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Abstract

This paper aimed to describe the differences between lifetime and past-year victimizations, to in-
vestigate the correlations between the victimizations in two different moments (lifetime and in
the past year), and to investigate the influence of lifetime victimization on the occurrence of
past-year victimization. Participants were 426 students, aged between 12 to 18 years, from pri-
mary and secondary public schools in Goiania (Brazil). 54.2% (N = 231) were female and 45.8% (N
= 195) were male. The mean age of participants was 13.87 years (SD = 1.33; Mean = 14 years). The
results showed that lifetime victimizations tend to be higher than in the year before. The correla-
tions between past-year and lifetime victimizations were significant and positive (p < 0.000), in-
dicating that both follow the same direction, namely, increasing victimization at a given time coin-
cides with increasing victimization at another time. It should also be noted that among all victimi-
zations, peer victimization tends to achieve the highest probability of repetition (61.8%), followed
by sexual victimization (55.6%), conventional crime (47.4%), witnessing (46.1%), and maltreat-
ment (45.5%). The positive correlations and regressions indicate positive relationships between
the type of victimization, and lifetime occurrences influence past-year occurrences. Therefore, in-
vestigating past-year victimization can be considered a good predictor of the next-year occurrence
of victimization.
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1. Introduction

The financial cost in Brazil for assisting victims of violence reaches 5% of the gross domestic product. Among
adolescents, mostvictims report cases of sexual (56%), psychological (50%) and physical (48%) violence (Brazil,
2008). Most episodes (50%) occur in their own homes and 38% consist of repeat violence (Brazil, 2008). Re-
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garding the relationship with the abuser, 21% are unknown, 20% are friends or acquaintances, and 12% are the
adolescents’ own fathers (Brazil, 2008). Souza and Jorge (2006) state that the use of licit and illicit drugs and
firearms collaborate with violence against children and adolescents, as they are the main factors involved in vic-
timization and death. Many of adolescents’ deaths in large Brazilian cities are due to conflicts that originated in
gang fights in the retail drug market and account settlement or conflicts between the police and drug dealers.

In addition to the material cost, there is the psychological cost for those suffering from violence because, ac-
cording to Finkelhor, Turner and Ormrod (2007), it is possible that a type of victimization can generate vulnera-
bility to other types. Any form of violence is able to create psychological conditions that can increase the risk of
different types of victimization in the future. On the other hand, the dissemination of victimization and the hete-
rogeneity of the associations reinforce the feeling that this is a permanent condition for victims (Finkelhor, Or-
mrod & Turner, 2007). Recent Brazilian studies also describe the consequences of long-term effects of victimi-
zation, in which victims had suggestive symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (Williams, D’Affonseca,
Correia, & Albuquerque, 2011).

Studies on victimization seek to describe five different types of violence against children and adolescents:
conventional crime, maltreatment, victimization by peers, sexual victimization, witnessing and indirect victimi-
zation (Finkelhor, Hamby, Ormord, & Turner, 2005). This instrument can cover all types of victimization de-
scribed so far, even those in the intra-family context. For these studies the translated version adapted for the
Brazilian population was used (Faria & Zanini, 2011).

Analyzing the significant differences in lifetime and past-year victimizations helps understand the dynamics
of victimizations and allows for an assessment of the probability of further occurrences along the adolescents’
lives. In addition, early identification of victimizations for precise interventions becomes imperative, in order to
stop the repeating cycle and the harmful effects of this exposure. Therefore, this article aims to determine the
relationship between lifetime and past-year victimizations in a sample of adolescents, in order to foresee the in-
fluence of current victimizations on future victimization.

2. Method
2.1. Participants

Four hundred twenty-six individuals aged 12 to 18 years participated in the study; elementary and secondary
students of four public schools in Goiania (Brazil). State schools were chosen because the clientele in these in-
stitutions consists of adolescents. The schools were selected by conglomerates after agreeing to participate in the
study, during a meeting to present its objectives.

Participants were excluded from the sample when they had any intellectual impairment that prevented under-
standing the instrument questions, or a visual impairment requiring teachers’ help or support to answer, com-
promising the accuracy and confidentiality of information.

2.2. Instruments

The instrument used in this study was the version translated into Portuguese and adapted to the Brazilian popu-
lation, Juvenile Victimization Questionnaire (JVQ) (Finkelhor, Hamby, Ormord, & Turner, 2005). By using the
34-item questionnaire, it is possible to assess five types of victimization: conventional crime (items 1 to 8), mal-
treatment (items 9 to 12), victimization by peers (items 13 to 18), sexual victimization (items 19 to 25), wit-
nessing and indirect victimization (items 26 to 34). Each item can be coded by 0, if the students have not expe-
rience this victimization in the last year or in lifetime, or 1, if the student have experienced this victimization in
the last year or in lifetime and the final score for each type of victimization is obtained by adding the items.

