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Abstract 
Against the background of the new era, the implementation of the rural revi-
talization strategy is an inevitable requirement for solving the existing major 
social contradictions in China and realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chi-
nese nation. The richness of farmers’ ideological and cultural qualities is di-
rectly related to the effectiveness of rural revitalization and affects the overall 
process of rural modernization. “Cultural revitalization” in rural revitalization 
provides an inexhaustible spiritual driving force for enhancing the spiritual 
outlook of villagers. Therefore, guided by cultural revitalization, fully exploring 
the values contained in local folk culture represented by Minnan Gezi Opera is 
a practical need for further realizing rural revitalization and also one of the core 
meanings of enabling the rural cultural industry to transform into a moderni-
zation-oriented model. 
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1. Introduction 

General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out that “to promote rural revitalization and 
strengthen the ideological and moral construction in rural areas, it is necessary to 
be led by the core socialist values and deeply explore the humanistic spirit and 
ideological concepts contained in excellent traditional culture.” (Tan & Tan, 2021: 
p. 50). With the in-depth promotion of the rural revitalization strategy, cultural 
revitalization has gradually become an important part of rural revitalization. As a 
local folk culture, Minnan Gezi Opera contains values that are the deep-seated 
memories of the people in Fujian, Taiwan region and rural areas, and it is a com-

How to cite this paper: Chen, B. C. (2025). 
Exploration on the Modern Value and Path 
of the Inheritance of Minnan Gezi Opera 
from the Perspective of Rural Revitalization. 
Advances in Applied Sociology, 15, 377-386. 
https://doi.org/10.4236/aasoci.2025.155021 
 
Received: April 27, 2025 
Accepted: May 23, 2025 
Published: May 26, 2025 
 
Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and  
Scientific Research Publishing Inc. 
This work is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution International  
License (CC BY 4.0). 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

  Open Access

https://www.scirp.org/journal/aasoci
https://doi.org/10.4236/aasoci.2025.155021
https://www.scirp.org/
https://doi.org/10.4236/aasoci.2025.155021
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


B. C. Chen 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/aasoci.2025.155021 378 Advances in Applied Sociology 
 

mon emotional bond connecting Fujian and Taiwan region. “Among the more 
than 20 million compatriots in Taiwan region, those whose ancestral hometown 
is Zhangzhou account for 35.8%, with a population of more than 8 million, rank-
ing first in the proportion of the population of the ancestral hometowns of com-
patriots in Taiwan region”. (He, 2011: p. 1) Therefore, it is necessary to pay atten-
tion to giving play to the role of local folk culture, influencing people with culture, 
and injecting new vitality into rural revitalization. At present, the exploration of 
the values contained in Minnan Gezi Opera in China is not deep enough, and in 
the digital age, the research on its dissemination and promotion paths is not per-
fect enough. Therefore, on the basis of further consolidating the achievements of 
rural revitalization, it is necessary to comprehensively strengthen the Party’s uni-
fied leadership over rural cultural construction and make full use of local folk cul-
ture to empower the construction of the rural cultural industry, so as to meet the 
growing spiritual needs of the people. 

