i . Open Journal of Social Sciences, 2020, 8, 242-251
gg'segat:,gﬁ https://www.scirp.org/journal/jss
¢ Publishing ISSN Online: 2327-5960
ISSN Print: 2327-5952

*
9.
(X

N/
&

Gender-Based Violence in Mali:
A Hidden Disaster in Schools

F. Dembélé?*, Z. Keita?*, S. Goita3, O. Sylla*

!Centre National d’Appui a la lutte contre la Maladie, Bamako, Mali

“Independent Health Consultant, Rabies Association in West Africa (RIWA-Mali), Bamako, Mali
*Social Science Consultant, Policy Analyst and Population and Health Programs, Bamako, Mali
“Reference Health Center of Youwarou, Regional Directorate of Health of Mopti, Bamako, Mali

Email: *kitafilani@gmail.com, *zakariakeital 0@gmail.com

How to cite this paper: Dembélé, F., Keita, Abstract

Z., Goita, S., & Sylla, O. (2020). Gend-

er-Based Violence in Mali: A Hidden Dis-  Introduction: Violence against girls has always been considered as a factor of
aster in Schools. Open journal of Social  deschooling in French-speaking Sub-Saharan Africa. It is often inadequately
Sciences, 8,242-251.

reflected in Education for all policies and programs. The objective is to study
https://doi.org/10.4236/js5.2020.82019

the frequency and characteristics of gender-based violence at the tertiary vo-
Received: September 30, 2019 cational training institute (IFP-TER) in Kayes/Mali. Methodology: The sur-

Accepted: February 25, 2020 vey was conducted for four months (September 1 to December 30, 2012). A

Published: February 28, 2020 descriptive cross-sectional study was conducted in the establishment of

Copyright © 2020 by author(s) and IFP-TER Kayes. The study population consists of all the girls in the school.

Scientific Research Publishing Inc. Extensive sampling was done. Individual interviews were conducted and data
This work is licensed under the Creative entered on the Epidata 3.1 software and analyzed on SPSS version 16.0. Re-

Commons Attribution International

License (CC BY 4.0).
. . o . .
http://creativecommons.ore/licenses/by/a.o;  violence. Of the girls who were abused, 52.4% experienced sexual violence,

77% experienced physical violence, and 47.4% experienced emotional abuse.

The vast majority of assaults took place at school (50.9%) and 40% in host

sults: 357 girls were surveyed, of whom 336 experienced at least one form of

families of students. Of the girls surveyed, 77% said they were victims of
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1. Introduction

The United Nations defines violence against women as “all acts of violence di-
rected against the female sex, and causing or likely to cause physical, sexual or
psychological harm or suffering, including the threat of such acts, arbitrary de-
privation of liberty, whether in public life or in private life” (Etude approfondie
de toutes les formes de violence a I égard des femmes, 2006). This definition ob-
scures gender violence in schools, which is a major public health problem. Ac-
cording to UN estimates, 35% of women in the world have experienced physical
and/or sexual violence (not counting sexual harassment) at some points in their
lives. This percentage rises to 70% in some national studies (ONU Femmes, s.
d.).

While educational institutions are recognized as places of learning, develop-
ment and empowerment, schools are too often places of discrimination and vi-
olence, especially towards girls. In 2004, UNICEF’s report on the state of the
world’s children indicated that “sexual, physical and psychological violence per-
petrated by teachers against girls is common”. Two years later, in 2006 the UN
Secretary-General’s report on violence against children also reported numerous
school-related violence, such as corporal punishment, harassment, ill-treatment
and abuse sexual violence (Devers et al., 2012). Field surveys carried out in
schools in sub-Saharan Africa indicate that gender-based violence is widespread
and daily, affecting girls in the first place. The specificity of sexual violence in
schools is that it is recognized as one of the causes of girls’ school dropout.

In Mali, 83.3% of adults and 82.5% of children cited corporal punishment as
one of the main forms of physical violence in school. In addition to this form of
violence, school could also be the place of gender-based violence. Sexual harass-
ment of a teacher on a student is by far the most cited type of sexual violence
(71.1%). Emotional abuse has adverse effects on the child’s personal and emo-
tional development, with self-esteem (29.7%) and depression (47.5%) among
respondents (Antonowicz, 2010).

The negative consequences on the school performance of the victims of these
abuses are multiple, the pupils lose interest for their studies, have difficulties to
concentrate, abstain from participating in class, develop tendencies depressive
and sometimes suicidal. The objective is to study the frequency and characteris-
tics of gender-based violence at the “Institut de Formation Professionnelle Ter-
tiaire (IFP-TER)” of Kayes in Mali.

