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Abstract 
Poverty is not something new issue for a country. Poverty is seen as a problem 
that could negatively impact on a country. Malaysia also cannot escape from 
this poverty problem. Malaysia is a country where the Moslem people are 
majority and they are permanent resident. Therefore, from the perspective of 
Islam, poverty had been seen as a social disease [1]. According to the post’ or 
scholars’ statement, one of the ways poverty can be overcome is the imple-
mentation of the community development program. One of the community 
development programs in Malaysia that for farmer and house hold that in-
volve in agriculture is called AZAM Tani. A study was conducted on partici-
pants AZAM Tani (Agricultural AZAM) areas of Seberang Perai, Penang. 
AZAM are words in Malay language. It is also short form and stand for End 
Time of The Poor. The method used was census. A total of 54 respondents 
were found. The results showed that the AZAM Tani program is able to help 
increase knowledge. Then with the knowledge that the participants had, they 
are able to raise their level of skills. This can be seen in the results of Spear-
man correlation indicating the relevance of knowledge to the implementation 
of the program and the relevance of relationship knowledge and skills with r = 
0.612, p < 0.05. This relationship is positive. The study also shows an increase 
in the income level of the respondents. 
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1. Introduction 

Poverty is not something new issue for a country. Poverty is seen as a problem 
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that could negatively impact on a country. Malaysia also cannot escape from this 
poverty problem. Malaysia is a country where the Moslem people are majority 
and they are permanent resident. Therefore, from the perspective of Islam, po-
verty had been seen as a social disease [1]. According to the post or scholars’ 
statement, one of the ways poverty can be overcome is the implementation of the 
community development program. According to Haris B. Adb Wahab [2], a 
community development program is one of the government’s in most of the 
third world plans to increase the standard of living for avoiding poverty. If you 
look at his states, this shows that the community development program can give 
benefit to the community in poverty eradication or later production of electronic 
products. These show that household in poverty have a chance to build life to 
more better and quality. In fact, they are able to experience life like other simple 
societies. They will also not be isolated from the flow of development to feel the 
enjoyment of existence in life.  

In Malaysia, various programs implemented to ensure the eradication of po-
verty can be done best as possible. Bowen [3] states that the poor should get ap-
propriate training and support. So that they can become more knowledgeable 
and helpful as community development partners and community leaders. With 
that approach, we can see that using the community development program is a 
good step. The concept of community development can only be realized through 
a program created by the government. So it has triggered community develop-
ment program which aims to improve the socio-economic households in a 
community. However, in an effort to reduce poverty agency involved need to 
take three steps to a sustainable reduction [4]. Actionable reasons for poverty 
must be identified as the first step. Second, the program must be designed with a 
specific goal. The final determination of its operations and moving these pro-
grams to the people who most need this support [4]. 

This article also shows the history of the concept of community development 
in Malaysia. According to some study, the concept of community development 
in Malaysia has been created before independence. Based on Haris [5], concept 
of community development starts from 1930. After trial in Taiping around 1953, 
that truly show the concept development are existed and had been implantation 
in Malaya [5] [6]. Outright indicates that the concept of community develop-
ment is geared to the development of the standard of living of individuals in a 
community. The main concern is the poor and the poorest (hard poverty). This 
can be seen in what is said by Sharina [7], one of the key strategies is community 
development through socio-economic aspects which can improve the living 
standards of the community. Even Bradshaw [8] also notes how every theory 
adopted poverty in policy discussions that regular and community development 
program is aimed at addressing the root causes of poverty. 

After New Economy Policy (DEB) had been introduce by the second former 
Prime Minister and till the government under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Dato’ Seri MohdNajib bin Tun Abdul Razak, there were community develop-
ment program had been implemented in that period. The agencies involved are 
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as KEMAS, Farmers Organization (Pertubuhan Peladang), Fisheries Develop-
ment Authority and others. In line with the policy of Malaysia: People First, 
Performance Now, the government has emphasized on several things. One of the 
government target are well-being and standard of living of household. The 
launch of National Key Result Areas (NKRA) and the government transforma-
tion program reveal that the government is serious in its efforts to improve the 
lives of low-income people with the goal of reducing poverty. As the result, again 
a new community development program at the time. 

