the language of the press: freedom, de-
mocracy, council, party, telegraph, post office, contribution, ignorance and etc. 

At the beginning of XX century connected with the development of Azerbai-
jan realism there arose interest in the new literary styles, genres: plotted poetry, 
satirical poetry, artistic prose, dramaturgy, literary criticism, publicism. 

It is possible to divide the European-Russian words that passed to the Azer-
baijani literary language as perspective and without perspective words. Both the 
perspective and without perspective words were received because of the need to 
them, but the perspective words remain in the language and the words without 
perspective gradually leave the literary language (Khudiyev, 2012). The problems 
of culture, literature and language including literary translations were published 
in the press organs of that time.  

It is necessary to reinvestigate the classic literature which is the carrier of our 
national-spiritual values, at the same time, to research its main sources, and in-
cluding to appreciate the role of literature in our modern society and in the so-
cially development. The newspapers and magazines which gathered around the 
most courageous and fighting publicists touched on the problems of the purity 
of our mother tongue and the urgent problems of daily life, and they turned 
those problems into words and delivered them to the people.  

Altogether, the newspaper “Sherqi-Rus” gathered around it the group of in-
tellectuals including the enlighteners Mirza Alakbar Sabir, Abbas Sahhat, Omar 
Faiq Nemanzade, Huseyn Javid, Mammad Said Ordubadi, Aluqulu Qemkusar, 
Ali Nezmi and they played a great role in awakening and educating of the na-
tion. Our writers who wrote their works in publicistic style in order to reflect the 
people’s language in their works, united the newspaper language on the level of 
phonetic, grammatical and lexical norms. In the language of “Sherqi-Rus” there 
were a lot of Russian-European, Arabian-Persian originated terms and national 
terms. “We open the columns of our newspaper with the explanation and de-
scription of any kind of thoughts not depending on whether they are philosoph-
ical, or religious, or social” (Newspaper “Sherqi-Rus”,1903, N˚ 1). M. Shahtakh-
tinski gave great importance to the disagreement, discussion of the groups of the 
society. 

The representatives of Nakchivan literary environment presented their articles 
in the style of classical tradition and people’s speaking language and in this way 
they could achieve to secure the social-political interests of the publicistic style. 
The writers who published their articles on the pages of the newspapers and 
magazines made efforts to avoid from the usage of the Arabian-Persian words, 
they tried to use simple words and phrases specific to the Azerbaijani language. 
With their new phrases, the writers enriched the vocabulary of the people’s lan-
guage and from another side, they propagated the literary language. Professor 
Abdulaziz Damirchizade remarked that the social-political style had two branches, 
and emphasized that one of those branches was the press style. “The base of the 
social-political style consists of the words and phrases which are understandable 
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for everybody, here metaphorical and figurative meanings can’t be as a system, 
but to use special examples of these ones is natural for this style (Demirchizade, 
1962).” 

The writer’s publicissm is one of the most important, the most skilkful exam-
ples of the artistic publicism. In such kind of publicism the writer improves the 
text with the most convincing words and with the lexicon elements (Mammadli 
& Mammadli, 2009). 

At the beginning of XX century the authors who published their articles in the 
newspapers and magazines mostly used the rhetorical questions specific for the 
publicistic style knowingly because they knew that they wouldn’t get the answers 
to the questions they had asked. The explanations of the problems they touched 
on were reflected in such kind of articles and feuilletons. In order to direct the 
attention of the readers to any kind of event the authors used interrogative and 
exclamatory sentences, and in this way, they could achieve different style colors. 
“Sincerity or impudence?”, “When did it happen?”, “Where is the real free-
dom?”, “What is the newspaper?”, “Maybe I am mistaken, let them say”, “What 
did I see in Nakhchivan?” and etc. 

Our writers as M. T. Sidqi, Q. Sherifzade, A. Qemkusar, J. Mammadquluzade, 
M. S. Ordubadi, M. Shahtakhtinski, H. Javid, E. Sultanov, E. Sebri, E. Mehbus 
published different articles in the press organs and played great role in the 
enriching Azerbaijani literary language and in turning the Azerbaijani language 
to the leading style of the literary language.  

2.2. Some Words about the Publicistic Activity of Aliqulu  
Qemkusar and Aziz Sherif 

The lexical units that the writers from Nakhchivan used in the publicism at 
the end of XIX century and at the beginning of XX century embraced the so-
cial-political life and that is why it is possible to imagine the scene of that time.  

The writers from Nakhchivan benefited skillfully from the traditions of classic 
Azerbaijan, Eastern, Russian and world publicistic heritage including from the 
sayings, folklore and so played an exceptional role in the enriching of the history 
of national press. Aliqulu Qemkusar used the proverb “Though you tie the 
words to one another it is impossible to reach the past” in his feuilleton titled as 
“Ah, the past days” (“Molla Nasraddin”, February 28, 1910, N˚ 9) and expressed 
his opinion shortly and perfectly. Aziz Sherif published feuilletons, articles, let-
ters, and the examples of literary creation on the pages of the newspapers and 
magazines, and told his attitude to the social-political events and his critical 
thoughts allusively and used the language and style of the newspapers that had 
rich experience, and in this way could be able to address to the people. In his ar-
ticle titled as “Don’t pass from the traitor’s bridge let the stream take you away” 
he used from the proverbs and could strengthen his opinion about the end of the 
reaction powers. Aziz Sherif used some laconic phrases as “Anybody could be a 
Padishah if he could carry out what he said”, and he could deliver his opinions 
in this way. 
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3. Conclusion 

The representatives of Nakchivan literary environment benefited from the va-
riety of the genre and style and published articles in the newspapers and maga-
zines they collaborated with and at present time their articles keep their impor-
tance from the historical viewpoint. 

The eminent representatives of Nakhchivan literary environment—Mohammad 
Taghi Sidqi, Mohammad agha Shahtakhtli, Eyneli bey Sultanov, Elekber Qerib 
Nakhchivanli, Jalil Mammadquluzade, Mammad Said Ordubadi, Aliqulu Qem-
kusar, Huseyn Javid, Eli Sebri, Aziz Sherif who had a great role in the formation 
of publicism which is the many-branched genre, could reflect the word choice, 
vocabulary, the richness of artistic and publicistic heritage, language-style and 
phrase colorfulness in their articles and feuilletons.  
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Abstract 
The tradition of utopian thought in western culture has been a long one. Al-
though the word utopia emerges from Thomas More’s Utopia was published 
in 1516, the origin of utopian thought can be dated back to Plato’s Republic. 
It has been inspiring people and encouraging people to fight against the con-
flicts in their society and work for a better world. However, utopian imagina-
tion and utopian writing encountered a bleak situation in the 20th century 
until the emergence of critical utopian novels in the 1960s. Marge Piercy’s 
Woman on the Edge of Time is one of them. Although some scholars have 
studied this work and thought highly of the utopian world to eliminate sex-
ism, racism, and anthropocentrism, the above criticism fails to explore the 
significance of this elimination from a self-reflective perspective, which is an 
essential reason for utopia revival in the 1960s-1970s. This article aims to 
analyze Marge Piercy’s novel Woman on the Edge of Time from self-reflection 
to explore how this novel, as a critical utopian one, injects vitality into uto-
pian writing. 
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Woman on the Edge of Time, Critical Utopia, Self-Reflection, Sexism,  
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1. Introduction 

Utopia is constructed to reveal social conflicts in current society, and to inspire 
people to against them and fight for a better future. However, the expose of con-
troversies always lags behind its emergence. Specifically, sexism has never been 
emphasized in traditional utopian works until the contemporary age despite its 
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long-term existence before that. Racism and anthropocentrism encounter simi-
lar situations. Although the time gap between the emergence and its reveal is 
understandable, it can be reduced if utopia writers focus on these conflicts in a 
reasonable time. Indeed, writers of traditional utopia writings are representative 
of the interests of white male capitalists who devote themselves to maintaining 
current positions, therefore, aim at pointing out social inequalities between 
classes in public areas and displaying a utopian world eliminating them. At the 
same time, the imbalance between two genders, different races, as well as hu-
mans and nature were ignored. This ignorance leads to a consequence as Piercy 
mentions in Woman on the Edge of Time,  

“The anger of the weak never goes away, Professor, it just gets a little mol-
dy. It molds like a beautiful blue cheese in the dark, growing stronger and 
more interesting. The poor and the weak die with all their anger intact and 
probably those anger go on growing in the dark of the grave like the hair 
and the nails (Piercy, 2016).” 

Thus, some conflicts will not disappear until be emphasized and eliminated. 
In light of this, although utopia writings aim to reveal and solve social problems, 
there is some of them remain ignored by the writers which indicate traditional 
utopias fail to represent the interests of marginalized groups.  

This situation is improved since the emergence of the 1970s utopian writings. 
Tom Moylan identifies them as critical utopia since they express some inevitable 
social conflicts against the historical situation in an explosive way (Moylan, 
2014). In this way, critical utopia is a self-reflection on traditional utopia’s ob-
jects of criticism that injects vitality into utopia writings. 

