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Abstract 
At present, the COVID-19 epidemic is still unfolding all over the world. In 
the face of the epidemic outbreak, all countries are trying their best to prevent 
the spread of the epidemic and reduce the harm brought by it. China has also 
taken a series of measures to effectively prevent and control the spread of the 
epidemic, and some achievements have been made in the prevention and con-
trol of the epidemic. And China is the only country in the world that has main-
tained economic growth during the pandemic. The experience of dealing with 
public health emergencies with the Scientific Outlook on Development is an 
important reference for China’s epidemic prevention and control. The Scien-
tific Outlook on Development under the background of the outbreak still has 
important meaning. The theme of the Scientific Outlook on Development is 
how to develop our country under the pressure of resources and environ-
ment. In the process of epidemic prevention and control, China has adopted 
policies and measures that fully reflect the core position of putting people 
first, and at the same time, it has promoted comprehensive, balanced and sus-
tainable economic and social development by conducting unified planning and 
taking all factors into consideration. 
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1. Introduction 

The Scientific Outlook on Development puts development as the primary task; 
the principle of putting people first at the core; comprehensive, balanced and 
sustainable development as the basic requirement; and conducting unified plan-
ning, taking all factors into consideration as its the basic approach. The Scientific 
Outlook on Development is put forward in response to a series of challenges en-
countered in China’s economic and social development at the beginning of this 
century. The formation of the Scientific Outlook on Development also contains 
the inspiration of the victory over SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome). 
The Scientific Outlook on Development is not only of great significance to Chi-
na’s economic and social development at that time, but also of great theoretical 
and practical significance now. 

2. The Scientific Connotation and Main Content of the  
Scientific Outlook on Development 

The core of the Scientific Outlook on Development is people-oriented. The word 
“people-oriented” first appeared in the book Guan Zi. The word “people- 
oriented” in the book reflects the civilian-oriented thought in Chinese traditional 
culture. The word “people” in the civilian-oriented thought refers to “subjects”, 
however, the monarch and his subjects in the position were unequal in social 
status. It was impossible to be truly people-oriented. The people-oriented thought 
of the Scientific Outlook on Development is fundamentally different from the 
civilian-oriented thought of ancient China. Comrade Hu Jintao made a complete 
summary of the meaning of “people-oriented” in his speech at the seminar for 
members and alternate members of the new Central Committee to study and 
implement the spirit of the 17th National Congress of the CPC (Chinese Com-
munist Party) in 2007: “By putting people first, we mean that we must serve the 
people wholeheartedly, build the CPC for the public interests and govern for the 
people, always make sure that the aim and outcome of all the work of the CPC 
and the state is the fundamental interests of the overwhelming majority of the 
people. We should uphold the consistency between respecting the law of social 
development and respecting the principal position of the people in history, be-
tween striving for lofty ideals and working for the interests of the overwhelming 
majority of the people, and between fulfilling the CPC’s work and realizing the 
interests of the people. We will persist that development is for the people, by the 
people, and benefiting the people.” ([1] p. 107) In addition, Comrade Hu Jintao 
also put forward in a number of speeches to adhere to the people-oriented 
thought, which can be seen from these speeches mainly includes the following 
contents: first, the people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on Devel-
opment, first of all, should be based on the fundamental interests of the over-
whelming majority of the people. In 2004, when Comrade Hu Jintao visited 
Jiangsu Province, he pointed out that we should always put the fundamental in-
terests of the overwhelming majority of the people in the first place, and con-
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stantly meet the needs of the people, serve the people with performing real deeds 
for them. Putting people first requires that everything we do must proceed from 
the interests of the overwhelming majority of the people, and that the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of the people are the starting point, objective and 
destination. Our party comes from the people, and more importantly, it must 
serve them. Second, the Scientific Outlook on Development puts people first and 
insists that the people are the force to rely on for development, because the 
broad masses of the people are builders of China's socialist cause and creators of 
material and spiritual wealth. The wisdom of the people is infinite. In socialist 
construction, we must “maximize the wisdom and strength of the whole society 
and the whole nation” ([2] p. 25) for socialist modernization with Chinese cha-
racteristics. In his speech at the 2003 National Conference on Talents, Hu Jintao 
stressed that talents are the most important resources, and we must respect tal-
ents and creation and give full play to the role of talents. Third, the result of de-
velopment should be shared by the people, for the purpose of the socialist eco-
nomic and social development is in order to meet the needs of the people, safe-
guard the economic, political and cultural rights and interests of the masses of 
the people. Fourth, the people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on De-
velopment emphasizes that the development of the society is ultimately for the 
all-round development of individuals. The ultimate goal of social and personal 
development is the same. Developing productivity vigorously and improving 
people’s material and cultural level are the basis of people’s all-round develop-
ment. The ultimate realization of people's all-round development is the real people- 
oriented. 

