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Abstract

The application of geographic information system technology is now widely
accepted in the agriculture industry. This study demonstrated the applica-
bility of the technology tool in managing a rubber tree demonstration farm
of the Southern Leyte State University-San Juan. Using a global positioning
system (GPS) instrument, each tree was measured using waypoint in iden-
tifying the unique character of the tree. The data collected and stored in the
GPS were converted into attributes that were stored in a table and linked to
the feature by a unique identifier. In developing a database structure, rela-
tionships were established correctly between spatial feature classes and
non-spatial feature classes of the rubber tree demonstration farm. The ac-
tual results paved for the establishment and assignment of unique rubber
tree identification number determined the exact quantity of trees ready for
tapping and identified available land area considered potential for the ex-
pansion of the demonstration farm. Implementing the rubber tree man-
agement system using the geographic information system (GIS) can be a
potent tool for managing and monitoring risk factors for all rubber trees.
The data generated in this study bring some immediate benefits to the rub-
ber tree plantation project and also demonstrate the value of integrating the
GIS technology in managing other physical resources and assets owned by
the university.
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1. Introduction

The passage of Republic Act 10,089 creating the Philippine Rubber Research In-
stitute signified a milestone in the full development of the rubber industry sector
of the country aimed to propel various products of rubber to become critical
contributors to the country’s economic growth. The law likewise enabled the
PRRI to implement different research endeavors that stimulated the growing in-
terest in rubber plantation and production. In 2012, the Department of Industry
reported, the rubber industry produced 442,990 metric tons of rubber contri-
buting around PhP 3.358 billion to the gross domestic product of the country. In
other countries, rubber also provided both substantial and alternative incomes to
landholders, farmers, and the communities [1] [2] [3] [4].

Southern Leyte State University and the Department of Agriculture-Bureau of
Agricultural Research signed a memorandum of agreement (MOA) in 2010 for
undertaking the promotion of the rubber industry planting and production in
Eastern Visayas. A seed fund of PhP 3.1 million was provided to the University
in the construction of the rubber research and training center, processing and
storage facility, nursery greenhouse, and procurement of assorted small tools
and implements. In the same year, a techno-demo farm planted with rubber
trees was established with an area of 1.6 hectares. The tapping of rubber trees
starts within the fifth to the seventh year after planting. It will continue for the
next 25 to 30 years. Tapping uses a special knife to slit the bark to wound the re-
sin canals without damaging the cambium [5] [6] [7] [8]. The utilization of geo-
graphic information system for spatial data analysis has been applied in forest
inventory, land cultivation, terrains, rainfall, and the like [6] [8] [9] [10] [11].
The utilization of geographic information system in the academe, business, and
natural resource management is useful in rendering sound economic decisions
by managers and practitioners in the field [12] [13] [14] [15].

This study demonstrated the integration of Geographic Information Sys-
tem (GIS) with the management of the rubber tree demonstration farm [9].
There are few current studies carried out using the GIS tool. The actual re-
sults paved for the establishment of unique rubber tree identification num-
ber, determined the number of trees that are ready for tapping, and estab-
lished an available area for expansion of the demonstration farm. Implement-
ing the rubber tree management system using GIS can be a potent tool for
managing and monitoring risk factors for all vertical rubber trees plantation.
The data generated in this study bring some immediate benefits to the uni-
versity’s rubber tree plantation project and also demonstrate the value of in-
tegrating GIS technology with the rubber tree plantation management for
other utilities.