2.3. Procedures

After approval of the project by the Ethics Committee and authorization from the State Department of Education
of Goias, the schools were contacted in order to explain the research objectives. Dates and times were scheduled
with the schools that agreed to participate for clarification of the research objectives and handling of consent
forms. The students were invited to participate on a voluntary basis, with the permission of their guardians, fol-
lowing guidelines and requirements of the Ethics Committee. For those who agreed to participate in the survey,
the consent forms were provided for parents and guardians; the participants who returned them with their par-
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ents’ permission participated in data collection as previously scheduled.

2.4. Data Analysis

The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, paired t-test, correlations and simple regressions in
the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 20.0.

3. Results

Of the 426 participants, 54.2% (N = 231) were female and 45.8% (N = 195) were male. The mean age of partic-
ipants was 13.87 years (SD = 1.33; Mean = 14 years).

3.1. Comparison between Lifetime and Past-Year Victimizations

In order to investigate whether the differences between the lifetime and past-year victimization are really signif-
icant, a paired t-test was performed. The t-test of means between lifetime and past-year victimizations showed
that victimizations tend to occur more frequently throughout their lives than in the past year, which is likely a
result of victimization accumulation over the years.

However, regarding victimization by peers (t = —2.470; p < 0.014) and sexual victimization (t = —2.155; p <
0.032), the level of significance demonstrates that the scene tends to be the same, particularly for sexual victi-
mization (Table 1), that is, they have similarly occurred during their lifetime and in the last year, because the
level of significance of the differences between means decreases from p < 0.000 to p < 0.05, thereby showing
that there tend to be smaller differences from one moment to the other.

Nevertheless, the results demonstrate that lifetime victimization tends to be higher than in the past year, a
factor understood as arising from the accumulation of occurrences over one’s lifetime compared to past year,
which includes only twelve months.

3.2. Correlations and Influences of Lifetime and Past-Year Victimizations

The assessment of the occurrences of lifetime victimization and past-year victimization can indicate that there
are relationships between the different types of victimization. Positive correlations between the victimizations
indicate a directly proportional relationship between them at the different times.

The Pearson’s correlation between past-year and lifetime victimizations aimed to investigate the relationship
between these two moments. The results in Table 2 show that the correlations between past-year and lifetime
victimizations are significant and positive (p < 0.000), indicating that victimizations in these two moments have
increased or decreased together. The positive and significant correlations between past-year and lifetime victi-
mizations also demonstrate that past-year victimizations have maintained a similar relationship with lifetime

Table 1. Means, standard deviations (in parentheses) and statistical test of lifetime and past-year victimizations.

Performed measures Statistical test
Mean N SD t Gl p

Last year 1.7697 304 1.63893

Conventional crime -10.272 303 0.000
Lifetime 2.5822 304 1.83291
Last year 1.2384 365 1.10227

Maltreatment —-5.149 364 0.000
Lifetime 1.4932 365 1.22837
Last year 1.2146 233 1.24095

Peer —2.470 232 0.014
Lifetime 1.3476 233 1.27786
Last year 0.4972 362 0.97119

Sexual —2.155 361 0.032
Lifetime 0.5829 362 1.11650
Last year 2.3302 321 1.83286

Witnessing or indirect -6.311 320 0.000
Lifetime 2.8910 321 2.09999

(=)
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Table 2. Correlations between past-year victimizations and lifetime victimizations.

Types of victimization

(P

Past-year 0.690
Conventional crime 0.000
Lifetime (0.000)

Past-year
Maltreatment 83(7)8
Lifetime (0.000)
oo Past-year 0.787
Lifetime (0.000)

Past-year
Sexual 8333
Lifetime (0.000)

Past-year
Witnessing or indirect 8338
Lifetime (0.000)

victimization. In this case, when one of them increases, the other one tends to increase too.

A stronger correlation between past-year and lifetime victimizations was found, but positive correlations in-
dicate that any kind of victimization is positively related with all its other forms.

These data are also important because they show significant results on the incidence and recurrence. In order
to investigate whether lifetime victimizations can have influenced the occurrence of subsequent victimizations,
and whether the current victimizations can predict others in the future, a simple regression was calculated for
each moment.

The ANOVA test (F (1.302) = 273.963) shows that the model is significant for victimizations by conventional
crime because it is associated with a probability value in the order of p < 0.000 (Table 3). The experiences of
lifetime victimizations by conventional crime explain 47.4% of those occurring in the last year. Thus, lifetime
victimization by conventional crime was an important factor for victimization by conventional crime in the past
year.