The first essence of the Scientific Outlook on Development is development, 
which is comprehensive, balanced and sustainable. Development is the key to 
solve all problems in our country. The first essence is that development is due to 
the basic reality that China is in the primary stage of socialism, to this end, “we 
must regard development as the top priority of the party in governing and reju-
venating the country” ([3] p. 143). Comprehensive, balanced and sustainable 
development mainly includes the following aspects: First, the development is 
comprehensive and balanced development. The first essence of the Scientific 
Outlook on Development is that development requires us to take economic con-
struction as the center, but development is by no means only economic devel-
opment. Development is a comprehensive and balanced development including 
economy, politics, culture, society and ecology. From the point of view of the 
domestic environment, at the beginning of this century, although our country 
after reform and opening up has made some achievements, we also came to the 
difficult and critical period of socialist construction in our country. Then some 
problem about comprehensive and balanced development appeared, such as 
economic development power. The extensive economic growth mode had not 
fundamentally changed. Increased pressure was on resources and the environ-
ment. Economic development was rapid, but social development was relatively  
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backward. There was still a considerable gap between urban and rural areas and 
between different regions. Poor and low-income population was a considerable 
number, etc. In the domestic development environment, China’s socialist con-
struction was hard. At this time, the disadvantages of extensive economic growth 
pattern in our country gradually revealed. High input and high consumption 
growth led to the lack of natural resources, even seriously destroyed ecological 
balance. In this context, we must fully rely on science and technology to guide 
and lead the efficacy. We must rely on scientific and technological transforma-
tion of the mode of economic development. We must change from paying atten-
tion to the quantity of economic growth mode before to paying attention to the 
quality of economic development mode now. We must promote comprehensive, 
balanced and sustainable economic and social development. Second, scientific 
development is sustainable. Harmonious coexistence between man and nature is 
the core idea of sustainable development of the Scientific Outlook on Develop-
ment. In 2004, in his speech at the Central Symposium on Population, Resources 
and Environment, Comrade Hu Jintao further clarified the connotation of the 
basic requirements for sustainable development of the Scientific Outlook on 
Development: “Sustainable development means to promote harmony between 
man and nature, to balance economic growth with population, resources and 
environment, to follow a path of civilized development featuring increased pro-
duction, better living standards and a sound ecological environment, and to en-
sure sustainable development from generation to generation.” ([3] p. 167) In the 
process of building a harmonious socialist society, “we should follow the general 
requirements of democracy and rule of law, equity and justice, stability and or-
der, and harmonious coexistence between man and nature, and the principle of 
common construction and common enjoyment” ([3] p. 626). The 17th National 
Congress of the CPC clearly put forward the “construction of Eco-civilization”, 
elaborated the goal of Eco-civilization construction, and put forward the con-
struction of Eco-civilization as a strategic task clearly for the first time. Third, 
development should be tailored to local conditions, and different regional de-
velopment models should be developed according to the characteristics of dif-
ferent regions. Different regions in China have different development environ-
ments, and some regions should pay more attention to ecological and environ-
mental protection. Comrade Hu Jintao pointed out in his speech that Bijie should 
not copy the practices and models of the open coastal areas. Paying attention to 
ecological protection is of important strategic significance for the development 
of areas such as Guizhou, Xinjiang and Tibet. In 2010, while promoting Tibet’s 
economic and social development, Comrade Hu Jintao pointed out: “Tibet spe-
cial geographical natural conditions and economic and social conditions, not 
copying other local development pattern, especially can't find a way of gover-
nance after destruction first.” ([4] p. 312) 

