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Abstract 
Mine Plant 2 is a part of the Ostrava-Karvina Coal District (OKD) that is located in the Czech part of 
the Upper Silesian Basin. The first coal was exhausted from Mine Plant 2 in 1968. The most used 
method of mining so far in this area has been strike longwall mining with controlled caving. Due to 
extensive changes in the surface, which occur as a consequence of deep mining by the method of 
longwall mining with controlled caving, it is not possible to use this method in densely populated 
areas. At the present time, therefore, the trial operation of a new mining method called room and 
pillar is carried out. The method was chosen with the aim to minimize subsidence and deforma-
tions of the surface. The room and pillar mining method has never been used before in the condi-
tions of the OKR, therefore it is necessary to prove the real effect of mining by this method on the 
surface. For this purpose, a surface observation station was designed, consisting of 36 surface 
points. The position and height of all points of the observation station is determined in stages 
three times a year. 
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1. Introduction 
Due to deep mining, movements and deformations of the surface occur. Even though the extraction of coal de-
posits involves the remedy of damages incurred and the reclamation of the surrounding landscape, changes in 
the surface caused by mining are essential and irreversible.  

The essential factor that limits mining activity is the degree to which the objects concerned are affected by it 
on the surface, i.e. the magnitude of movements and deformations of surface objects. With respect to the rela-
tively demanding legislation that regulates consent to mining, the extension of a mining area in a densely popu-
lated area is very difficult. One of the solutions of the conflict of interest of the mining company and the owners 
of real estate is to find a suitable alternative method of mining, which will prove the least effect on the surface. 
For this purpose, the trial operation of the new room and pillar mining method was commenced. The task of the 
trial operation is to prove the usability of this method of mining in the conditions of deep bituminous coal mines 
of the Ostrava-Karvina Coal District. The principle of this method of mining is to leave stable pillars of coal that 
will be the permanent support of the roof, thus avoiding the layering of the roof, and the manifestation of mining 
on the surface will be minimal [1]-[4]. Geodetic monitoring of the surface is carried out simultaneously with 
geo-mechanical monitoring of coal pillars left in place. Within geo-mechanical monitoring, deformometry of the 
overlying rocks of tunnels is carried out, as well as monitoring and measurement of the stress state in the rock 
mass in the conditions in situ, deformometry of coal pillars, loading of installed anchor elements, measurement 
of the convergence of tunnels and seismological monitoring [5]. 

This paper is concerned with geodetic measurements, the purpose of which is the collection of data required 
for the evaluation of surface subsidence that will occur as a result of the effect of the room and pillar mining 
method. The trial operation of this new, not yet approved mining method for coal mining in the area of the OKR 
is carried out in the protective pillar of the shafts Sever (North) of Mining Plant 2. The tunnels of the stope are 
5.2 m wide and 3.5 m high on average. The extent of the stope using the room and pillar method for the year 
2014 is graphically depicted in Figure 1. 

2. Description of the Site 
From the mining-technical point of view, the selected area is not quite ideal for the trial operation of the new 
mining method. Equally as in the other parts of the coal district, the rock mass is relatively much tectonically 
fractured there, with the layers dipping up to 20 degrees and the depth of mining being 750 to 900 metres below 
the ground surface. 

In the protective pillar of the shafts Sever, there is a downcast and an upcast shaft (Figure 1). Deformations of 
the shafts are measured once a year; the methods of measurement are still being developed [6]. Even though it is 
the first mining in the protective pillar of the shafts Sever, this area suffers subsidence of the surface being about 
15 mm a year; the to talsubsidence from the beginning of mining activity is about 630 mm. Therefore, it is nec-
essary to gather a required amount of geodetic data so that it can be possible to prove in the future, what part of 
the value of surface subsidence the effect of mining using the room and pillar method is accounted for, under the 
current effect of longwall mining with controlled caving of coal faces at the efficient distance from the protec-
tive pillar of the shafts Sever [7]-[10]. 

For the purposes of geodetic measurements, an observation station was stabilized on the surface, consisting of 
three aligning bases and surface points in a reclaimed area along the state road 475 and the bridge construction 
of a floating pipeline. The stabilization of surface points was carried out in a manner corresponding to the tech-
nical requirements for the stabilization of points of the vertical point network. In all, twenty seven new surface 
points were stabilized; the observation station also includes points stabilized earlier—six points of the base point 
network of Mine Plant 2 and three points earlier stabilized by the workers of Mine Plant 2 to measure surface 
movements. 