One of the community development programs that concerns the author is 
AZAM Tani (Agriculture AZAM) program. The launch of this community devel-
opment program was placed under the Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Industry 
to manage it. The program is also a program of four programs under the project 
1 AZAM (End Time of The Poor), where the program is located under the 
NKRA terrace. This program also for farmer and house hold that involve in 
agriculture AZAM are word in Malay language. It also short form and stand for 
End Time of The Poor. 

The majority of program under project 1 AZAM were entrusted to the Minis-
try of Women, Family and Community Development. Actually this ministry is 
the core leader of the project 1 AZAM and had been entrusted under NKRA. 
The other three programs are AZAM Khidmat (Services), AZAM Kerja (Works) 
and AZAM Niaga (Business). This all program are to help the poor Malaysians 
out of the poverty [9]. If viewed directly, then the executor has set the target. 
These people are those who are eligible for assistance and will receive benefits to 
ascertain their goal of improving the standard of living can be achieved. They are 
low-income earners but preference to those who are poor. 

Poverty people, household and individual in poverty are always seen as a per-
son who lacks of knowledge and skills. They are associated with a low level of 
their education. This can be seen in the opinion of MohdTaib (in [10]) which 
states that persons engaged in poverty have a low level of education. Further-
more, that they also only have a limited ownership of productive inputs and 
productivity levels and low production levels. So in the end, the results show that 
their will have a low income only. Through the program AZAM Tani, it had its 
own objectives. One of its objectives is to increase the knowledge of participants. 
If the participants are able to increase the level of knowledge, it will also be able 
to increase their skill level as well. Thus the author would like to see that there is 
significant correlation between increasing knowledge and improving the skill 
level of the participants after their join the program. The study was then con-
ducted on the AZAM Tani program participants in Seberang Perai area. 

2. Methodology 

Any study must have its own method. Methods of conducting research and 
obtaining relevant information are much needed. This section in this article will 
present the methods that been used to do this study. Mix method had been se-
lected and used in this study. The author chooses this method because it combines 
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two methods: quantitative and qualitative. The qualitative support the data that 
had been fine out using quantitative method. To collecting data, author use sur-
vey form. This study show the landscape of the study in form frequency and 
percentage data in table form. Not just only that, the Spearman correlation test 
also was used in this study. This study also is more to the descriptive study. Be-
cause it shows data more in table. Location of the study area is the Seberang Pe-
rai area containing three districts namely the North Seberang Perai (Seberang 
Perai Utara), the Central Seberang Perai (Seberang Perai Tengah) and the South 
Seberang Perai (Seberang Perai Selatan).  

The size of population that involved in AZAM Tani as the participant for 2011 
at the Seberang Perai area is 118 people. The total number of all the participants 
Azam Tani program for the year 2011 in the state of Penang is 248 people. But 
the study is only at the Seberang Perai area. So the judgmental and snow ball are 
the most appropriate method in this study. However, only 54 participants were 
found in that area through the method that had been carried out. This number is 
not included with the 10 participants who were used in the pilot study.  

The instruments used are questionnaires (survey form) and literature review. 
In this survey form, there are part that author also interviews using spontaneous 
questions and note it on paper. Author also observes indirectly at the field, so 
that author can use it as information. It can support to data that had been analy-
sis. In addition to using descriptive analysis, the author also conducted tests 
Spearman rho correlation (r) in this research. This test is to test the strength of 
the relationship between the variables studied in each other. The test that will be 
show is between knowledge and skill. These are two components that are always 
used in work. 

3. Findings/Analysis 

Malaysia is a developing country. Reduce poverty not only as a part of the policy 
made by government. It is also responsible to help them that in trouble in living 
example live in poverty. For this situation, many ways that had been try by the 
government. One of it, is by using community development program. The im-
plementation of community development programs is necessary to assist the 
country in its development towards the developed country. The cooperation of 
the community and the government is necessary to ensure that the program 
runs successfully. Maimun [in. [2]] stated that community development is an in-
itiative by the community in collaboration with external parties to empower in-
dividuals and groups in society through the activities undertaken. The author see 
that AZAM Tani program is another step to ensure that the community devel-
opment concept can be carried out, so it can help to further empowerment the 
society. In fact, it is an effort to avoid people dropping out of the mainstream of 
development as a result of poverty. 