The main intent and purpose of the study was to develop a geo-referenced
map of the rubber tree demonstration farm of Southern Leyte State Universi-
ty-San Juan by profiling and assigning a permanent rubber tree identification

number and determining trees that were ready for harvesting.
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2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Materials

The equipment and software utilized to accomplish are the following:
Hardware
a) Hand Held GPS (GARMIN etrex 30)
b) One unit Laptop Computer
Specification:
Processor: Intel core I3 1.7 GHz
Memory: 4 GB
Hard Disk: 400 GB
Operating System: Widows 7 64 Bit
Software
a) Quantum Geographic Information System (QGIS)

Specification:
QGIS version 2.12.0-Lyon
Compiled against Qt 48.5
Compiled against GDAL/OGR 1.11.3
Compiled against GEOS 3.5.0-CAPI-1.9.0
PostgreSQL Client Version 9.24
QWT Version 5.2.3
QScintilla2 Version 2.7.2
2.2. Methods

Profiling of the Rubber Tree Farm

Using a global positioning system GPS instrument, each tree was marked us-
ing waypoint in identifying the unique character of the tree. The complete data
collected that were stored in the GPS were converted into attributes, created a
table, and linked to the unique identifier. In developing a database structure, re-
lationships must be established correctly between feature spatial classes and
non-spatial feature categories of the rubber tree demonstration farm. To, identi-
fy the rubber trees ready for tapping, the height and width of every single trunk
were measured. Harvestable trees are those with measurement of equal to higher
than 120 cm in height and 50 cm in diameter.

Designing of Identification Number for the Rubber Tree

Designing a unique identification number of each rubber tree was a priority in
the validation of the data. The parameter was utilized to project the map of
whole Southern Leyte Province. The Province was divided into horizontal and
vertical lines known as gridlines, measured 1000 meters for every square. Thus, 1
k meter block was known as the main block. Every block assigned a designated
number for identification covered the whole Province. By getting the exact dis-
tance of the main block, the parameter was used in QGIS software. To isolate the
different municipalities in the Province, the sub-blocking technique was devel-

oped. The sub-block was measured about 20 x 20 meters inside the main block.
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Every main block was composed of a sub-block representing the location of
every rubber tree in each municipality in the Province. To pinpoint the location
of the barangay in each municipality in the Province the Philippine Standard
Geodetic Code (PSGC) has been used to support the distinctiveness of the ID.

Simulating Rubber Farm Management

To model the supervision of the rubber plantation through GIS technology
map projection was drawn. The projected map was used with the coordinate’s
reference system of WGS-84 and a datum of UTM zone 51 to compliment the
location area. In determining the rubber trees ready for tapping or not two sets
of maps were developed and overlaid on the Google Earth projected elevation
model to visualize the farm. Rubber trees were represented by waypoint using
the reference coordinate system of WGS-84 and colored by red and green

points.

3. Results and Discussion

Figure 1 shows the topographical map of the Province of Southern Leyte, Phil-
ippines using the coordinate reference system WGS84 with the datum of UTM
51. WGS84/UTMS51 was the basis of the entire projected map applied in the
study. The coordinate reference system (CRS) practically fitted in the location
for developing spatial data analysis. The uniformity of the CRS assisted the in-
vestigation in displaying information about the characteristics of an area.

Figure 2 provided the basis for designing the main block measuring 1000 me-
ters each square. The computed values are substituted for the X minimum and X
maximum and Y minimum and Y maximum axis on the grid extent under the
vector grid polygon. Moreover, these gridlines were used as the parameters in
calculating the exact location and distance of the projected map for the whole
Southern Leyte province including the town of San Juan, the site of the rubber
plantation.

Figure 3 showed the map of Southern Leyte suitable for actual computation
based on the computed value using a vector grid polygon with a parameter value
equivalent to x = 1000 and y = 1000 meters.

Figure 4 showed a projected map that identifies the estimated location of
every planted rubber tree that carries the uniqueness of the URID. The main block
was subdivided into 20 x 20 meter which is the sub-block grid to each location.

Figure 5 showed the 752 waypoints plotted in QGIS using the handheld GPS
were the rubber tree planted. The circular tracer in the map represents the way-
points in every plant with +5% level of errors coordinate reference system in its
location on the farm.

Figure 6, which showed the attribute table, presented the code and circumfe-
rential size of the trunk of the rubber tree and the exact coordinates in each loca-
tion. All actual data were inputted in the attribute table and run in the QGIS
program to map the geographical location of each trunk, as shown in Figure 4.