The basic approach of the Scientific Outlook on Development is overall con-
sideration. In the history of the CPC’s development, Comrade Mao Zedong first 
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used this idiom to summarize the “policy” that we should adhere to at that time, 
mainly referring to the guiding principles for adjusting the five economic com-
ponents of the new democratic society. Later, Mao Zedong explained the “poli-
cy” of “overall consideration” for the first time in his book On the Correct Han-
dling of Contradictions among the People. It refers to the guiding principle that 
should be adhered to when conflicts arise at that time. The interests of all the 
people should be taken into account when solving conflicts. The basic meaning 
of overall consideration in the Scientific Outlook on Development is quite dif-
ferent from that proposed by Mao Zedong. The difference lies in the strong di-
rectivity and particularity of overall consideration as a “policy”. And overall 
consideration as a “basic approach”, from the sense of methodology, is universal, 
more widely applicable than “policy”. At the third Plenary Session of the 16th 
Central Committee of the CPC, the basic connotation of overall planning and 
taking into account as the basic approach was summarized, that is, “overall plan-
ning for urban and rural development, overall planning for regional develop-
ment, overall planning for economic and social development, overall planning 
for harmonious development between man and nature, overall planning for do-
mestic development and opening up to the outside world” ([5] p. 465). Then, the 
report to the 17th National Congress of the CPC greatly enriched and developed 
the basic connotation of overall planning. According to the report: “We need to 
correctly understand and properly handle the major relationships in the cause of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics, balance urban and rural development, re-
gional development, economic and social development, relations between man 
and nature, and domestic development and opening-up. We must take into overall 
consideration the relationships between the central and local authorities, be-
tween personal and collective interests, between interests of the part and those of 
the all, and between immediate and long-term interests, so as to fully arouse to 
the initiative of all sides. We must take both domestic and international situa-
tions into consideration, develop a global and strategic perspective, and be good 
at seizing opportunities for development and coping with risks and challenges in 
a changing world, and work for a favorable international environment.” ([6] p. 
300) The basic connotation of “overall consideration” of the Scientific Outlook 
on Development not only “need to correctly understand and properly handle the 
major relationships in the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics”, but 
also need to focus on the major work affecting the overall situation and the prom-
inent problems concerning the interests of the people. We should base ourselves 
on our national conditions. We must consider the overall situation and hold the 
key points. Overall consideration is a scientific working method that our party 
has always adhered to. 

Therefore, from the above content analysis to the people-oriented thought, 
comprehensive, balanced and sustainable development, and overall considera-
tion, we can see that the thought of comprehensive, balanced and sustainable 
development contains the basic approach of overall consideration. The thought 
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of overall consideration also includes the thought of comprehensive, balanced 
and sustainable development. The thoughts of comprehensive, balanced and sus-
tainable development and overall consideration all adhere to the people-oriented 
core position. These four core contents of the Scientific Outlook on Develop-
ment are interrelated and integrated. 

3. Contemporary Theoretical Value of the Scientific Outlook  
on Development 

3.1. The Contemporary Theoretical Significance of the  
People-Oriented Thought of the Scientific Outlook on  
Development 

The people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on Development is a crit-
icism of the western humanism. The “humanism” thought in the Renaissance 
carries out the theory of human nature and humanitarian spirit, opposes the su-
premacy of theocracy and believes in “I consider myself”. Modern humanism 
pays more attention to individual living conditions and emotional will. Modern 
humanism has a wide influence in the western society. It has been integrated in-
to the entire western social life, and become the mainstream values of the west-
ern society. It can be seen from the development of Western humanism that the 
western humanism thoughts are full of individual-centered thoughts. Western 
humanism opposes “theocracy”, and at the same time goes to another extreme— 
extreme individualism. It leads people to ignore the interests of others, collective 
and society. It will bring disastrous consequences to the whole society and even 
the world. People-oriented thought, as the core of the Scientific Outlook on De-
velopment, is different. The purpose of people-oriented thought is to pursue in-
dividual freedom, happiness and power, but this kind of personal freedom and 
happiness premises the development of the society as a whole. Only in a society 
where individuals truly achieve freedom and all-round development can indi-
viduals finally achieve true happiness. 