2. Methodology

A descriptive cross-sectional study was conducted for four months (1 September
to 30 December 2012) in the IFP-TER of Kayes.

The study population consists of all the girls in the school. Were included all
IFP-TER girls who accepted the survey conditions, who attended at the “Institut
de Formation Professionnelle Tertiaire (IFP-TER)” of Kayes from 2011 to 2012
school year. The IFP-TER of Kayes is an establishment located in the center of
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the city of Kayes receiving students as well as professionals coming from all ho-
rizons. The objective of the institute is to provide vocational training which is a
learning process that enables an individual to acquire the skills (skills and com-
petences) necessary for the practice of a professional activity. It is in principle
related to the world of work.

For the realization of the study we used a pre-coded and pre-test question-
naire inspired by the one used in the research action on gender equity conducted
in 2008 by Ahlem Belhadj and Feika Bagbag to the delegation of the national of-
fice of the family and the population (ONFP) of Douar Hicher (Belhadj & Bag-
dad, 2008). This questionnaire has been adapted to the issue of violence and
dropout of girls from IFP-TER Kayes. The data collected by the questionnaire
related to the socio-demographic characteristics of girls and abusers, violence
experienced by girls. The information was collected on forms with questions that
participants should answer during an individual interview. These data were en-
tered on the software Epi data 3.1 and analyzed on SPSS version 16.0.

Ethical considerations

We have obtained the authorization by sending a correspondence to the
school management for the conduct of the survey with a copy of the question-
naire. Participation in the survey was voluntary; the girls verbally gave consent
to participation. The information from the interview with the participants was
confidential, anonymity was guaranteed no volunteer was identifiable from these

questionnaires.

3. Results

Three hundred and fifty-seven (357) girls were interviewed for this study, 336
(94%) of whom were abused.

Sociodemographic characteristics of female students

The average age of the victims was 18.9 years with extremes of 15 and 23
years. Half (50.4%) of our study population was from the city of Kayes. They at-
tended classes 1, 2, 3 and 4 respectively in 19.9%, 28.3%, 23% and 28.8%.

Singles were the majority in the study population with 69.5% followed by
married women (16.5%). In our study population, 60.2% had a close relative as
guardian and 35.9% as a distant parent. The majority of female students (53.5%)
shared their room with other family members (Table 1).

Sociodemographic characteristics of abusers

The average age of sex offenders was 31.8 years with extremes of 19 and 68
years. Primary, secondary and higher levels were respectively 15%, 45% and
26.8%. Among the abusers were smokers (15.3%) and drug addicts (2.9%). The
boyfriends were designated as aggressors in 32.6% of cases, and teachers in
31.3% of cases and close relatives in 18.2% of cases (Table 2).

The assailants of physical abuse were at primary, secondary and higher levels
in 14.5%, 40% and 29%, respectively. Abusers taught victims (32%) (Table 3).

The assailants of physical abuse were at primary, secondary and higher levels in

DOI: 10.4236/jss.2020.82019

244 Open Journal of Social Sciences


https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2020.82019

F. Dembélé et al.

16.7%, 41.9% and 27.8% respectively. The perpetrators taught the victims
(31.5%) (Table 4).

Characteristics of violence

The majority of girls were victims of some types of violence (94.3%). From the

girls who were abused, 52.4% have had sexual violence, 77% physical violence,

Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics of female students.

Caracteristics Modalities Number %
Origin Kayes 180 50.4
Hors Kayes 177 49.6
Classes 1 71 19.9
2 101 28.3
3 82 23.0
4 103 28.8
Marital status Single 248 69.5
Fiancee 41 11.5
Married 59 16.5
Concubinage 1 0.3
Divorcee 8 2.2
Place of dormitory Alone in the room 147 41.2
Living room 19 53
With others 191 53.5
Tutor of the students Close relatives 215 60.2
Distant relatives 128 35.9
Friend 12 34
Alone 2 0.5

Table 2. Sociodemographic characteristics of the abuser of sexual violence.

Caracteristics Modalities Number %
Level of education of the Primary 47 15
abuser

Secondary 141 45

University 84 26.8

Alphabetized/Koranic School 32 10.2

No 9 2.9

Relationship between the Parent/Tutor 57 18.2

victim and the aggressor

Teacher 98 31.3

Co-landlord 35 11.2

Boyfriend 102 32.6

No relation 21 6.7
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Table 3. Sociodemographic characteristics of the abusers of physical violence.