With similar results, lifetime maltreatment explains past-year occurrences in 45.5% of victimizations (F
(1.363) = 305.230, p < 0.000). Regarding victimizations by peers, stronger values are observed in the model:
lifetime victimizations explain 61.8% of past-year victimizations (F (1.231) = 376.450, p < 0.000) (Table 3).
Lifetime sexual victimizations were also high, explaining 55.6% of past-year victimizations (F (1.360) =
452.212, p < 0.000) (Table 3). We can state that the experience of lifetime victimization favored current victi-
mizations and that current victimizations will favor future victimizations. Still, lifetime indirect or witnessed
victimizations explain 46.1% of past-year victimizations (F (1.319) = 274.402, p < 0.000) (Table 3).

Of all victimizations, victimization by peers tends to be those most likely repeatable, followed by sexual vic-
timization, victimization by conventional crime, witnessed victimization and maltreatment.

4. Discussion

This article aimed to describe the differences between past-year and lifetime victimizations; to investigate the
correlations between victimizations in two different moments (lifetime and in the past year), and to investigate
the influence of lifetime victimization on the occurrence of past-year victimization.

The mean number of victimizations was higher in the lifetime compared with the past year, which can be ex-
plained by the longer time of assessment and hence the accumulation of victimization. However, victimization
by peers and sexual victimization tend to have less significant differences when both moments are compared,
thereby suggesting that the occurrence of these two types of victimization might have increased in the last year.

Lifetime victimization by peers and sexual victimization (Table 3) explained the occurrence of past-year in
61.93% of victimizations by peers and in 55.65% of sexual victimizations. As also demonstrated by the correla-
tions (Table 2), a positive correlation among all types of victimization indicates that one victimization increases
the risk of other occurrences in adolescents. If any of them increases the chances of occurrence of other types of
victimization, then these two types can be considered the most worrying because they have higher values of

(=)
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Table 3. Victimization by conventional crime, maltreatment, victimization by peers, sexual victimization, witnessing and
indirect victimization—results from the simple regression, using as a dependent variable the criterion last year and as an
antecedent variable the criterion lifetime.

Last year

Beta T p<

Victimization by conventional crime

Lifetime 0.69 16.552 0.000
Regression Coefficient R =0.69
Explained Variance R? = 0.476; R%agjusted = 0.474
Model Significance F (1.302) = 273.963; p < 0.000

Victimization by maltreatment

Beta t p<
Lifetime 0.676 17.471 0.000
Regression Coefficient R =0.676
Explained Variance R? = 0.457; R%agjusted = 0.455
Model Significance F (1.363) = 305.230; p < 0.000

Victimization by peers

Beta t p<
Lifetime 0.787 19.402 0.012
Regression Coefficient R=0.787
Explained Variance R? = 0.620; R?agjustea = 0.618
Model Significance F (1.231) = 376.450; p < 0.000

Sexual victimization

Beta t p<
Lifetime 0.746 21.265 0.002
Regression Coefficient R =0.746
Explained Variance R? = 0.557; R%agjusted = 0.556
Model Significance F (1.360) = 452.212; p < 0.000

Winessedor Indirect victimization

Beta t p<
Lifetime 0.680 16.565 0.000
Regression Coefficient R =0.680
Explained Variance R? = 0.462; R%agjusted = 0.461
Model Significance F (1.319) = 274.402; p < 0.000

explained variance from lifetime to past-year victimizations. Therefore, they pose more risk for adolescents to
experience any other type of victimization, including the same type.

In other words, these results show that lifetime victimization has influenced the past-year victimizations. This
means that the continuity of current victimization experiences can favor the experience of future victimizations,
since they are related. Therefore, investigating past-year victimizations can be considered a good predictor of
events in the coming years. In addition, victimization by peers and sexual victimizations were more likely to re-
peat, and considering that any type of victimization sets a precedent for others, it is important to care for and
prevent any kind of victimization, especially those that are most likely to relapse.

(=)
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One explanation for these results can lie in the theories on learned helplessness that explain the difficulty that
individuals have in responding appropriately to traumatic events over which they believe they have no control
(Seligman, 1975, 1991, cited by Myers, 2014). The repeated victimizations can be considered traumas, confirm-
ing the victim’s idea that it is not possible to have control over the situation and that he is doomed to suffer. For
Bandura (1994), self-efficacy influences how people think, feel and act. Self-efficacy is the judgment that
people have of their abilities to solve problems or achieve their goals. Self-efficacy helps the individual deter-
mine what to do using their skills and abilities. People with low self-efficacy perceive problem situations as
more difficult than they really are and feel unable, because they attribute the failures to personal aspects and lose
faith in themselves (Bandura, 1994).

Whereas any type of victimization sets a precedent for the others, it is important to care for and prevent any
kind of victimization, especially those with greater probability of recurrence, because they can cause the feeling
of lack of control and make victims more passive regarding the recurrences.

Despite of this discussion data from this study should be analised with caution because it is based on
self-report questionnaire and a transversal study and could be affected by the effect of participant’s memory and
emotions. Future studies should focused on multiple methodologies to solve or investigate the effect of
self-report and memory aspects.
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