Figure 7, the attribute data of QGIS showed the URID of the rubber tree ca-
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tegorized by the PSGC code, main block code, sub-block code, and the tree trunk
number. All codes were inputted in the attribute table to assign a unique identi-
fication number shown in Figure 5.

Figure 8 showed the settings of assigned and tagged URID for every tree
trunk in the plantation. The code represents the attribute, reference, and profile
for each rubber tree in the farm for easy access. By assigning the code, the man-
agement can easily access the profile in terms of inventory.

Figure 9 displayed the simulation model of the rubber plantation in Southern
Leyte State University-San Juan Campus, Southern Leyte. It illustrated the settings and
placement of harvestable tree trunks ready for tapping and non-harvestable rubber

tree trunks. The red star shapes represented by waypoints indicate the logs prepared
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Figure 1. Topographical map of Southern Leyte (blue) and the town of San Juan (red).
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Figure 2. The 1 square kilometer gridlines.
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Figure 3. Projected map of Southern Leyte fitted to 1 sq.km.

Figure 5. Projected map of the Rubber Tree Plantation using GPS waypoints.
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Figure 6. Database profile of the rubber tree plantation.
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Figure 7. Database record of the URID number.
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Figure 8. Projected map of Rubber Tree Location with corresponding URID number.

Figure 9. Digital satellite imagery of the farm overlay the harvestable and non-harvestable
location rubber trees.
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for tapping. On the other hand, the green circle shapes are the rubber tree trunks
that are not yet ready for tapping.

Figure 10 described the percentage number of harvestable and non-harvestable
rubber trees in the plantation. The visualization of the histogram would help the
management to improve and support the information needed for planning and
decision making. Of the 752 rubber trees, 166 trees were determined ready for
tapping. The remaining 586 trunks were projected for harvesting three months
later.

Soil and Climatic Requirements for Rubber Tree Farming

In general, the growing of rubber trees usually thrives in a typical humid con-
dition of tropical countries in Asia, South America and Africa requiring an av-
erage temperature between 25 and 280 Celsius. Cultivating the trees also requires
an 80% atmospheric humidity with moderate wind speed, bright sunshine, and
an average rainfall of 2000 mm evenly distributed throughout the year according
to the Bureau of Soils and Water Management of the Department of Agriculture.
Growing the species does not distinguish between dry and wet seasons. In the
town of San Juan where the rubber tree demonstration farm is located, has the
following soil type characteristics comprising of rough mountainous with
1590/38.83%, San Miguel silt with 389.5/9.42%, Taal fine sandy loam of
1530.9/37.38%, and Guinbalon clay of 588.56/14.37%. The town has no dry sea-
son for January-December, yet the months of June until December are the wet
season. The entire province has an annual mean precipitation of 1700 mm and
an average yearly temperature of 27°C [16]. The optimal pH or acidity level re-
quirement for cultivating rubber farming should be in the range of soil pH 4 -
6.5 [16] [17] [18]. Similarly, most of the soils in the province have an acidic pH
value of <6.75 [19] [20] [21] [22]. As rubber trees grow under different climatic
conditions, the entire province is highly suitable to engage in the planting and

production of rubber.
Design of the Unique Identification ID (URID)
The CRS WGS84 with the UTM equal to 51 has been utilized for the entire
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Figure 10. The histogram of harvestable & non harvestable rubber tress.
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map projection on the study. Figure 1 discussed where we could find the Prov-
ince of Southern Leyte. The town of San Juan is one of the municipalities in the
province with the longitude coordinate between 10.33330N 125.18330E on the
location of the rubber plantation.

In designing the unique rubber identification for the trees shown in Figure 2,
the researchers developed a projected map that supplements the main block
cover the whole province of Southern Leyte. It was composed of 5146 square
boxes measuring 1 km each for every square. Each plate was systematically ana-
lyzed and configured to ensure identity. To simplify the process of this study,
every box was coded and formatted using three digits numbering system. The
researchers also designed the sub-blocking technique to locate the possible site
of every rubber tree planted in a particular area. It was measured by 20 meters
for both squares. In other words, all main block was made up of sub-blocks.