Woman on the Edge of Time is a characteristically critical utopia work in the 
1970s written by Marge Piercy. It tells the protagonist Connie, a 37-year-old 
Mexican American woman who suffers physically and psychologically in a white 
male-dominated society. As a marginalized person in New York, she is betrayed 
by her niece Dolly and coops in a mental hospital where she comes across Lu-
ciente, a resident of Mattapoisett, in 2137, through Connie’s gift of mental sensi-
tivity. Luciente brings Connie to the utopia, a village that is decentralized and 
democratic, anarcho-communist, feminist, ecologically friendly. The visiting 
experience raises Connie’s awareness of resistance. It drives her to carry out the 
plan of poisoning the doctors in the mental hospital who represent the male- 
dominated society. Although Connie is put into prison after that, her actions 
inspire the suppressed others to fight for a better future (Piercy, 2016). 

This critical utopian novel gets wide recognition for exposing and eliminating 
some long-standing but ignored social controversies especially sexism, racism 
and anthropocentrism. Specifically, Kathy Rudy (Rudy, 1997) mentions the 
technology developed in the utopian world such as ectogenesis dissociates the 
female body and biological reproduction which might contribute to the freedom 
of the female body and elimination of gender gaps. Although technological 
child-birth replaces traditional motherhood, Elaine Orr (Orr, 1993) claims mo-
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thering is maximized through extra-uterine bonds since both females and males 
are offered chances to be mothers. Besides, motherhood is not a bond to physical 
child-birth but the nurture process. In addition to eliminating sexism, some 
scholars such as Agnieszka Rzepa (Rzepa, 1997) focus on the interdependence 
relationships between humans and nature which indicates the remission of 
anthropocentrism. Although Martin Delveaux elucidates that based on the bio-
logical knowledge, ecofeminism implicated in Piercy’s utopian world falls to 
construct a utopian world “free from the misuse of science and power” (Del-
veaux, 2004), ecofeminist thoughts inspire people to construct a better society 
which is the significance of utopian projects. Regard other long-existed social 
conflicts, racism, scholars including Kimberly Lynn Mann (Mann, 2009) and 
Michael Pitts (Pitts, 2020) think highly of Piercy’s solution to the controversies 
between whites and non-whites. Despite exposing and proposing solutions to 
three long-standing but ignored social conflicts, the pre-existed studies fail to 
display the process of self-reflection on traditional utopias’ objects of criticism 
which injects vitality to utopian writings as the core element of critical utopia.  

Research question 
How does Woman on the Edge of Time, as a critical utopian work, contribute 

to the revival of utopian writing by self-reflecting on three social conflicts? 
Aims and focus 
To answer this research question, this study will aim at exploring self-reflection 

on three social conflicts in Woman on the Edge of Time. Specifically, it will em-
phasize self-reflection on three social conflicts between males and females, the 
white and non-whites, human and nature. 

2. Self-Reflection on Male-Female Relations 

Utopian writings’ self-reflection on sexism develops with the progress of femin-
ist movement and the increasing confidence, and courage of female writers to 
improve gender discrimination through utopian literature. 

Male writers have neglected the inequality between males and females in their 
traditional utopia works for several centuries. Some classical utopian works seem 
to display a harmonious society but fail to reveal and eliminate sexism. Although 
the later feminist movements provide female writers with the power and courage 
to write for themselves, their utopian works still lack female confidence and are 
occupied with the shadow of male-patriarchal society. The fight against sexism 
becomes more radical since the emergence of critical utopia, Marge Piercy’s 
Woman on the Edge of Time is a typical one of them.  

2.1. Ignored Sexism in Male Writers’ Utopian Works 

Thomas More’s Utopia is one of the classical utopian works written by a male 
writer. More creates a utopian society where resources are equally allocated, 
education is fair, people are working harmoniously. However, gender inequality 
seems common in this world. In Utopia, “husbands have the power to correct 
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their wives and parents to chastise their children unless the fault is so great that a 
public punishment is thought necessary for striking terror into others (More, 
2020).” Obviously, in More’s utopia, although social equality is improved, fe-
males still suffer psychologically.  

From the 16th century, utopian writing has gradually become a narrative form 
and a media between the present and the unfulfilled future. One bright pearl in 
this period is Tommaso Campanella’s The City of the Sun (1622). In Campanel-
la’s utopia, the female body is still considered the object of reproduction. The 
power of fertility weighs its value. Specifically, infertile women are forced to join 
the group of public wives and serve others (Campanella, 2009). In Campanella’s 
The City of Sun, gender inequality is unsettled and female’s body oppression is 
not emphasized. 

It seems that male writers’ traditional utopian writings fail to complete the task 
of emancipating females’ body and psychology. Thus, fail to eliminate sexism.  

2.2. Female Writers’ Incomplete Fight against Sexism 

From the 17th to 18th century, consciousness of gender equality and freedom 
inspires opposition to Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen which 
only emphasized the rights of men but ignored female rights. Some liberal fe-
minists claim that both men and women are born natural rights and should en-
gage in public affairs. At the same time, the first industrial revolution triggered 
the dissatisfaction of female workers. Influenced by Condorcet’s pamphlet about 
admitting women’s civil rights, Olympe de Gouges declared The Declaration of 
the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen in 1792, which stimulated Mary 
Wollstonecraft to write A Vindication of the Rights of Woman: with Strictures 
on Political and Moral Subjects in 1792. Although those resistances were sup-
pressed violently, they inspire female writers to take a step to fight for equal 
rights in their works.  

Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s Herland is one of the most famous traditional 
utopian works of that age. She is aware of the necessity of female emancipation 
and creates a feminist utopia. In Herland, the women are “athletic-light and po-
werful” and “highly intelligent”, capable of constructing their own society with-
out male involvement (Gilman, 1915). Besides, females’ value does not base on 
reproduction. It seems that Herland realizes the physical and psychological eman-
cipation of women, however, spiritual emancipation is not realized. In other 
words, there are still remnants of the male-dominant society in the thoughts of 
female residents. In addition, the actualization of female body emancipation is 
dependent on the assumption that residents live in a unisexual society forever, 
which is not a permanent solution. 

Instead of being proud of female virtues and their culture, they seem to think 
highly of the outside world. The residents consider culture established by the 
female is backward. But it is hard to get conclusion under the isolated situation 
unless through their female ancestors. “We cannot really understand it,” Ellador 
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concluded. “We are only half a people. We have our woman-ways and they have 
their man-ways and their both-ways. We have worked out a system of living 
which is, of course, limited. They must have a broader, richer, better one. I 
should like to see it (Gilman, 1915).”  

According to Ellador, residents in herland do not have confidence in their 
own culture. In chapter 9, Somel (the local people of Herland) says to the narra-
tor, “by no means, we are, as you soon found out, extremely limited in know-
ledge…the passionate eagerness among thousands of us to go to your country 
and learn-learn-learn (Gilman, 1915)!” It is pointed out that Gilman’s ideal so-
ciety is a bisexual one, but the narrating process indicates that women cannot 
live a good life unless they know the male world. In other words, women have to 
rely on males to create a better world. In light of it, this novel fails to realize fe-
male psychological emancipation. Besides, the solution to an uncontrolled fe-
male body is not a permanent one.  

2.3. Marge Piercy’s Radical Fight against Sexism 

With the increasing awareness of the oppressed group influenced by the victory 
of the anti-fascist war, the revolution for the independence of many colonies, the 
rise of feminism, and the far-reaching influence of deconstruction theories, sev-
eral writers from the subordinate position grasp their pens to write for them-
selves. As a female writer, Marge Piercy is brave and considerate enough to por-
trait a critical utopia concerning and eliminating the disharmonious relation-
ships between males and females. 

Connie’s awareness of the oppression has been raised through her experience 
of traveling utopia and dystopia. She realizes that if there is nobody to resist 
against the male dominant society, our dystopian future is approaching after vi-
siting the hegemonic dystopia where female body and psychology have been 
contracted by male dominated society. 

2.3.1. From the Controlled Female Body to the Liberated Female Body 
The control of female body is reflected in several aspects including bonding fe-
male’s value to reproduction and child rearing, and regarding female bodies as 
tools for sex. 

In Marge Piercy’s alternative society, brooders bear the task of reproduction. 
“This is the brooder, where our genetic material is stored. Where the embryos 
grow (Piercy, 2016).” The emergence of brooder unfetters females from the mis-
sion of reproduction which erases the biggest physical difference between two 
genders and unfetters females from the obligation of childbirth. Besides, the 
value of female does not be associated with reproduction. Thus, infertile females 
will not be discriminated against by the male-dominated society.  