2. Overview of Minnan Gezai Opera 
2.1. History and Current Situation of Minnan Gezai Opera  

Minnan Gezai Opera originated in southern Fujian and took shape in Taiwan re-
gion. “It is a local opera genre sung in the Minnan dialect, mainly popular in the 
Xiangjiang River Basin of Zhangzhou Plain in the lower reaches of the Jiulong 
River in Fujian Province, and is one of the five major opera genres in Fujian Prov-
ince.” (Gao & Fang, 2016: p. 10). Its origin can be traced back to the early 20th 
century. It originally evolved from a series of folk song, dance and folk art forms 
such as “Chegu Nong” and “Zasui Xi” in the local area, and gradually became an 
independent form of opera art. At the end of the Ming Dynasty and the beginning 
of the Qing Dynasty, in order to avoid the chaos of war, the people in southern 
Fujian had no choice but to go to sea and enter Taiwan region to reclaim waste-
land. Along with them, a series of opera art forms from southern Fujian were also 
brought to Taiwan region. Locally, the “Gezai Zhen” was gradually formed, which 
later evolved into today’s “Gezai Opera”. “Although Minnan Gezai Opera was also 
renamed ‘Xiang Opera’ in the 1950s, the term ‘Gezai Opera’ is obviously more 
widely recognized across the Taiwan Strait in the long historical evolution.” (Li, 
2020: p. 82). This is because the term “Gezai Opera” is filled with a strong sense 
of nostalgia, and it naturally has become a great opera that serves as a bond of 
family affection connecting the two sides of the Taiwan Strait. Influenced by the 
integration of cultural diversity, in order to keep up with the development of the 
times, while retaining its traditional essence, Gezai Opera has also incorporated 
many modern elements to achieve its own innovative development. Nowadays, 
Minnan Gezai Opera has become one of the five major opera genres in Fujian 
Province and was listed in the National Intangible Cultural Heritage List in 2006. 
“Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) is a crucial component of human culture, rep-
resenting the accumulation of human civilization and wisdom.” (Wu et al., 2024: 
p. 2). As a member of the intangible cultural heritage, Minnan Gezai Opera show-
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cases the local customs and practices of southern Fujian in various art forms, 
demonstrating strong cultural inheritance power. 

2.2. Values Embodied in Minnan Gezai Opera 

Minnan Gezai Opera has been passed down from ancient times to the present, 
and it contains many excellent traditional values, such as the concepts of “integ-
rity”, “loyalty and filial piety”, “friendliness”, etc., which reflect the unique hu-
manistic spirit and social outlook of the Minnan region. With the changes of the 
times, Gezai Opera has been endowed with a lot of content rich in local charac-
teristics. It is a microcosm of the historical and cultural development of a nation 
and bears the cultural mission of connecting the family affection of compatriots 
in Fujian and Taiwan region. 

Firstly, the “concept of integrity”. As an important moral criterion in Minnan 
culture, integrity is mainly presented through the construction of dramatic plots. 
For example, the Gezai Opera “Qiaopi” is a work with integrity as its core theme. 
It tells the story of overseas Chinese compatriots who have been struggling abroad 
for many years sending Qiaopi (letters and remittances sent to their hometowns) 
back to their hometowns. It vividly portrays a picture of the “people waiting for 
Qiaopi” who are eagerly anticipating and the “Qiaopi senders” and “Qiaopi deliv-
erers” who are bravely striving. In the opera, even though the overseas Chinese 
compatriots face difficult lives overseas, they always insist on sending Qiaopi to 
their relatives, demonstrating their emphasis on the promises made to their fam-
ilies. In addition, the “Shuike” (people who deliver Qiaopi) in the opera are also 
the key focus. “Shuike are the bridge of ‘Qiaopi’. Every time they ‘deliver Qiaopi’, 
they need to entrust their lives to the unpredictable sea, which is a struggle against 
fate.” (Li, 2022: p. 54). No matter how difficult it is, they can always insist on de-
livering the “Qiaopi” to the other party, reflecting the powerful spiritual core of 
the people in Minnan, which is “dare to strive and win, and establish a career with 
integrity”. 