The people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on Development is the 
inheritance and development of Marx and Engels' humanistic theory. There are 
full of the people-oriented idea in Marx and Engels' classic works. Firstly, the 
thought of individual all-round development is the core of Marx and Engels' 
humanistic theory. Marx imagined that the communist society will be a com-
prehensive and free development of society where people can realize the real 
freedom. In addition, Marx for the first time established humanistic thought on 
the basis of historical materialism, and emphasized that the masses are the crea-
tors of history. But Marx and Engels’ humanistic theory remained more in the 
stage of imagination, and they also did not explicitly put forward the “people- 
oriented” thought. The people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on De-
velopment makes Marx and Engels’ humanistic thoughts have the realistic foun-
dation. The people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on Development 
was formed on the basis of the practical experience of the emergence of the stage 
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characteristics of China’s socialist society at that time. And it was the successful 
response to the international financial crisis and the victory over the sudden 
outbreak of SARS. It was formed from the domestic and international situation 
at that time and took the development of real people as the foothold and starting 
point. The Scientific Outlook on Development also emphasized that we should 
start from the fundamental interests of the majority of the people and we should 
rely on the masses to carry out socialist construction. The people-oriented thought 
is a realistic response to Marx and Engels’ humanistic thought in the practice of 
building socialism with Chinese characteristics.  

The people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on Development is a 
further enrichment and development of the mass concept of Mao Zedong, Deng 
Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin. The Chinese Communists represented by Mao Ze-
dong applied the principle that the masses are the creators of history into prac-
tice and formed the CPC’s mass line. The mass line is the fundamental work 
route. First of all, it requires our “all for masses”. The CPC must serve the people 
heart and soul, and act in the interests of the overwhelming majority of the 
people. “Three benefits” was proposed by Deng Xiaoping as a criterion for judg-
ing the success or failure of reform and all kinds of work. “Whether it is condu-
cive to improving the people’s living standard” was one of the criteria. Reform is 
for the people’s interests. When summarizing the essence of socialism, Deng 
Xiaoping held that the ultimate goal of socialist development was to realize the 
common prosperity of all the people. The CPC must always represent the fun-
damental interests of the overwhelming majority of the Chinese people, which is 
one of the core views of the Theory of Three Represents. It is the starting point 
and foothold of the CPC’s work. The Scientific Outlook on Development sum-
marizes their thoughts about the people with the “people-oriented” thought and 
expresses them more succinctly. From the point of view of content, the people- 
oriented thought also further enriches their thoughts. The Scientific Outlook on 
Development plays the role of linking the preceding and the following, and it is 
the source and theoretical basis of the people-centered approach to development. 
The people-centered approach to development is the foundation of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. The people- 
oriented thought is the direct ideological source of the people-centered approach 
to development. The people-centered approach to development adheres to and 
develops the people-oriented thought. The people-centered approach to devel-
opment is the ideological development and theoretical sublimation of the people- 
oriented thought in the new era. 

3.2. The Theoretical Value of Sustainable Development Thought  
of the Scientific Outlook on Development 

The sustainable development thought of the Scientific Outlook on Development 
absorbed the reasonable content of the western sustainable development theory 
in the last century. In the last century, the developed industrial civilization in the 
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West brought rapid development and great wealth to the western society, while 
the ecological crisis also emerged. Some ecological disasters made people start to 
think about how human beings should develop, and the theory of sustainable 
development emerged at the historic moment. The main content of the sustain-
able development theory in the west is “development that meets the needs of the 
present without jeopardizing the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs” ([7] p. 52)]. In 2002, a world summit for sustainable development in Jo-
hannesburg added the content of the poverty to the concept of sustainable de-
velopment. But the sustainable development theory in the west only considers 
the intergenerational relationship and interpersonal relationships. Our devel-
opment should not only take into account the interests of future generations, but 
also solve the pressing problems facing modern people. Failure to solve the de-
velopment problems faced by modern people will inevitably affect the develop-
ment of future generations. Moreover, although the sustainable development 
theory in the west proposes to solve the problem of poverty, it fails to see that 
the ecological crisis, resource shortage and other environmental problems faced 
by many developing countries are precisely caused by developed countries. De-
veloped countries are responsible for them. The sustainable development thought 
of the Scientific Outlook on Development overcomes the deficiency of the sus-
tainable development theory in the west. It is built on the people-oriented core 
position. It takes into account the relationship of the people, and it considers the 
relationship between human and natural resources, environment. We should 
achieve the harmony of man and nature and build an ecological civilization. On 
the basis of respecting the laws of nature, the all-round development of human 
beings and the all-round progress of society can be realized. Only in this way can 
the development needs of future generations be truly taken into account. When 
solving poverty in developing countries, the Scientific Outlook on Development 
emphasizes that both developed and developing countries should make joint ef-
forts, and developed countries should also assume their own responsibilities. 