Except for the freedom of the female body, an important effect of ectogenesis 
is the raise of the female economic status. Since child reproduction costs a lot of 
energy and time for women which leads to less time to improve working abilities 
and makes them less competitive than men in works to some extent. Gilman 
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systematically demystifies the home, describing it “as a chaotic hothouse go-
verned by ignorance where the woman is overwhelmed with work and where her 
emotional and intellectual energies are frustrated to the point of neurosis. From 
an economic point of view the system is enormously wasteful” qtd. in (Donovan, 
2006). The economic value is weighed by capacities rather than gender differ-
ences. It is unequal that housewives do “countless” housework and give birth to 
babies while husbands go out to work and earn money with the exchange value. 
Women should be freed from maternal reproduction, choose their own ways of 
living and achieve their own value rather than depending on men. Obviously, 
the tradition of wives’ duties at home is a weapon of husbands’ approach to con-
trol wives. The freedom from maternal reproduction contributes to economic 
freedom from the male hierarchy.  

Regarding female sexuality, in current society, female body is considered a 
tool for male pleasure. This situation is common especially in traditional couples 
and other intimate relationships. However, this obligatory sexual life is over in 
Marge Piercy’s utopia with the abolishment of traditional marriages. As Piercy 
displays, “We couple. Not for money, not for a living. For love, for pleasure, for 
relief, out of habit, out of curiosity and lust (Piercy, 2016).” This transformation 
liberates females from sexual obligation and provides them with a chance for 
mastering their own bodies. 

2.3.2. From the Controlled Female Psychology to the Liberated Female  
Psychology 

As mentioned earlier, females are influenced by male-dominated families and 
muted to express their own feelings in traditional utopian writings. This influ-
ence originated from psychological oppression in traditional father-dominated 
family pattern, leas to self-objectification. Self-objectification is the dominant 
groups impose upon the subordinate ones to consolidate their position roots in 
females’ minds. In light of this, women regard themselves as objects subordi-
nated to men.  

Women in Connie’s world are absurdly socialized according to men’s concep-
tions of reality. Connie’s niece, Dolly, for example, “is a prostitute who changes 
her appearance so that she looks more like the white male’s idea of a beautiful 
woman (Maciunas, 2010).” And Gildina, the woman Connie meets in the dysto-
pia, has been physically adapted to pleasing men in a way that recalls Chinese 
foot-binding and other forms of mutilation of female body by male society to 
establish and mark ownership. In the prevailing culture, women tend to live with 
men’s affection and attention, they try to please men to get achievements. Typi-
cally, women’s fashion-beauty complex is a kind of internalization. Most women 
spend money on the cost of various kinds of cosmetics, clothes, losing weight, 
even doing plastic surgeries. The advertisements and other media build a utopia 
full of consumption, creating a kind of illusion that the commodity will make 
consumers more beautiful and happier. In fact, most commodities are not that 
effective at all, the overuse of them even does harm to female health. Women 

https://doi.org/10.4236/als.2021.94022


W. T. Li 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/als.2021.94022 215 Advances in Literary Study 
 

cost their money, hold a serious attitude towards their bodies, stand in front of 
the mirror several times every day, they cannot wait to transform themselves in-
to dream girls of men and gradually forget who they are, what they like, what 
kind of person they want to become. If trapped in the swamp like Geraldo’s, life 
will become miserable like a slave. The will of women is supposed to be held in 
their own hands rather than in control of men like Geraldo.  

As a consequence of female emancipation, female residents in the utopian 
world have quit the lifestyle that flatters men, they can display true selves. The 
behavior of Luciente is a vivid example, when Connie first meets Luciente, she 
finds that “Luciente sat down, taking up more space than women ever did. She 
squatted, she sprawled, she strolled, never thinking about how her body was dis-
played (Piercy, 2016).” Apparently, the woman in Marge Piercy’s utopia is inde-
pendent and refuses to be an object of anyone else. They hold freedom both 
physically and spiritually. Since Luciente grows up in an environment where 
there is no bondage of gender to social position, she cannot understand the 
wired opinion that a female should behave gracefully like a so-called lady or she 
is not an acceptive woman. Therefore, the primary aim of female resistance is to 
get awareness of the oppressed situation and the position of women and raise the 
self-awareness of their own abilities and independent will.  

3. A Self-Reflection on White-Nonwhite Relations 

Although racism occurs later than sexism, traditional utopian writers have 
enough time to observe it. Nevertheless, they fail to reveal or resolve the problem 
of racism in their utopian works. However, as a female writer who concerns 
about the interests and rights of the oppressed groups, Marge Piercy uncovers 
the controversies between whites and nonwhites in her alternative society and 
achieves a harmonious relationship between them.  

3.1. Establishment of Race Related Hierarchy 

Racism is a biased way of thinking used by white people to oppress non-whites. 
There is no widely acknowledged evidence to prove that one race is superior to 
the other. But the research on physical typology increased the credibility of racial 
discrimination in the age of Enlightenment. After extensive research, the classic-
al scholar Frank Snowden could find no evidence that dark skin color served as 
the basis of invidious distinctions anywhere in the ancient world. The early 
Christians, for example, celebrated the conversion of Africans as evidence for 
their faith in the spiritual equality of all human beings (Snowden, 1983). Thus, it 
can be seen that Africans did not be discriminated against because of their genes. 
(Fredrickson, 2002) also articulates that there was “no ethnic prejudice in antiq-
uity”. In other words, “one of the principal forms of modern racism—the col-
or-coded, white-over-black variety—did not have significant medieval roots and 
was mainly a product of the modern period (Fredrickson, 2002).” 

However, according to Fredrickson, the scientific thought of the Enlighten-
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ment becomes a precondition for the growth of modern racism based on physi-
cal typology. In 1735, the great Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaeus included hu-
mans within the primate genus and then attempted to divide that species into 
varieties. This early stab at the scientific classification of human types included 
some mythical and “monstrous” creatures, still, the durable heart of the schema 
was the differentiation Linnaeus made among Europeans, American Indians, 
Asians, and Africans. Although he did not explicitly rank them, Linnaeus’s de-
scriptions of the races had his preferences. Europeans he described as “acute, 
inventive…” governed by laws. Blacks, on the other hand, were “crafty, indolent, 
negligent…” governed by caprice (Fredrickson, 2002). The research of Fre-
drickson points out that one of the primary weapons of racist is called the 
genes-related hierarchy.  

The Enlightenment witnesses the great progress of natural science which in-
clined to divide human beings into various species based on genes and preferred 
to establish a bond between genes and culture. Although the racist regimes have 
been overthrown, the invisible inequality is still spreading. In the words of Fre-
drickson, “the prejudice and discrimination, fortified by ideologies claiming that 
the differences between human groups of apparently divergent ancestry are im-
mutable and have implications for social inclusion or ranking (Fredrickson, 
2002).” And compared with the overt racist regime, the invisible discrimination 
and the inconspicuous rules can produce a more profound and lasting influence 
on human culture. The most obvious example is the Jim Crow laws [laws of the 
southern states and border states of the United States that the segregated people 
of color (mainly African Americans, but also other ethnic groups)] which proc-
laim insistently that the differences between the dominant group and the one 
that is being subordinated or eliminated are permanent and unbridgeable. This 
radical difference and alienation are most clearly and dramatically expressed in 
laws forbidding interracial marriage. Social segregation is mandated by law and 
not merely the product of custom or private acts of discrimination that are tole-
rated by the state. The object is to bar all forms of contact that might imply 
equality between the segregator and the segregated. Outgroup members are ex-
cluded from holding public office or even exercising the franchise, which keeps 
nonwhites especially black people deliberately impoverished (Fredrickson, 2002).  

3.2. Racism in Traditional Utopias 

The side effect of gene related discrimination successfully draws the attention of 
Aldous Huxley, in his Brave New World, despite the fact that the vitro propaga-
tion seems to be the good news for women’s body liberation, the ruling class 
manipulates science to oppress people before they are born. The genetics are set 
up and divided into five different ranks named Alpha, Beta, Gammas, Deltas and 
Epsilons. In his dystopia, “Alpha children wear grey. They work much harder 
than we do because they’re so frightfully clever. I’m really awfully glad I’m a Be-
ta, because I don’t work so hard. And then we are much better than the Gammas 
and Deltas. Gammas are stupid. They all wear green, and Delta children wear 
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khaki. Oh no, I don’t want to play with Delta children. And Epsilons are still 
worse. They’re too stupid to be able (Huxley, 2000).” 