Secondly, the “concept of loyalty and filial piety”. “In the survey, it can be found 
that the ancestral hall in southern Fujian embodies strong features such as wor-
ship of Confucianism and emphasis on roots” (Liu & Zhang, 2024: p. 83). Minnan 
Gezai Opera originated in the Fujian and Taiwan regions. The “concept of loyalty 
and filial piety” embedded in it is a inheritance of the “loyalty, filial piety, integrity, 
and righteousness” in Confucian culture, and a manifestation of the deep integra-
tion of traditional ethics and regional culture. “From the perspective of its devel-
opment and evolution, works that advocate loyalty, filial piety, propriety, and 
righteousness account for the vast majority, which can be evidenced by traditional 
Minnan Gezai Opera works such as ‘Asking for Tuition Fees’, ‘An’an Rescuing 
His Mother’, and ‘The Blessings of Three Families’.” (Jian, 2022: p. 162). In the 
opera, through the use of artistic forms such as “speaking, singing, chanting, 
fighting, and acting” and the creation of classic character images, it presents loy-
alty to the country and the nation and conveys the value concept that “filial piety 
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comes first among all virtues”. This act of concretizing the concept of loyalty and 
filial piety has made Gezai Opera a unique spiritual symbol in the Minnan cultural 
ecosystem, and it has also become a crucial medium for maintaining cultural iden-
tity in the Fujian and Taiwan regions. 

Thirdly, the “concept of friendliness”. The concept of friendliness in Minnan 
Gezai Opera is presented through precise details and multiple perspectives. For 
example, the newly compiled Gezai Opera “The New Bride” is a work full of love 
and kindness. The story of the peddler Zhou Acheng and Xu Wanyu in this opera 
reveals the beautiful side of human nature. When facing family changes, Xu 
Wanyu unhesitatingly sticks to her family and silently makes sacrifices for it. This 
decision reflects her inner kindness and decisiveness. When the peddler Zhou 
Acheng learns about the changes in Xu Wanyu’s family, he always adheres to his 
kindness. Gradually, a sense of pity arises in his heart, which prompts him to self-
lessly offer a helping hand. “It enables the audience to feel the brilliance of human 
nature while enjoying the opera, and further triggers their pursuit and persever-
ance of truth, goodness and beauty.” (Fu, 2024: p. 19). The content presented in 
this opera truly explores the beauty of human nature from the perspective of “love 
and kindness”, and the values of “truth, goodness and beauty” it conveys echo the 
core socialist values in the new era. 

3. The Modern Value of the Inheritance of Minnan Gezai  
Opera from the Perspective of Rural Revitalization  

“Rural Revitalization aims to build rural China into a place with industrial pros-
perity, environmental-friendly living, civilized culture, effective governance, and 
abundant life.” (Xin & Deng, 2025: p. 1). The inheritance and promotion of Min-
nan Gezai Opera can, to a certain extent, boost the effectiveness of the rural revi-
talization strategy. As one of the components of local folk culture, it demonstrates 
tenacious vitality at the economic, cultural, and educational levels. The values it 
contains provide a source of strength for the revitalization of rural cultural indus-
tries. 

3.1. Economic Value: Gathering the Strength of the People and  
Boosting Rural Economic Development 

“It confirms that the revitalization of rural industries plays a pivotal role in reduc-
ing income inequality.” (Chen & Wu, 2025: p. 2). As a local folk culture, Gezai 
Opera contains profound cultural heritage and unique artistic charm. It is an im-
portant source for the development of local cultural tourism resources and the 
main force in the revitalization of rural cultural industries. To a certain extent, it 
affects the development of local cultural industries and the income level of resi-
dents, and plays a role in promoting economic development. A key way to further 
realize its economic value is to deeply integrate Gezai Opera with local tourism 
resources to form cultural tourism resources and use digital media for dissemina-
tion, so as to attract more tourists to watch. Firstly, elements such as the “props, 
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costumes, and music” in Minnan Gezai Opera are integrated into rural character-
istic industries to form new consumption hotspots. By holding cultural festivals, 
it helps to create the characteristic brand of the “hometown of opera culture”, 
thereby increasing public attention. In addition, on this basis, it is necessary to 
comprehensively create an integrated characteristic industrial chain of “opera + 
culture + catering + accommodation + transportation” to create a good rural tour-
ism base, so as to improve the overall economic benefits of the countryside and 
better drive local economic development. Secondly, with the advent of the digital 
and intelligent era, the value concepts contained in Gezai Opera can be widely 
disseminated through digital media, allowing more audiences to understand the 
cultural heritage of Gezai Opera. Use intelligent technology to develop digital 
products and cultural and creative products related to Gezai Opera, and integrate 
the excellent value elements contained in Gezai Opera into them. Publicize and 
sell them through online e-commerce platforms, continuously expand its sales 
market, and thus extend the economic value it creates. 

