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Abstract 
This paper aims to explain the effects of immigration on the overall crime rate and in the six most 
significant categories of crime in Saudi Arabia, being drugs activity, theft, murder, assault, alcohol 
and outrageous issues, during a ten-year period from 2003 to 2012, in all thirteen administrative 
provinces, as well as establish the provinces most affected by criminal activities of immigrants 
during this period. In our finding, no positive association between immigrants and criminal cases 
was noted. It is clearly visible that the highest rate of overall criminal activities is in the south, 
north and Makkah areas, where there is high probability of illegal immigrants, supporting the ba-
sic criminological theory that areas with high levels of immigrants also experience high rates of 
crime. The study provides suggestions to the Saudi government, policy and decision makers, and 
immigration authorities, which could assist in reducing crimes perpetrated by immigrants. 
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1. Introduction 
Communities worldwide suffer the effects of crime and the deterrence of crime has become one of the most im-
portant global tasks, along with the concern for public security [1]. How immigration affects and increases the 
crime rates has historically been an important consideration in criminological theory and is a major concern of 
political and public discourse and debate on immigration policy [2]. Immigration and crime are not only a cur-
rent issue in politics but among the general public. While the juxtaposition of “immigration” and “crime” in the 
news may create the perception of a causal link, a direct link is presumed to exist [3]. Newton and Felson found 
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that the daily visitors have a noteworthy effect on crime rate over the city especially in violent and property 
crimes [4]. However, Farrell has conducted five tests for a theory of the crime drop. He found that immigrants 
commit less crime than other, and crime fell while immigration rose [5]. 

Immigration is an important aspect of crime which has been studied by researchers and criminologists over 
the last decades, and has led to public concerns regarding immigration where crime levels are high. The rela-
tionship between immigration and crime is considered an important theme in criminological research and has led 
to controversies among scholars [6]. 

The concern about the tendency of immigrants to become involved in criminal activity is almost as old as 
immigration itself. Abbott and Van Vechten [7] [8] reported many examples of how immigration was regarded 
as a probable inflow of criminals in the 19th century in the United States. There is a common belief in countries 
of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) that immigrants commit more crimes 
than natives [9], thereby causing an overall increase in crime levels. On the other hand, some studies of migrants’ 
criminality found that immigrants are less likely to commit crime than native [10]. It is generally conceded that 
lower class groups suffer greater social disorganization and the associated factors of anomy and environmental 
change with higher rates of crime, which emphasizes why migrant groups exhibit higher rates of crime than 
non-migrants [11].  

A sociologically-oriented criminology emerged in the twentieth century in the US, investigating the migratory 
processes of Southern and Eastern European peasants to the Americas during the great immigration to the North 
American working class in the first decades of the last century [12]. Certain areas were so prevalent that they 
became the most important areas of investigations for American sociologists [13]. Robert Park (1928) and 
Stonequist (1937) saw migrations not by accident or deviance, as part and parcel of the development that char-
acterized the North American politics at the time. The history of immigration movements that produced devel-
opment, at the same time brought imbalance, crisis and produced the ambiguous condition of the “marginal 
man”, fraught with possibilities but also with both anomie and pain [14] [15].  

Butcher and Piehl (1998) [3] investigated the relationship between immigration and crime in a metropolitan 
area during the 1980s. They found that cities with high crime rates also had large numbers of immigrants. Fur-
ther, they pointed to illegal immigration in California where the relationship has received most attention in terms 
of increased public expenditure on welfare and education. This study also highlighted the area victimization 
where people in California suffered personal injury and damage caused by the criminal actions of illegal aliens 
[16]. This seems to provide a strong indicator that illegal immigrants do contribute disproportionately to the rate 
of crime. 

Killias [17] found that, in Switzerland, the proportion of non-Swiss criminal offenders increased during the 
period from 1982 to 1992. He found the proportion of criminal acts of illegal aliens was greater than that of 
legal migrants, particularly in the area of violent crime. He also noted that the immigrants were not dispro-
portionately victimized. Cultural, socioeconomic, and social integration factors may play a role in these dif-
ferences. 

Pinotti [18] saw that there were ambiguous implications for immigration enforcement on the crime rate of il-
legal immigrants. Expulsions reduce the pool of immigrants of committing crimes at risk and also reduce the 
likelihood of crime for immigrants who are not expelled. He estimated the impact of expulsions on crime rate of 
illegal immigration in Italy and found that stricter enforcement of migration policies reduced the crime rate of 
illegal immigrants. He concluded that scarcity of economic opportunities in the formal sector increased the 
crime rate of illegal immigrants.  

