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Abstract

Objective: We investigated middle class’ contribution to corruption in Sub-Sahara Africa. We as-
sessed the effect of how the upward mobility of the middle class would be driven, if the underlying
socio-economic conditions were to be improved. The third inquiry focused on whether the people
appeared conflicted, where they seemed to have two separate personalities of “one for Caesar”
and the “other for God” in the conduct of their official and professional duties. We finally assessed
if exposure to a good dose of ethics would mitigate corrupt practices. Method: Using Ghana as the
case study, we conducted a review of the literature on corruption in Sub-Sahara to assess if the
phenomenon was growing with the middle class. These included published research on corruption
and on the middle class in Sub-Sahara Africa. Grey literature, various government commissions’
report after investigations into allegations and cases of corruption, as well as reports of the na-
tional Public Accounts Commission and those of the Controller Accountant General’s available to
the public on the internet was reviewed. All the findings were grouped into their respective units
and the issues summarized and interpreted. Result: The middle class are the gate-keepers of poli-
cy design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation. They control service delivery and occupy
middle to upper level management positions in public and private enterprises. They provide the
bulk of the academic and intellectual resources and capacities for education. The effect of their
conduct in professional roles may substantially contribute to the erosion of responsible moral
conduct and professional ethics in the delivery of services and in the lives of the population. Dis-
cussion: The middle class is engaged in a deadly game of “catching up with the Mensahs”. Whatev-
er Mensah has, even if he acquires it illegally and through corrupt means, everyone in Mensah'’s
neighborhood irrespective of religion, social antecedents and professional ethics, wants to be just
like Mensah. Conclusion: Such conduct does not consider the moral and legal duty of care of the
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middle class to the population guided by ethical principles.
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1. Introduction

Frantz Fanon’s 1961 book, “The Wretched of the Earth” called the African middle class the bourgeoisies. Fanon
described the membership of the bourgeoisies to include the rent-seeking, kleptomaniac government officials
and the pretentious do-gooders. That is to say the entities engaged in the private-public-partnerships, whose
pre-occupation, he argued,(is) how best they could enrich themselves through a large network of friends, class-
mates, and acquaintances. Corruption (the misuse of public office for private gain) in Sub-Saharan Africa is a
major socio-economic burden on the population, particularly in high government (Ugaz, 2015). It is found
among the middle classes and officialdom, (Norman & Aviisah, 2015; Norman et al., 2014; Le, de Haan, & Di-
etzenbacher, 2013; Soreide et al., 2012; Van Rijckeghem & Weder, 2001; Abbink, 2000; Abbink et al., 2002;
Klitgaard, 1998). It is a difficult burden to get rid of (Aghodohu & Quarmyne, 2014). It is a hindrance to devel-
opment (United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 2015; DFID, 2012; Gockel, 1995; Agbodeka, 1992;
Frimpong-Ansah, 1991; Fosu, 1989; Ewusi, 1987), a definite threat to democracy and good governance (Bond,
2006). It has negative implications even on healthcare delivery (Di Tella et al., 2001; Di Tella et al., 2003).
Corruption as a social virus disease is ubiquitous and insidious (Norman & Aviisah, 2015; Norman et al., 2014;
Le, de Haan, & Dietzenbacher, 2013; Sgreide et al., 2012; Van Rijckeghem & Weder, 2001; Abbink, 2000; Ab-
bink et al., 2002; Klitgaard, 1998).