The so-called advanced technology is used to classify people and consolidate 
the hierarchy. Science is controlled by the ruling class, while the ruled people 
have no choice but to accept the situation since their fates are decreed physio-
logically. “‘The lower the caste,’ said Mr. Foster, ‘the shorter the oxygen.’ The 
first organ affected was the brain, after that the skeleton. At seventy percent of 
normal oxygen, you got dwarfs, at less than seventy eyeless monsters (Huxley, 
2000).” From this perspective, human culture has overridden the hand of nature. 
The technology changes the reproduction mode and creates a delicate totalita-
rian. Racism can be found in this story, too. Mr. Foster talks about negro ovary 
in a disdainful tone, “You should see the way a negro ovary responds to pitui-
tary! It’s quite astonishing when you’re used to working with European material 
(Huxley, 2000).” Since then, the clue shows that modern society is damaged by 
the genes-related hierarchy which aggravates racism and intensifies racial con-
flicts. According to George M. Fredrickson’s research, “white supremacy at-
tained its fullest ideological and institutional development in the southern Unit-
ed States between the 1890s and the 1950s (Fredrickson, 2002).” Although racist 
regimes have been overthrown later and the ideologies on which they were based 
have been discredited. What we may fail to realize is that “their demise also 
means that the virus of racism has been exterminated or that it has merely mu-
tated into new and still-virulent forms (Fredrickson, 2002).” 

The classic dystopian novels represented by Huxley’s Brave New World reveal 
the racial conflict of this stage radically. The genetics are set up, and divided into 
five different ranks named Alpha, Beta, Gammas, Deltas and Epsilons respec-
tively. 

Alpha children wear grey. They work much harder than we do, because 
they’re so frightfully clever. I’m really awfully glad I’m a Beta, because I don’t 
work so hard. And then we are much better than the Gammas and Deltas. 
Gammas are stupid. They all wear green, and Delta children wear khaki. Oh no, 
I don’t want to play with Delta children. And Epsilons are still worse. They’re 
too stupid to be able (Huxley, 2000). 

The so-called advanced technology is used to classify people and power the 
hierarchy. Obviously, science is controlled by the ruling class, while the ruled 
people have no choice but to accept the situation since their fates are decreed 
physiologically. “‘The lower the caste,’ said Mr. Foster, ‘the shorter the oxygen’. 
The first organ affected was the brain, after that the skeleton. At seventy percent 
of normal oxygen, you got dwarfs, at less than seventy eyeless monsters (Huxley, 
2000).” From this perspective, human culture has overridden the hand of nature. 
Technology changes the reproduction mode and creates a delicate totalitarian. 
Racism can be found in this story, too. Mr. Foster talks about negro ovary in a 
disdainful tone, “You should see the way a negro ovary responds to pituitary! It’s 
quite astonishing, when you’re used to working with European material (Huxley, 
2000).” Since then, what the clue shows is that the modern society is damaged by 
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the genes related hierarchy which aggravates racism and intensified the racial 
controversies. According to George M. Fredrickson’s research, “white suprema-
cy attained its fullest ideological and institutional development in the southern 
United States between the 1890s and the 1950s (Fredrickson, 2002).” Although 
racist regimes have been overthrown later, and the ideologies on which they 
were based have apparently been discredited. What we may fail to realize is that, 
“their demise also means that the virus of racism has been exterminated or that 
it has merely mutated into new and still-virulent forms (Fredrickson, 2002).” 
The classic dystopian novels represented by Huxley’s Brave New World reveal 
the racial confliction of this stage radically. Although, the tone is ironic and pes-
simistic, such novels fail to raise solutions and create a utopia free from racism. 

3.3. Elimination of Race Related Hierarchy in Marge Piercy’s  
Critical Utopia 

2137’s Mattapoisett (the critical utopian world) in Woman on the Edge of Time 
exposes and proposes solutions to the disharmonious relationship between dif-
ferent races. In that utopian world, race is not considered as a standard of eva-
luating people. The idea is displayed by Luciente in the story as follows. 

At grandcil—grand council—decisions were made forty years back to breed a 
high proportion of darker-skinned people and mix the genes well through the 
population. At the same time, we decided to hold on to separate cultural identi-
ties. But we broke the bond between genes and culture, broke it forever. We 
want there to be no chance of racism again. But we don’t want the melting pot 
where everybody ends up with thin gruel. We want diversity, for strangeness 
breeds richness (Piercy, 2016). 

From this perspective, the abolishing of the bond between genes and culture 
contributes to the elimination of racism. The value of diversity does not mean 
the existence of the dominant and the subordinate but the coexistence of equal 
beings. Just as residents in the alternative society give up evaluating a person by 
gender, they also quit the evaluation based on race. On the contrary, people in 
this critical utopia respect the “Crees”, like Indians. As Luciente introduces, 
“those lands are strongly protected, under their control…The Cree have a mixed 
way of living. They hunt and fish; they’ve created some Far North agriculture, 
some handicraft, limited manufacture. They have to take care, for the land is 
fragile (Piercy, 2016).” Instead of killing Indians and taking their lands, residents 
in Marge Piercy’s critical utopia choose to respect them, protect their lands and 
learn their discipline of wholeness. It is a great privilege to learn ancient totality, 
and sometimes people have to wait six years to get the chance. Thus, breaking 
the bond between genes and culture contributes to harmonies between different 
races in Marge Piercy’s critical utopia. 

4. A Self-Reflection on Human-Nature Relations 

According to Neil Kessler, “it is the split and imposed imbalance between hu-
man and more-than-human that is seen as the foundation of anthropocentrism 
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(Kessler, 2019).” These disharmonies mainly lie in the anthropocentrism, which 
results from the split of human beings and nature. This disharmony is also 
eliminated in Marge Piercy’s critical utopia. 

4.1. Establishment of Anthropocentrism 

Before the agricultural society, human beings survived relying on nature’s nur-
ture. At that time, they worshiped nature and even feared nature. In the agrarian 
community, human beings began to cultivate and make use of natural resources. 
In the natural state, human beings struggle with nature for their survival and 
form a good and straightforward virtue in the mutual relationship with nature. 
However, the harmonious relationship has gradually changed since the 17th 
century. According to Descola’s research, in the seventeenth century, however, a 
separation between nature and humanity gained acceptance among both the 
supporters of a mechanistic world and the partisans of an organicist one. From 
then on, nature becomes an autonomous ontological domain, a field of inquiry 
and scientific experimentation, an object to be exploited and improved (Descola, 
2013).  

With the development of human ability, the relationship between human be-
ings and nature has changed. Human beings gradually separate from the natural 
world and establish a human society by governing nature and letting nature be-
come an inferior part of the human world. This action indicates the rejection of 
the interdependence between human beings and nature and leads to opposition. 

Val Plumwood elucidates that “the western model of human/nature relations 
has the properties of dualism…which results from a certain kind of denied de-
pendency on a subordinated more-than-human other (Plumwood, 1993).” Kess-
ler (Kessler, 2019) further explains dualisms in his words, “dualisms and the on-
tological conceptualizations they undergird form a self-fulling, self-reinforcing, 
and ultimately hegemonic lens through which human-nature relational expe-
riences are filtered in the modern world (Kessler, 2019).” Since then, the separa-
tion between human beings and nature has evolved into a hegemonic relation-
ship.  

The denial of interdependence is rooted in human thoughts. Human beings 
begin their exploitation of natural resources and the environment without re-
straint since from their perspectives, nature is inferior and mute, nature will not 
resist and revenge on human beings. Therefore, human beings neglect the out-
come of ecological damages, which turns out to be narrow and limited. The 
dualism of human culture and nature brings about numerous disasters in the 
world. Plumwood describes a scene of ecological disasters. 

We are mainly going backward in the vital area of containing energy con-
sumption. We are facing growing pollution of land, air, and water, growing 
problems of the destruction of the forests. On the wild side too, primate re-
searchers speak of an “animal holocaust”: we hear of the massive displacement 
of orangutans, the slaughter of African gorillas, ivory is once again on the world 
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trade menu, and there is a movement to resume the full-scale slaughter of whales 
(Plumwood, 2005). 

4.2. Anthropocentricism in the Dystopian World 

The disharmony of humans and nature has not been criticized until 1970s, and 
most traditional utopias fail to reveal it. The self-reflection on the relationship 
between humans and nature bases on the dystopian world Piercy created. 

It is not hard to determine the catastrophic outcome in a dystopia when Con-
nie breaks in and comes across Gildina by accident. Gildina’s mother, like the 
other middle people in that era, lives an average life of 40 years or so. What’s 
worse to the poor people is that they are all diseased, just walking organ banks, 
as Cash says, and even half the time the liver’s rotten. It isn’t like they have any 
use. Some are pithed for simple functions, but they live like animals out where it 
isn’t conditioned. Such a sight—if you could see far, it would stretch forever. 
Luckily, you can’t see more than a few feet (Piercy, 2016).  

The disharmonious development of humans and nonhuman society has led to 
an extreme deterioration of the ecological environment, which aggravates the 
gap between the ruling class and the ruled people. The fact proves that victims 
are always the subordinate ones. The rich people who can afford the medicos, 
organs and space platforms live much longer than 200 years, while ordinary 
people only live an average life of 40 years (Piercy, 2016). The dominant class 
exploits the natural environment for their own benefit and can afford to survive 
despite the terrible outcomes. In contrast, the ordinary people have no choice 
but to wait for their death in the toxic environment. Compared with human be-
ings as the dominant, the plantations, animals, and lands have faded out without 
any protection. The beautiful natural scenery cannot be found any longer. If you 
are keen on scenery, many pictures can be accessible to change.  

