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Abstract

With the rapid development of economy and the deepening of the globaliza-
tion, the competition between countries all over the world is becoming more
and more fierce. In order to improve the comprehensive national strength and
achieve the development of the nation, a government reform upsurge arises at
the historic moment. China has a vast territory, and local governments at
various levels are the key to ensure the overall stability and progress of our
country. An effective local government can enhance the local advantages and
competitive ability, and then improve the overall strength of our country. Of
course, an effective local government needs to constantly improve its own
knowledge system, so that its governance will be more scientific. This article
uses the method of literature review to study the relationship between local
governance and local knowledge. And we hope to find ways to improve the
ability of local governance. Meanwhile, this article introduces the characteris-
tics of local governance and local knowledge, and analyzes the relationship
between local governance and local knowledge, and then it puts forward cor-
responding suggestions on local governance.
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1. Introduction

Local government is an important part of national political system. In China,
local government is a grass-root unit which is governing local affairs directly. As
a kind of administrative unit, the local government is set up by the central gov-
ernment according to law. There are plenty of local governments in China, and
they play a significant role in their region [1].

Local knowledge refers to a knowledge system that is generated in certain
contexts (e.g., historical, territorial, ethnic, racial, etc.) and it is recognized, un-
derstood and protected in the context [2]. It is the result and achievement of the

material and spirit that created and accumulated by the physical and mental
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work of the people in a certain area.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the western countries began to have a significant
impact on the social and cultural trends which is called postmodernism. Post-
modernism had a great influence on human knowledge and “Local knowledge”
was the product of the transformation of the concept of knowledge [3]. Clif-
ford Geertz is the person who studies local knowledge, and in his opinion, the
analysis of culture is not an experimental science to seek the law, but an ex-
planation of the meaning. Local knowledge exists originally only as a cultural
anthropology academic concept, but now its importance is far beyond the
scope of cultural anthropology and we can find it in the frontier research of
many subjects.

The reason why I want to finish this article is that local governance has be-
come more and more popular in China, and the importance of local knowledge
is becoming more and more concerned. This article has five sections. It includes
the introduction of the characteristics of local governance and local knowledge,
and the analysis of the relationship between them. At the same time, we give

some suggestions to local governance.

2. The Characteristics of Local Governance and Local
Knowledge

2.1. The Characteristics of Local Governance

2.1.1. Grassroots

Compared with central government, the local government is more grass-roots
and close to people. What’s more, it can understand the needs and ideas of
people better. In the process of social management, the central government
tends to take the whole situation into account and plan accordingly and formu-
late guiding policies, the implementation of specific policies needs to be com-
pleted by local governments [4]. For the local government, the policies they
formulated are more targeted and they can meet the requirements of develop-
ment easily because the local government has a better understanding of the local

situation.

2.1.2. Dominance

The rise of local governance movement has made the local government’s au-
tonomy greatly improved. Local governments play an increasingly important
role in the allocation of social resources, the transformation of development
methods and the improvement of people’s livelihood.

2.1.3. Distinction

Governments at all levels have limited in specific areas [5]. Because of the dif-
ferences in the natural environment, history, culture, geographical location, so-
cial customs, and resource conditions in each region, it determines that there are
significant differences in different regions. These differences led to the unba-
lanced development of social economy, income inequality and other issues, so
local government must put a high value on the characteristics of the region as
well as the needs of public.
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2.2. The Characteristics of Local Knowledge

2.2.1. Regionality

Local knowledge is a kind of knowledge which is including the relationship be-
tween natives and nature, the means of existence and the conditions of survival
in a specific geographical area. For thousands of years, the local people gained
experiences from working and their daily life, and eventually they formed their
own folk culture and the way of dealing with affairs. These symbolic signs also

give a regional mark for the region and the people living in this area [6].

2.2.2. Entirety

Local knowledge, an essential part of traditional culture, is rooted in the social
ideal, practice, system, relation, custom and culture of the native community [7].
A region of people will form a kind of consensus based on their environment
and long-term experience. This kind of consensus often runs through all aspects
of life, and reflects in its social ideal, the practice behavior and manner, the re-
straint and the standard, the life custom and so on. Thus each part is formed in-

to a whole.

