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Abstract

Vocabulary is an important component in acquisition of a language. The use of teaching aids can
improve students’ mastery of vocabulary learning. This study aims to identify the use of teaching
aids in the teaching and learning of Arabic Language Vocabulary at National Religious Secondary
Schools and Government-aided Religious Schools from the perspective of teachers and students.
This study uses a survey based on a set of questionnaire as instrument of data collection method
which involves 31 teachers and 324 Form Four students who are randomly selected from second-
ary schools in Malaysia. The results show that the usage of teaching aids in teaching and learning
of Arabic vocabulary is at a moderate level. Pedagogical implications of study show that teachers
need to constantly improve the use of textbooks and dictionaries as the main teaching aids and try
to enhance students’ mastery of vocabulary learning by diversifying the other types of teaching
aids.
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1. Introduction

Vocabulary is one of the language aspects that should be emphasized in the teaching and learning of foreign
languages. Vocabulary is the key component in second language teaching. The failure to master the vocabulary
will lead to weaknesses in other language skills such as listening, speaking, reading and writing. Therefore, vo-
cabulary should be pursued in language activities to improve students’ language proficiency (Hamid, 2010). As
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one of the foreign languages offered at secondary schools in Malaysia, the level of Arabic Language Vocabulary
mastery among the students still do not reach satisfactory level (Hussin, 2002; Yasim, 2012).

The easiest way to master new vocabulary is by using the translation method. The use of translation method is
an easy, quick and effective way to introduce new vocabulary (Harmer, 2015; Hedge, 2003; Lubis, 2009).
However, this method does not encourage students to interact with the words learned. Plus, the students may not
be able to transfer their knowledge to real life situations very well (Lubis, 2009; Prince, 1996). Similarly, voca-
bulary can be taught by using a dictionary to find the meaning of new words. These new words will be recorded
in a notebook and the notebook can be used as the students’ personal dictionary (Schmitt, 2000). Nation (2013)
also suggests a similar strategy by using “word cards” which consist of words and notes. There is no doubt that a
conservative approach such as textbooks and print dictionaries is still relevant in vocabulary teaching and learn-
ing. However, the use of teaching aid depends on competence of teachers, level of student achievement and
time allocate. Teachers must ensure that the use of teaching aid meets the students’ individual need (Block,
1991).

The study done in vocabulary teaching and learning shows that the use of teaching aids can increase the level
of students” mastery of vocabulary (Awang, 1995). Accordingly, this study aims to identify the level of use of
teaching aids in the teaching and learning of Arabic Language Vocabulary (ALV) from the perspective of
teachers and students.

2. Methods

This research is a cross-sectional survey by using a questionnaire to collect the data. The reliability of this in-
strument is at the highest level where the value of Alpha Cronbach is 0.90. The questionnaire is adapted from
qualitative studies done by eight experienced Islamic Education Master Teachers i.e. Jasmi & Tamuri (2011).
The questionnaire consists of two parts, namely Part A and Part B. Part A is related to the student’s background.
Part B consists of thirteen questions related to the use of additional materials in the teaching and learning of
ALV.

Descriptive data analysis methods are used to show the practice of the teaching and learning of ALV from the
perspective of both teachers and students. The findings are presented in Table 1. The data obtained are analyzed
and interpreted based on mean interpretations used by Nurazan (2004).

3. Findings

The study involves 324 Form Four students and 31 teachers who are randomly selected as the sample of the
study from eight secondary schools in Malaysia. All schools offer Arabic as a compulsory subject. The demo-
graphic of sample and the finding of study are shown in Table 2.

3.1. What Is the Level of the Teaching Aids Usage in the Teaching and Learning of ALV
from the Perspective of the Teachers?