The sustainable development thought of the Scientific Outlook on Develop-
ment also contains the experience summary in China’s socialist construction. 
The western industrial civilization was achieved through the continuous exploi-
tation of resources and the endless plunder of nature. This development is not 
sustainable. The CPC’s first generation of leaders had seen this point. However, 
because we were eager to catch up with other countries, it had brought us serious 
waste of resources and ecological destruction. Comrade Deng Xiaoping learned 
the lessons from China’s construction in the early days of the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China. He integrated environmental protection into the 
country’s economic strategy. He had repeatedly stressed that our development 
should not be based on the model of treatment after pollution done by western 
countries. Therefore, Comrade Deng Xiaoping put forward a series of relevant 
environmental protection measures, and pointed out that the environmental 
protection to use science and technology for the first time. In terms of poverty 
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eradication, Deng Xiaoping had always stressed that “poverty is not socialism, 
and socialism is to eradicate poverty” ([8] p. 116). Comrade Deng Xiaoping put 
environmental protection into practice. Jiang Zemin once again increased the 
protection of the environment and ecology from the concept and action. He in-
troduced the western sustainable development concept into China, and began to 
implement the strategy of sustainable development. The idea of sustainable de-
velopment of the Scientific Outlook on Development deepens the sustainable 
development strategy. The word “Eco-civilization” was clearly put forward for 
the first time in the report of the 17th CPC National Congress, and the construc-
tion of Eco-civilization was established as the guiding ideology of the construc-
tion of socialism with Chinese characteristics at the 18th CPC National Con-
gress. The sustainable development of the Scientific Outlook on Development is 
not only considered from the relationship between man and ecology, but also the 
overall requirements of economy, politics, culture and society. Only by coordi-
nating the relationship among economy, politics, culture, society and ecology on 
the whole can we maintain the harmonious relationship among social popula-
tion, natural resources and ecological environment. Xi Jinping’s thought on Ecol- 
civilization enriched and developed the sustainable development thought of the 
Scientific Outlook on Development, and proposed that “the modernization we 
want to build is the modernization of harmonious coexistence between man and 
nature” ([9] p. 40). Xi Jinping’s thought on Eco-civilization further sublimated 
the sustainable development idea of the Scientific Concept of Development. 

3.3. The Theoretical Value of the Basic Approach of Overall  
Consideration 

The basic approach of overall consideration based on China’s reality is the con-
crete embodiment of the basic view of Marxist materialist dialectics in contem-
porary China. However, in the history of the development of Marxism, Marx 
and Engels did not directly discuss the overall consideration as a methodological 
significance. After the October Revolution, Lenin took into account some con-
siderations in dealing with the socialist public ownership economy and other co- 
existing economic forms. But these ideas are different from China’s overall con-
sideration. The basic approach of China’s overall consideration is the sinicized 
Marxist methodology. In Our country, Comrade Mao Zedong did not summar-
ize the meaning of overall consideration, nor did he specifically describe the 
content of the policy of overall consideration. Deng Xiaoping did not explicitly 
mention overall consideration. But a series of ideas of “a two-pronged approach” 
proposed by Deng Xiaoping, as well as the thought of coordinating the devel-
opment relationship between coastal and inland areas, are the embodiment of 
overall consideration. When talking about overall consideration, Jiang Zemin 
pointed out that “the interests of the state, the collective and the individual 
should be taken into account as a whole, and the distribution relationship between 
the state and enterprises, the central and local governments should be straigh-
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tened out” ([10] p. 229). And “the coordinated development of economy, society 
and the environment should be taken into account as a whole” ([11] p. 446). Al-
though these ideas are also scattered, they expand the content of overall consid-
eration as a working method and become a direct source of ideas for the basic 
approach to overall consideration. On the basis of Mao Zedong’s, Deng Xiaop-
ing’s and Jiang Zemin’s thoughts, the overall consideration of the Scientific 
Outlook on Development is further developed and perfected. The basic ap-
proach of overall consideration is also more complete, because in the scientific 
connotation of the Scientific Outlook on Development, apart from clearly pro-
posing that “overall consideration is the basic approach”, there are also three 
contents. And this basic approach is a whole with the other three contents. The 
overall consideration is for the purpose of development, is to adhere to the people- 
oriented core position, and the basic requirement is comprehensive, balanced 
and sustainable. The four aspects complement each other. The thought of overall 
consideration of the Scientific Outlook on Development and the thought of overall 
consideration contained in Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Cha-
racteristics for a New Era are closely linked. The former is the development 
foundation of the latter, which further enriches the former. On the basis of the 
thought of overall consideration of the Scientific Outlook on Development, Com-
rade Xi Jinping proposed in the report of the 19th National Congress of the CPC 
that “overall consideration of development and security” should be taken into 
account. The thought of overall consideration of development and security is a 
further deepening of the overall consideration of the Scientific Outlook on De-
velopment. 

