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Abstract

Background: Anemia is the most common hematologic abnormality in HIV patients and is asso-
ciated with disease progression and decreased survival. This study aims to describe the preva-
lence and predictors of anemia in HIV positive patients at the time of ART initiation at public
health facilities of Arba Minch town, Southern Ethiopia. Methods: A total of 411 adults (=15 years)
HIV positive patients with complete information on hemoglobin levels and CD4 count and clinical
characteristics registered from 2006 to 2013 were assessed for anemia prevalence and risk fac-
tors at the ART clinic of the Arba Minch hospital and health center. The measurements of Hemog-
lobin and CD4 + T cell count were performed using standard methodology at baseline of ART initi-
ation. Results: A total of 411 HIV positive patients (195 males and 216 females) with a mean + SD
age of 33.9 £ 9.0 years were assessed. Hemoglobin levels were between 6.0 and 16.5 mg/dL. The
overall prevalence of anemia at the time of ART initiation was 52.3%; with 28.1%, 22.9% and 1.3%
mild, moderate and severe anemia respectively. The overall prevalence of anemia was 62.4%
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among males and 46.7% among females (P < 0.001). An increased risk of anemia was seen in
males (adjusted OR = 2.78, 95% CI = 1.77 - 4.35); low CD4 cell counts (adjusted OR = 3.48,95% CI =
2.09 - 5.79); and history of TB (adjusted OR = 2.89, 95% CI = 1.28 - 6.54). Conclusions: Anemia in
HIV-positive patients was highly prevalent at the time of ART initiation. Male gender, low CD4
count and history of TB were associated with higher risk of baseline anemia.
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1. Introduction

Infection by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and the consequent fully developed AIDS can have
haematological effects, not only in patients with advanced disease but also during primary infection and the
phase of clinical latency [1]. Hhematologic abnormalities that may be attributed to effects of HIV infection itself,
to opportunistic infections or as a consequence of therapeutic agents are common manifestations causing symp-
toms that are life-threatening and have been documented as strong independent predictors of morbidity and
mortality in HIV-infected individuals [2] [3].

Anemia is recognized to be the most common hematological abnormalities in patients with HIV infection [4]
and is an important clinical problem in these patients both before and after the advent of combination antiretro-
viral therapy (ART) [5]. Anemia in HIV infected patients can have serious implications, which vary from func-
tional and quality-of-life decrements to an association with disease progression. Evidences indicate that anemia
among these patients is associated with a much faster rate of disease progression and decreases quality of life,
and is a strong prognostic marker for death [1] [6] [7]. As recovery from anemia reduces the risk of disease pro-
gression at the approximately same level as seen among patients who have never had anemia; better under-
standing of base line anemia in HIV positive population will be critical not only in improving quality of life, but
also in suggesting ways to reduce mortality [5] [8].

Depending on the study setting, anemia can be found in 63% - 95% of those with HIV infection at some point
during the course of their disease which may be caused by a wide range of etiologic factors leading to decreased
red blood cell (RBC) production, increased RBC destruction, or ineffective RBC production [2] [9]. Recent
study reports a considerably higher prevalence of anemia among HIV-infected antiretroviral-naive adult Ethio-
pians, with 38% for men and 62% for women [10]. However, the magnitude of anemia and its risk factors
among HIV patients on initiating ART are not well document in Ethiopia. Thus, the aim of this study is to de-
termine the prevalence of anemia and related factors among HIV infected patients at the time of ART initiation
at ART clinic of public health facilities of Arba-Minch town, Southern Ethiopia.

2. Materials and Methods

The study was conducted in the hospital and health center of Arba Minch town, Gamo Gofa zone, Southern
Ethiopia.

The hospital serves as a referral center for the surrounding zones and is located in the Southwestern part of
Ethiopia. Arba Minch hospital and Arba Minch health center provides HIV/AIDS interventions, including free
diagnosis, treatment and monitoring. The center diagnoses new cases and monitors those on therapy; consisting
the HAART regimen Zidovudine, Stavudine and Nevirapine.