The views of some sociologists differed from popular perceptions in their findings that immigrant involve-
ment in crime was actually lower than that of the native population. United States Immigration Commission of 
1911 had confirmed that the “foreign born” were less criminal than the native [19]. In more recent decades, Bell 
and his colleagues [20] examined the relationship between immigration and crime in large migration flows 
which offered an opportunity to carefully appraise whether the populist view that immigration leads to increase 
crime levels is supported by rigorous evidence. They considered possible crime effects from two waves of im-
migration that occurred in the United Kingdom at that time. The first wave consisted of late 1990s and early 
2000s asylum seekers. The second was the large influx of workers from EU accession countries that took place 
from early 2004. They found that the first wave led to a small rise in property crime, while the second wave had 
no such impact. They saw that there was no noted effect on violent crime from either wave. Evidence from their 
findings of victims suggests that the changes in crime rates during these two waves of immigration could not be 
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counted towards crimes against foreigner people. As a result, they suggested that focusing on the limited labour 
market opportunities of asylum seekers could decrease the effects on crime rates. 

Jaitman and Papadopoulos [21] [22] did not find effects or significant link between crime and immigration in 
their studies although Papadopoulos found that this estimated link differs across the country and ethnic population. 

Mariani [9] offers empirical evidence that crime rates are not necessarily higher among immigrants than na-
tives. However, he showed that in many cases rates are higher among second-generations of immigrants than 
natives. Mariani took into account the fact that some countries are more endogenous and immigrants might have 
the choice between working officially and engaging in criminal activities. Countries with a more advanced 
economy may provide alternative statistics in terms of immigrants’ crime rates. The main factors are dependent 
on socioeconomic and institutional differences between countries, their immigration policies and the restrictions 
of their immigration laws. Webb and his colleagues [23] found that the young immigrants of the past genera-
tions of immigrants face a lot of challenges that the western governments need to research. Also, the age at im-
migration was playing a pivotal role where Beckley found that older migrants are lesser than younger to commit 
crime [24]. 

1.1. Illegal Immigrants 
Most governments impose quotas on the number of foreigners admitted into the country. However, annually 
varying numbers of undocumented immigrants enter illegally, with more overstaying their temporary visas. 
Undocumented immigrants represent a high proportion of all immigration into the United States and European 
countries [25] [26]. Undocumented immigrants usually face poorer legitimate income opportunities because they 
cannot obtain employment in the formal sector. Most researchers saw that the reduced opportunities lead to a 
greater chance of engaging in crime. Freedman et al. & Bohn (2013) and Baker (2014), have provided evidence 
consistent with this hypothesis. They looked at the changes in crime rates after the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986, which granted legal status to over 2.5 million illegal immigrants in the United States [27] 
[28]. Mastrobuoni & Pinotti (2014) and Pinotti (2014) reached the same conclusion based on two natural ex-
periments that occurred in Italy in 2006 and 2007. The findings suggested that lesser access to economic oppor-
tunities in the official sector increases the crime rate of undocumented immigrants [29] [30]. An important dif-
ference between legal and illegal immigrants is that the latter group face arrest and expulsion by the police and 
immigration authorities. Pinotti (2015) found that the crime rate of illegal immigrants is typically far higher than 
that of legal immigrants, and tougher deportation policies were likely to reduce predicted crime rates [18]. 
However, many would-be immigrants favour illegal immigration if they cannot enter legally into the desired 
country, with a selection policy unlikely to favour them. 

1.2. Immigration in Saudi Arabia 
Since the late 1960s, vast resources of oil have been discovered in Saudi Arabia, which has been the major fac-
tor in the socioeconomic changes in the country. In the 1970s, the impact of these changes became clearly ap-
parent. Cities developed, raising the standard of living through enhancing the economy, creating new jobs, and 
developing undeveloped regions. However, Saudi Arabia, as a developing country, has lacked a local workforce. 
For this reason, the government has employed a large number of expatriate labour forces since that time. Eco-
nomic difficulties of many other Arab and South East Asian countries in the last few decades has made labour 
emigration to Saudi Arabia an attractive option [31]. Saudi Arabia has become one of the largest markets for 
Arab and Asian job seekers and remittances from migrant labour back to these countries exceed the value of re-
gional trade in goods and official capital flows [32] [33]. Thus workforce immigration is a major and dynamic 
economic factor in Saudi Arabia. Although foreigners in Saudi Arabia have not created the problems of the 
magnitude found in other immigrant regions of the world, Saudi Arabian labour immigration has allowed for 
rapid economic development, but simultaneously imparted a number of negative cultural and socio-economic 
consequences [34]. 