Most nations in the world have incidences of corruption but in the case of Sub-Saharan Africa, institutional
and official corruption appears more systemic and intransigent (United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,
2015; Ugaz, 2015; Aghodohu & Quarmyne, 2014; Gockel, 1995). Describing how Ghana has surpassed Nigeria
regarding the perception of corruption in each country by the nationals, and trailing behind South Africa, Trans-
parency International (TI) reports that, “corruption has created and increased poverty and exclusion”. It adds that
“while corrupt individuals with political power enjoy a lavish life, millions of Africans are deprived of their ba-
sic needs like food, health, education, housing, access to clean water and sanitation” (Ugaz, 2015). The perpe-
trators of corruption are unabashed about how they display the ill-gotten fruits of their official malfeasance in
their private lives (Criminal Offences Act, 1960: pp. 124-125). In Ghana and in many Sub-Saharan African na-
tions, the perpetrators of corruption engage in many public and private activities which eventually become
known by an appreciable number of people in their immediate circles. Such activities include chasing and keep-
ing several women as concubines, buying expensive vehicles, buying properties in gated real estate communities,
going on foreign vacations with their concubines and gigolos, drinking high priced alcoholic beverages, and
wasting large parts of the bounty on short-lived but fanciful ends. It is a bourgeoisie lifestyle that is difficult to
understand and explain, particularly in the face of abject poverty. The same so-called sophisticated urban-
champagne consuming class men and women continue to have linkages to their ancestral homes in the rural
areas, where poverty is most biting without empathy or sympathy for their kinsmen. In the case of Nigeria, a
vast majority of its 140 million populations live below the poverty line. Yet, the lifestyles of some well placed
individuals and their families in the urban centers are a source of great worry. This is because they display
shameless conspicuous consumptive habits with money they have not, perhaps, honestly earned (Abbink, 2000).
For example, in 2010, Nigeria boosted as one of the strongest markets for luxury champagnes such as Dom
Pérignon, Moet etChandon Brut, Moet et Chandon Nectar, Veuve Clicquot, Duval-Leroy and Laurent Perrier
(Nigeria’s Thirst for Champagne, 2010). “Nigeria spends an average of N41.41 billion on champagne yearly and
is rated as the second fastest growing market in the world for champagne”. Although this claim is doubtful, it is
still significant. In a research conducted by Euromonitor International, between 2006 and 2011, Nigeria
achieved a compound annual growth of 22 percent in champagne consumption. Total champagne consumption
reached 752,879 bottles (75 cl) in 2011, higher than consumption in Russia and Mexico; therefore, placing Ni-
geria among the top 20 champagne markets in the world. In 2010, Nigeria consumed about 593,000 bottles, the
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highest consumption in Africa. The closest to this figure was South Africa, another country that has been identi-
fied as an emerging market for luxury goods, in addition to Nigeria. South Africa’s champagne consumption
was 384,000 bottles in 2010” (Nigeria Sun News, 2015). Drinking champagne is not in and itself, a social nega-
tive. The conduct has its utility and celebrative place in the affairs of people. What may attract indignation is
how the habit is financed.

Researchers such as Ugaz (2015); Abbink (2000); Norman and Aviisah (2015); Norman et al. (2014); Le, de
Haan, & Dietzenbacher (2013); Lindner (2013); Soreide et al. (2012); Bond (2006); Di Tella et al. (2001); Di
Tella et al. (2003); Van Rijckeghem & Weder (2001); Abbink et al. (2002); Agbodohu & Quarmyne (2014);
Gockel (1995); Agbodeka (1992); Frimpong-Ansah (1991); Fosu (1989); Ewusi (1987) and Klitgaard (1998) all
agree that corruption has increased despite increases in salaries.

The question is who is responsible for the perceived or real exponential growth in corruption in Africa as a
whole? We need to find out who does what in the apportionment of responsibility, not blame, in this massive
economic hemorrhagic bleeding of billions of dollars a year for private ends. These activities are perpetrated by
often economically and politically well placed individuals in the respective African economies.