The data source for study variable was both medical and electronic records of patients kept in the health facil-
ities. The medical and electronic records of each individual have a unique patient identifier that can be used to
collect the history of medical care utilization for each individual.

These documents contain information on age, gender, date of HIV screening and ART initiation, history of
opportunistic infections (Ols) and concurrent medical conditions, immunological responses, and therapy-related
to prevention of mother to child transmission of HIV, ARV drugs, Cotrimoxazole and INH prophylaxis. Data
abstraction form was used to retrieve relevant data from medical records of patients.

About 4656 medical records of ART patients initiating HAART between February 1st, 2006 and January 30th,
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2013, were evaluated to select eligible study subjects in the public health facilities of the Arba Minch town.
Among this; 1952 (41.9%) were excluded from the study for the following reasons. One hundred and eighty five
(9.4%) patients had age less than 15 years, 1724 (88.3%) were excluded due to they were on pre-ART, and the
remaining 43 (2.2%) were pregnant at the time of ART initiation.

The sample size was determined by using a formula for estimation of single population proportion with the
assumption of 95% confidence level, the margin of error of 5% and by taking the prevalence of anemia (50%)
(There was no previous research conducted in the district). After considering 10% contingency, the total sample
size was estimated to be 422. Simple random sampling technique was employed to select samples using com-
puter-generated random number table. Out of 422 study subjects; 411 HIV/AIDS patients’ data were recruited
for this study (11 Patients had incompletely recorded at baseline were excluded).

Before collection of the data, a data extraction tool was prepared and pre tested. Additionally, the nurses who
were selected to collect the data were given one day training on the data extraction tool and how to collect data
from registers to ensure no selection or information bias was introduced at the time of data collection. During
data collection, the principal investigator supervises the data collectors and examined the tools for accuracy and
completeness.

SPSS version 20 statistical software was used for performing statistical analyses and results are presented as
number and percentage or mean + SD. Student’s t test and chi-squares were used for comparison of means and
proportions, where appropriate. The crude (unadjusted) relationships between the exposure variables and the
presence or absence of anemia were examined in univariate logistic regression. Multivariate logistic regression
was used to identify the independent predictors of anemia. Anemia was defined according to the WHO criteria:
Hb concentration <13 g/dl for males and <12 g/dl for females. We classified anemia as mild (11 - 12.9 for males
and 11 - 11.9 g/dl for females) moderate (8 - 10 g/dl) and sever (<8 g/dI).

Permission to undertake the study was obtained from the ethical review committee of Jimma University. The
official letter of cooperation was written to Arba Minch Hospital and Health center, and permission from the
ART clinic of the hospital and health center, where the data collection took place was obtained. Confidentiality
of the patient information was strict and no information was handed over to a third party.

3. Results

Out of 422 study subjects, 411 HIV positive individuals (195 males and 216 females) were assessed for the
presence of anemia at the time of ART initiation at the ART clinic of the Arba Minch hospital and health center.
The mean + SD age of the study participants was 33.9 £ 9.0 years, and 76.3% of them were 40 years old or less.
Of the study participants, 323 (83.5%) were urban residents, 274 (71.4%) had less than a high school education,
and 233 (60.7%) were married. The median + SD CD4 count of the study participants was 176.00 + 87.18
cells/mm?. Only, 136 (35.4%), 39 (10.2%) and 26 (6.8%) of study participants had a positive history of opportu-
nistic infections, tuberculosis (TB) and use of medications at the time of ART initiation (Table 1).

Anemia was present in 52.3% of the study participants, with 28.1%, 22.9% and 1.3% described as mild, mod-
erate and severe anemia respectively. The overall prevalence of anemia was 62.4% among males and 46.7%
among females. Gender had a significant influence on the overall prevalence of anemia (P = 0.002) and of mild
anemia (P < 0.001), but not on the prevalence of moderate and severe anemia at the time of ART initiation (P =
0.333 and P = 0.271).