Caracteristics Modalities Number %
Level of education of the Primary 40 14.5
abuser
Secondary 110 40
University 80 29.1
Alphabetized/Koranic School 34 12.4
No 11 4
Relationship between the Parent/Tutor 48 17.5
victim and the aggressor
Teacher 88 32
Co-landlord 22 8
Boyfriend 107 38.9
No relation 10 3.6

Table 4. Sociodemographic characteristics of abusers of psychological violence.

Caracteristics Modalities Number %
Level of education of the Primary 45 16.7
abuser

Secondary 113 41.9

University 75 27.8

Alphabetized/Koranic School 28 104

No 9 3.3

Relationship between the Parent/Tutor 25 9.3
victim and the aggressor

Teacher 85 31.5

Co-landlord 24 8.9

Boyfriend 70 25.9

No relation 66 24.4

and 47.4% emotional abuse. The vast majority of aggressions took place at
school (50.9%) and 40% in host families of students. Of the girls surveyed, 77%
said they were victims of physical violence, jostling; punches and slaps as types
of violence with 69.1%; 40.7% and 36.4%. Girls were victims of sexual violence
52.4% of cases, threats and harassment were the most cited with respectively
75.1% and 74.8%; rape was cited in 41.9% of cases. The blackmail predominated
among victims of psychological violence (81.5%) (Table 5).

4. Discussion

Almost all girls in school have experienced some types of gender-based violence.
This study has highlighted the extent of gender-based violence occurring in all
areas of life: the family, school and the street.

The limit of this study is that it does not allow to extrapolating the results at

the national level since there was not a sampling on the whole territory, which is
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Table 5. Characteristics of the violence.

Caracteristics Modalities Number %
Violence Yes 315 94.3

No 19 5.7
Types of violence Sexual 165 52.4
Physical 243 77
Psychological 149 47.4
Places of aggression School 160 50.9
Family 126 40

Street 29 9.1
Types of sexual violence Sexual harassmen 234 74.8
Rape 131 41.9

Sexual intercourse deemed humiliating 20 6.4

Threat of the aggressor 235 75.1
Types of physical violence Knocking with the fist/object 112 40.7
Slap/throw an object 100 36.4
Throttle/burn 56 20.4

Push/shake 190 69.1
Threaten with a knife 42 15.3
Kick/beat, drag 95 34.5
Types of psychological Refuse to speak 190 70.4
vielence Insulting/guilty 156 57.8
Humiliation/ frustration 110 40.7
Blackmail 220 81.5

immense with a multicultural population.

The average age of the victims was 18.9 years higher in the study conducted in
Ivory Coast where the average was 16 years (N'GUESSAN et al., 2004). The
study conducted in Tambacounda, Senegal found 26.5 + (10.08) years as the av-
erage age of the abused (Leye et al., 2017). During the pubertal period in the girl,
her body is in full change becoming the object of attraction for young boys and
adults. In addition, in the African context, during this period of life, children
usually go shopping instead of parents and, in a solitary situation, the opportu-
nity is given to the abuser to commit sexual violence (Buambo-Bamanga et al.,
2005). As in our series, most authors (NGUESSAN et al., 2004; Traore et al.,
2010) reported high rates of teenage sexual assault. This could be explained by
their high vulnerability marked by the advanced age of the aggressors compared
to the victims. Indeed, the average age of sexual abusers was 31.8 years. This fact
is almost similar to that observed in Tambacounda, Senegal, which is 32.5 +
(13.8) years old (Leye et al., 2017). In addition to the age difference, there is
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another factor of vulnerability, such as internally displaced students from the
north of the country.

According to our study, 313/357 (87.7%) cases of sexual violence were rec-
orded, of which 270/357 (75.6%) girls experienced all three types of violence. In
Senegal 9.6% of high school and college students say they have been “bothered
by sex stories” and among this population 62% are girls (Coulibaly, 2013). In the
cross-country analysis of the baseline study in Ghana, Kenya, and Mozambique,
a sexual abuse rate of 29.8% was found in Kenya, 29.3% in Mozambique, and
22.6% in Ghana (Unicef, 2012). A study conducted by MBassa Menick in Ca-
meroon in 2001 in urban areas gave 16% of girls mention cases of sexual abuse.
Moreover, studies reveal that the Burundian school community is the victim of
gender stereotypes and sexual violence with its corollary of pregnancies (2356
cases in primary and 2351 cases in high school in 2014), early and unwanted
marriages (Nsengiyumva, 2018). In one of the states of Southern India, a survey
of school-aged girls also showed that they were exposed to harassment (Etude
approfondie de toutes les formes de violence a I égard des femmes, 2006).