4. Contemporary Practical Value of the Scientific Outlook on  
Development 

4.1. Paying Attention to Ecology and Green Development 

The Scientific Outlook on Development has answered the major questions of 
what kind of development we should achieve and how we should achieve it un-
der the new circumstances. It has also provided important reference for how we 
should achieve development in the face of public health emergencies and major 
natural disasters. SARS broke out in China in 2003. An important lesson from 
the fight against SARS is that “in the process of promoting development, we 
should not only pay attention to economic indicators, but also pay attention to 
cultural, resource and environmental indicators. We need to increase input not 
only in promoting economic growth, but also in promoting social development 
and protecting resources and the environment” ([2] p. 30)]. The formation of 
the Scientific Outlook on Development contains the experience of dealing with 
the SARS epidemic, which is not only a summary of our experience in dealing 
with emergencies, but also the basic requirements for the development of our 
country. Scientific development is not only economic development, but also com-
prehensive social progress. It is the comprehensive economic, political, cultural, 
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social and ecological development. Therefore, in the process of epidemic preven-
tion and control, we should not relax economic recovery and development, but 
also take into account the comprehensive social development and progress. In 
addition, we also summarized the experience of preventing natural disasters in 
the 2008 earthquake relief struggle, that is, “to develop and utilize nature, we 
should first understand nature, respect nature, and act in accordance with the 
laws of nature” ([4] p. 135). Scientific development should be a sustainable and 
coordinated development and a harmonious development between man and na-
ture. Now we have to deal with the global environmental problems. The coun-
termeasures of the sustainable development thought of the Scientific Outlook on 
Development to the climate change at that time are still instructive to the reality. 
We need to rely on China’s development to cope with ecological problems. We 
need to vigorously develop a low-carbon economy and circular economy, advo-
cate green living, build a resource-conserving and environment-friendly society, 
and build an ecological civilization. 

4.2. People’s Interests Be Put First in Epidemic Prevention and  
Control 

When dealing with the SARS epidemic, Comrade Hu Jintao pointed out that 
“We must take the prevention and treatment of SARS as a major issue concern-
ing the health and safety of the people and the overall situation of reform, de-
velopment and stability, and pay close attention to it” ([3] p. 22). This is pre-
cisely why we regard the fundamental interests of the overwhelming majority 
of the people as the fundamental starting point and goal of the work of the 
CPC and the state, and always put the interests of the people first. In addition, 
in the prevention and treatment of SARS, the relationship between the pre-
vention and treatment of SARS and the promotion of economic development 
should be properly handled. We should not relax economic construction while 
preventing and treating SARS because only by promoting economic develop-
ment can we ensure sufficient financial and material resources to prevent and 
control the epidemic, ensure the production and living needs of the people, 
provide a material basis for social stability, and truly guarantee the interests of 
the people. To solve the problem of epidemic prevention and control, we must 
rely on development. The experience of fighting the SARS epidemic provides an 
important reference for China’s current fight against the COVID-19 (Corona 
Virus Disease 2019) epidemic. In the fight against COVID-19, General Secretary Xi 
Jinping has stressed on many occasions that “people’s life and health should 
come first” [12], and the interests of the people are the starting point and foo-
thold of all work. The government has taken the policy of paying all the medical 
expenses of COVID-19 patients to ensure the safety of people’s lives and health 
first. While fighting the epidemic, China can resume work and production con-
ditionally. Practice has proved that China can maintain economic growth during 
the epidemic, which has laid a strong material foundation for good social order. 
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And the benign development of economy and society guarantees the success of 
vaccine research and development in China. The success of vaccine development 
is conducive to epidemic prevention and control, which in turn promotes eco-
nomic development and realizes a virtuous circle of economic and social devel-
opment. When the vaccine is successfully developed, with the material guarantee 
of economic development, China has implemented the policy of free vaccination 
for the masses, which fully reflects that development is the key to solve all prob-
lems. 