Although, there are some studies in Saudi Arabia that have discussed some aspects of foreign labours issues 
such as [35] who discussed the role of foreign workers in the promotion of drugs in Riyadh, and [36] who dis-
cussed the maids criminal in Saudi society, however, there have been no published studies that have investigated 
the link between criminal activities and immigration in Saudi Arabia. This paper will be considered as a 
“groundbreaking” attempt to uncover important information about immigration and crime in all provinces of the 
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country, and on such extensive long-term data. In this paper, we will discuss the effect of immigration on overall 
rates of crime and rates in the six major criminal categories, being drug activity, theft, murder, assault, alcohol 
and outrageous issues (sex related crime such as adultery and sodomy) in Saudi Arabia for Saudi and 
non-Saudi people through a ten year period from 2003 to 2012, utilizing separate statistics with annual in-
creases for natives and immigrants, to assess the extent of the immigration effect on the crime rate in Saudi 
Arabia, to determine the relationship between immigration and crime rate and which region has been most 
affected by immigration. 

2. Data and Methodology 
2.1. Study Area 
This study was conducted in Saudi Arabia. It is the largest country in the Arabian Peninsula in terms of area, 
measuring approximately two million square kilometres [37] and constituting a major part of the Arabian Pen-
insula. It has a population of approximately 30 million (Central Department of Statistic & Information of Saudi 
Arabia, 2013), distributed across 13 administrative provinces. 

2.2. Saudi Government System 
The main punitive policy in Saudi Arabia is controlled by Islamic Law which is based on both determent and 
penalty, and is described by sureness and quick in implementation, while positive law is used in the western 
countries as the punitive policy. Positive law is based mainly on offender reformation and the justice, which is 
considered purposeful and slower than Islamic law [38]. Islamic law (Shari’ah) is the guideline for all legal as-
pects in Saudi Arabia. Sacred and the secular in the society are the same in the Shari’ah, and therefore in Saudi 
Arabian law. Shari’ah law has four main ordered sources. The first source is the Holy Qur’an. If the matter has 
no explanation in the Qur’an, they will review the Sunnah, which is the practice of Prophet Muhammad during 
his life. If no reference is found any related in Sunnah, the scholars will take the decision which is the third 
source of Islamic law. “Ijma” is the consensus of decision of Muslim scholars about any matter that happens af-
ter the death of Prophet Muhammad and it is not founded in Qur’an or Sunnah. The fourth source in Islamic law 
is Qias, or analogy. Shari’ah assumes that the defendant is guiltless until certain that he or she is guilty by evi-
dence and substantiation or confession. Qias is used in cases of repeated crimes if there is analogy with other 
punishment [39]. 

2.3. Data Sources 
Two principle sources of data have been used in this study. First, crimes committed by Saudi and non-Saudi for 
each province from 2003-2012, recorded by the Ministry of Justice on an annual basis, and includes separate 
statistics regarding criminal issues for Saudi and non-Saudi people, drug activity, theft, murder, assaults, alcohol 
and outrageous cases (sex related crime) (Ministry of Justice, 2003). This data collection spans ten years from 
2003 to 2012. It should be noted that this criminal data is based on cases that have been finalized judicially, by 
instrument or decision, which gives it a high accuracy. Second, population counts for Saudi and non-Saudi for 
the 13 provinces during this period were obtained from the Central Department of Statistics & Information of 
Saudi Arabia. 

2.4. Data Analysis 
With all the accurate data necessary and ready to use for each province, we did not need a complex method. 
Firstly, the sum of all criminal activates was divided by ten to get the annual average of all of criminal cases 
through the period and then divided by 1000 to give the rate of overall crime per 1000 people per year. This ap-
proach gave an overview of overall criminal activity in Saudi Arabia. Secondly, we calculated the rate of each 
crime for each province through this period (2003 to 2012) per 1000 people for Saudis and non-Saudis for com-
parative purposes. We then used a classification technique in ArcGIS software to find the average of overall 
crimes in Saudi Arabia throughout this period and which provinces were more affected. To see the ratio of Saudi 
and non-Saudi, we divided the population into the two groups and performed the same operation for both 
(Figure 1), to explain the spatial distribution of overall criminal activities in the whole country, where the darker  
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Figure 1. Spatial distribution of overall criminal activities and the ratio of Saudi and non-Saudi criminal activities. The yel-
low portion shows the ratio of overall Saudi criminal activities while the blue portion shows the overall criminal activities for 
non-Saudi people.                                                                                                   
 
colour represents the highest rate of crime and the lighter colour represents the lowest rate of criminal activities 
in a specific area. Thereafter we presented the overall criminal activities for the total population, presenting the 
ratio of Saudi and non-Saudi crimes as pie charts for each province, where the yellow portion represents the ra-
tio of overall Saudi criminal activities while the blue portion represents the overall criminal activities per 1000 
people throughout this period for non-Saudi people. To calculate the ratio for each crime for each province for 
each year, we have used criminal and population data for each province, for Saudi and non-Saudi separately. We 
calculated every criminal category separately, dividing them by ten, and multiplying by 1000 to give crimes per 
1000 persons annually. The same process was applied for each province for Saudi and non-Saudi population for 
each year and for each crime separately and the trend computed by line graph (Figures 2-14). 

