
J. Water Resource and Protection, 2010, 2, 245-250 
doi:10.4236/jwarp.2010.23028 Published Online March 2010 (http://www.scirp.org/journal/jwarp) 

Copyright © 2010 SciRes.                                                                               JWARP 

Evaluation and Improvement of Bed Load Formula Using 
Tapi River Data, India 

S. M. Yadav, B. K. Samtani 
Civil Engineering Department, S.V. National Institute of Technology, Surat, India 

E-mail: smy@ced.svnit.ac.in, samtanibk@yahoo.com 
Received December 16, 2009; revised December 28, 2009; accepted January 20, 2010 

Abstract 
 
The effect of non uniformity of bed material on the sediment transport has been studied by various investi-
gators in the past. In the present paper the bed load transport rate has been estimated for non uniform bed 
material considering the various variables like discharge, hydraulic mean depth, flow velocity, bed slope, 
average diameter of particle etc. by collecting field data of Tapi River. The majority of the bed load formulae 
represent a functional relationship between bed load discharge and shear stress. This study focuses on evalu-
ating the bed load using Einstein’s formulae. The bed load of pre monsoon season is estimated using various 
field parameters. The mathematical model has been developed using effective shear stress and bed load dis-
charge. The statistical analysis, multiple regression and curve fitting (by nonlinear square fitter) is carried out 
using allometric function of Micro cal Origin 7.5. The proposed model has been tested using five years field 
data of Tapi River other than that used for the development of model. The value of rmse is close to zero in-
dicates a perfect fit between measured and predicted values. The inequality coefficient is close to 0.50 sug-
gest moderate relationship between estimated and computed bed load. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The subject of sediment transport and flow in alluvial 
streams are gaining importance with the increasing utili-
zation of water resources. Einstein [1] has developed bed 
load equation as a function of sediment transport in the 
open channel flow, Bathurst et al. [2] proposed bed load 
discharge equations for steep mountain gravel bed rivers, 
Beschta [3] proposed conceptual models of sediment 
transport in streams, Emmett [4] studied bed load trans-
port in two large, gravel-bed rivers, Idaho and Washing-
ton, Elliot et al. [5] studied the sediment transportation in 
Yampa river, North western Colorado, Gomez et al. [6]  
assessed bed load transport formula for gravel bed rivers, 
Bravo–Espinosa [7] tested the bed load equations for 22 
alluvial streams, Helmut et al. [8] evaluated and im-
proved bed load discharge formulae for gravel bed rivers, 
Nian-Sheng Cheng [9] developed an exponential formula 
that does not involve the concept of the critical shear 
stress and Samtani [10] studied sediment transport char-
acteristics of major rivers of South Gujarat, India. The 
majority of the bed load formulae represent a functional 
relation between bed load discharge and shear stress 

(Garde and Ranga Raju [11]). The formulae are charac-
terized by three aspects: 

1) The basic function qb = A f (t0-tc). 
2) The characteristic grain-size to be used. 
3) The bed load correction factor. 
The bed load transport formulae are site specific in 

nature and therefore can not be compared easily. In the 
present analysis the Einstein’s approach is used to find 
out the bed load transport for Tapi River, India. Using 
field data of Savkheda gauging station of Tapi River, 
Einstein’s bed load equation is evaluated and a new bed 
load equation is proposed which is tested using Tapi 
river data other than that used for the development of 
model. The main objectives of this paper are:   

1) Using various measured parameters determine qb, t0 

and tc. 
2) To evaluate and propose modified bed load equa- 

tion. 
 
2. Study Area and Data Collection 
 
Tapi is the second largest westward flowing river of 
peninsular India. The total length of the river is 724 km 



S. M. YADAV  ET  AL. 246 
 
from origin to Arabian Sea. The Tapi basin is situated 
between latitudes 20' N to 22' N, 80% of the basin lies in 
Maharashtra and the balance in the state of Madhya 
Pradesh and Gujarat as shown in Figure 1. The Savk-
heda is one of the gauging station on the river Tapi. 
(Figure 2). Central Water Commission, Tapi Division, 
Surat is regularly collecting daily data of discharge and 
sediment at gauging site Savkheda on river Tapi. Savk-
heda is situated at a distance of about 488 kms from ori-
gin. The daily data during pre monsoon were collected 
for 15 years period from 1981 to 1995 [12]. Bed load 
data (seasonal) from 1981–95 [13] were collected for 
study. The validation of model is carried out using data 
of 2000-2005. 
 