If human beings are genuinely independent of nature, they won’t miss the past 
scenery of nature and won’t be influenced by natural disasters. They are suffered 
and pay for what they have done in everyday life and begin to regret their beha-
viors of exploiting the natural environment. The food for ordinary people 
“comes in packets, which is made from coal and algae and wood by-products, 
only rich people eat animal tissues (Piercy, 2016).” From this perspective, the 
inharmonious relationship between human beings and nature reduces the over-
all living quality of human beings. They destroy the nature and at the same time 
ruin the life of themselves. As the expansion of human desire, they transform 
grassland into highways, animals into furs and decorations, fields into buildings. 
Human beings take it for granted that natural sources are always available to ex-
ploit and have no hesitation in taking rather than giving. 

4.3. Elimination of Anthropocentricism in Marge Piercy’s Critical  
Utopia 

Connie’s prevailing world and the dystopia she breaks in by accident witness a 
failure and disasters of anthropocentrism. However, Marge Piercy’s utopia dis-
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plays a balanced view between human culture and nature. The residents of 
2137’s Mattapoisett think highly of the wholeness of human beings and nature, 
which is the critical factor of their harmonious life. In chapter 14, Connie met a 
drifter named Waclaw, he waited for 6 years to get privilege of studying with 
“Crees” who enjoy a mixed way of living, “only hunting, gathering, and some 
scientific activities go on…They hunt and fish, they’ve created some Far North 
agriculture, some handicraft, limited manufacture (Piercy, 2016).” From this 
point of view, the sense of wholeness is highly valued in this alternative world. 
Residents there respect the indigenous people and their living which indicates 
the interdependency of human beings and nature. Compared with the utilization 
of land in skyscrapers and factories under construction, local people in Matta-
poisett choose to keep grounds for woods which draws Connie’s attention,  

“How come you leave so much woods?” Connie asked. “Like that argument 
at the council. All over Mouth-of-Mattapoisett, I see patches of woods, 
meadows, swamps, marshes. You could clear a lot more land.” Luciente 
said, “Every patch of woods as a bank of wild genes. In your time, thou-
sands of species were disappearing (Piercy, 2016).” 

In the mind of the citizens in 1976 New York, everything of nature can be 
used to make benefits since human beings are superior to nature and indepen-
dent of nature. But this dualism has led to revenge by nature. At the top of the 
food chain, the elimination of biodiversity can bring about devastating disasters. 
To keep the original state of the natural environment, the residents of alternative 
societies choose to live an agricultural life since they know the significance of 
maintaining biodiversity. Instead of believing in anthropocentrism, they regard 
human beings as a part of nature. Human beings and nature are interdependent. 
The harmony between the two can be recognized as a guarantee of a harmonious 
life between human beings and nature. Therefore, Luciente expresses her opi-
nion towards human beings and nature,  

“We’re part of the web of nature. Don’t you find that beautiful?”  
“Like dumb animals? No! Dust to dust and all that?” “We have a hundred 
ceremonies to heal us to the world we live in with so many others. Listen.”  

Luciente waved toward the child and the old man, who had finished picking 
blackberries. They sang together as they got ready to leave:  

“Thank you for fruit.  
We take what we need. 
Other animals will eat.” 
“Thank you for fruit, 
carrying your seed. 
What you give is sweet. 
Live long and spread!” 
“We learn when we’re kids to say that to every tree or bush we pick from 
(Piercy, 2016).”  
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These words indicate the revival of the worship of nature. One of the reasons 
why Luciente and other residents is that the agricultural lifestyle is a proper state 
of human civilization and nature. Although the development of the technology 
and urbanization contributes to the advanced daily life of human beings, this 
improvement is at the expense of the natural environment. People in the alter-
native society think more highly of the harmonious life between human beings 
and nature, and this thought leads to agricultural life. Compared with moder-
nized metropolises, an agrarian life is not civilized in appearance. However, the 
ideal of establishing this environmentally friendly utopia is more civilized in 
ways of thinking.  

5. The Self-Reflection on Dualism 

The disintegration between males and females, whites and nonwhites, human 
beings and nature are dualisms. But in the beginning, most human beings fail 
aware of it, which leads to more severe consequences. Plumwood notes that 
dualisms “may lurk in the background in the unexamined and concealed 
form…and form a web or network. One dualism passes easily into the other, 
linked to it by well-traveled pathways of conventional or philosophical assump-
tion (Plumwood, 1993).” The dualisms of male and female, whites, and non-
whites, and human and nature have existed in people’s minds and one influenced 
by a type of dualism can be easily affected by another dualism. The essence of 
duality is a hegemonic constellation. Ursula K. Le Guin once points out that.  

The central problem is the problem of exploitation-exploitation of women, of 
the weak, of the earth. Our curse is alienation, the separation of yang from yin. 
Instead of a search for balance and integration, there is a struggle for dominance. 
Divisions are insisted upon, interdependence is denied. The dualism of value 
that destroyed us, the dualism of superior/inferior, ruler/ruled, owner/owned, 
use/used, might give way to what seems to me, from here, a much healthier, 
sounder, more promising modality of integration and integrity (Le Guin, 1992).  

Thus, the awareness of dualism is the first step of transforming the world into 
an interdependent and integrated one which is one of the vitality of Marge Pier-
cy’s Woman on the Edge of Time. 

6. Conclusion 

This article analyzes Marge Piercy’s Woman on the Edge of Time from the 
perspective of utopia’s self-reflection on objections of criticism—dualisms be-
tween two genders, whites, and nonwhites, human and nature. This analysis 
points out the significance of this novel not only lies in the elimination of three 
long-existent conflicts which traditional utopian novels have neglected, but also 
bases on its awareness of dualisms as an origin of human disaster. Although the 
problems of dualism cannot be resolved thoroughly because of the emergence of 
this novel, its awareness contributes to the becoming of an interdependent and 
integrated world. 
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Abstract 
Measure for Measure is a play by William Shakespeare that represents moral 
issues concerning corruption, virtue, justice and purity. A prominent charac-
ter of the play, Angelo, holds the position of Deputy and representative of the 
law but his conscience is tormented by a psychological conflict around the 
desire to bribe a young and innocent lady, Isabella, for his own interest and 
pleasure. The aim of this paper is to analyze the mental distress of Angelo’s 
moral conscience in relation to Sigmund Freud’s models of functioning of the 
human mind. An extract from the play has been chosen for this investigation, 
which is the character’s monologue in Act 2, scene 2, lines 167-191 since it 
clearly represents the relationship between moral reflection and the psycho-
logical effects on the psyche. 
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1. Introduction 

The Shakespearean play Measure for Measure was first performed in 1604 as a 
comedy representing complex issues related to morality. However, it has fre-
quently been the object of debate for what concerns its genre. Some scholars be-
lieve that the play is to be considered a tragedy because of its dramatic tone 
while other critics consider the piece rather a “problem” comedy because of its 
exploration of moral issues in a comic form. The debate and ambiguity about the 
genre of the play are reflected in the speeches of the different characters and, in 
particular, of Angelo who is in charge to condemn the misconduct of a young 
gentleman, Claudio, accused of adultery. Angelo is a deputy and thus a figure 
representing authority and law, but he is also condemnable for his dishonest be-
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haviour. Hence, the questions raised by Shakespeare in the play refer to what is 
ethically right or wrong, to moral responsibility, human fragility, and personal 
rectitude. Moral conscience can be considered as the knowledge of what is good 
or bad, right or wrong, as well as the realization that if a person acts in an honest 
and virtuous way, a condition of mental tranquility and inner peace can be 
achieved. Moreover, it is a matter of personal decision whether an individual 
chooses to behave in a morally correct or unacceptable way. Such a decision can 
be driven by a conscious intention as well as by the human instincts of the pre-
servation of species (Vithoulkas & Muresanu, 2014). The aim of this article is to 
investigate the psychological conflict of Angelo around moral issues, in relation 
to Sigmund Freud’s structural or tripartite model of the mind that divides the 
psyche into three parts: Ego, Id and Super-Ego (Freud, 1923). The Ego is the part 
that is related to perception, emotions and will and is primary conscious, the Id 
represents the instinctual life, that is sexual desires and aggressive drives, and is 
entirely unconscious whereas the Super-Ego is the part that concerns morality, 
values and principles of conduct and is mainly unconscious. Freud’s structural 
model is an evolution of his previous topographical theorization that describes 
three levels of the mind which are the conscious mind, the preconscious and the 
unconscious (Freud, 1915). See also Figure 1 for a graphic illustration of Freud’s 
model of the human mind. The investigation is related essentially to the conflict 
among Ego, Id and Super-Ego around the moral considerations that emerge 
from Angelo’s monologue in the play Measure for Measure, 2.2., 167-191, (Green-
blatt, 1997) along with an explanation of the literary devices used by the author 
to underline the problem of the moral conscience of his character.  