3. Results 
The provinces with the highest crime rates, as shown in Figure 1, are Jizan, Northern Border, Najran, Makkah 
and Jouf, while Baha, Qassim and East Area display the lowest rates. The highest proportion of non-Saudi crime 
was in Jazan with 86%, followed by Najran with 55%, and Madinah with around 50%. Jouf, Bahah and Asir 
were about 47%. The ratio in the remaining provinces Riyadh, East Area, Makkah, QassimHa’il and Tabouk 
were similar, around 40%. This is an overview of the overall crime rate for Saudi and non-Saudi people 
throughout the ten year period from 2003 to 2012 per 1000 persons annually. 

3.1. Provinces 
Having provided an overview of overall criminal activities for both the Saudi and non-Saudi populations 
throughout the ten years, we then calculated the ratio for both Saudi and non-Saudi during this period, for each 
crime category and for each province separately, to get a detailed result for each province and ascertain which  
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Figure 2. Criminal activities of Riyadh.                                                                                                                             
 

 
Figure 3. Criminal activities of Makkah.                                                                                                                             
 
provinces were most affected by immigration, in terms of the variance of population of each individual prov-
ince. 

3.1.1. Riyadh  
Figure 2 shows the contrast for the six criminal categories between Saudi and non-Saudi in Riyadh, which is the 
capital city. Saudi people displayed the highest rate of drugs activity. The variance between Saudi and 
non-Saudi offences was approximately the same during the period with a notable peaking in both lines in 2008 
and 2009. Non-Saudi remained lower than Saudi in the theft category with not much difference until the peaks  
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Figure 4. Criminal activities of Madinah.                                                                                                                             
 

 
Figure 5. Criminal activities of Qassim.                                                                                                                             
 
in 2008 (variance of 0.14 cases per 1000) and 2009 (0.6 cases per 1000). After that, the trend reverts to being 
less than Saudi people until the last year of study, where both population types were equal with 0.19 cases per 
1000. In 2005 and 2006, the rates of the non-Saudi murder category were higher than Saudi, but equal in 2004 
and 2009. Over the last three years of the study period, non-Saudi rates are again less. There was a rise in 
non-Saudi assault from 2005 until it equalled Saudi assault in 2008, but thereafter reducing to again be lower 
than Saudi. Alcohol-related issues for non-Saudis were much lower than for Saudi throughout the period, except 
where the rate exceeded the Saudi rate in 2008 by more than 0.8 cases per 1000 and was equal in 2009. The 
most important variance was found in the outrageous category (sex-related crimes) where the variance was 
greatest with non-Saudi exceeding Saudi from 2005 to the end of 2010. Overall, non-Saudi crimes were less  
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Figure 6. Criminal activities of East Area.                                                                                                                             
 

 
Figure 7. Criminal activities of Asir.                                                                                                                             
 
than Saudi crimes. 

3.1.2. Makkah 
In Makkah, the non-Saudi showed the highest rate in theft and outrageous issues during the period except in 
2009 where Saudi theft cases peaked with a very high ratio of about 2 cases per 1000 persons. In murder Saudi 
was high in the first four years, but from 2007 non-Saudi increased to exceed Saudi until the last two years 
where the rate was less than Saudi for drug, alcohol and assault, non-Saudi remained less than Saudi throughout 
the period with a large variance in drug activity and fractionally more alcohol cases only in 2003 (Figure 3). 
Overall, non-Saudi crimes were less than Saudi crimes. 

3.1.3. Madinah 
In Madinah, non-Saudi rates generally exceeded Saudi throughout this period with a notable variance in the theft  
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Figure 8. Criminal activities of Tabouk.                                                                                                                             
 

 
Figure 9. Criminal activities of Ha’el.                                                                                                                             
 
and outrageous categories. From 2004 to 2006, assault exceeded Saudi rates but reduced in the following two 
years, to remain less than Saudi until the end of 2012. In murder there were notable peaks (2003, 2006 and 2008) 
for non-Saudi, while similar levels were reached by Saudis in 2003 and 2010. In drug activity, it is noteworthy 
that the Saudi trend was lower, while non-Saudi were higher, to almost converge in 2012, although the ratio of 
non-Saudi remained lower than Saudi throughout the period. Both Saudi and non-Saudi rates increased in the 
alcohol category, after early trend line fluctuations (Figure 4). Overall, non-Saudi crimes were less than Saudi 
crimes, but not by much. 