4.3. Relying on the Masses and Drawing Wisdom from the Masses  
in Epidemic Prevention and Control Practices 

In the face of the epidemic, what we need to do is to focus on the overall situa-
tion and solve the problems in China’s socialist economic, political, cultural, so-
cial and ecological progress. This requires us to rely on the people, adhere to the 
basic principle of putting people first, and pool the wisdom and strength of the 
whole society and nation to fight the epidemic and build socialism with Chinese 
characteristics. From the time of the war, the masses of the people have always 
been our strong strength to rely on. In the fight against the SARS epidemic, un-
der the leadership of the CPC and the people’s government, we fully relied on 
the people, mobilized them, coordinated the interests, relations and resources of 
all sectors, and relied on the strength and wisdom of the people. We also won 
the victory against the SARS epidemic, which also provides inspiration for the 
fight against the COVID-19 epidemic. Relying on the strength of the masses, 
Wuhan Huoshenshan Hospital and Leishenshan Hospital could be built quickly 
and efficiently. The rapid construction of the two hospitals greatly improved the 
treatment capacity of local hospitals. Behind this “Chinese speed” is the wisdom 
and sweat of tens of thousands of people. China’s achievements in epidemic 
prevention and control could not have been achieved without the concerted ef-
forts of the people at the grass-roots level, especially with the wisdom and strength 
of the community. The community made people know how to prevent and 
control the virus through publicity, met the basic living needs of people quaran-
tined at home through delivery services, implemented risk control of the ep-
idemic in the community, and effectively blocked the spread of the virus by 
tracking cases. In the fight against the epidemic, the wisdom of the masses has 
been fully demonstrated. When the epidemic was severe and supplies were in 
short supply, people came up with ingenious measures to prevent the spread of 
the virus. In the resumption of work and production, the wisdom of the people 
has been brought into play. People have made full use of available resources to 
try every means to resume work and production, which has led to steady econom-
ic recovery and growth. In the fight against the epidemic, China has always put 
people first, relied on the people, gave play to their wisdom and strength, pooled 
their wisdom, and mobilized all forces of the whole society for joint prevention 
and control. Practice has proved that this is the best way to deal with the epi-
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demic. 

4.4. Adhering to the Basic Approach of Overall Consideration  
Consistently in the Construction of Socialism with Chinese  
Characteristics 

At the beginning of this century, the basic approach of overall consideration was 
put forward. It was the fundamental method to correctly understand and deal 
with a series of challenges encountered in socialist modernization. The basic ap-
proach of overall consideration viewed development as a coordinated process, 
and it strived to achieve harmony between the economy and society, and between 
man and nature. By adhering to the basic approach of overall consideration, 
China has overcome a series of development challenges at the beginning of this 
century, consolidated and developed China’s socialist modernization drive, and 
paved the way for China to complete the building of a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects. The basic approach of overall consideration is the scien-
tific methodology we have always adhered to, and we still need to take all factors 
into consideration in our socialist modernization drive with Chinese characte-
ristics in the new era. In building socialism with Chinese characteristics in the 
new era, there are still many major relations. Although the characteristics of 
these major relations have changed over time from those at the beginning of this 
century, we must still adhere to the basic approach of overall consideration to 
handle these major relations. In terms of economic construction, China persists 
in actively promoting supply-side reform, accelerating the development of ad-
vanced manufacturing, implementing the innovation-driven development strat-
egy, improving the efficiency of resource utilization, and effectively alleviating 
the pressure on resources and the environment. In terms of social development, 
we will continue to win the battle against poverty and eliminate poverty, with the 
focus on the rural population. This year, China has lifted itself out of poverty. 
Through the rural revitalization strategy, China’s rural areas are developing ra-
pidly and the gap between urban and rural areas is narrowing. On the coordi-
nated development between regions, China will continue to adhere to the origi-
nal strategy of developing the western region, revitalizing the northeast and ris-
ing the central region. In addition, China has actively promoted the coordinated 
development of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, the development of the Yangtze 
River Economic Belt, the development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area and the integrated development of the Yangtze River Delta. 
We will actively promote balanced development among regions. In international 
affairs, China is committed to an independent foreign policy of peace and ac-
tively promotes to build a global community with a shared future. China’s con-
tribution to the world economy is increasing, especially through the Belt and 
Road Initiative to promote common development of neighboring countries. By 
taking into account the overall situation and focusing on key areas, China’s so-
cialist construction has yielded fruitful results. 
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4.5. Using the Basic Approach of Overall Consideration to Deal  
with Social Emergencies 

