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Abstract 
The construction of Application-oriented Colleges and universities is a new 
mission entrusted to higher education by economic and social development. 
At present, there are a series of problems in the construction of applica-
tion-oriented universities, such as inadequate understanding of the connota-
tion of application-oriented universities, unclear development orientation, 
and ineffective evaluation methods. It can effectively strengthen the construc-
tion of Application-oriented Colleges and universities by inheriting and car-
rying forward the excellent tradition of running schools, defining the devel-
opment goals and positioning, constructing the discipline and specialty sys-
tem, and improving the connotation construction level of colleges and univer-
sities. 
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1. Introduction 

It is a major decision-making deployment of the country to guide some local 
undergraduate universities to transform into application-oriented universities. 
Its connotation is to promote the universities to really transfer the ideas of run-
ning schools to serve the local economic and social development. Applica-
tion-oriented universities are not only different from the traditional academic 
universities, but also different from Higher Vocational Colleges, which is the 
new mission given to higher education by the economic and social development. 
After more than 20 years of rapid development, China has established the largest 
higher education system in the world. The gross enrollment rate of higher edu-
cation has reached 48.1%. China is about to enter the popularization stage from 
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the popularization stage of higher education. Under the background of popula-
rization, how to effectively improve the quality of talent training, highlight the 
characteristics of running a school, and how to combine talent training, scientif-
ic research and social needs closely become a new proposition that colleges and 
universities need to answer (Pan & Che, 2009). 

2. The Proposal of Application-Oriented University 

In recent years, the Application-oriented Education has aroused extensive atten-
tion in the field of education. Some universities have also carried out educational 
and teaching discussion activities for the Application-oriented Education and 
the construction of application-oriented universities. Some universities have also 
written the construction of Application-oriented Universities into the 13th five 
year development plan, which is to meet the needs of the development of the 
times and the development of higher education itself. 

With the rapid development of economy and society, the structural contradic-
tion of higher education has become more prominent, which has brought about 
serious problems of homogeneity. The characteristics of running a school are 
not obvious, the standards and quality of personnel training have not been im-
proved, and the problems of difficult employment and low quality of employ-
ment have not been effectively alleviated. 

In 2018, the National Conference on undergraduate education of colleges and 
universities in the new era was held to further deploy and implement the basic 
task of cultivating talents through morality, implement 40 higher education items 
in the new era, and draw important “construction drawings” for talent training 
in Colleges and universities. Chen Baosheng said that application-oriented uni-
versities should also strengthen first-class undergraduate education (Zhang, 
2017). Building a strong country of higher education needs all kinds of talents. A 
large number of Application-oriented Colleges and universities in China should 
follow the development of the times and serve the local needs according to the 
school running tradition, location advantages and resource conditions, so as to 
develop their own characteristics and strive for the first class in the cultivation of 
application-oriented talents. 

In 2019, Xi Jinping stressed at the national education conference that we 
should enhance the ability of education to serve the economic and social devel-
opment, adjust and optimize the regional layout, discipline structure and profes-
sional setup of universities, establish and improve the dynamic adjustment me-
chanism of disciplines and specialties, promote the collaborative innovation of 
industry, University and research, and actively participate in the implementation 
of the innovation driven development strategy, focusing on cultivating innova-
tive, compound and applied talents. 

The above two important conferences put forward higher requirements for 
the construction of application-oriented undergraduate colleges, It also has a 
more clear guidance to effectively solve the problem of seeking perfection and 
homogeneity in higher education. It provides practical theoretical guidance for 

https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2020.86029


Y. Liu et al. 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/jss.2020.86029 389 Open Journal of Social Sciences 
 

some colleges and universities that are ready to realize the transformation of ap-
plication-oriented university, and has practical significance for further defining 
the development orientation and talent training orientation of colleges and uni-
versities. 