The prevalence of anemia was 53.5%, 53.6%, and 53.8% among patients whose age group was within < 30,
30 - 40, and < 40 years, respectively. The prevalence of overall anemia as well as mild, moderate and severe
anemia did not differ significantly according to age (all P > 0.05). Additionally, no significant difference was
observed in the prevalence of anemia with educational status and marital status of participants (all P > 0.05).

Based on baseline CD4 count, there was a significant difference in the prevalence of anemia within the three
CD4 categories, with 60.5% among patients with CD4 count < 200 cells/mm?, and 53.3% and 37.8% among
those with CD4 count of > 350 and 200-350 cells/mm? respectively (P < 0.001). The prevalence of moderate
anemia increased with decreasing CD4 count (P = 0.001), while prevalence of mild anemia, and of severe ane-
mia did not increase with decreasing CD4 count (P = 0.377 and P = 0.794).

The overall prevalence of anemia was significantly higher among patients with history of TB (73.2% vs.
49.9%; P = 0.005), use of medications (76.9% vs. 50.4%; P = 0.009), and opportunistic infections (59.6% vs.
48.2%; P = 0.033). The prevalence of moderate anemia, and of mild anemia was significantly higher among pa-
tients with history of TB and use of medications (P = 0.009 and P = 0.003), and opportunistic infections at the
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Table 1. Baseline characteristics of HIV-Infected adults at the time of ART initiation in public health facilities of Arba-
Minch town, Southern Ethiopia, 2013 (n = 411).

Characteristics Frequency Percent
Age group
<30 years 165 40.1
30 - 40 years 146 355
>40 years 100 24.4
Sex
Male 195 47.4
Female 216 52.6

Marital status

Single 47 114
Married 251 61.1
Divorced 93 22.6
Widowed 20 49

Educational status

Iliterate 136 331
Primary 157 38.2
Secondary 110 26.8
Higher Education 8 1.9
Residence
Rural 68 16.5
Urban 343 83.5
Opportunistic infection 145 354
History of TB 42 10.2
Use of medications 27 6.6

CD4 count, cells/mm?®

<200 277 67.4

200 - 350 118 28.7

>350 16 3.9

Overall 219 53.3

Anemia Mild 117 28.5
Moderate 96 233

Severe 6 15

time of ART initiation (P = 0.022). The prevalence of all forms of anemia did not differ significantly by resi-
dence and functional status of patients (P = 0.090 and P = 0.376) (Table 2).

In a multivariate analysis using a logistic regression model, we analyzed factors associated with the presence
of anemia. Table 3 summarizes the results of the final regression model. In this study sex, CD4 count and past
TB treatment were significantly associated to anemia. The odds of anemia among male participants was 2.8
times (OR = 2.78, 95% CI = 1.77 - 4.35) compared to the odds among female counter parts. The odds of anemia
among individuals with baseline low CD4 count (<200 cells/mm?®) were higher (OR = 3.48, 95% CI = 2.09 -
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5.79) compared to those participants with high CD4 count. The odds of anemia among participants having his-
tory of TB were higher (OR = 2.89, 95% CI = 1.28 - 6.54) compared to odds of those without history of TB
(Table 3).

4. Discussion

Anemia is a frequent complication of HIV infection that is associated with an increased risk of death and that
recovery from anemia is associated with decreased risk of death for HIV-infected persons who do develop ane-
mia [8]. As recovery from anemia increase survival, screening for anemia among HIV positive population at
base line should be aggressive and critical not only to reduce mortality, but also in suggesting ways to improve
quality of life [5] [8].

The prevalence of anemia in this study was 52.3% which is in agreement with the study in China (51.9%) [11]
and in Nigeria (57.5%) [12], but lower than that found by others in the country which reported 86.5% prevalence
of anemia at base line [13]. However, our prevalence estimate was higher than other anemia prevalence studies
in Northwest Ethiopia [10] and in the USA [14], which reported 35% and 39.7% prevalence of anemia at base-
line among HIV patients respectively.

Table 2. Distribution of overall prevalence of Anemia among HIV-Infected adults in public health facilities of Arba-Minch
town, Southern Ethiopia, 2013 (n = 411).

