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In 2010, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. reported that world deforestation, mainly 

the conversion of tropical forests to agricultural land, had decreased over the past ten years but still continues at an 

alarmingly high rate in many countries. Globally, around 13 million hectares of forests were converted to other 

uses or lost through natural causes each year between 2000 and 2010 as compared to around 16 million hectares 

per year during the 1990s. The study covered 233 countries and areas. Brazil and Indonesia, which had the highest 

loss of forests in the 1990s, have significantly reduced their deforestation rates. In addition, ambitious tree planting 

programmes in countries such as China, India, the United States and Viet Nam - combined with natural expansion 

of forests in some regions - have added more than seven million hectares of new forests annually. As a result the 

net loss of forest area was reduced to 5.2 million hectares per year between 2000 and 2010, down from 8.3 million 

hectares annually in the 1990s. 

 

In this special issue, we intend to invite front-line researchers and authors to submit original research and review 

articles on exploring The future of Forests. 

 

Authors should read over the journal’s Author Guidelines carefully before submission, Prospective authors should 

submit an electronic copy of their complete manuscript through the journal Paper Submission System. 

 

Please kindly notice that the“Special Issue’’ under your manuscript title is supposed to be specified and the re-

search field “Special Issue- The future of Forests” should be chosen during your submission. 

 

According to the following timetable: 

Manuscript Due January 22th, 2013 

Publication Date March 2013 

 
 
Editor-in-Chief 
Dr. Sukumar Saha,  
US Department of Agriculture, USA 
 
For further questions or inquiries 
Please contact Editorial Assistant at  
ajps@scirp.org 
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