3.1.4. Qassim 
In the Qassim area non-Saudis crime exceeded Saudi in the theft and outrageous categories and were higher for 
six years in murder offences. They exceeded Saudi in 2004, 2005 and 2010 in aggravated assault but only in 
2010 for alcohol issue. Saudi exceeded non-Saudi in drug activities throughout the period, although there was a 
small increase for non-Saudi in the last three years (Figure 5). 
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Figure 10. Criminal activities of Northern Borders.                                                                                                                             
 

 
Figure 11. Criminal activities of Jizan.                                                                                                                             

3.1.5. East Area 
In East Area non-Saudi exhibited a higher rate in most years in the theft and outrageous categories, and 
throughout the period in alcohol issues. In drugs and assault Saudis clearly displayed higher rates than 
non-Saudi. In murder the non-Saudi ratios remained below those of Saudis, except in 2008 when they exceeded 
Saudis by 0.13 cases per 1000 persons with variance of 50% (Figure 6).  

3.1.6. Asir 
In Asir, non-Saudis displayed higher rates in theft, drugs and outrageous crimes throughout the period, while 
Saudis were consistently higher in drug activities. In most years, non-Saudi recorded a higher number of mur-
ders including a notable high number in 2012 with a very large variance. In assault non-Saudi remained lower 
than Saudi except in the first two years of the study period (Figure 7). 

3.1.7. Tabouk 
In Tabouk area, non-Saudi rates were lower than Saudis throughout the period in drug and theft issues except in  
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Figure 12. Criminal activities of Najran.                                                                                                                             
 

 
Figure 13. Criminal activities of Jouf.                                                                                                                             
 
2012 in drug activities where the rate doubled that of Saudis. In murder there were no non-Saudi offences in 
2005, 2006, 2007 and 2012. However, there were highs in 2004, 2008, 2010 and 2011. Non-Saudi fractionally 
exceeded Saudi overall for alcohol and for the first five years in outrageous issues, while they were below 
Saudis in assault with noted increases in 2010 and 2011 (Figure 8). 

3.1.8. Ha’el 
In Ha’el, non-Saudi people generally displayed a lower overall rate in all crimes except in outrageous issues. In 
drug activity and assault they were generally lower than Saudi. In theft, non-Saudi rates were lower than Saudi 
until the last two years, recording a far greater number in 2011. In alcohol related crimes they were almost very 
close to Saudis, except in the first year where they were much higher (Figure 9). 
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Figure 14. Criminal activities of Baha.                                                                                     

3.1.9. Northern Borders 
In Northern Border, non-Saudi crimes exceeded Saudi crimes in outrageous issues, where they were higher 
throughout the period except in 2007 and 2008. In murder non-Saudis were higher in 2004, 2006 and much 
higher in 2007, while Saudi rates fluctuated between 0.01 and 0.015 cases per 1000 with a small increase in 
2009 to 0.023 cases. In drug activity, non-Saudis were lower than Saudis after 2004, with large variance till the 
end of the period, except for a notable rise in 2009 which exceeded the rate for Saudis in that year. In theft, 
non-Saudi rates were lower than Saudis until 2009, where they increased with the Saudi rate decreasing in that 
year. In the last three years, there was a noted decrease in non-Saudi rates. The variance was large between 
Saudi and non-Saudi rates for assault, with non-Saudi rates lower after 2003 till the end of the period (Figure 
10). 

3.1.10. Jizan 
There were two important signs in Jizan province. The first was that the non-Saudis displayed higher rates, with 
a very large variance in all criminal issues during the period. Second, the rate of all crimes tended to decrease, 
especially for non-Saudis. The rates of non-Saudi also showed general signs of decrease in all criminal issues, 
with far lower variance in theft, murder, alcohol and outrageous issues in 2012, while still greater than the Saudi 
rate. It decreased to be less than the Saudi rate in the last three years in assault cases, while it remained far 
higher in drug activity, with a huge variance throughout the period (Figure 11). 

