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Abstract 
In the Philippines, Extrajudicial Killings is the tool mainly used against narco-
producents, narcotraficars and narcodealers. This study described the impacts 
of the viewed video clips in determining the attitudes and behavior of the res-
pondents towards extrajudicial killings; and the response (positive/negative) 
and action of the respondents upon viewing the video clips. Descriptive me-
thod was used in this research and Likert-type questionnaire was utilized and 
distributed to 165 respondents. The researcher concluded that the respondents 
obtained knowledge and better understanding about extrajudicial killing do-
cumentaries. This was founded results wherein the respondent’s answers to 
the survey questionnaires bent towards “agree” and “neutral”. The results also 
imply that respondents have a positive attitude towards the documentaries 
about extrajudicial killings. Respondent’s increased knowledge leads to favora-
ble attitude. The respondents became more concerned with the children who 
live in the next generation to have a peaceful, safety and drug-free country 
as they sympathize with the difficulties of extrajudicial killings featured in the 
documentaries. Over-all, it is concluded that most of the respondents thought 
of Extrajudicial killing as a positive tool against narcoproducents, narcotrafi-
cars and narcodealers. 
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1. Introduction 

In the Philippines, Extrajudicial Killings is the tool mainly used against narco-
producents, narcotraficars and narcodealers. Since the inauguration of President 
Rodrigo Duterte on June 30, 2016, and his call for a “war on drugs”, Philippine 
National Police Officers and unidentified “vigilantes” have killed over 7,000 people. 

How to cite this paper: Austria-Cruz, M. C. 
(2020). Perception of the Community to-
wards Issues on Extrajudicial Killings in the 
Philippines. Voice of the Publisher, 6, 1-5. 
https://doi.org/10.4236/vp.2020.61001 
 
Received: January 24, 2020 
Accepted: March 28, 2020 
Published: March 31, 2020 
 
Copyright © 2020 by author(s) and  
Scientific Research Publishing Inc. 
This work is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution International  
License (CC BY 4.0). 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

  Open Access

 

DOI: 10.4236/vp.2020.61001  Mar. 31, 2020 1 Voice of the Publisher 
 

https://www.scirp.org/journal/vp
https://doi.org/10.4236/vp.2020.61001
https://www.scirp.org/
https://doi.org/10.4236/vp.2020.61001
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


M. C. Austria-Cruz 
 

This war on drugs somehow paved a way for the police officers and unidentified 
“vigilantes” a “License to kill”. Extrajudicial killings are defined by law as killings 
owing to the victims’ political affiliation; method of attack; and involvement or 
consent of state agents in the killing commission (Supreme Court Administra-
tive Order 25, 2007). 

Extra-judicial killing is a violation of the rights of the people of life and the in-
fringement of the international code of human rights by the Government (Ojo, 
2010). When the state itself is engaged in extrajudicial killings, it is quite clear 
that this act infringes explicitly the obligation of the state to protect the right to 
life of its citizens (Lanfer, 2010). 

Many local and international human rights organizations have expressed se-
rious concerns and criticisms about a range of human rights issues including 
widespread extrajudicial killings (Parreno, 2011). Nevertheless, there is hope that 
zeal and unity will restore power, and that the effort of civil society to ensure the 
resolution of human rights violations, including extrajudicial killings, will bear 
fruit (Purba, 2009). 

People in power have created an illusion in various countries around the world 
that killing “terrorists” without taking them to trial will help curb “terrorism”, but 
in reality these extrajudicial killings can neither bring peace nor stop “terrorism” 
(Aziz, 2015). The ludicrous shoot-to-kill strategy has made the police emboldened 
to indulge in, or to tolerate, extrajudicial killing of civilians on the flimsiest excuse 
(Igbo, 2017). 

2. Conceptual Framework 

Police’s public perception is tainted by the abuse of powers to generate mislead-
ing police reputation, and police-public relations were reflected in police corrup-
tion and violence that was their daily trademark (Olusegun, 2014). 

In widening the horizons of appropriate and credible evidence of violations of 
human rights to include aspects of popular culture, human rights experts have 
the ability to spot tell-tale signs of a wrong system (Sipalla & Lewela, 2012). 

Consequently, efforts to address violent extremism adequately must take into 
account the psycho-social needs of disadvantaged communities and individuals, 
and be multi-sectoral in order to accommodate all varied pathways to violent 
extremist participation (Villa-Vicencio et al., 2016). 

3. Objective of the Study 

The study described the impacts of the viewed video clips in determining the at-
titudes and behavior of the respondents towards extrajudicial killings; and the re-
sponse (positive/negative) and action of the respondents upon viewing the video 
clips. 

4. Methodology 

The descriptive method of research was used in this study because it involves 
description, recording, analysis and interpretation of condition that really exists. 
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It is appropriate to use descriptive method in gathering information about the 
present existing condition (Creswell, 2014). A total of 165 respondents from dif-
ferent barangays of Nueva Ecija were surveyed. The researcher used Likert-scale 
type questionnaire (Vagias, 2006) and analyzed it through statistical data treat-
ment such as standard deviation and mean. 

5. Results 

Table 1 presents the perception of respondents towards the negative issues on 
extrajudicial killing. Based from the results, the statement, “I learned that Extra-
judicial Killings is a crime”, got the highest weighted mean of 4.08 with the ver-
bal interpretation, “Agree”. While, the statement, “I realized that Extrajudicial 
Killings victim are innocent” got the lowest weighted mean of 2.66 with the ver-
bal interpretation, “Neutral”. 