2. Alibi for the Colonials and Surrogates

There was a time when finding the perpetrator of perceived generic public harm was a no brainer. This was be-
cause in the era gone-by, it was politically correct to cast blame on the so-called Africa’s colonial masters for
the woes of Africa in general and in South Africa and Namibia on Apartheid policy in specific. That convenient
culprit of the past is no longer available. Time and space have given convincing alibis to the colonials and their
surrogates, multinational corporations as the perpetrators, the enemies of progress in Africa. It is, therefore, not
palatable to blame the colonial masters for the chronic under-development and worsening of economic growth in
the respective African nations. Fanon (1961) reported that “the national middle class that took over power at
the end of the colonial regime was an under-developed middle class. It had practically no economic power,
and in any case it was in no way commensurate with the bourgeoisie of the mother country which it hoped
to replace...” He added that “the national bourgeoisie of under-developed countries was not engaged in
production, nor in invention, nor building, nor labor”, but rather “canalized into activities of the interme-
diary type. Its innermost vocation seems to be to keep in the running and to be part of the racket”.

By the racket, Fanon saw the colonialists as a cartel organized illegally for the exploitation of the weak, the
uneducated and the vulnerable colonial peoples of that era. The colonialists were the enemies of the colonial
people everywhere. Today the enemies of progress in Africa have been modified by time, space and autonomy
to be the Africans themselves. The African middle class form the cartels that run the racket, by deduction from
Fanon’s, 1961 exposition. These are the emerging and growing middle class, the political leadership, the intel-
lectual classes, adult men and women over the age of majority, the bureaucracy, the bankers, the professors, the
teachers, and the rank and file of the security forces, the clergy and the laity. The list is exhaustive. The “racket”
appears to be so good that others want to join; it seems (AfDB, 2011).

In the “Rise and Rise of the Middle Class” Deloitte researchers for the African Development Bank provided
that “as a percentage of the population, the middle class has been steadily rising. Prior to the 1980’s it
represented over 111 million or 26% of the Continent’s population inclusive of floaters. This figure fell due to
exogenous economic shocks and stresses of the decade (AfDB, 2011). Some of these shocks and stresses were a
series of coup d’états in Sub-Saharan Africa between 1978 and 1989. These developments were inconsistent
with good governance (Norman & Aviisah, 2015). The coup planners justified their usurpation of power on the
basis of the deterioration of the fortunes of the populations (Aryeetey, 1996; Carlson & Putnam, 1993; Blanch-
ard et al., 1996; Bluwey, 1998).

To help arrest what appeared as persistent bad governance, over-blown national deficit budget and financing,
coupled with a general sense of doom, the World Bank with the IMF introduced an economic bandage that came
to be called the Structural Adjustment Program. It was reasoned that the fundamental national fiscal and eco-
nomic structure were catastrophically fractured (Agbodohu & Quarmyne 2014). The seemingly never ending
World Bank and IMF inspired Structural Adjustment Programs and other economic burdens placed on African
economies and their populations a great deal of stresses.

But by 1990’s and despite the noticeable economic hardships, the middle class had risen to 151.4 million of
the population or 27%. It surged to 196 million in 2000 with a dramatic rise to 313 million in 2010 or 34.3% of
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the Continent’s total population (African Development Bank, 2011). This represents a growth rate of 3.1% in the
middle class population over the period 1980 to 2010, compared with a growth rate of 2.6% in the continent’s
overall population over the same period (Ncube et al., 2011).

Even within the middle class cohort, there is further segmentation into upper-middle, middle-middle and low-
er-middle classes, which is determined by wealth and other antecedents such as education and income levels
(Banerjee & Duflo, 2008; Easterly, 2001; Kharas & Gertz, 2010; Visagie, 2013; Visagie & Posel, 2013; Wilson
& Dragusanu, 2008). For example whereas “Botswana’s middle class were at the upper limit with 48% of its
population classified as middle class, Gabon was at the lower limit of the next category of the classification with
75% of its population classified as middle class. Algeria was the next nation to show upward trend with respect
to the overall growth of the middle class with 77%, Egypt with 80%, Morocco having 85% and Tunisia 90%”
(AfDB, 2011; Villasenor & Arnold, 1989; Kakwani, 1980; Ravallion & Huppi, 1991; Datt, 1998; World Wealth
Report, 2009; Lynch, 2009).