Surface line no. 1 is formed by ten surface points situated in the premises of Mine Plant 2 Sever. Surface line 
no. 2 is formed by nine surface points situated along the access road to Mine Plant 2 Sever around the crossroads 
with the state road no. 475. Surface line no. 3 is formed by ten surface points stabilized in the road shoulder of a 
closed road running along a railroad siding of Advanced World Transport a.s. The observation station also in-
cludes seven surface points stabilized in a reclaimed area-two points were stabilized along the road 475 and five 
points were stabilized into the abutments of the bridge construction of the floating pipeline. The position of all 
points of the observation station is graphically depicted in Figure 1 and Figure 2. 
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Figure 1. Surface pointsof aligning bases and the extent of mining for the year 2014.                                   

3. The Method of Measurement 
In all, three stages of geodetic measurements of the height and position of surface points were carried out in 
2014. The first measurement was made on 2 April 2014, the second one on 29 July 2014 and the third one on 7 
November 2014. 



E. Jiránková et al. 
 

 
40 

 
Figure 2. Graphical depiction of horizontal displacements of surface points.                                           
 

The measurement of the heights of surface points was carried out using geometric levelling from the centre 
between the staffs in the category of precise measurements. A teach stage of measurement, the points of the ob-
servation station were vertically connected from a non-undermined area. The measurements were carried out  
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using an electronic levelling instrument DNA 03 Leica with invar staffs 3 metres long. The mean kilometre error 
given by the manufacturer of this instrument is 0.3 mm. The length of the levelling line, including connection 
from the non-undermined area, is 8.1 km.  

The heights of points of the linear observation station were determined from two independent measurements. 
For each stage of measurement, the characteristics of accuracy were calculated; the mean kilometre error of the 
first stage of measurement carried out on 2 April 2014 is 1.8 mm, the mean kilometre error of the second stage 
of measurement carried out on 29 July 2014 is 1.3 mm and the mean kilometre error of the third stage of meas-
urement carried out on 7 November 2014 is 1.7 mm. 

The measurement of the position of surface points was carried out on aligning bases using traverses oriented 
and connected on both sides. The accuracy of the measurement of traverses was in the category of precise 
measurements. For precise measurement, an instrument TCR 1201 Leica with accessories was used. The pa-
rameters of accuracy given by the manufacturer of this instrument are 1 mm for length measurement with a 
prismatic reflection system, 0.3 mg on for measuring horizontal angles in one position of the telescope and 0.3 
mg on as well for measuring vertical angles. Connection to S-JTSK was carried out using the points of the end 
sides of traverses, which were surveyed by the GNSS method. The position of all seven surface points stabilized 
in the reclaimed area was also measured by the GNSS method. 

Of the GNSS methods, a rapid static method was used, with the time of observance being approximately 20 
minutes at one point. At each point it was necessary to measure at least one repeated independent measurement. 
An independent measurement is considered to be a new surveying of the position of points by the same method 
with the lapse of time of at least 1 hour. The accuracy of this method depends on instantaneous atmospheric 
conditions and disturbing effects of the environment, if any. The accuracy of this method ranges in values of the 
order of around 3 mm in the position of the determined point. Measurement was carried out using an instrument 
RX1250XC Leica with an antenna ATX 1230 and accessories. 

4. The Results of Measurement 
The results of vertical and horizontal measurement were used to determine subsidence and displacements of 
surface points. Subsidence is the vertical component of the spatial movement of the surface point and is deter-
mined as the difference between the heights of the same point over a certain period of time. The mean error of 
subsidence was calculated as the root of the quadratic sum of mean kilometre errors determined from the indi-
vidual stages of measurement. Displacement is the horizontal component of the spatial movement of the surface 
point and is determined over a certain period of time from the difference of the position of the point measured at 
the beginning and at the end of the period of time. The vector of displacement is governed by its magnitude and 
the bearing in S-JTSK. The mean error of horizontal displacements was calculated as the root of the quadratic 
sum of the mean horizontal errors determined from the individual stages of measurement. 

Subsidence and displacements determined by the values exceeding the confidential interval are designated as 
proved with an appropriate risk. The confidential interval with a 5% risk was determined as the double the mean 
error of subsidence and displacements. Both the subsidence and the displacements of aligning bases 2 and 3 and 
the points of the reclaimed area were with the 5% risk; only displacements with the 5% risk were proved for the 
surface points of aligning base 1. A graphical depiction of subsidence is given in Figures 3-6 and displacements 
are shown in Figure 2. 