3.1.11. Najran 
In Najran area, non-Saudi rates exceeded Saudis in theft, alcohol and outrageous issues, while the trend of all 
these issues decreased in the last three years, until it virtually equalled Saudi rate in the last two years in theft 
cases, and was less than the Saudi rate in the last three years for alcohol and the last two years for outrageous 
issues. Non-Saudi rates were also high in drug activity during the first five years, then reducing for the years 
2008, 2009 and 2010, before rising again to exceed the Saudi rate in the last two years of the period. In murder 
the rate for non-Saudi fluctuated, but generally was less than the Saudi rate. Non-Saudi rates were close to Saudi 
in assault for the first two years and higher in 2008 and 2009, while lower in the remaining years (Figure 12). 

3.1.12. Jouf 
In Jouf, the non-Saudi drug activity rate remained low throughout the period until the last year when it became 
extremely high with a huge variance. The theft rate was high initially, but then decreased until 2007, and then 
peaked in 2008 with 0.48 cases per 1000 people, while the Saudi rate was only 0.21 cases in that year. After 
2008, the non-Saudi rate dropped to close to the Saudi rate in the last four years. There were no murder cases in 
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Jouf province by non-Saudi during the ten year period except in 2008, where their cases reached 0.019 per 1000. 
In assault non-Saudi rates were less than Saudi, except in the first year where the variance was very small, al-
though there was an increase in 2010, but the range still remained less than the Saudis. Both rates were close for 
alcohol until 2012, where a dramatic increase was noted in the non-Saudi rate. In the outrageous category, the 
non-Saudi rate started high in the first year but dropped over the following four years. However it rose again to 
exceed the Saudi rate in 2009, dropping again to be less than the Saudi rate in 2010 and 2011, but surpassing the 
Saudi rate in 2012 (Figure 13). 

3.1.13. Baha 
In Baha, the non-Saudi rate was almost as high as the Saudis in both alcohol and outrageous issues, except in the 
first three years for outrageous. In drug activity, they exceeded the Saudi rate in 2003, 2005, and 2006, though 
not as greatly in 2010 and 2011. In the remaining years, the rate was lower than the Saudis. There were no visi-
ble differences between Saudi and non-Saudi rates in theft cases although non-Saudi recorded a higher rate than 
Saudi from 2007 to 2009. There were no non-Saudi murder cases in Baha for 7 years. In both 2005 and 2009, 
0.018 cases per 1000 were recorded, while the highest number was recorded in 2008 with 0.036 cases, which 
exceeded the Saudi rate that year. Non-Saudi rates were lower than Saudis throughout the study period for as-
sault (Figure 14). 

4. Discussion 
It is important to note that there are two major types of immigration to Saudi Arabia. The first is religion-based 
immigration. Saudi Arabia is the prime destination for 1.6 billion Muslims around the world, and millions of 
Muslim pilgrims from abroad arrive annually for “Hajj and Umrah”. General statistics for the “Umrah” season 
in the first quarter of 2015 were 3.8 million pilgrims, and 7.2 million in 2012 for “Hajj” (The Ministry of Hajj 
Portal, 2015) which makes Saudi Arabia one of the top five tourist destinations worldwide (Central Department 
for Statistics and Information (CDSI)’s). Saudi Arabian visas for “Hajj and Umrah” for Muslim people are very 
flexible, quick and easily obtainable, and it is considered a right of every Muslim to enter the country and visit 
the two holy sites of Makkah and Madinah. Certainly a number of these pilgrims remain in Saudi Arabia ille-
gally every year despite the government’s attempts to control this issue [40]. Some of them regularise their 
situation and most continue to remain undocumented. The second immigration category is worker immigration. 
Large waves of workers began immigrating to Saudi Arabia in the 1970s after oil was discovered in the country 
and service projects such as roads, constructions and factories developed, as there was no local competent 
workforce or predisposition to work at that time [31]-[33]. Saudi Arabia is an attractive place for migrant work-
ers as citizens hire the workers personally and they are not bound by official contracts. Further, Saudi Arabia has 
a relatively open economy with almost zero tariff rates or non-tariff barriers [32] making it the prime source of 
remittances for many Arab and Asian countries, since deportations may have significant economic consequences 
on their fragile economies, and ranked as the second top remittance-sending country in the world in 2012 [41]. 
The government tends to hire the labour workforce from other Arab countries and Asia, with the majority from 
southern Asia. There are certainly advantages in hiring Asian workers in Saudi Arabia. First, they are more reli-
able. Governments in the Asian countries were prepared to send their workers in foreign countries. For example, 
in the early 1970s Philippine governments marked their workers proficiencies abroad to enter into labour 
agreements supplying with Middle East countries. Second, Asian workers accept lower wages than others, and 
do not require the same social support services as the Arabs, who wish to settle and bring their families [31] [42]. 
In 2013, expatriates numbered 32% of Saudi Arabia’s population, most of them coming from South Asia. They 
accounted for 56.5% of the employed population and 89% of the private sector workforce. Françoise (2014) 
found that the irregular migration in Saudi Arabia has become a phenomenon. An amnesty campaign, started in 
April 2013, allowed 4.7 million foreign workers to regularise their status, while one million illegal immigrants 
were forced to leave the country in 2013 alone and 547,000 were deported [41]. Most of these large numbers of 
foreign workers are not highly skilled and had low educational qualifications, as no certificate is required for 
most work in Saudi Arabia. Workers in skilled and highly-skilled positions numbered between 11 and 12.8 per-
cent of all labour permit holders over the period [41].  