 

 
Figure 1. Illustration of the iceberg metaphor commonly used for Freud’s model. From 
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Illustration-of-the-iceberg-metaphor-commonly-use
d-for-Freuds-model-Public-domain_fig2_335868841. 
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2. Discussion 

Angelo’s soliloquy is a speech of twenty-five lines from Act 2 scene 2 that follows 
immediately the dialogue between this character and Isabella when the latter ex-
its the scene with Lucio and Provost. Isabella is an aspiring nun, Claudio’s sister, 
and is depicted as a symbol of high moral values, especially of integrity and pur-
ity. Their dialogue consists mainly of a debate about the strict application of law 
by the Deputy, Isabella’s request of mercy and the idea of having sex with her in 
favour of her brother’s release. 

In his article on the character of Angelo (Dodds, 1946), the author provides 
relevant insights into the figure and role of the Deputy in the play. Firstly, it is 
difficult to well comprehend the true nature of Angelo since he is depicted as a 
moralist and honest person who is troubled by sexual drives, but his interior 
conflict does not resemble the profound sufferings of the characters of Shakes-
peare’s tragedies, like Macbeth for example. Secondly, as a representative of jus-
tice he may be ideologically infallible and correct but his role as delegate of mor-
al rules, and of their application, is in clear contrast with his personal failure to 
respect ethical standards and to reflect properly on his sinful intentions. Thirdly, 
there is a problem of conscience in the character’s mind, who deliberately as-
sumes that passions and human instincts may justify misbehavior but, at the 
same time, is undecided as in Act 2, scene 4, lines 57-59 in which he interacts 
with Isabella, the presumed reason of his temptation: “…Our compelled sins 
Stand more for number than for account. …Nay, I’ll not warrant that…” Lastly, 
in matters of sins and human failure, the question of religion and divine justice 
is of extreme relevance in this play. In fact, Dodds points out that the problem of 
mercy as a Christian ideal does not fit well with the representation of Angelo as a 
person who is aware of the immorality of his own shameful conclusions.  

Angelo’s speech starts with the character asking himself whether the thoughts 
that are crossing his mind and the plans that he is making belong to his inten-
tionality or are the responsibility of the virtuous lady as expressed in line 167: 
“What’s this? What’s this? Is this her fault or mine?” This is an example of rhe-
torical question since it puts emphasis on an important issue of the play, moral-
ity, and serves the purpose of drawing the audience’s attention. Moreover, the 
repetition of the first question twice likely gives more stress to the thoughtful 
experience of the speaker. According to Freud’s tripartite model, the conflict 
here arises from the Ego who is trying to defend himself from the pressures of 
the Id, represented by the sexual desires towards Isabella, and the disapproval of 
the Super-Ego, depicted by the word “fault”. In fact, Angelo’s attempt is to 
attribute the responsibility of his fantasies to the lady as an expression of the 
Ego’s defense in a moment of intense doubtfulness (“who sins most, ha?”).  

In line 168, there is another example of language used to create literary effect 
which concerns the question of who is more responsible for the enticement: Isa-
bella, the pious and god-fearing character, or Angelo, the emblem of justice and 
impartiality. As anticipated above, the first two lines of the soliloquy express the 
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doubts that torment the conscience of the character who is thus represented in 
his true nature, a person made of instincts and urges in clear contrast with the 
social role of officer of justice. Angelo’s interior dialogue moves then, in lines 
169-172, to the self-awareness of his culpability, the realisation that he is a liar 
and that he is rather a corrupted and nasty person (“but it is I”). Interesting here 
is the use that Shakespeare makes of similes in line 171 to create the effect of 
immorality: “Do as the carrion does, not as the flower.” Flowers are symbols of 
innocence, purity and usually have a pleasant smell while a carrion is lifeless, 
empty inside and even worse, it stinks. Indeed, an immoral person can feel and 
be considered torpid and filthy. The conflict between the three parts of the 
psyche is apparently mitigating here as Angelo is blaming himself and not 
another person, which psychologically means that the Ego is becoming aware of 
the sexual impulses emerging from the Id and, consequently, the Super-Ego is 
turning out to be less oppressive in this regard. 

Angelo’s sequence of thoughts proceeds in lines 172-176 with a rhetorical 
question about the fact that men can be easily seduced by women’s humble 
conduct rather than by their delicacy. According to Dodds, these lines represent 
the character’s effort to underline a universal truth about women’s attitude, 
which is again in contrast with the speaker’s lack of humility and correctness in 
dealing with Isabella’s life. The “waste ground”, in line 174, is likely a metaphor 
to express the desolation of a human’s inner life and, moreover, a condition that 
refers also to other individuals since the writer refers to a “we” in line 175. This 
“we” is able to destroy “the sanctuary”, a holy and sacred place used as a meta-
phor probably to refer to the human body, the temple of the soul or spirit ac-
cording to the theories of Christianity. In a Freudian perspective, the expression 
“O fie, fie, fie!” can be seen as the Super-Ego speaking aloud its own voice like in 
a self-reproach. In addition, the “waste ground” mentioned above may represent 
those sexual desires and hidden impulses that belong to the Id whereas the use of 
“we” may be another attempt of the Ego to justify the immoral behaviour by 
making generalizations or by giving the idea of a common and shareable human 
condition.  

The monologue culminates in lines 177 with a self-scrutiny, “What dost 
thou…Angelo?” This has a strong impact on the scene since the Deputy blames 
himself in a sort of realisation of his miserable behaviour, thus reinforcing the 
belief that he is the immoral and not the supposed tempter. According to anoth-
er scholar (Cash, 2014), this is the part of the soliloquy in which the character 
reaches the total understanding of his culpability and frees Isabella from any re-
sponsibility of temptation. This self-awareness reflects the fact that the Ego and 
the Super-Ego have apparently reached a sort of peaceful agreement in which the 
tension of the psychological conflict is eventually abated. In lines 178-183, An-
gelo’s internal debate then concentrates on male sexual wishes that are consi-
dered as “foully”, thus dishonourable, and on the moral question of whether to 
release Claudio since sinners, “Thieves”, and moral arbiters, “judges”, are both 
transgressors. His desires are so strong that he wonders whether he is really in 
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love with Isabella or it is just a creation of his fervid imagination (“…I dream 
on?”). As a matter of fact, doubts about morality continue to torment Angelo’s 
conscience: the lines 183-187 are characterized by the character’s attempt to 
move his immorality to an external entity, a “cunning enemy”, that seems re-
sponsible of inducing him into temptation because a man can be easily and in-
stinctively attracted by goodness. This attempt is an action that can eventually 
help him to cope with his personal distress since the Ego is not ready yet to fully 
accept its own responsibility in this matter and, hence, it is more tolerable to 
attribute the fault to external factors. This attribution is called, in psychoanalysis, 
projection since it represents a defense mechanism of the mind in which un-
bearable emotions and/or fantasies are removed from the individual and then 
displaced towards another person or situation (Rohleder, 2014). This mechan-
ism used by the Ego is clearly unconscious.  

The entity of the mental defenses adopted by Angelo is so intense that he is 
inclined towards a spiritual elevation of himself when he utters the words “saint” 
and “saints” as if he was a holy person. This attribution of sanctity is a comical 
effect that may underline the fact that Measure for Measure should be consi-
dered a comedy rather than a tragedy as stated by Dodds when he underlines the 
intensity and quality of the character’s suffering. In fact, duplicity and ambiva-
lence emerge in the words used by Shakespeare in lines 187-190 in which the 
“double vigour” can refer to Angelo’s conscience since he is the one who is living 
a conflict between his “art”, as a Deputy, and his “nature”, as a human being. In 
a Freudian view, the “art” may be represented by the Ego because that part of the 
psyche that governs our life and deals with the external world, while “nature” 
clearly refers to the instinctual and biological impulses that strive continually to 
express themselves. The ending lines of the speech depict the character’s superfi-
cial attitude towards love and have a final effect on the audience who is likely 
impressed by the possibility that, in the end, this man is expressing honest and 
true feelings of affection differently from the circumstances represented earlier 
in the same act. The words “once stir my temper” are significant here since 
“temper”, synonym of personality, disposition, mood and mental state, may re-
fer to the psychological conflict described so far.  