Variables N (%) P-value
Age
<40 years 48 (52.7

Y 62.7) 0.930

>40 years 153 (52.2)

Sex

Male 107 (62.9)
<0.001

Female 94 (43.9)

Education

<High school 152 (55.5)
) 0.053

>High school 49 (44.5)

Residence

Rural 38 (62.3)
0.090

Urban 163 (50.5)

History of TB

Yes 30(73.2)
0.005

No 171 (49.9)

Opportunistic infection

Yes 81 (59.6)
0.033

No 119 (48.2)

Use of medications

Yes 20 (76.9)
0.009

No 180 (50.4)

Functional status

Workin 169 (52.6
g (526) 0.376

Ambulatory/Bed ridden 37 (58.7)

CD4 count

<200 cells/mm® 152 (58.9)
<0.001

>200 cells/mm® 49 (38.9)
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Table 3. Predictors of Anemia among HIV-infected adults in public health facilities of Arba-Minch town, Southern Ethiopia,
2013 (n = 411).

Variables Adjusted OR (95% CI) P-value
Sex
Male 2.78 (1.77 - 4.35)
<0.001
Female 1
Education
<High school 1.53 (0.96 - 2.45)
0.080
>High school 1

History of TB
Yes 2.89(1.28 - 6.54) 0.022
No 1

Opportunistic infection

Yes 1.47 (0.97 - 2.21)
0.091
No 1
Use of medications
Yes 2.74(0.94 - 7.97)
0.064
No 1
Residence
Rural 1.95 (0.99 - 3.51)
0.054
Urban 1
CD4 count
<200 cells/mm? 3.48 (2.09 - 5.79)
<0.001

>200 cells/mm?®

In this study, male HIV patients were found to have a significantly higher prevalence of anemia than females:
62.4% vs. 46.7% (P < 0.001). This finding was in agreement with findings of the USA study [14], but in con-
trast with the findings of studies in Northwest Ethiopia and China [10] [11]. However, the overall prevalence of
anemia in our study population did not differ significantly according to age. Thus our finding is not inconsistent
with the China study finding, which reported older age significantly associated with an increased risk of anemia
[11].

In our study, the prevalence of anemia increased with decreasing CD4 count (P < 0.001) with pick prevalence
of among patients with CD4 count <200 cells/mm?. This finding was consistent with several published studies,
which reported that anemia was more prevalent among patients with CD4 count <200 cells/mm?® [11] [14].
Mostly, prevalence of anemia is higher among patients who have low CD4 count, which was also reported by
others in the country [10]. In general, the likelihood of anemia increases with progressive immunologic deteri-
oration and a CD4 count less than 200 cells/ mm® is associated with the development of anemia; in which HIV
infected patients with AIDS were more likely to develop anemia compared with those without AIDS.

Other independent predictor of anemia in this study was history of TB; patients with history of TB have high-
er risk of developing anemia than those without TB. Various studies have found that hemoglobin levels among
TB-HIV co-infected individuals were considerably lower than among subjects with only one of the two infec-
tions [15] [16]. Various pathogeneses have been suggested in TB-associated anemia, studies have shown sup-
pression of erythropoiesis by inflammatory mediators as a cause of anemia.
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To the best of our knowledge, this is the first study in our country Ethiopia to assess the prevalence of anemia
among HIV infected patients at the time of ART initiation. However, this study had limitations such as data
were collected for routine clinical care, and hence, other important variables, notably erythropoietin levels and
viral load are lacking. In addition, the majority of patients had no data on BMI. Farther longitudinal studies
should be conducted to develop interventions aimed at reducing the prevalence of anemia in HIV infected pa-
tients.

5. Conclusion

Anemia is highly prevalent among HIV-infected adults in public health facilities of Arba-Minch town, Southern
Ethiopia at the time of ART initiation. Male gender, lower CD4 count and history of TB disease are associated
with an increased risk of baseline anemia. It is important to routinely screen anemia not only for reducing mor-
tality, but also for suggesting ways to improve quality of life of these patient. Further research is needed to eva-
luate the effects of treating anemia and the impact of anemia on ART and survival in HIV-infected patients in
this area.
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