Our findings show that there is no positive association between immigration and criminal cases in Saudi Ara-
bia. Figure 1, of the ratio of crimes among both Saudi and non-Saudi, clearly shows that there were only two 
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provinces where non-Saudi people have recorded a higher number than Saudi in criminal issues. These were Ji-
zan and Najran, while the ratio was nearly the same in Asir, Baha, Madinah and Jouf. In the other provinces, 
Saudi people had the highest number of criminal issues. The highest overall levels of criminal activities were in 
the south, north and Makkah area, where the high numbers of illegal migrants support the basic theory that re-
gions with high levels of immigration experience higher rates of crime [2] [43]. Large numbers of immigrants 
enter the southern Saudi Arabia, into Jizan and Najran which are adjacent to Yemen, and enter Northern Border 
in the north, which is adjacent with Iraq. It is known that there have been unacceptable political and social cir-
cumstances in these two countries over the last two decades, and most smuggling has occurred in those two 
border areas of Saudi Arabia. A large number of pilgrims arrive annually in Makkah, thousands of them re-
maining in Saudi Arabia illegally in search of jobs, and Makkah displays one of the highest rates of non-Saudi 
crime in theft and outrageous issues. The results also show that the ratio of non-Saudi crimes was five times that 
of Saudis in Jizan for the whole period, and in the first half of the period for Najran. Further, in terms of murder 
and aggravated assault results, the non-Saudi crime ratio was lower than in the theft, alcohol and outrageous 
cases. In Jizan area, the non-Saudi ratio was far higher than Saudi in both murder and aggravated assault during 
the period, with a variance reaching threefold, particularly in the first six years of the study period. We believe 
that the most crime activities perpetrated by illegal immigrants, whether in the south or north of the country (Ji-
zan or Northern Borders) supports the criminological theories that suggest that higher levels of immigration lead 
to higher rates of crime. 

Our results show that Jizan is the province most affected by immigrant crimes in all categories, mainly due to 
the infiltration of tens of thousands of Yemenis and African across the borders of Saudi Arabia and Yemen, 
seeking employment opportunities which do not exist in their home countries. 

Many Saudis consider such large numbers of foreigners in the country a major cause of social and economic 
problems and argue that these foreign workers deprive young Saudis of training for work and tarnish Saudi Ara-
bia social relations. Until now there has been no effective research which has studied or provided suggestions to 
resolve these problems in Saudi Arabia.  

Our findings confirm that alcohol issue in six provinces and outrageous issue in all provinces except Jouf 
were much higher among non-Saudis, due to two main reasons. Firstly, alcohol is prohibited in Saudi Arabia by 
law. However, some foreigners, particularly the illegal sector, produce alcohol in their homes and sell it to make 
money. Secondly, as already mentioned, foreigners make up a third of the Saudi Arabia population (approxi-
mately 10 million), the majority of whom are single which leads to problems in terms of the Saudi culture of ex-
treme gender segregation. As Saudi Arabia is controlled by Islamic law, in Islamic law, any relationship out of 
marriage is considered a punishable offence for both males and females. Additionally, sexual services, prostitu-
tion and strip shows are definitely forbidden by the law. Thus, the Saudi government designates a Religious 
Authority to supervise this particular issue across the country, and they arrest the transgressors and then send 
them to the court.  

As numbers of foreign workers have increased way beyond the country’s needs, this has imposed a burden on 
the Saudi government and society in general. Thus the foreign workforce, particularly domestic workers (maids 
and drivers) needs to be reduced, and it is suggested that the first goal in this area of the Ministry of Labour 
should be upholding and maintaining the foreign worker rights. Protection from blackmail by their sponsors is 
essential rather than prosecutions and restrictions. However, recently there has been a proliferation of prosecu-
tions of immigrant criminals, and the Saudi government has established a specialized court for workers in 2014. 
These specialized courts are geared for judgments between the worker and business owner. In addition, Saudi 
citizens have contributed to the excess of foreign workers by employing far too many domestic workers, drivers 
and agricultural workers in the private employment domain. However, we agree with Pinotti [18] that expulsions 
will reduce the pool of undocumented immigrants who are more at risk of committing crimes. 