3. Conclusion 

In conclusion, this analysis confirms that the main theme of the play is morality, 
that there is no fair judgement of others’ misconduct and that it is wiser to re-
flect on one’s own behaviour. According to William Hazlitt (Leone, 2006), Sha-
kespeare’s talent was to highlight the true nature of his characters and, in partic-
ular, that it is good even in bad people. Actually, the Deputy is an undeniable 
example of a person who is in conflict with two extremes: an excess of puritan-
ism on one side and a need for laxity on the other. Freud’s theories of function-
ing of the mind give a significant contribution to the understanding of the psy-
chological conflict that may occur in an individual when tormented by moral 
questions. Many examples of the conflicting interaction between the three parts 
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of the human mind in relation to morality have been broadly described in this 
paper. Lastly, a final remark concerns the author’s choice of the name Angelo for 
his character. This name recalls a Christian figure, an angel, asexual and morally 
pure, who is commonly known as a guardian with the role to protect and guide a 
person or a community. The association that Shakespeare makes between the 
name chosen for his character and its religious equivalent seems rather ironic in 
this play.  
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Abstract 
Letters are not merely literature pieces for curiosity and daily amenities, but 
means of extensive use in the past when there were not many options for dis-
tance communication. Although privately written letters are public docu-
ments that offer valuable information to understand human relations not on-
ly in the past, in the present and future. Letters can be used in multiple fields 
of knowledge and disciplines, and offer extensive possibilities for interdiscip-
linarity. Bergson’s concept of knowing includes intuitive knowledge and 
temporal multiplicities. In this context, the past is made present when com-
mon aspects and empathy are evidenced. Therefore, much of the content of 
these letters are similar to issues that are common in today’s societies. The 
method of reading and using them interactively and empathically is called 
organic. Thus, past, present, and future are not in a linear sequence but jux-
taposed. The three authors whose letters are presented and discussed to 
showcase the above are, Lord Byron to his editor, the letters from Lady Mary 
Wortley Montagu to her former husband, the letters from Emily Dickson to 
her tutor. By using Bergson’s concepts of time and intuition—the dilemmas 
of relating to a publisher, to an ex-husband, and a tutor display how intimacy 
can play an important role in creating bonds across time and space in these 
masters of literature. 
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Methods, Letters, Literature, Language, Organic 

 

1. Introduction 

“A Letter always feels to me like immortality because it is the mind alone with-
out corporeal friend. Indebted in our talk to attitude and accent, there seems a 
spectral power in thought that walks alone—I would like to thank you for your 
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great kindness but never try to lift the words which I cannot hold,” Emily Dick-
son.  

There are many formats of written texts—articles, essays, poems, letters, di-
aries, and the list could go on. These are not merely objects of literature, but in-
teractive ways to create and boost communication among individuals (Barton & 
Hall, 2000). 

Letters are frequently used in humanities research as an amendment, a curios-
ity, a document, a source of data towards a situation or fact. They may highlight 
autobiographical and historical data, and are one of the richest data towards 
women’s voices in the fields of literature, politics, and science (Richter, 2010).  

Letters link the private and public dimensions together with mobility—they 
had to cross borders and many other hardships to arrive at their destiny (Frank-
lin, 2020). 

Letters will be used in this research in their multi-dimensional aspect. They 
connect past, present, and may add new views towards the future. They bring in-
timacy in evidence—they are moving texts. They have a historical aspect, but as 
living history, they can be brought into life again.  

Letters do not only present personal annotations and frugality about everyday 
living, but they transform experiences. Letters date back from 500 BC with the 
first recorded handwritten letter by Persian Queen Atossa, according to the an-
cient historian Hellanicus. The leaves of plants allowed the possibility of having 
messages written on them and being delivered to their destiny. In the Bible, for 
instance, most of the New Testament are letters from St. Paul (see Journal for the 
Study of Paul and His Letters by Penn State University Press). 

By the 18th century, letter writing was predominant, in such a way, that one 
of the first prose narratives from Samuel Richardson’s called “Pamela”, and it 
was composed entirely of letters of a daughter to her parents (Derek Taylor, 
2018). 

Most of the letter-authors knew they would be read in the future, mentioning 
this like a graduate of Jefferson Medical College in 1841, John Plimpton Green, 
who addresses to those who will read this in the future (Dunster et al., 2014). 

Last century, “A Soldier’s Last Letter”, “Please, Mr. Postman”, “I’m Gonna Sit 
Right Down and Write Myself a Letter”, to name a few, have maintained the old 
habit alive.  

Correspondences among writers, lovers, public figures, and friends were the 
only possible way for distant people to communicate (Dyer, 2020; Newton, 
2020). 

Nevertheless, letters are narratives, language in action, production of texts and 
contexts. It is important to recognize that these texts bring language in move-
ment and give life to them (Curran, 2018). 

They are objects of love and hate (Gori, 2011), of possession, travels, perils 
and adventures, of good and bad news, letters constitute actions and produce ef-
fects, mobilize manifestations, declare war, or even inspire others. On top of all 
that, letters bring authors into ink and paper (Vinci-Booher et al., 2019). 
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2. Bergson and the “Intuitive” Method 

The aim of this study is to highlight the importance of letter studies and to use 
three examples to showcase how letters can be used in interdisciplinary studies. 
The method used in this research is named “organic” upon Bergson’s intuitive 
method (Fell, 2012). This method of reading letters compounds a system that is 
multi-dimensional and expansive by creating multiple interactions between past, 
present, and future making it possible to have multiple perspectives upon past 
letters.  

What is being looked at are not the differences between the present and the 
past, but what links and connects both—intimacy as the possibility of being em-
pathic. Nevertheless, it is not knowledge that connects present and past, but 
feelings that connect us to them. Although intuition and intellect are separate 
skills in our civilization, by reading them organically, it is possible to reunite 
them.  

The letters showcased here present how their topics seem actual, and intuition 
and sympathy connect us to them.  

In Time and Free Will, Bergson (1910) deals with the self as a totality of two 
components: 1) One is the superficial self that is limited by the conceptual lan-
guage, habits, and rules of the society (social side). 2) However, another is the 
fundamental self that transcends the structures of social life and enables us to be 
aware of the reality of dynamic life (conscious life). This free side moves us away 
from the domination of social life towards the inner free life. A life that may lead 
to continuity and that puts us in dialogue with these authors from the past 
(Westmoreland & Karas, 2016). 

Bergson’s notion of intuition as a concept and method is applied as a way to 
create knowledge, and this preposition has not been deeply explored in research. 
Intuition is a non-intellectual way of knowing reality. For (Bergson, 1946), intui-
tion is the way that enables us to attain absolute reality to understand the whole 
of things and ourselves.  

His particular method does not take only historical aspects, linguistic ones, 
metrics, relationships among authors, but how these contents have lasted so far. 
This means their content is actual.  

All three authors made use of letter writing extensively and with multiple 
purposes (VanHaitsma, 2014) following intuition; this research takes an inde-
pendent front-line. This way, we grasp the knowledge of the object in itself by 
experiencing it (Olkowski, 2020). This allows us to follow through with change, 
evolution, and movement of the object from the inside.  

These letters were randomly selected, but in all of them, there are feelings be-
ing fully expressed. These authors were all extensive letter-writers. Thus, they 
were selected because they deeply expressed themselves in letters. Besides that, 
these letters bring an in-depth perspective of the actual world. They bring topics 
that can be easily found around nowadays although they were from hundreds 
ago. The more they are read, the more sympathy can be built towards those let-
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ters. We can feel what they felt. It is possible to feel wholly with them, to share 
their humanity—similar feelings, issues, voices are also mine, paving the way to 
attain absolute knowledge. In short, the experience of sympathy requires going 
into an object and grasping its uniqueness and peculiarity.  

Analysis operates on immobility, while intuition is located in mobility, in 
other words, in duration. For (Bergson, 1910, 1946) instinct and sympathy are 
not feelings, these are ways of knowing each other. This transport of intui-
tion-sympathy is not ordinary language or simple verbal communication, but, in 
the sense of the French expression “transports amoureux,” something to express 
the inexpressible. This is what is highlighted here. I have felt many times like 
Lord Byron (Byron, 2011, 2015) having issues with editors, I have felt like 
(Halsband, 1965, 1967), and there are times that I think I was just like Emily 
Dickson in search of approval of my tutor.  

Time is consequently a “multiplicité indistinct or qualitative”, not broken by 
spatial intervals, but in juxtaposition. Everything is given all at once (“tout d’un 
coup”), but time is what prevents everything from being present. In space, there 
is no real succession, but simultaneity and juxtaposition. 

Duration is the continuous progress of the past that gets into the future and 
which swells as it advances. Thus, our immediate conscious states are formed by 
spatial multiplicity.  

In the “organic” approach to letter reading of letters from the past, this re-
search studied these letters in search of juxtaposition and unicity, of what is 
unique and eternal in them.  

3. The Letters from Dickson, Byron, and Lady Montagu 

The letters chosen in this study are all from the 17th and 18th century period. By 
reading them, readers are directly put into contact with the intimacy and strug-
gles of their authors. They show us their inspirations, doubts, fragilities. The 
reason letters are such grand ways to bring the past into life. The authors’ voices 
are there—a voice that was addressed to someone specifically in the past, but at 
the same time, it is the voice of the self that demonstrates intimacy.  