3. Discharge and Sediment Observations  
 
Discharges were observed once in a day at 08:00 hours at 
all the sites and calculated by area-velocity methods. 
Cross-section is divided into 15 to 25 segments as per 
IS1192:1981. Depths were measured by sounding rods as 
per IS 3912: 1966. Necessary air and wet line corrections 
were done as per IS 1192: 1981. Velocity was measured 

by cup-type current meter as per IS 3910:1966. Sus-
pended sediment samples were collected in Punjab Bottle 
Samplers at a depth of 0.6 D from the water surface. 
 
4. Method of Analysis 
 
The factor which is mainly responsible for the movement 
of the bed grains is the fluid drag. This drag force per 
unit of wetted area is called unit tractive force, and is 
given by   

0 =  RS               (1) 

where, 0 is shear stress in kg/m2, R is hydraulic radius in 
meters and S is bed slope. A certain minimum value of 
shear stress is required to move the grain, depending 
upon the internal friction of soil. The Einstein Brown 
equation follows semi theoretical approach based on fall 
velocity criteria. Einstein – Brown’s bed load transport 
equation is given by,  
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Figure 1. Map of study area. 
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Figure 2. Digital image of study area showing Sarangkheda and Savkheda gauging station. 
 
where, qb = bed load transport rate weight per kg per 
meter width 

t0 = average shear stress on channel boundary 
γd = unit weight of sediments 
Ss = specific gravity of the stone or grain  
S = bed slope. 
 = unit weight of fluid  
d = Mean diameter of stone or grain. 
The functional relationship qb = A f (t0-tc) can be ap-

proximated by an power function Y= a X b. 
 
5. Computation of Bed Load and Related 

Parameters 
 
From the observed and calculated daily data like dis- 
charge, area, velocity, wetted perimeter, hydraulic mean 
depth, Manning’s and Chezy’s constants, average dia- 
meter of sediment, mean diameter of sediment etc. are 
grouped under mainly five heads i.e., daily, monthly, pre 
monsoon, post-monsoon and yearly to facilitate the use 
of these data in analysis. In this paper analysis is carried 
out for pre monsoon season for Einstein’s approach. The 
equations stated above were used to find out bed load, 
shear stress and critical shear stress. The functional rela-
tionship is appropriated as following model:  

Y= a X b                  (3) 

Following steps has been followed to develop the mo- 
del. 

Step 1. The field daily data of 15 years has been con-
verted in to monthly and seasonal data. 

Step 2. Using the field data such as bed width, slope, 
hydraulic mean depth, discharge, velocity, temperature, 
mean diameter of particle the average and critical shear 
stress are computed. 

Step 3. The Einstein’s equation is used to compute bed 
load transport in weight per unit width. 

Step 4. The model Y = a X b is developed using 15 years 
of field data of Tapi river using Origin software 7.5. 

Step 5. The model is tested using five years of data 
other than that used for model development. 

Step 6. The testing of model is carried out by deter- 
mining the statistical measures like root mean square 
error, inequality coefficient and discrepancy ratio. 

The statistical analysis, multiple regression and curve 
fitting (by nonlinear square fitter) is using allometric 
function of Micro cal Origin 7.5. 
 

6. Proposed Bed Load Formula 

During pre monsoon, the estimated values of bed load  
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Figure 3. Relationship between effective shear stress and 
bed load transport rate. 
 

 

Figure 4. Computed versus predicted bed load transport 
rates. 
 

Table 1. Model validation. 

Sr.No Equation River Site RMSE Discrepancy Ratio Inequality coefficient U 

1 Einstein’s Einstein’s Savkheda 0.027 >2 0.54 

 
discharge, shear stress and critical shear stress obtained 
using Einstein’s approach are plotted as shown in Figure 
3. The stastical analysis is carried out using Micro cal 
Origin 7.5. The modified bed load equation is proposed 
as under: 

Y = 0.20426*X 0.98326 

The value of coefficient comes out to be 0.20426 
while value of index is 1.57634 with value of R2 =0.98. 
The above equation may be used to calculate the correct 
bed load transported by Tapi River. 
 