According to Table 3, the results show that only 21.4% of the items i.e. 3 out of 14 items are at a high level. The
items are E42, E43 and E44. A total of 57.2% of the items i.e. 8 out of 14 items are moderate. The moderate
items are E40, E41, E45, E46, E47, E48, E50 and E51. The findings also show that 21.4% of the items i.e. 3 out
of 14 items are at low level. The items at low level are E49, E52 and E53. The highest mean is item E42 while
the lowest mean is item E52. Overall, the level of usage of the teaching aids in the teaching and learning of ALV
from the perspective of the teachers are at a moderate level (mean 2.67). The teaching aids that are frequently
used in teaching ALV from the perspective of the teachers are the textbook, dictionary and worksheets. The re-
sults also show that the least teaching aids used are the TV, tape recorder and overhead projector.

3.2. What Is the Level of Teaching Aids Usage in the Teaching and Learning of ALV from
the Perspective of the Students?

Based on Table 4, the results show that 14.3% of the items i.e. 2 of 14 practices are at a high level. The items
are E42 and E43. A total of 71.4% i.e. 10 of the 14 practices are at a moderate level. The items are D40, D41,
D44, D45, D46, D47, D48, D49, D50 and D51. The findings also show that 14.3% i.e. 2 of 14 practices are at low
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Table 1. Interpretation of the mean score.

Mean Score Interpretation
1.00-1.99 Low
2.00-2.99 Moderate
3.00 - 4.00 High
Adapted from Norazan (2004).
Table 2. Samplesof study.
Teachers Students
Type of Schools
Male Female Total Male Female Total
National Religious Secondary Schools 7 8 15 63 96 159
Government-aided Religious Schools 7 9 16 71 94 165
TOTAL 14 17 31 159 165 324

Table 3. The level of the teaching aids used in the teaching and learning of arabic language vocabulary from the perspective

of the teachers.
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Very
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Table 4. The level of teaching aids used in the teaching and learning of arabic language vocabulary from the perspective of
the students.

Quite Very

Teaching Aids Never Often Often Often Mean SD Interpretation
[E40] Teacher use multiple teaching aids to teach (26) (108) (124) (66)

Arabic Language Vocabulary. 8.0 33.3 38.3 20.4 2.1 0.881 Moderate
[E41] Teacher use multiple teaching aids which (34) (123) (101) (66)

attracted students. 105 380 312 204 281 0926  Moderate
[E42] Teacher use textbook as teaching aid to teach 2) (55) (125) (142) 3.26 0.754 Hiah

Arabic Language Vocabulary. 0.6 17.0 38.6 43.8 ' ' g

[E43] Teacher use dictionaries as teaching aid to teach ~ (22) (58) (133) (111)

Arabic Language Vocabulary. 6.8 17.9 41.0 34.3 3.03 0.892 High

[E44] Teacher use work sheet as teaching aid to teach (28) (82) (143) (71) 279 0882 Moderate

Arabic Language Vocabulary. 8.6 25.3 441 219

[ e e o bt siing () 8) 09 6D s son e
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(o7 e v v L0 ehigadd ) 4B 09 6D o sow e

[E48] Teacher use software and LCD as teaching aid (110) (115) (65) (34)

to teach Arabic Language Vocabulary. 34.0 355 20.1 10.5 2.07 0.979 Moderate

[E49] Teacher use OHP or Visualizer as teaching aid (109) (113) (74) (28) 206 0.953 Moderate

to teach Arabic Language Vocabulary. 33.6 34.9 22.8 8.6
[E50] Teacher use pictures as teaching aid to teach (78) (107) (86) (53)
Avrabic Language Vocabulary. 241 33.0 26.5 16.4 2.35 1.020 Moderate

[E51] Teacher use real object as teaching aid to teach (85) (99) (84) (56) 234 1.048 Moderate