3. The Problems in the Construction of Applied  
Undergraduate Colleges and Universities 

3.1. Inadequate Understanding of the Application-Oriented  
Connotation 

For a long time, scholars in the field of education have divided the types of 
school running from research type, teaching research type and teaching type, 
which also reflects the level of school running and the ecological niche of the 
level. Therefore, with the transformation and development of Application-oriented 
Colleges and universities, some colleges and universities do not have a deep un-
derstanding of the “application-oriented” concept (Xu, 2017). In terms of ideo-
logical understanding, there is a misunderstanding that “application-oriented 
colleges” are simply regarded as “Vocational Colleges”, or that “applica-
tion-oriented” is opposite to “Teaching and research-oriented”. 

3.2. The Development Orientation Is Not Clear 

For a university, the orientation of development type is relatively fixed in a rela-
tively long period, which is a description of development vision. Although some 
transformation colleges and universities have made clear the development 
orientation of application-oriented university, the development ideas, develop-
ment goals, operation modes, personnel training modes, scientific research and 
other orientations matching the development orientation have not been adjusted 
with the transformation development (Li, 2016), and the level of connotation 
construction has not been significantly improved, which makes the transforma-
tion development become a slogan type transformation, and has not realized a 
substantial transformation Type construction. 

3.3. Connotation Construction and Application-Oriented  
Construction Are Not Synchronized 

The construction of application-oriented university is to rely on their own 
school running characteristics and improve the service to the local economic and 
social development. However, in the process of transformation, some colleges 
and universities are not in a fast pace of reform in school local cooperation, 
school enterprise cooperation, teachers’ team construction, talent training pro-
gram and curriculum system reform, school governance structure and other as-
pects, which fails to keep pace with the application-oriented construction. 

3.4. The Targeted Evaluation Method Has Not Been Effectively  
Established 

With the deep development of the transformation and reform of colleges and 
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universities, some colleges and universities are actively exploring the construc-
tion of transformation and development, but in the process of development, re-
stricted by the policy system, the traditional way of appropriation and the tradi-
tional evaluation system, the reform efforts need to be further strengthened. 

4. The Construction Path of Application-Oriented University  
4.1. Truly Grasp the Essence of Application-Oriented Construction  

and Reach a Consensus on Development 

Consensus is the driving force for development. Only when the majority of 
teachers and workers have a clear understanding of the application-oriented 
construction and reach a consensus on the largest range of transformation and 
development, can they form a joint force and get twice the result with half the 
effort. For example, Heilongjiang Bayi Agricultural Reclamation University has 
reached a consensus on the transformation and development of applica-
tion-oriented undergraduate universities among teachers and students through 
the education and teaching discussion activities. It is recognized that the trans-
formation and development of Application-oriented Undergraduate Universities 
and teaching and research-oriented universities are not changes in the level of 
school running, but changes in different dimensions, both of which need 
high-level development. The differences are the key points of school running, 
governance system, governance structure, etc. The adjustment is to highlight the 
characteristics of the school and realize the differential development. In order to 
achieve high-level development, we must go out of the ivory tower, integrate 
with local governments, enterprises and industries in a deeper level, effectively 
improve the ability to serve regional economic development, and truly make 
contribution for development come true (Yao, 2016). 

4.2. Inherit and Carry Forward the Excellent School Running  
Tradition 

Generally, the application-oriented colleges and universities have inextricable 
historical origins with local enterprises or industries, and have condensed and 
formed certain school running characteristics and relatively distinct culture. 
How to carry forward the excellent school running spirit and culture in the 
transformation and development is a problem that colleges and universities need 
to study in depth (Zong, 2013). For example, Heilongjiang Bayi Agricultural 
Reclamation University and Heilongjiang Agricultural Reclamation co-exist and 
share the same origin and prosperity. Over the past 60 years, it has provided all 
kinds of talents and practical advanced technologies for the development and 
construction of Beidahuang. With the deepening of the reform of agricultural 
reclamation, how to expand the new connotation of Beidahuang spirit and create 
a modern corporate culture on the premise of inheriting and developing Beida-
huang spirit is the integration development of both schools’ and enterprises’ 
strong pull and power of collaborative innovation. 
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4.3. Make Clear the Development Goal and Orientation in  
Combination with the Requirements of Application-Oriented  
Transformation 