This section will show the results of the study. Authors have been obtained 
from the field study. Initial of this section, the author will touch a little about 
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demography of respondent. It also concerned for this study. All 54 respondents 
involved in AZAM Tani are from ethnic Malay and Muslim. All of these res-
pondents are low-income before joining AZAM Tani. More than half of respon-
dents had level study until a secondary school and end in that stage. The per-
centage is 55.6 percent. Some of them never take the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia in 
Table 1. Only one person that involve in this program, had never been to school. 
If seen in this analysis, the majority of respondents can read and are not illitera-
cy. In fact, they also have the mathematic basic. 

Majority of respondents that involved in this study were male and have mar-
ried. For Table 2, it shows the analysis of the respondents according to their age. 
If you look at the percentage of respondents aged between 46 years to 50 years is 
highest value of percentage in that table where the percentage are at level 37 
percent. While then, the percentage of respondents aged between 36 years to 40 
years and 56 year to 60 years showed a low percentage. From here we can see 
that people aged over 46 years to 50 years dominating in the AZAM Tani pro-
gram participants. This shows that the majority of respondents still can add to 
knowledge because they are not elderly. Seniors are defined as those aged 60 
years and over [11]. However, this age group also needs to actively improve their 
lives if they are in poverty. 

After showed the demography of respondent, now let see the analysis of 
Spearman correlation test relating to the implementation AZAM Tani program 
and knowledge. If seen in Table 3, it shows that there is a correlation between 
the implementation of the program and the level of knowledge AZAM Tani par-
ticipants to enhance the performance of respondents AZAM Tani itself. This can 
be see, when the result r = 0496, p < 0.05. This positive relationship shows that 
 
Table 1. Analysis of education. 

 Frequency Percent 

No schooling 1 1.9 

Primary School 23 42.6 

Secondary School/High School 30 55.6 

Total 54 100.0 

 
Table 2. Analysis of respondents by age. 

Age Frequency Percent 

36 - 40 4 7 

41 - 45 9 17 

46 - 50 20 37 

51 - 55 12 22 

56 - 60 4 7 

61 - 65 5 9 

Total 54 100 
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Table 3. Correlation test view power relationship between knowledge and program im-
plementation. 

 
Program  

implementation 
Knowledge 

Spearman’s 
rho 

Program  
implementation 

Correlation  
Coefficient 

1.000 0.496 (**) 

  Sig. (2-tailed) . 0.000 

  N 54 54 

 Knowledge 
Correlation  
Coefficient 

0.496 (**) 1.000 

  Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 . 

  N 54 54 

**Correlation is significant at the level of 0.01 (2-tailed). 

 
there existed significant between the variable in this community study. Respon-
dents of AZAM Tani take advantage of opportunities that have been given for 
they in this program to increase their knowledge.  

In the implementation of this program, respondents joining this AZAM Tani 
program want to acquire the knowledge to improve their work performance. It 
also takes the efforts and initiatives of the respondent itself so they can success in 
improving knowledge. So here we can see that the AZAM Tani program benefi-
cial to the respondents in improving their level of knowledge. In fact, by in-
creasing the level of knowledge it also could help to increase the skill level of 
respondents indirectly. This can be seen in the second Spearman correlation test. 
This test can be seen in Table 4. 

The results of this second test based on Table 4. It showed the results of the 
analysis of Spearman correlation test between knowledge and skills. The test 
show that exist significant relationship between the level of knowledge and skill 
in the performance of participants AZAM Tani (r = 0.612, p < 0.05). This posi-
tive relationship indicates that exist in this study population, show that AZAM 
Tani respondents really needed to increase knowledge so that they can increase 
their skills in work. This can be translated in Figure 1 are listed below. By in-
creasing the level of knowledge and skills, there are respondent who received the 
new economic opportunities and it can be made as main work or additional 
work. This is to double their income and give benefit to themselves. 

The results have shown that there is a positive relationship between the 
AZAM Tani Program to increase knowledge after got aid from AZAM Tani. 
This may have happened because the courses provided by the organizer. In addi-
tion, the background level of education of the respondents may cause the res-
pondent easily understand the information or knowledge that is shared by the 
executive. 

Nevertheless involvement seriously by the participants is also necessary to 
ensure that all participants managed to increase revenue. Effort is necessary in 
trying to improve their knowledge and skills. Through the knowledge and skills 
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Table 4. Correlation test See power relationship between knowledge and skills. 