In the Transnational Analysis report of the baseline study in Ghana, Kenya,
and Mozambique, a physical violence rate of 83.6% was found in Kenya, 59.7%
in Mozambique, and 78.2% in Ghana (Unicef, 2012). In Ethiopia, 21% of urban
schoolchildren and 64% of rural schoolchildren reported ecchymosis and gibb-
ous on their bodies because of parental punishment (Ketsela & Kebede, 1997).

According to our study 270/357 (%) girls were victims of psychological abuse.
In the transnational analysis of the baseline study in Ghana, Kenya, and Mo-
zambique it was found a rate of psychological violence of 34.2% in Kenya, 31.5%
in Mozambique, and 62.6% in Ghana (Unicef, 2012). The practice of threatening
children to abandon or lock them out varied considerably from country to
country. In the Philippines, for example, 48 percent of mothers reported threat-
ening their children to abandon them for punishment. In Chile, only about 8%
of mothers reported using blackmail (WHO & UNAIDS, 2002); this type of vi-
olence was the most found in our study (81.5%).

The place of sexual assault was 50.9% for school and 40% for families in our
study. Sexual pressure against girls is frequently exercised by adults outside
schools, in 30% of cases (Coulibaly, 2013). Young girls feel trapped because ei-
ther they cannot find refuge at home or at school, which must be places of edu-
cation and emancipation. A study conducted by MBassa Menick in Cameroon in
2001 in urban areas showed that 15% of cases reported abuse (touching and
rape) occurred in the school setting (Menick, 2002). In an educational space in
Ecuador, 22% of adolescent girls reported having been sexually abused at school
(Correia & Bronkhorst, 2000). A study by Human Rights Watch on violence in
eight schools in South Africa found that violence and sexual harassment against
girls was endemic in many schools. Girls were raped in toilets, dormitories, and
empty classrooms (Human Rights Watch (Organization) & George, 2001).

In our study, sex aggressors were teachers (31.3%). Similar in other studies,
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school is the most common place where many young women risk sexual coer-
cion and harassment. Indeed, in Zimbabwe, a retrospective study of child sexual
abuse cases reported over eight years (1990-1997) found high rates of sexual vi-
olence perpetrated by teachers in rural primary schools. Many of the victims
were girls aged 11 to 13, and penetrative sex was the most common type of sex-
ual abuse (Nhundu & Shumba, 2001).

In our study, rapes accounted for 41.9%. At the global level, this fact is de-
scribed in other studies where many women report that their first sexual expe-
rience was forced: 24% in rural Peru, 28% in Tanzania, 30% in rural Bangladesh
and 40% in South Africa (Organisation mondiale de la santé, 2005). These sexual
acts suffered as rapes denote the extreme severity of the violence making it more
difficult to medical and psychosocial care of the victim. The rape could also have
a consequence of unwanted pregnancy and sexual transmitted infections like
HIV (Heise et al., 2002). Thus, during consultations, it is essential that the health
care team keep from having any judgment or support that is too partisan and
that can hinder the care of the victim. Violence against women is a phenomenon
of sexist discrimination, incompatible with the principles of human rights
(“Violence against women”, 2020).

Therefore, the prevention of gender-based violence is essential at school. Educa-
tion of youths, sensitization of victims to lodge a complaint, political engagement
and justice could contribute to reduce gender-based violence. Crooks and al pre-
vention of intimate partner violence among adolescents and young adults is a key
strategy for reducing rates of gender-based violence (Crooks et al., 2019).

We must continuously think of developing new intervention in school and

university using new technologies of information and communication.

5. Conclusion

In this study, the majority of girls experienced some form of violence (94.3%), of
which 77% had been physically abused, 52.4% had sexual violence and 47.4%
had emotional abuse. These results demonstrate the problem of this scourge at
the level of the Institut de Formation Professionnelle Tertiaire (IFP-TER) of
Kayes especially since half of the violence had taken place in the school. This
situation should encourage the education and health authorities to carry out
awareness-raising activities among youths in order to reduce violence in schools.
Therefore, it is crucial to develop and evaluate interventions of preventing gend-

er-based violence in school.
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