Looking back at them, these voices have been pulled out, they seem to remain 
suspended in the air, but when we read and make sense of them. The result is 
empathy towards their authors as if we had pulled a balloon and were hold it 
close to us now. They show our humanities, not our intellect (Dickson, 1869; 
Byron, 2015; Halsband, 1965).  

3.1. Letter from Emily Dickinson to Higginson 

“25 April 1862 
Mr. Higginson, 
Your kindness claimed earlier gratitude-but I was ill-and write today, from my 

pillow. 
Thank you for the surgery - it was not so painful as I supposed. I bring you 
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others-as you ask-though they might not differ- 
While my thought is undressed-I can make the distinction, but when I put 

them in the Gown - they look alike, and numb. 
You asked how old I was? I made no verse-but one or two-until this winter - 

Sir- 
I had a terror-since September-I could tell to none-and so I sing, as the Boy 

does by the Burying Ground-because I am afraid- You inquire my Books-For 
Poets-I have Keats-and Mr and Mrs Browning. For Prose-Mr Ruskin-Sir Tho-
mas Browne-and the Revelations. I went to school-but in your manner of the 
phrase-had no education. When a little Girl, I had a friend, who taught me Im- 
mortality-but venturing too near, himself-he never returned-Soon after, my Tu-
tor, died - and for several years, my Lexicon - was my only companion-Then I 
found one more-but he was not contented I be his scholar-so he left the Land. 

You ask of my Companions Hills-Sir-and the Sundown-and a Dog-large as 
myself, that my Father bought me-They are better than Beings-because they 
know-but do not tell-and the noise in the Pool, at Noon - excels my Piano. I 
have a Brother and Sister - My Mother does not care for thought-and Father, too 
busy with his Briefs - to notice what we do - He buys me many Books - but begs 
me not to read them-because he fears they joggle the Mind. They are reli-
gious-except me-and address an Eclipse, every morning-whom they call their 
“Father.” But I fear my story fatigues you-I would like to learn-Could you tell me 
how to grow-or is it unconveyed- like Melody-or Witchcraft? 

You speak of Mr Whitman-I never read his Book-but was told that he was 
disgraceful- 

I read Miss Prescott’s “Circumstance,” but it followed me, in the Dark-so I 
avoided her- 

Journals came to my Father’s House, this winter- and asked me for my 
Mind-and when I asked them “Why,” they said I was penurious - and they, 
would use it for the World - 

I could not weigh myself-Myself- 
My size felt small- to me- I read your Chapters in the Atlantic- and expe-

rienced honour for you-I was sure you would not reject a confiding question- 
Is this- Sir-what you asked me to tell you? 
Your friend, 
E. Dickinson.” 

3.2. Letter from Lord Byron to John Murray 

“Stilton, Oct. 3, 1813. 
Dear Sir,—I have just recollected an alteration you may make in the proof to 

be sent to Aston.—Among the lines on Hassan’s Serai, not far from the begin-
ning, is this: 

Unmeet for Solitude to share. 
Now to share implies more than one, and Solitude is a single person; it must 

be thus: 
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For many a gilded chamber’s there, 
Which Solitude might well forbear; 
and so on.—My address is Aston Hall, Rotherham. Will you adopt this cor-

rection? and pray accept a cheese from me for your trouble. 
Ever yours, 
B. 
P. S.—I leave this to your discretion; if anybody thinks the old line a good one 

or the cheese a bad one, don’t accept either. But, in that case, the word share is 
repeated soon after in the line: 

To share the Master’s “bread and salt;” 
and must be altered to: 
To break the Master’s bread and salt. 
This is not so well, though—confound it! If the old line stands, let the other 

run thus: 
Nor there will weary traveller halt, 
To bless the sacred “bread and salt.” 
Note.—To partake of food—to break bread and taste salt with your 

host—ensures the safety of the guest; even though an enemy, his person from 
that moment becomes sacred.” 

3.3. Letter from Lady Mary Montagu to Mr. Wortley 

“To Wortley [28 April 1711] 
I cannot write and only say I have receiv’d yours; I have allwaies ten thousand 

things to say to you, and yet I solemnly and sincerely desire you to desist write-
ing. I could wish it was possible to keep a Correspondance with you without 
scandal or discovery, but as that cannot be, in Generosity do not make me unea-
sy. There is nothing I would not do to make you easy. That Gentleman has no 
interest in my heart, and yet I think he has as much as he deserves. I have the 
vanity to beleive a Man that could engage me must have a greater share of un-
derstanding. Had he desir’d it, it could never have been, but tis no Lie to assure 
you, he never attempted it. Mr. D. is one of those fine people [that] have the 
same way of talking to all the Women they see, that everybody suffers and no-
body esteems. I cannot deny he has often entertaind me in that manner he does 
a thousand others, which I never took to be in earnest because I knew he never 
meant it so. I beleive he may have been well with some women, but I hope they 
have been women of a character very different to mine. All I know is that there 
was never anything between us but a little raillery. I suppose it will [be] no hard 
matter for you to believe this. I wish I could as easily clear my selfe from the 
other. My word is not sufficient for that, in your Opinion. Time and observation 
would soon do it, but then you may imagine me forsaken, or that we are broke 
off from some other cause, but it will be impossible to convince you of the truth. 

I have seen enough of the world not to be very fond of it. I have seen so many 
Acquaintance unhappy, and heard so many secret complaints of Husbands, I 
have often resolved never to marry, and allwaies not to Sacrifice my selfe to an 
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Estate. Having done with your Heart, I have no pretensions to yours. As I am, I 
enjoy every satisfaction but your Conversation. Marrying you is part with every 
other for that; I once resolved to do it shows set no common value on it. While I 
thought you loved me, I could have liv’d with you in any place or Circumstances. 
I have but this satisfaction, that one time or other, I am assur’d, you will think of 
me and regret you have wrong’d me. Adeiu. I desire you not to answer. 

Address To Mr Edward Wortley Mountague [in another hand] at Wortly near 
Sheffeild Yorkshire Free.” 

4. Discussion 

The three letters of this research were written and assembled by different authors 
at different places and situations—they all write about different aspects of their 
lives and circumstances. However, when the letters are read taking into account 
Bergson’s method of intuition, sympathy, and multiplicity of times—the interac-
tion with them brings new aspects into analysis. The categories used to analyze 
the data are empathy, time, and place. 

4.1. Empathy 

When the reading material is read intuitively, it is possible to share the same 
perspective as the author; it is possible to be one with them. It is possible to ex-
perience the juxtaposition of the other within oneself. The researcher becomes 
one with the author of the letters and they create change upon us. It is possible 
to infer, for instance, that Emily Dickson was quite lonely most of her time. It is 
also possible to infer that Lord Byron and Mr. Murray had many changes in the 
written versions of the texts—he even sends him a piece of cheese and makes a 
parody with the sharing of the perils and glories between the editor and author. 
Lady Mary Montagu has resigned herself in trying to convince her ex-husband. 
There has been too much talk about them and what goes around. She truly says 
that she has been to the world and seen it a lot, and about her, other flirts and 
interest, but she mentions her affection for her and that one day he will be able 
to see her as she is. 

4.2. Time 

Time, although written more than two centuries ago, the preserved letters can 
immediately create a bond with the present and the future. La duree—the dura-
tion of time is not connected to the chronological calendar, but by bridges that 
are created in completion to a big picture. Time is not the linear chronological 
time that disconnects us from them, here, in time as experience, all the time-gap, 
which separates these letters from the actual time, means nothing. Here, the 
three hundred years which separate their past and 2021 does not matter at all 
when the perspective is the same—humans have been to these places some-
how…they have felt lonely, they have given away too much cheese, and they 
have been expecting for some sort of recognition. This is humanity. 
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4.3. Place 

Place—these letters have been written from different places, but they all carry 
inside them the art of letter writing. Someone who was writing a letter for the 
first time has not written them, but by authors, whose letters gained internation-
al recognition. This recognition is also located in the places they have been, 
which lead to notoriety and fame, and because they wrote letters like they knew 
they would be read and important in the future—mentioning this in them. A 
letter is a place where two people meet.  

5. Discussion 

The use of letters in research, the habit of writing and reading letters, the reading 
of past letters, and the use of letters from the past are very useful in literature 
studies. Personal letters can serve as an important role in the construction of 
historical narratives, but they can also teach us not only about the past, but also 
about ourselves, they can highlight humanity and empathy. 

To move further in the use of letters in literature studies, the use of Bergson’s 
concept of time as La duree, and the “organic” method of reading letters as a 
place can help us to create larger connections with them, and attain what is per-
manent in humanity. As it is stated in the letters presents here, Emily’s relation-
ship with her tutor and her loneliness, Lord Byron struggles with his editor, Lady 
Montagu’s affection for her ex-husband showcase feelings that are common to 
these days.  

Alternatively, paraphrasing Curran (2018) “When we keep letters, they con-
tinue their work”—when we read them, we bring their lives back.  
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