3. Defining the Middle Class, Middle Class Role in Development and in Corruption

We have decided to focus the investigations into the middle class in their various configurations since they tend
to constitute the bulk of the bureaucracy, the majority of the university teachers as well as the bank workers and
the accountants, to mention but a few trades and professions. Fanon (1961) had argued that the middle class of
the newly independent nations were essentially a liability on the affairs and progress of these respective nations.
We wanted to assess whether Fanon’s assertion about the middleclass in Ghana was true. We had assumed that
the middle class was more than a liability, but rather part of the machinery contributing to national development.
Though we did not specifically assess Fanon’s hypothesis, we selected this particular class of the population in
order to understand it better. It is to assess their role in economic development and to appreciate their attributes
in relation to nation building.

Writing for the African Development Bank, Ncube et al. (2011) ventured that the middle class is a concept
that can be defined in relative or absolute terms. In relative terms, the middle class is defined as individuals or
households that fall between the 20th and 80th percentile of the consumption distribution or between 0.75 and
1.25 times median per capita income, respectively (Birdsall et al., 2000; Bhalla, 2009; Banarjee & Duflo, 2007).
Using the absolute approach, the middle class is usually defined as individuals with annual income exceeding
$3900 in purchasing power parity (PPP) terms or with daily per capita expenditure between $2 to $4 and those
with daily per capita expenditures between $6 and $10 (Ramachandran, 2009; Ravallion, Chen, & Sangraula,
2008). This definition offers a wide range of segments of middle class. In terms of wellbeing, it seems it is
purely subjective and therefore prone to biases and prejudicial description. It appears the African middle class
differs in many respects from the middle class in the Western Industrial nations where anyone with an income of
less than USD$25,000.00 would be considered as lower class person. Visagie (2013) in attempting to define
who the middle class is in South Africa and using data from 2008, described the middle class as being “syn-
onymous with both the affluent and the very affluent...” But Visagie also posed if “such an affluence-based
conceptualization of the middle class was sensible or relevant to policy making in South Africa?” The option
Visagie chose was one which defines the middle class as households which fall within a specified income inter-
val. This is because of the differences in the size of households and the number of mouths to feed. That is to say,
to determine per capita income, one needed to divide the household income by the household size. The second way
of assessing the middle class is to choose an interval of per capita household income that indicates some conception
of relative affluence, which is often associated with certain patterns of expenditure and possessions (AfDB, 2011;
Easterly, 2001, 2007 cited in Visagie, 2013). For the rest of Sub-Sahara Africa, there appears to be no collective
concern for a common methodology for the calculation of the middle class status of the populations. Researchers
and scholars use different approaches so long as it fits the hypothesis they may be trying to affirm or rebut.

In certain sections of the United States of America; such as Connecticut, per capita income was approximately
USD$ 48,700.00 between 2009 and 2013. At the same time, the median household income was USD$82,200.00
for 2009 to 2013 (Dept of Numbers, Connecticut, 2009). Generally the middle class in the Western industria-
lized nations tend to be captains of industry and lead the entrepreneurial push such as in Germany and elsewhere
and do the exact opposite of what Fanon described about the African middle class as not doing in 1961.

Banerjee & Duflo (2008) stated that what separates the “middle class” (which they define as living on be-
tween $2 and $10 per day) from the poor in developing countries are steady well-paying jobs, not greater suc-
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cess at running small businesses. The African middle class tends to be salaried worker and not particularly able
to do much in terms of investment compared to their western counterparts. We offer in Figure 1, the characte-
ristics of the African Middle Class.