Application-oriented colleges and universities more emphasize the service, the 
specific service-oriented, in a certain sense can become the school characteris-
tics, but its core is the level of service and effectiveness. The construction of Ap-
plication-oriented Colleges and universities is to focus on serving the economic 
and social development. Therefore, it is necessary to adjust the school running 
objectives, school running orientation, talent training orientation and mode, 
scientific research orientation, service-oriented orientation, etc., to really trans-
fer the school running mode to the deep integration of production and educa-
tion, the comprehensive cooperation between schools and enterprises, and to re-
ally transfer the talent training focus to the application-oriented technical and 
skilled talents Turn to enhancing students’ ability of employment and entrepre-
neurship (Chen, 2013). 

4.4. Build a Discipline and Professional System Matching the  
Application-Oriented Construction 

The application-oriented undergraduate university is to provide applied talents, 
applied science and technology, and scientific and technological achievements 
for regional economic and social development. Therefore, the application-oriented 
university should comprehensively and deeply analyze the demand of social de-
velopment and industrial development for talents and science and technology, 
Then adjust the structure of disciplines and specialties, set up the direction of 
specialties flexibly, adjust the personnel training mode in time, reform the per-
sonnel training program, add practice practice links, improve students’ practical 
ability and innovation and creation ability, and train applied innovative talents 
for social development (Li, 2012). At the same time, according to the needs of 
personnel training, we should increase the construction of double teacher teach-
ers, improve the experimental practice ability of teachers, and ensure close con-
nection with social and industrial development. 

4.5. Improve the Connotation Construction Level of Colleges and  
Universities 

Although the connotation construction has been widely written into the school 
constitution and development plan, it is the pain point of the development of 
colleges and universities to put the connotation construction in practice. The 
application-oriented colleges and universities focus on the integration of indus-
try and education and the cooperation between schools and enterprises, empha-
sizing the service of social development and industrial development (Zhao, 
2012). No matter the service of society or the service industry, efforts should be 
made to produce highlights and create models, but in the final analysis, it de-
pends on the connotation construction of the school, especially the level of dis-
cipline construction. There is no high-level research team, no high-level research 
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platform, no important scientific research achievements that can be converted 
into actual benefits, no high-level service. Therefore, condensing the characteris-
tics of running a school is not only to “write it out”, but more importantly to 
“make it out”. 

4.6. Actively Adjust the Application-Oriented University  
Evaluation System 

For a long time, the national evaluation of colleges and universities has become 
the baton of the development and construction of colleges and universities. With 
the construction of Application-oriented Colleges and universities, the focus of 
talent training and scientific research in Colleges and universities will inevitably 
change from basic to practical, and talent training will change from theory 
oriented to coordinated development of theory and practice (Wang & Wang, 
2019). Scientific research will also change from basic research to applied re-
search. Therefore, it is not completely accurate to evaluate the running situation 
of Application-oriented Universities with the traditional evaluation system, so it 
is necessary to build a coordinated evaluation system with the construction of 
Application-oriented Universities in time. 

Since 2015, with the “The guiding opinions on guiding the transformation of 
some local ordinary colleges and universities into application-oriented universi-
ties” issued, the transformation and construction of application-oriented univer-
sities has gradually entered a good situation, and the structural spear shield of 
talent training and economic and social needs has been alleviated, but the go-
vernance structure, discipline and professional system, curriculum design and 
teacher structure of universities have been relieved It needs all-round and syste-
matic design and reform, which needs to be explored and improved gradually in 
the process of practical operation. 
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