7. Model Validation 
 
The above mathematical model is tested using five years 
of Tapi River data. The root mean square error (rmse) is 
one of the most convenient approaches for assessing 
simulation models. It measures the deviation between the 
trend of the predicted values and measured ones. 
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The value of rmse is zero indicates a perfect fit be-
tween measured and predicted values. 

The discrepancy ratio is the measure of an equation to 
replicate data accurately. It is the ratio of a predicted to 
the measured bed load discharge. If this ratio is one, the 
equation exactly predicts the measured rate. If the ratio is 
less than one or greater than one the equation under or 
over predicts measured data respectively.  

The inequality coefficient is a simulation statistics re-
lated to the rmse, defined as under, 
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The numerator is the root mean square error. If U=0 
then qbp = qbo and there is a perfect fit. If U=1, then qbp ≠ 
qbo and the lacks predicative value. The value of root 
mean square error, Discrepancy coefficient and inequa- 
lity coefficient for above model are presented in Table 1. 

The value of rmse 0.027 is close to zero, discrepancy 
ratio is more than one and inequality ratio is close to zero 
which confirms the models moderate agreement. To 
examine more closely the accuracy of model, the com- 
puted bed load transport rates per unit channel width, 
qcomputed  using field data are plotted in Figure 4 against 
the corresponding predicted values, q predicted. In this fig-
ure the solid line represents the condition of perfect 
agreement. 
 
8. Result Analysis  
 
A new bed load transport relation for alluvial river has 
been proposed. The relation is an empirical fit to the data 
of Tapi river are considered to represent the two limits of 
the spectrum of bed load transport rate observed in the 
field and computed. The modified bed load equation 
based on Einstein’s bed load computation for Tapi 
River, pre monsoon season, Savkheda gauging station is 
as under. 
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Y = 0.20426 X 1.57634             (6) 

The value of coefficient obtained by above analysis is 
0.20426 and the value of index is 1.57634. The above 
model is tested using five years field data of Tapi River. 
Bravo-Espinosa, M. [7] tested the bed load equations 
using 22 streams data. He used rmse, inequality ratio and 
discrepancy ratio to evaluate bed load equations. The 
rmse, inequality ratio and discrepancy ratio suggest good 
agreement between computed and predicted bed load. 
The increase in the channel discharge increase the rate of 
bed load transport but decreases the bed shear stress and 
increases critical shear stress responsible for the move- 
ment of bed particles. Helmut and Jonathan [8] derived 
form their study that Einstein formula is particularly ap-
propriate for flood analysis. They concluded from their 
study that shear stress based formulae using single values 
for the threshold of motion do not perform well but shear 
stress formula modified on the basis of some measured 
data is improved considerably. In the present analysis the 
proposed bed load formula perform well for the Tapi 
river data. 
 
9. Conclusions 
 
Following findings can be summarized as conclusions: 
 For Tapi River data the proposed bed load equation 

shows good agreement between estimated and computed 
bed load. 
 Application of local hydraulics and sediment logic 

parameters improved formula prediction. 
 The value of discrepancy ratio, which is a measure 

of an equation to replicate data accurately, is more than 2 
which suggest moderate agreement between estimated 
and computed values of bed load. 
 The value of rmse is close to zero indicates a per-

fect fit between estimated and computed values. 
 In case of any other river across the globe, the pro-

posed bed load equation gives considerable variation 
therefore the values of coefficient (a) and index (b) re-
quired to be modified to bring predicted and measured 
bed load in the close prediction band (Helmut and Jona-
than). 
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Notations         
 
        d   = sieve diameter of particle 
          R  = hydraulic radius 
         S   = bed slope 
         qbp   = predicted bed load transport in weight per unit width 
         qbo   = measured/computed bed load transport in weight per unit width 
         U   = inequality coefficient 
         qb   = rate of bed load transport in weight per unit width 
         t0   = average shear stress on channel boundary 
         tc   = critical tractive stress 
        a,b   = regression parameters 
         ω   = fall velocity 
         µ   = ripple factor 
 

Copyright © 2010 SciRes.                                                                               JWARP 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 807.874]
>> setpagedevice