 Knowledge Skills 

Spearman’s rho Knowledge Correlation Coefficient 1.000 0.612 (**) 

  Sig. (2-tailed) . 0.000 

  N 54 54 

 Skills Correlation Coefficient 0.612 (**) 1.000 

  Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 . 

  N 54 54 

**Correlation is significant at the level of 0.01 (2-tailed). 

 

 
Figure 1. Increasing skills at work indirectly through AZAM Tani program. 
 

can help improve work performance and labor productivity in the production 
to the optimum level. And also the knowledge and skills must related to what 
work respondents are doing. This is to ensure that the program is carried out 
successfully with a full agenda and poverty reduction can be achieved. Respon-
dents also need to seriously involve in AZAM Tani program and they also need 
to have effort to achieve what they want in their life. So in future, the respon-
dents will not dependent to government aid any more. And this will help more 
to reduce the poverty index. 

Like Kwok Chin Hoe and Haris [12] says, commitment and active participa-
tion of local communities also are needed to eradicate poverty. The active of 
them in personally will help more to the success of program that had been de-
velop to reduce poverty. As according B. Taman Achda and Anharddin Komari 
[13] stated that community development is not a process that is shaped and 
processed from the top, it should be implemented at the grassroots of society 
subordinates. The authors refer to the cooperation of the respondents and their 
business or project is also important to ensure the AZAM Tani program entirely 
successful. However, author see that AZAM Tani are useful to respondents in 
way develop knowledge, skill and competitiveness. But it must put other step to 
make AZAM Tani more successful. 

4. Conclusions 

Malaysia is a developing country and it is in process to be a developed country. 
To avoid slipping of the planned development, the issue of poverty needs to be 
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addressed. Even with the action through the community development programs, 
it still can be seen as a one of the appropriate actions. This can be seen in the 
AZAM Tani Program at Seberang Perai section. It assists participants in im-
proving revenue by increasing the level of knowledge. This can be seen in state-
ment by MohdNor Ghani [14], he just say that the creation of economic oppor-
tunities and jobs would not benefit the poor if they are not given the knowledge 
and retraining. The new opportunities had been provided. The poor people just 
need to take the opportunities that have been given to them. However, Trier [15] 
had said that poor people should have some access to some resources to survive 
and will continue to move out from poverty. The author sees knowledge as one 
of access to the poor and also to help them improve their skills. This is one way 
but gets two accesses to the keys to success in work. 

The analysis has shown that there is a significant correlation between the im-
plementation of the AZAM Tani program with an increased level of knowledge 
of respondents to make their performance in work better. This will help them to 
success in their project. There were also participants who are able to create new 
economic opportunities. In fact, there are respondents who can perform addi-
tional work. However the author concluded that by increasing the level of 
knowledge of participants AZAM Tani had found also indirectly skills can also 
be improved. This summarized the results of Spearman correlation test which 
showed a significant relationship between the level of knowledge and level of 
skills of the respondents after joining the AZAM Tani program. Significant value 
are r = 0.612, p < 0.05. AZAM Tani program benefits the participants in fact in-
crease the level of knowledge through increasing the level of knowledge it can 
also help to increase the skill level of participants indirectly. 

Thus the author believes that the basic of the AZAM Tani program showed 
that being involved in and participating in this program, respondents managed 
to increase the level of their own knowledge and skills. Despite the increase in 
the level of skills is not in directly way from the program, but it only indirectly 
way from program through knowledge. However, implementing this AZAM Ta-
ni program proved to contribute to the improvement of the majority of partici-
pants AZAM Tani in Seberang Perai. Anyhow, the success of this program 
needed the involved of respondents effort with a vengeance. The implementers 
need to plan carefully and look at the needs of the present to create more useful 
ways to participants AZAM Tani program. The community development pro-
gram in future must be more detailed in planning, also putting or combining 
more steps in program, such as adding a microcredit and Religious talk. Finding 
the best way and the useful can make the program more success. This is similar 
to what was said by Dani [16] that development of a successful community is one 
of the country’s development strategy through programs organized. All agencies 
and participants need to work together. Other than that, non-government agen-
cies like private sector also need to help share knowledge or skill with govern-
ment agencies to make AZAM Tani success. Although improvements in skills 
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are not directly, it happens indirectly through the knowledge that comes after 
joining the program. 
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