5. Interpretation of the Results 
The surface observation station was stabilized and surveyed at the beginning of mining in the protective pillar of 
the shafts using the room and pillar method. An uplift of the points of aligning base 1, with the values ranging 
from 1.9 to 3.2 mm, has been identified from the second measurement of heights of surface points (Figure 3). 
The results of the third measurement of heights show evident subsidence of surface points of aligning base 1 as 
compared to the second stage, yet points 1 to 7 show uplift, as compared to the first stage of measurement. In 
relation to the length of the traverse connected to the non-undermined area, it was not possible to prove these 
low values of uplifts by the method of measurement. Subsidence of the surface points of aligning bases 2 and 3 
and the surface points stabilized in the reclaimed area has been proved by the method of measurement and their 
values correspond to the intensity and extent of strike longwall mining with controlled caving (Figures 4-6). 

The protective pillar of the shafts is constructed using the pillar angle, which is steeper relative to the critical  
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Figure 3. Graphical depiction of subsidence of surface points of aligning base 1.                  

 

 
Figure 4. Graphical depiction of subsidence of surface points of aligning base 2.                  

 

 
Figure 5. Graphical depiction of subsidence of surfacepoints of aligning base 3.                  
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Figure 6. Graphical depiction of subsidence of surface points stabilized in therec- 
laimed area.                                                           

 
angle of influence. Therefore, the effect of surrounding mining is partially manifested in the protective pillar of 
the shafts. The surface in the area of the protective pillar is thus affected both by surrounding mining and by 
mining in the protective pillar using the room and pillar method. In order to separate the effect of room and pil-
lar mining from the overall effect of mining on the surface in the area of the protective pillar, it was necessary to 
design the surface observation station so that it could be possible to evaluate also the effect of mining that takes 
place at the effective distance from the protective pillar. At the same time, it was necessary to measure not only 
the subsidence of surface points, but the whole vector of movement, i.e. also the horizontal displacement. Based 
on the results of measurement, a refined theoretical model of subsidence troughs formed around the protective 
pillar can be developed and the effect of surrounding mining on the surface in the area of the protective pillar 
can be determined. Then it will be possible to separate the effect of the room and pillar mining method itself on 
the surface.  

The results obtained clearly show that in the first year of trial operation of the new mining method, the body 
of the protective pillar was drawn towards the centre of gravity of the stope of active strike longwall mining with 
controlled caving in coal seam 33 (Figure 2). The stope in coal seam 33 includes coal face 332,203, which is 
located at the effective distance from the protective pillar and was mined during the first year of trial operation. 
This fact is shown by the directions of the vectors of displacements of surface points of aligning base 1 and sur-
face points stabilized in the reclaimed area, which generally aim towards the centre of gravity of the stope. An-
other active strike longwall mining with controlled caving takes place in coal seam 37. The stope in coal seam 
37 also includes coal face 371,200/3, which was mined during the first year of trial operation of the new mining 
method. The vectors of displacements of surface points of aligning bases 2 and 3 generally aim towards the cen-
tre of gravity of the stope in coal seam 37 (Figure 2). Based on these findings it can be presumed that a subsi-
dence trough is being formed above the stope in coal seam 37 at the time of mining coal face 371200/3, the 
slope of which has a minimum effect on the movement of surface points of aligning base 1 and thus also on the 
area of the surface of the protective pillar of the shafts. 

6. Conclusions 
The room and pillar method of mining has never been used in the Ostrava-Karvina Coal District. The aim of 
trial operation is to prove the possibility of using the technology of room and pillar mining in the conditions of 
the OKR and to achieve consent of the State Mining Administration to the implementation of the new mining 
method on the basis of results. A great asset would then be the use of this method of mining in heavily devel-
oped areas. 

The purpose of geodetic measurement is to collect data required for the evaluation of surface subsidence that 
will occur as a consequence of the effect of the room and pillar mining method in the protective pillar of the 
shafts Sever of the Mine Plant 2. With respect to the expected values of movements of surface points, the 
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method of measurement of both the position and the height of the observed points was chosen in the category of 
precise measurements. The objective of geodetic measurements is to prove the real effect of the room and pillar 
mining method on the surface. 
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