4. Procedure

The research did not concern itself with empirical research such as a cross-sectional study to assess incidence
and prevalence of corruption perpetrated by the middle class. The authors assumed that the middle class provide
the human and other resources to the national economy. They, the middle classes form the strongest cohort of
consumers and drive many of the national agendas. Therefore, it was more useful to this exercise to test the ef-
fects of their roles in either perpetuating corrupt practices or sustaining such practices once they are set in mo-
tion. The middle classes form the majority of the bureaucracy, the policy formulators and implementers. If there
is a problem with the system over which the middle class; by and large; oversee it is the middle class to which
attention should be focused. Considering the persistent outbreak of common diseases such as cholera and mala-
ria that are all but eradicated in many technologically advanced nations, it is hard to comprehend that there is a
wealthy class in Sub-Saharan Africa (Global Malaria Program, WHO, 2009; D’Acremont et al., 2009). But they
are present, engaged in activities such as banking, building materials fabrication and manufacturing, pharma-
ceutical development and a long list of economic activities. The wealthy class men and women are often not en-
gaged in public services, but in private investment activities, where accountability and best business practices are
often in place. Despite this observation, the wealthy class men and women are also susceptible to corruption. They
may participate in the social vice either as inducers or facilitators and "influencers" of corrupt activities (Ncube et
al., 2011). As for the marginalized majority low class men and women, their role in sustaining any kind of social
conduct would be limited by their lack of purchasing power and actual lack of access to power and connections.

5. Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria for the Assessment of Effects

We adopted strict inclusion criteria for the papers we reviewed for this article. We also searched through news-
papers for the period to assess reports of corrupt activities on embezzlement, misappropriation and other nefa-
rious financial activities conducted by the professional classes and the emerging middle class men and women.
We found (87) Eighty-seven publications that met the inclusion criteria out of over 200,000 articles, opinions,
blogs, grey literature and policy documents. Twenty-seven (27) of the articles were not specifically on the mid-
dle class but on corruption in general in various aspects of public life as seen in Table A in Appendix. We as-
signed an overall score and identified the position taken in the publication or report in relation to the objectives.
We scored: 1 = Entirely Relevant (ER); 1/2 = Somewhat Relevant (SR); and 0 = Not Relevant at All, (NRaA)
against descriptors such as (i) focused on question, (ii) literature review, (iii) depth of argument on corrup-
tion/middle class or ethics, (iv) overall conclusion. We rated them and the papers that received scores above
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Figure 1. Characteristics of the African middle class.
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2.5 out of 4 in this evaluation were further analyzed. We summarized the findings into their respective units, and
interpreted them based upon our skills, knowledge and specialization in ethics, policy, sociology, public health
and law. The authors excluded papers and reports that addressed day-to-day middle class lifestyles, investment
activities and crimes including petty crimes or even extreme crimes such as murder. Authors did not conduct
epidemiological investigation into the incidence and frequency of both financial and official corruption. Papers
that dealt with ethics particularly those that did not address capacity, responsibility, autonomy, respect, and be-
neficence on the national or international level were not included.

We tested and assessed the following effects:

1) The effect of the middle classes on official corruption;

2) The effect of the middle classes on corruption assuming good ethical education;
3) Effect of the middle classes on corruption assuming the absence of peer-pressure;
4) Effects of culture of sycophancy and blind support of thieving kinsmen.

We also searched the internet and other data bases such as Google Scholar and Hunari, including journals on
management and economics for information, case studies and other research on the issue with carefully designed
search combinations. The data was disaggregated into the respective themes for analyses and summarized the
findings into their respective units, and interpreted them based upon the authors’ skills, knowledge and speciali-
zation in policy and management and in public health in general.

6. Outcomes of Theoretical Investigation and Discussion

1) The effect of the middle classes on official corruption

What is the effect of the middle classes on corruption if the middle classes move to the wealthy classes and do
no longer desire to be part of the racket of corrupt officials or government functionaries? Assuming the under-
lying economic conditions are improved, the nation moves from being a poor nation to a middle income nation,
would the quantum of mundane corruption come down or would it rather go up? Foltz & Opoku-Agyemang
(2015) examined the data on 2100 long-haul journeys plying between Ghana and Burkina Faso. They found that
“... Ghana’s police became more corrupt after their salaries increased, both absolutely and relative to Burkina
Faso’s police and Ghanaian customs officers. The cops erected more roadblocks, detained Lorries for longer (the
average driver was stopped 16 times as he drove through Ghana, for eight minutes each time) and extracted
more money...”

