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Abstract 
The article describing issues in consolidating women political and civil rights 
equality in Kyrgyzstan during the period of socialism. For almost seventy years 
of the Soviet Union period, all the constitutions in force in Kyrgyzstan inva-
riably proclaimed the principle of men and women equality, and its imple-
mentation with concretization in relation to certain spheres, areas in the po-
litical, economic, cultural and social life was widely reflected by Soviet legisla-
tion. In providing the women equality in Soviet Kyrgyzstan, similarly as in 
other republics of the Soviet Union, the central place was occupied by solving 
the women emancipation problem, ensuring her legal and de facto equality. 
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1. Introduction 

The issues of women rights and freedom after the October Revolution in 1918th 
radically changed social relations and brought freedom from exploitation and class 
inequality, which also influenced the position of women in society (Mullaney, 
1984; Rendle, 2017). After the October Revolution of 1918, the laws of the Rus-
sian Empire that limited women rights were canceled in relation to family and 
children, property, and divorce. For the first time, women obtained the rights to 
freely choose their profession, place of residence, and education. A decree issued 

How to cite this paper: Kuldysheva, G., 
Paraidinuulu, S., Atantaev, A., Mirzaeva, A., 
Shookumova, D., Zhusupov, B., Tanataro-
va, F., Abdullaeva, Z., & Patiev, N. (2021). 
Providing Women Equality in Kyrgyzstan: 
Legal and Historical Analysis. Open Jour-
nal of Social Sciences, 9, 328-333. 
https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2021.91024  
 
Received: December 6, 2020 
Accepted: January 23, 2021 
Published: January 26, 2021 
 
Copyright © 2021 by author(s) and  
Scientific Research Publishing Inc. 
This work is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution International  
License (CC BY 4.0). 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

  Open Access

https://www.scirp.org/journal/jss
https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2021.91024
https://www.scirp.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5777-4478
https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2021.91024
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


G. Kuldysheva et al. 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/jss.2021.91024 329 Open Journal of Social Sciences 
 

introducing equal pay for equal work for men and women. The equality of 
women in political and civil rights was enshrined in the first Soviet Constitution, 
adopted in July 1918. Article 64 in this Constitution especially emphasized the 
right to elect and be elected is using by “citizens of both sexes” (Polenina, 1985). 

For almost seventy years that have passed since then, all the constitutions in 
force in our country invariably proclaimed the principle of equality between wom-
en and men, and its implementation with concretization are concerning certain 
spheres, areas in political, economic, cultural, and social life were widely reflect-
ed throughout Soviet legislation. That is why the experience of solving the wom-
en’s question in the Soviet Union (Conze, 2001; Zirin, 1991), is social task of 
historical importance in the achieving real equality between women and men in 
developing countries; its propaganda serves as an important stimulus for the strug-
gle for women’s rights throughout the world (Richmond, 2016; Marino, 2014). 

In this article women function, role in the society, and equality rights were 
discussed based on the statistical and historical analysis methods. 

Research problem in this article focused on the solving problems of women, 
their emancipation, and ensuring women legal and de facto equalities. Research 
objectives were women rights, women functions in the society, emancipation 
and equality. 

2. The Women Function in Society 

The concept of solving the women questions under socialism (Černá, 2006) is 
based on the fact that woman performs three main social functions in society: a 
citizen, a worker, and a mother (Smith, 2006; Barnett, 2004). Performed by wom-
en, each of these functions separately and all together contributes to the devel-
opment of society. At the same time, the concept of solving the women problems 
in the USSR established as determining factor in the equality of women in socie-
ty and in the family was their participation in social production and in socially 
productive labor (Lenin, 1919). At different stages of the Soviet state develop-
ment specific issues related to the participation of women in state and public life, 
with their labor activity, raising the general educational and professional level 
solved as state tasks such as the industrialization in the country, the collectiviza-
tion of agriculture, elimination of unemployment and illiteracy, the restoration 
of the national economy after the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945, etc. Putting 
forward the task of involving women in the social production, the Soviet state 
simultaneously implemented as a whole range of measures designed to raise the 
qualifications of female labor. 

The scientific and technological revolution has a significant impact on the wom-
en’s work nature. Mechanization and automation of production processes, an 
increase in the scientific organization of labor contributes to the expansion of 
the boundaries of the use of female labor. Accordingly, the proportion of women 
in mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, instrument making, and other 
technically advanced industries is increasing. 
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The formation process and development of the legislation in Kyrgyzstan on 
women rights and freedom influenced by historical, national, and everyday life 
conditions, traditions, and customs of the Kyrgyz people rooted in the distant 
past. In ensuring the equality of women in Soviet Kyrgyzstan, as in other repub-
lics of the Soviet Union, the central place occupied by solving the problem of 
women emancipation ensuring their legal and de facto equality. 