2.2.3. Practicability

Local knowledge is closely related to agricultural culture, human health, bio-di-
versity conservation, natural management, education and cultural innovation.
The native inhabitants are very familiar with the local terrain, climate and hy-
drology. According to the long-term practice, they form a valuable knowledge

system which is useful for the study of production.

3. The Relationship between Local Governance and Local
Knowledge

3.1. Local Governance Provides a Platform for the Value of Local
Knowledge

If the local government wants to realize the effective management, it is necessary
to take into account the local values and behavior patterns. At the moment, the
importance of local knowledge is reflected.

The local governance needs to draw lessons from the local knowledge of the
specific region, so that the policy of the local government can be recognized by
the majority of the people in the region. Materialist dialectics says that contact is
universal, and we should use this point of view to deal with things. Local gov-
ernments play an important role in the management of local affairs, they need to
coordinate and balance the interests of all parties [8]. At that time, they must be
aware of the influence of local knowledge, because this kind of knowledge has
penetrated into all walks of life. Therefore, local governments should develop

appropriate policies based on local knowledge.

3.2. Local Knowledge Provides Guidance for Local Governance

China is a multiracial nation. Protecting the diversity of national culture is of
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great significance in the political, economic, cultural and social life [9]. From a
political point of view, the protection of cultural diversity is the key to ensuring
national stability, and it is also the responsibility of all levels of local govern-
ment. From an economic point of view, the unique culture within the region can
bring some economic benefits to the local [10]. For example, local governments
can develop tourism to promote local economic growth and improve people’s
living standards according to local natural or human conditions. So local know-
ledge can help local government to find the right direction of development.
From a legal point of view, the native soil society has its own set of knowledge
about crime and punishment and the solution to the dispute and it provides
guidance for local governments to resolve disputes in the jurisdiction [11]. Local
governments can resolve disputes through a combination of local remedies

within the limits permitted by law.

4. Suggestions on Local Government’s Attitude towards
Local Knowledge

First of all, the local government should pay more attention to the role of local
knowledge, and disseminate the importance of local knowledge in governance ac-
tively. Meanwhile, the local government should always maintain the management
concept of local conditions. Nowadays, mass media is booming. The mass media
has become more and more important in policy process and it has the characteris-
tics of rapid communication and wide spread. Therefore, the local government
should make use of the mass media to publicize the policy to the local people.

Secondly, the staffs of local government should continue to learn and accu-
mulate the local knowledge within the region, and they should enhance their
knowledge accomplishment and maintain a close and friendly relationship with
natives. There is no end to learning. The government is the executor of the will
of the people and the defender of the interests. Only by approaching the masses,
the government can find the demands of the masses. So the staffs of local gov-
ernment are supposed to walk into masses and learn from them.

Then, local governments should be bold in innovation and formulate some
policies which meet the needs of the public under the guidance of local know-
ledge. Innovation is the motive force of social progress [12]. A conventional idea
will become an obstacle to social development. The local government should set
up a think tank and dare to try and innovate.

Finally, local governments should increase the protection of local knowledge
and establish appropriate institutions to protect local knowledge, So as to ensure
the inheritance of local knowledge. Local knowledge is internalized in the habits of
the local people and is rarely recorded. So local governments must ensure that the
local knowledge can be passed on. Perhaps it is a good way that local governments

can collect the precious local knowledge and organize them into a book.

5. Conclusions

Local government has to face the local complex environment inevitably. As a
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knowledge system in the local area, local knowledge covers all aspects of social
life. If local governments can use local knowledge in the management accurately,
they will promote the local development. Therefore, the local government should
pay full attention to the importance of local knowledge. In the formulation of
policies, local governments should take into account the relevant background of
the knowledge. At the same time, the staff should strive to learn the relevant
knowledge and enhance their understanding of the economic, cultural and other
aspects of the management area.

Of course, my article is still lacking. For the purpose of my writing, I hope to
highlight the important role of local knowledge in local governance. Everything
has two sides. In this article, I do not discuss the negative impact of local know-
ledge on local governance. And this is the deficiency of my article. So I need to

study more deeply.
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