There appears to be anecdotal evidence in the literature suggesting that corruption in general would be mini-
mized over time, when the underlying macro- and micro-economic policies are improved across board (Abbink,
2000; Lindner, 2013; Chéne, 2009; Mahmood, 2005; Mtonya & Chizimbi, 2006; Norman & Aviisah, 2015;
Norman et al., 2014; Agbodohu & Quarmyne, 2014). There is however no evidence so far identified in the lit-
erature to suggest that when the middle classes move to the upper class wealth quintile, somehow that would
lead to a behaviour modification and mitigate their attraction to corruption (Ugaz, 2015; Public Accounts Com-
mittee, 2014; Ghana Controller’s General, 2013; Killick, 2010; Klitgaard, 1998). In fact and consistent with the
finding of Foltz & Opoku-Agyemang (2015) the very people caught in the quagmire of massive corruption
across many nations in Sub-Sahara Africa are those who are already wealthy and not just rich. They are most
connected in each nation and have access that goes all the way to the very seat of government and power. Even
when the fundamentals of the nations improve, there ought to be simultaneous improvement in the judiciary ser-
vices and general justice administration as well as in criminology and penology. Many of the perpetrators of
massive corruption in the respective nations know they can get away with murder, so to speak and often they do
(Foltz & Opoku-Agyeman, 2015; Lindner, 2013; Abbink et al., 2012; Abbink, 2000; Ul-Haque et al., 1996). For
example, a former Ghana’s Attorney General authorized that a local business man sympathetic to her political
leanings, be paid the cedi equivalent of €22,129,501.74 for his alleged financial engineering costs alone, without
ascertaining whether the claim by the contractor were valid or not in 2015. The authorization for the payment
and the payment amount were subsequently found by the Ghana Supreme Court to be illegal and must be re-
funded to the national exchequer (GH, MOFEP, 2015).

In Kenya and beginning from the 1990’s through a greater part of 2000’s, the Goldenburg Scandal involving
the dissipation of about USD $600 from the national exchequer and involving officials in Arap Moi’s and Mwai
Kibaki’s governments occupied the attention of both donors and nationals for a long time.

In Nigeria, it has been reported that 60 million barrels of oil valued at $13.7 bn was stolen under the watch of
the national oil giant, Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation from 2009 to 2012 (NNPC, 2016).
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2) The effect of the middle classes on corruption assuming good ethical education

What would be the effect on corruption if the population was well versed in ethical precepts of responsibility,
beneficence, non-malfeasance, and truth-telling and therefore enjoyed high moral fitness as a society? Respon-
sibility here is used as a synonym for duty of care. Beneficence simply means that whatever duty that is owned
to the population by the public official should be exercised to benefit the public good. Non-malfeasance as a
biomedical ethical value can be explained in the context of public service and the public good to mean the col-
lective efforts and industry of the middle class or professional class should not cause any harm to the population,
but should enrich their lives. Truth-telling demands that in the rendition of government policy, in the operationa-
lization of national programs, in the delivery of public services, the public official or agent should be in a posi-
tion to disclose to the public at large identifiable mistakes, unintended commissions and omissions, even negli-
gence that causes material harm or financial loss to the state. The official or agent should then, after disclosure
put in place corrective measures so as to return the public to the status it would have been but for the commis-
sion, omission, or negligence.