Kyrgyz women never put up with their disenfranchised position and strove to 
participate in social, political, and cultural life. Their struggle for their rights be-
came especially active in the Soviet times, which was largely facilitated by the poli-
cy of the Soviet state, widely involving women into public life. The new laws of So-
viet power played a huge role in the emancipation of women (Engel, 1992; Buck-
ley, 1981). In many cities and villages, immediately after the victory of the Soviet 
authority, women organizations arose that waged a decisive struggle to protect 
women rights. Women were more and more involved in the work of meetings, 
congresses, women clubs, red yurts, and farmer’s houses (Beyer & Kojobekova, 
2019). Kaip Umetalieva, Alymkan Mamytkulova, and others were at the forefront 
of women fighting for the removal of the burqa, chichvan, chapan, overcoming 
kalym, and polygamy. Many women died in the emancipatory struggle for their 
rights, for overcoming feudal and religious prejudices at the hands of fanatics who 
stubbornly resisted the emancipation of women. Among them was one of the most 
active social activists Urkuya Salieva and others. The women of the republic raised 
their protest voices against the terror of their enemies. In the resolution of one of 
the women meetings it was said: “Hundreds and thousands of women of the East 
rose to fight seclusion, century-old slavery ways” (Newspaper Soviet Kyrgyzstan, 
1927). Special mention should be made of the fact that equality of women and men 
de jure was never considered in the Soviet state as the identity of their legal status. 
The Soviet concept of solving the women questions proceed from the premise that 
a simple equalization of women and men rights does not yet ensure genuine 
equality of women, who are performing the same functions in society as men, and 
carry out their specific function is the motherhood. 

Protection of the human rights of women under international law, and the Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women built on 
previous conventions, in article 7, the women access to decision-making in political 
and public life was concerned (United Nations, 2014). Women civil rights can be 
seen from the gender equality and migration facts (Sagynbekova, 2017). 

3. Equality between Women and Men 

Gender equality cannot be simultaneously the cause of both convergence and 
divergence, although empirical evidence of a positive equality correlation between 
men and women, gender differences in personality are overwhelming (Connolly 
et al., 2020). 

Innovative and multidisciplinary research obtained from sociology, eco-
nomics, and social work data across US and Europe address issues that potential  
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Figure 1. Women and men political rights increase from 1918 to 2018 years. 

 
flexible working has influence on the gender division and work life balance 
(Chung & van der Lippe, 2020). 

It follows from true equality between women and men that it is possible only 
when women, having all the same rights as men, are also endowed with addi-
tional rights and privileges. That is why, according to article 35 of the USSR 
Constitution in 1977, not only equal opportunities in obtaining education and 
vocational training, in work, remuneration for it and promotion at work, in so-
cial, political and cultural activities, but also special measures to protect the labor 
and health of women: conditions allowing woman to combine work with mo-
therhood; legal protection, material and moral supports for mothers and child-
ren, including the provision of paid leave and other benefits for pregnant women 
and mothers, a gradual reduction in the working hours of women with young 
children were established (Figure 1). 

Women active participation in social production and political life often con-
flicts with the motherhood function perform by women and the traditional dis-
tribution of responsibilities in the family. That is why the family model under 
socialism, while summarizing the participation of all adult family members in 
the professional and socio-political life of society, at the same time presupposes 
the inevitable presence of feedback is society’s help to the family (Kuldysheva, 
2010). 

4. Conclusion 

Such assistance is comprehensive and includes measures related to improving 
the women conditions in family, the children rational combination in social and 
family education, reducing differences in family standards living depend on the 
presence of children, creating favorable conditions for the young families’ life, 
etc. With the acquisition of independence at the constitutional level, having se-
cured fundamental human rights and freedom, as well as the rights of the second 
and third generations, Kyrgyzstan was able to overcome the primacy of the state 
over the individual characteristics of the Soviet system, to establish the legal and 
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institutional foundations for the acceptable protection and provision of human 
rights, including women rights. Research findings with analyses were made con-
cerning women rights revealed their social functions, emancipation and equality 
in obtaining education and training, in work, political and cultural activities, la-
bor protection and health. 
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