While accurate data on illegal immigration is generally problematic, we believe that most of the criminal ac-
tivities, especially in Jizan area, were committed by undocumented immigrants. It should also be noted that there 
is a significant difference in circumstances between Saudi and non-Saudi accused that may have an effect on 
numbers extracted from criminal data. Saudi issues such as assault, theft and even murder are sometimes solved 
by reconciliation or paying compensation to affected parties. Even murder cases may be solved by monetary 
compensation to the victim’s family (blood money). In such cases the crime will not reach the courts. Generally 
crimes committed by foreigners are not resolved by reconciliation as the workers lack the necessary funds for 
paying compensation, lack knowledge of Saudi customs or the necessary communication skills.  
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Unfortunately, some additional data that may give more explanation to the findings of this study is not avail-
able, such as gender, age and income of the offenders. However, it is not within the scope of this paper to un-
ravel demographic characteristics, but future researches in Saudi Arabia may explore these aspects. 

5. Conclusion 
The aim of this research was to explain the effects of immigration on the crime rates in the six most significant 
categories of Saudi Arabian crime, being drugs activity, theft, murder, assault, alcohol and outrageous issues, 
during a ten-year period from 2003 to 2012. In addition, it gives insights to help decision making by analysing 
the historical background of immigrants to Saudi Arabia and demonstrating that immigrants were not more 
likely to be involved in criminal activity than native Saudis. The link between immigrants and crime, while re-
maining strong in the public perception for over a century, has by no means obtained universal empirical support. 
The impact of immigration on crime rates has occupied a significant position in criminological theories and is 
central to both public and political opinion regarding immigration policy. The existing literature emphasizes that 
there is a disparity in research outputs about the effects of immigration on crime, and while some scholars argue 
that immigration causes an increase in crime rates others question the validity of this view, even to the extent of 
claiming that immigration may lead to a decrease in crime rates in certain national sectors. Our findings support 
the theories that immigration increases the crime rate, but only in two provinces: Jizan and Najran. Research 
findings to the contrary clearly do not apply to the Saudi Arabian context, which is unique in two ways. The 
large number of annual pilgrims to Saudi Arabia and the numbers that attempt to remain illegally after their pil-
grimage has a definite impact on crime necessitated by difficult illegal circumstances. Secondly, researchers 
who found that immigration decreased crime rates applies mainly to other levels of immigration, such as sec-
ond-generation immigrants, mainly in developed countries with an inveterate immigration system, such as the 
USA and UK. This study did not overlook the social problems of illegal migrants. In our discussion, we classi-
fied Saudi immigration according to two types, being religious and workers. Both types contribute to legal and 
illegal immigration. Unfortunately, we did not have accurate data for illegal immigration. However, there are 
some indicators that we mention, such as religious immigration and borders with Yemen, that lead us to discern 
that there are large numbers of illegal foreigners in Saudi Arabia which is also confirmed by Françoise (2014). 
Thus our findings show that there is no strong evidence of relationship or positive association between immigra-
tion and criminal cases in Saudi Arabia. It is clear in that the high overall crime rates in the south, north and 
Makkah area, with a high probability of a high rate of illegal immigration, supports the basic theory that regions 
with high levels of immigration also experience high rates of crime, but this is not true for the whole country. 
We found that Jizan province suffered greater effects from non-Saudi crime, where the ratio of non-Saudi crime 
reached more than five times that of Saudi crime. In addition, there is the important factor regarding non-Saudi 
crime in Saudi Arabia, that there are many foreign workers without supervision outside the formal employment 
sector engaged in domestic, agricultural and other forms of employment that frequently exploit labour. Thus, we 
suggest that the Ministry of Labour uphold foreigner worker rights and protect them from exploitation and 
blackmail of their sponsors. The government should take a firm decision regarding the influential traders who 
issue thousands of labour visas annually, far in excess of the necessary foreign labour needs of the country, in 
order to receive illegal monthly income from their visa recipients. A structured system and rules need to be es-
tablished for citizens requiring domestic and other informal labour to avoid exposing foreigners to exploitation. 
In the case of existing illegal immigrants, their situation needs to be legalized and regularized, which will reduce 
the pool of undocumented immigrants at risk of committing crimes and avoid the process of expulsion after 
crimes have been committed. An additional data that may give more explanation to the findings of this study is 
not available, such as gender, age and income of the offenders. However, it is not within the scope of this paper 
to unravel demographic characteristics, but this study will be of particular interest to those who aim to investi-
gate this aspect and the relationship between crime and immigration, especially in Saudi Arabia. 
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