Whether or not the corrupt practices of the population would be modified positively if the population is given
a good dose of exposure to ethics remains to be tested and assessed. This, however, implies the mainstreaming
of education in ethics as the sine quo non for mitigating corruption in Ghana or in any of the nations in
Sub-Saharan Africa. The issue of mainstreaming ethics as part of the mundane aspects of the lives and behaviors of
the population of Sub-Saharan Africa is novel and unproven as a social intervention. The average Sub-Saharan
African person is steeped in either the religious ethics of Islam or Christianity. In the last decade, in Ghana for
example, there has been a large influx of neighborhood churches, erection of multiplicity of bigger church edi-
fices. Religion in general has become the new Small Scale Enterprises, the new growth industry in the face of
dwindling manufacturing base (Norman, 2013). If despite the prestige of these world religions the corrupt egoist
(who is incidentally either a Muslim or Christian), still engages in nefarious financial crimes, then teaching such
a person secular ethical conduct and behavior would have an overall marginal or zero effect on behavior
(Norman & Aviisah, 2015). Ethics as a subject matter is contextual, situational and modified by culture and pol-
itics, although there are basic universal ethical standards that applies to all nations similarly situated, such as the
ethico-legal prohibition against human trafficking or Female Genital Mutilation. At the parochial community
level, “the nation has not taken the time to design the parameters for finding solutions to the complex problem of
working with the morality of the indigenous populations. Morality in the metropolis may differ and do differ
from that which is displayed by those in the more parochial environment. The nation has also not developed
ethical code for the conduct of research specific to the traditional members of the Ghanaian society and their
engagement with outside partners (Norman & Aviisah, 2015; Castellano, 2004; Norman, Aikins, & Binka, 2010;
Buchanan, 2008; Castellano, 2004; Beauchamp & Childress, 2001).

Despite the foregoing, it is not difficult to gauge how exposure to ethical principles which the population in-
ternalizes into their conduct would not lead to behavior modification among the population. That said, in
Sub-Sahara Africa, ethical principles such as autonomy, choice, and informed consent are not operationalized in
exactly the same way that it is applied in the Western Industrialized nations (Buchanan 2008; Gostin, 2005;
Emanuel & Emanuel, 1992). The family unit takes precedence over communal and societal interests
(Sivalingam, 2011). Therefore, even concepts such as autonomy, choice, and informed consent are viewed from
the family’s point of view than from that of the individual. The choice making ability, autonomy and the capac-
ity to make informed decision are influenced, sometimes to a fault, by the family, the spouse, mostly the men
and the financiers of the individual with the capacity. This phenomenon is observed even among urban, more
metropolitan inhabitants who do not maintain day-to-day contact with the broader, bigger family unit in the rural
areas or in one’s village (Norman et al., 2014; Sivalingam, 2011). In this respect, the ethical values of responsi-
bility, respect, and beneficence resonates more aptly with the Sub-Saharan Africa’s cultural hierarchy and power
dynamics between the old and young, between wives and husbands, and between the rich and poor (Buchanan,
2008; Beauchamp & Childress, 2001; Norman, Aikins, & Binka, 2010; Castellano, 2004). Finally, religion has
been found to moderate certain negative conduct including corruption or addiction (Beita, 2008; Durham Jr.,
2008; Feldman, 2005; Cochran et al., 2004; Brothers, 1993; Burton, 1992; Butler & Harper, 1994; Carter, 1993;
Prest & Keller, 1993; Berman, 1983). Even though the Ghanaian identifies first with the family before the nation,
it appears religious affiliation is insidiously replacing the family for determining one’s belonging identity. Some
researchers argue that religion is rather being used more as a tool for social networking, personal advancement
and eminence, rather than as a means to spiritual fulfillment (Norman, 2014). Although religion plays very in-
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fluential role among the members of a particular group, it appears what pertains is nothing more than elevated
religiosity (McFarland, Uecker, & Regnerus, 2011; Brothers, 1993; Burton, 1992; Butler & Harper, 1994; Prest
& Keller, 1993; Beita, 2008; Durham Jr., 2008; Feldman, 2005; Cochran et al., 2004; Carter, 1993; Berman,
1983). Elevated religiosity is defined as Church attendance and strength of religious identification (McFarland,
Uecker, & Regnerus 2011).