Arabic Language Vocabulary. 26.2 30.6 259 17.3
[E52] Teacher use TV as teaching aid to teach Arabic (129) (112) (50) (33)
Language Vocabulary. 39.8 34.6 15.4 10.2 1.96 0.980 Low
[E53] Teacher use recorder as teaching aid to teach (132) (109) (60) (23)
Arabic Language Vocabulary. 40.7 33.6 18.5 7.1 1.92 0.934 Low

levels. The items are E52 and E53. The highest mean is item E42 while the lowest mean is item E53. Overall,
the level of teaching aids usage in the teaching and learning of vocabulary in Arabic from the perspective of the
students are at a moderate level (mean 2.62). The textbooks and dictionaries are the teaching aids that are used
frequently in teaching vocabulary in Arabic and the least used teaching aids are the TV and the tape recorder.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The level of teaching aids usage in the teaching and learning of ALV from the perspective of the students and
teachers is at a moderate level. This finding is consistent with the other studies in the field of Arabic and Islamic
education. In their studies, Yusoff & Ghani (2008) and Jasmi & Tamuri (2011) show that the teaching aids are
not being fully utilized in the classroom.

The level of teaching aids usage in the form of non-electronic for teaching and learning ALV is high. The
high dependency on the use of textbook shows that it is widely used in Arabic teaching and learning in Malaysia.
This situation is in line with the instructions stated in the Ministry of Education’s Circular 12/1999, which re-
quires the use of textbooks and exercise books as recommended by the ministry. The textbook used is consi-
dered to meet the characteristics of teaching aids that should explain vague and difficult ideas, contain beautiful
colours, have appropriate size and should be durable, cost effective and can give a big impact in teaching and
learning (Jasmi & Tamuri, 2007).

The high use of dictionary in this study contradicts Mohamad (2003) study that finds the use of dictionaries
among the students and teachers are at an unsatisfactory level. However, her research shows that the use of a
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dictionary helps the students to answer the questions in their tests and examinations. The use of a dictionary can
also encourage the students to learn the language and increase the size of their vocabulary (Aminah & Hasnah,
2015). In terms of the types of dictionary to be used, Ahmad Riza et al. (2005) find that more students prefer to
use Arab-Malay dictionary than Arabic-Arabic dictionary. The use of electronic teaching aids is at a moderate
level. The level may be caused by the following factors: the lack of availability of the teaching aids, they are not
user-friendly, the lack of knowledge concerning the handling of such teaching aids or they are not being pro-
vided by the school (Harun, Ruskam, Baharuddin, Othman, & Sarip, 2015).

In conclusion, the use of teaching aids, both electronic and non-electronic forms need to be enhanced in ALV
teaching and learning process. This is because the use of teaching aids can improve the effectiveness of teaching
and learning, improve the knowledge and skills and should complement the teaching methods that are constantly
changing over time (Harun et al., 2015).

5. Implications of Study

The findings of the study have direct implications for teaching and learning ALV, especially in Malaysia. Cur-
riculum Development Division of the Ministry of Education should provide ALV word lists that meet the needs
of the students. The word list could be formed from the combination of thematic and frequent word list. Ministry
of Education’s Textbook Division should also pay special attention to the aspects of vocabulary that should be
mastered by the students during the preparation of textbooks. For example, the high frequency vocabulary ought
to be printed in coloured fonts. The instructions on how to use the dictionary should be explained in details in
the textbooks. As such, it would help the teachers and students in teaching and learning this foreign language.
Students can get information such as spelling, pronunciation, etymology and the usage of the word by using dic-
tionaries because entries in any dictionary usually contains words that are common, widespread and high fre-
quency of use (Nasuka & Saidin, 2014). Teachers also need to diversify the use of teaching aids so that the
Arabic vocabulary stated in the Arabic Language Syllabus can be mastered by the students. Teachers also have
to teach the students about how to use the dictionary to get the exact meaning of a new word learned. Teachers
also need to expose the students to various vocabulary learning strategies to be used in the classroom, outside
the classroom or during an exam. Vocabulary learning strategies such as memorizing strategies can help the
students to master the vocabulary in Arabic.
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