Table 2 presents the perception of respondents towards the positive issues on 
extrajudicial killing. Based from the results, the statement, “I learned how to accept 
Extrajudicial Killings because it is the only way to stop the problems on drugs” 
got the highest weighted mean of 4.01 with the verbal interpretation, “Agree”. 
While, the statement, “I understand that vigilante group helps the PNP to solve 
the problems on war on drugs” got the lowest weighted mean of 3.48 with the 
verbal interpretation, “Neutral”. 

Table 3 presents the number of those who have a positive and negative per-
ceptions towards community of extrajudicial killing. Based from the results, most 
of the respondents thought of Extrajudicial Killings as positive garnering a per-
centage of 53.94% with 89 number of votes. While, almost half of the respondents 
thought Extrajudicial Killings as negative garnering a percentage of 46.06% with 
76 number of votes. 
 
Table 1. Negative issues on extrajudicial killings. 

Indicator Mean SD Verbal Interpretation 

I learned that Extrajudicial Killings is a crime. 4.08 1.01 Agree 

I realized that some other member of the  
PNP are the protectors of Vigilante group  

who are connected to Extrajudicial Killings. 
3.84 1.12 Agree 

I learned that the killings done by the vigilante 
group totally removed the right of a person. 

3.76 1.18 Agree 

I understand that Extrajudicial Killings is an act of  
depriving life that kills regardless of age; youth or adult 

will be killed during operation on war on drugs. 
3.64 1.31 Agree 

I learned that President Duterte doesn’t care about  
Human Rights, so he allow Extrajudicial Killing 

3.28 1.30 Neutral 

I learned how important to support the  
anti-drug campaign of the President Duterte. 

3.66 1.08 Agree 

I realized that Extrajudicial Killing victims are innocent. 2.66 1.03 Neutral 

I learned that President Duterte  
is tolerating Extrajudicial Killing. 

3.71 1.12 Agree 
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Table 2. Positive issues on extrajudicial killings. 

Positive Issues about Extrajudicial Killings 

Indicator Mean SD Verbal interpretation 

I learned that Extrajudicial Killings helps to  
lessen the crime rate caused by war on drugs. 

3.73 1.22 Agree 

I understand that vigilante group helps the  
PNP to solve the problems on war on drugs. 

3.48 1.10 Neutral 

I am enlightened that Extrajudicial Killing is the key  
to solve the problems on war on drugs in the country. 

3.62 1.24 Agree 

I realized that the legalization of Extrajudicial Killings  
is the solution in reducing the crime rate in the country. 

3.57 1.17 Agree 

Extrajudicial Killings helps the administration of President 
Duterte to eliminate criminality caused by narcodealers. 

3.60 1.16 Agree 

I learned that the authorization on the full  
interpretation on the war on drug that cause  

Extrajudicial Killingby President Duterte is reasonable. 
3.66 1.11 Agree 

I now understand that one of the  
advantages of Extrajudicial Killing is  

that it gives fear to those narcodealers. 
4.00 1.18 Agree 

I am enlightened that there is no law that can stop  
narcodealing, only the Extrajudicial Killings. 

3.52 1.21 Agree 

I realized that Extrajudicial Killings is  
form to deterrence to those narcodealers. 

3.68 1.18 Agree 

I learned how to accept Extrajudicial Killings because  
it is the only way to stop the problems on drugs. 

4.01 1.16 Agree 

 
Table 3. Perception of community towards extrajudicial killings. 

Indicator Frequency Percentage 

Positive 89 53.94% 

Negative 76 46.06% 

6. Conclusion and Discussion 

The researcher concluded that the respondents obtained knowledge and better 
understanding about extrajudicial killing documentaries. This was founded re-
sults wherein the respondent’s answers to the survey questionnaires bent to-
wards “agree” and “neutral”. 

The results also imply that respondents have a positive attitude towards the do-
cumentaries about extrajudicial killings. Respondent’s increased knowledge leads 
to favorable attitude. The respondents became more concerned with the children 
who live in the next generation to have a peaceful, safety and drug-free country as 
they sympathize with the difficulties of extrajudicial killings featured in the do-
cumentaries. It suggests that documentary videos also inspire viewer in obtaining 
the positive view in Extra Judicial Killings in the midst of difficult situation. 
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After watching the Documentaries about Extra Judicial Killings video clips, 
respondents are urged to make certain actions. Respondent’s increased knowledge 
leads to positive behavior. Most of the respondents would be willing to share oth-
ers the knowledge they have obtained from the short videos. Respondents will 
most likely make further research about Extra Judicial Killings and are greatly en-
couraged to tell to the others the good sight and support the Extra Judicial Kil-
lings in the country. 

Thus, the researcher also concluded that most of the respondents thought Ex-
tra Judicial Killings as positive tool to prevent and stop mainly the narcoprodu-
cents, narcotraficars and narcodealers. 

The acquirement of knowledge about Extra Judicial Killings affected the outcome 
of attitude and behavior of the respondents. This simply implies that documen-
tary videos are essential instrument in obtaining knowledge and it serves as a tool 
to convey the issues in the society that needs to be given attention. It leads people 
to a wider scope of knowledge and drives them to make actions accordingly. 
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