3) Effect of the middle classes on corruption assuming the absence of peer-pressure

Measuring the effect of the middle classes on corruption in the absence of peer pressure is the same as as-
sessing the effect of the culture of sycophancy and blind support of thieving kinsmen. We will therefore treat
both effects as if they were one. It is important to accept that the Ghanaian culture does not admonish or con-
demn relatives who every member of the family knows or suspects to be stealing from his or her employer or the
government. Although there may be the occasional caution of a member of the family to the perpetrator, there is
hardly ever a situation where the concerned family remember would report the suspicion even covertly, no mat-
ter how strong it may be, to the police for investigations. Spouses and children of men and women in positions
of power who engage in systematic plunging of the national or official coffers are aware or suspect their spouses
or parents to be thieving from their jobs, but do nothing or turn a blind eye to such activities. There are religious
leaders, who suspect certain members of their congregation to be actively stealing from their employers or know
for a fact that they are stealing through confessions and other conversations. Yet, the culture does not have the
moral capacity to shun such persons, admonish them or even expose them (Foltz & Opoku-Agyemang, 2015;
Van Rijckeghem & Weder, 2001; Abbink et al., 2002; Jacobsen & Abdolkarim, 1996). The culture accommo-
dates such characters and protects from exposure. The opinion leaders ensure that such wrong doers are pro-
tected in order to gain monetary and other benefits from such personalities. Is the cultural idiosyncrasy of not
punishing wrong doing the reason for corruption among the middle class? What would be the effect on corrup-
tion if the population did not appear to be conflicted, where they seem to have two separate personalities of “one
for Caesar” and the “other for God” in the conduct of their official and professional duties? Is the culture of
keeping up with their neighbors the reasons for corruption? Would sustained public education on patriotism and
the adverse consequences of corruption of the middle classes against aping their neighbors the solution to the
reduction of corruption within the professional lives of the middle classes? There appears to be more questions
than one research paper can handle. Most of these inquiries are raised for other researchers to test and assess.
Sub-Sahara Africa has had the opportunity of military leadership and lived under dictatorial regimes that pro-
vided draconian and harsh punishments to those who erred or found to have been corrupted. During all of such
period, Sub-Sahara Africa became more entrenched in corrupt practices and rent-seeking behaviors than ever
before (Norman & Aviisah, 2015).

7. Conclusion

The middle class is blame-worthy when their direct or indirect role in the deterioration of the economic fortunes
of Sub-Sahara Africa is considered. They are the gate-keepers, the architects of monetary and other policies;
they develop the templates for official conduct. They are the key players in policy formulation, operationaliza-
tion, monitoring and evaluation of programs coming out of policies; they are the master accountants, bankers,
lawyers, investment advisors, and auditors as well as accountable professions. Yet they see to the hemorrhaging,
the plunging and outright stealing of the national and international liquidity of the respective nations. They help
to invent the procurement mechanism that actually costs the nations more to purchase through the procurement
mechanism than not. They craft the rules of engagement for what is punishable and what is not, because they are
the judges, the lawyers, the top brass of the police and other quasi law enforcement organizations, they alone
should be blamed for corruption in their respective nations. The middle class in Sub-Sahara Africa manages to
delude themselves and the rest of their people that there is no class system in their nations. Because of that, they
attack and organized forces, both local and international on moral and humanitarian grounds, against the Boa
apartheid regime in South Africa. Whiles condemning the racist regime of South Africa, they run and manage
cities that practiced exclusion in places like Accra, Ghana in the case of slum settlement like “Sodom and Go-
morrah”; otherwise known as Old Fadama. In Nairobi, Kenya, the famous Kibera slum is created to show the
duality of behavior of the Kenyan middle class: condemn apartheid and embrace economic segregation nation-
ally. The middle class lifestyles and creed led to the uprising in Nigeria in the Niger Delta in the late 1980’s and
throughout the 1990s and segued into a more virulent form of social protester: Boko Haram. If Sub-Sahara
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Africa has a future to contend with, that future, that oracle ought to be divined by the middle class by looking
inward into itself and bringing an end to systemic extreme financial corruption in Sub-Sahara Africa. In our
modern globalized world, everything is related to everything else (Lorenz, 1972).
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