Modern society is a risk society. After the west the one-sided emphasis on the 
development of the economic growth pattern, nature and human beings are 
threatened by the irresistible. And with the development of globalization, this 
kind of crisis spreads to the whole world, which is manifested by the increase of 
sudden risks faced by all countries, public health emergencies being one of them. 
In the face of the sudden outbreak, China has learned an important lesson in 
COVID-19 prevention and control by adopting the basic approach of overall 
consideration. First, epidemic prevention and control should be coordinated 
with economic and social development. In the process of epidemic prevention 
and control, China has not only resumed work and production, but also main-
tained a stable social order. At the same time, China has achieved the set goal of 
poverty alleviation and building a moderately prosperous society in all respects. 
In addition to the coronavirus pandemic, our economy has grown in a time of 
economic recession in most countries. This has also promoted our scientific and 
technological innovation, ensured the successful development of COVID-19 vac-
cine, and provided strong material guarantee for the effective fight against the 
epidemic. Secondly, in the process of epidemic prevention and control, the rela-
tionship between individual interests and collective interests, local interests and 
overall interests, as well as current interests and long-term interests should be 
taken into consideration. When COVID-19 spreads in western countries, the pub-
lic in western countries shows a very negative attitude towards the control of the 
epidemic and opposes the government’s policies and measures to control the vi-
rus, which reflects the strong values of individualism among the people in west-
ern countries. In socialist society, personal interests and social and collective in-
terests in the root is consistent. In the process of epidemic prevention and con-
trol, the Chinese people actively responded to the call of the country, stayed at 
home when the epidemic was serious and actively cooperated with the epidemic 
prevention work. People can put the collective interest, the overall interest and 
the long-term interest first. When individual interests conflict with collective in-
terests, individual interests should be subordinated to collective interests. Final-
ly, we need to balance the overall domestic and international situation. China 
has achieved very good results in epidemic prevention and control, fully show-
ing the advantages of China’s socialist system. From the perspective of current 
epidemic prevention and control, the biggest threat facing China’s epidemic 
prevention and control is the importation of foreign cases. Despite the achieve-
ments made at home, China is also actively working with other countries to fight 
the virus. On the one hand, China has actively promoted its successful experience 
in epidemic prevention and control, and on the other hand, announced that Chi-
na’s successful vaccine development will be shared by all mankind. This fully 
shows that China can take into account both the domestic and international sit-
uations, and China is a responsible and responsible major country. 
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5. Conclusion 

The Scientific Outlook on Development is a long-term guiding ideology that must 
be adhered to in developing socialism with Chinese characteristics. The Scientif-
ic Outlook on Development mainly criticized the Western humanism thought 
and the theory of sustainable development. It is the concentrated embodiment of 
the Marxist thought on development, the continuation and development of so-
cialist theories with Chinese characteristics, and the development basis and theo-
retical source of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era. The Scientific Outlook on Development requires paying attention 
to ecology and green development. People’s interests should be put first in epi-
demic prevention and control, and economic development should be promoted 
at the same time. The people-oriented thought of the Scientific Outlook on De-
velopment calls for relying on the masses and drawing wisdom from the masses 
in epidemic prevention and control practices. The basic approach of overall con-
sideration is the methodology consistently adhered to in the construction of so-
cialism with Chinese characteristics. It is our experience to use the basic ap-
proach of overall consideration to deal with social emergencies. In addition, the 
four aspects of the Scientific Outlook on Development are closely related to each 
other, and there is less discussion on the relationship between the four core con-
tents of the Scientific Outlook on Development, which will be strengthened in 
the future. 
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