These sub-blocks represent the number of rubber trees planted in the same
location and also coded with the combination of letters and figures. The coded
numbers and letters have been introduced for trouble-free access for each tree
trunk and coded AAO1 up to BX50, as shown in Figure 4.

In Figure 11 the PSGC code was used to pinpoint the different barangays in
every municipality in the province. Each barangay has been coded by the PSGC
code to identify the different barangays for the entire Philippines. However, for
the uniqueness of the ID number, PSGC numbering system has been integrated
into the URID to locate and isolate each barangay in Southern Leyte as shown in
Figure 12. Therefore, the study can identify the rubber tree plantation in differ-
ent municipalities and barangays in the Philippines, as shown in Figure 7.

In assigning the rubber tree trunk numbering of the plantation, the research-
ers analyzed and designed a coding system. Every tree was assigned a numbering
system starting by 05 and incremented by 5 for each trunk, intended for what if
scenario. Example supposed the rubber tree planted in a designated area died it
will be numbered from 06 to 09, as shown in Figure 7. The URID numbering and
coding system can realize the profiling of rubber tree plantation, Figure 7 and
Figure 8 including the CRS of a particular rubber tree trunk, the diameter of the
tree and location of the harvestable and non-harvestable trunk. The coding was
composed of PSGC code, main block code, sub-block code, and the trunk num-

bering system shown in Figure 13 below.

AA AB AC
‘ 01

Result: AA0] +—| 02
03

Figure 11. Illustration of the sub-blocking technique.

08641401 F——

Figure 12. PSGC assigned to Barangay San Jose, San Juan, Southern Leyte.
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‘ MAIN BLOCK Fl ‘ SUB BLOCK ‘ | TRUNK NUMBER |

} —

086414011-2527-AQ18-010
Figure 13. Model developed of the unique rubber tree ID.

Proper managing of the rubber tree plantation is an essential requirement for
the sustainability of the project. The process information developed using GIS
would readily assist managers in effectively monitoring the available trees ready
for tapping. As presented in Figure 9, only 166 trees out of 752 were identified
as capable of tapping. Given this information, the management would also be able

to determine the number of rubber tree trunks that would yield higher outputs.

4. Conclusion

The adoption of the geographic information system (GIS) technology across all
sectors of various industries can be a potent tool in collecting, storing and man-
aging of data sources used in rendering sound and effective managerial deci-
sion-making process. The application of the GIS technology in mapping the
rubber tree farm and assigning of a unique rubber tree identification number enables
university officials to monitor growth and mortality rates of the trees, simulate
the actual number of trees available for tapping and predict expected revenues
from the sale of harvested latex. Rubber tree cultivation is suitable on soils with a
pH of <6.75 and can withstand under different climatic environment. The cur-
rent research mainly focused on assigning a unique rubber tree identification
number (URID) for locating the trees that included the tracking, identifying, and
recording of the diameter of each tree ready for harvesting. Calculating the esti-
mated gross income and available area for future cultivation might be covered in
future research. However, the model generated in this study brings immediate
benefits to the rubber tree plantation project of the university and also demon-
strates the value of integrating GIS technology in managing other facilities of the

campus.

5. Recommendation and Future Work

The suggestions hereunder are offered as recommendations to improve the pre-
vailing conditions revealed in this study.

1) The SLSU-San Juan Rubber Research Office should adopt and implement
the tagging of the unique rubber identification in profiling the rubber tree dem-
onstration farm.

2) Other campuses of Southern Leyte State University engaged in nursery
production and planting of rubber should be encouraged to adopt the technolo-
gy in profiling and managing the farm.

3) Neighboring communities and farmers should be provided with intensive
orientation in profiling of their farms using the geographic information system

technology.
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4) Conduct a parallel study to verify, compare, and enhance a more significant

understanding of the importance of GIS technology adoption.
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