3.2. Cultural Value: Inheriting Excellent Chinese Culture and  
Promoting Cultural Identity between Fujian and Taiwan  
Region 

Minnan Gezai Opera originates from the people and is deeply rooted in the rural 
areas of southern Fujian. It carries cultural contents such as the living customs, 
historical beliefs, and folk customs of compatriots in Fujian and Taiwan region. It 
is the crystallization of the wisdom of generations of people in Fujian and Taiwan 
region and serves as a bridge for cultural exchanges between compatriots on both 
sides of the Taiwan Strait. As the main cultural base that gave birth to Gezai Opera, 
Minnan culture can be regarded as the cultural root of Gezai Opera. What Minnan 
Gezai Opera embodies is not only the inheritance of Minnan culture but also the 
inheritance of excellent traditional Chinese culture. In order to have a deeper un-
derstanding of the cultural origin of Gezai Opera, we need to start with Minnan 
culture. Firstly, “the germination of Minnan culture began when a large number 
of Han people from the Central Plains migrated to southern Fujian during the 
Yongjia period of the Jin Dynasty. Minnan culture was precisely nurtured on the 
basis of the Central Plains culture that was introduced into Fujian from the Jin 
Dynasty to the Tang Dynasty”. (Chen et al., 1997: p. 17) On the basis of preserving 
the Central Plains culture, integrating the Minyue culture, and absorbing the Nan-
yang culture, it has constructed a cultural ecological system with its own charac-
teristics. The Central Plains culture within it retains a large number of ancient 
Confucian cultural ideas. For example, values such as “loyalty, filial piety, integ-
rity, righteousness” and “benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and 
faith” are its connotations, which are in the same vein as the excellent traditional 
Chinese culture. This lays a cultural foundation for striving to build a harmonious 
society. Secondly, given that compatriots in Fujian and Taiwan region share the 
same local language, cultural background, and folk customs, and under the com-
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bined influence of the immigrant spirit and cultural needs, Minnan Gezai Opera 
has gradually become a spiritual bond that connects compatriots on both sides of 
the Taiwan Strait. Many of its plays are derived from reality and can accurately 
reflect the corresponding character stories and historical plots, thus deepening the 
in-depth understanding of compatriots in Fujian and Taiwan region of their com-
mon cultural background and historical memory. It is a crucial medium for pro-
moting cultural identity between Fujian and Taiwan region. 

3.3. Educational Value: Enriching the Forms of Rural Education  
and Enhancing the Effectiveness of Cultural Education  

Minnan Gezai Opera contains concepts that are in line with the core socialist val-
ues. For example, concepts such as “getting rich through hard work, establishing 
a career with integrity, and being harmonious and friendly” can be integrated with 
rural ideological and political education to carry out ideological education for 
people in society. This enriches new forms of rural education, guides villagers to 
establish correct values, and conducts moral and aesthetic education for them, so 
as to enhance the effectiveness of cultural education. Firstly, carry forward tradi-
tional virtues and achieve “moral education”. From the perspective of rural revi-
talization, the moral enlightenment function of Minnan Gezai Opera has become 
increasingly prominent. Many of its scripts are drawn from folk legends and con-
tain rich ethical and aesthetic values. For example, “Chen San and the Fifth Lady” 
promotes a loyal and romantic view of love; “Liu Xiu’s Restoration of the Coun-
try” presents the ethical concept of loyalty and filial piety; “Qiaopi” conveys the 
values of diligence, hard work, honesty and trustworthiness. By learning Gezai 
Opera and being influenced by traditional virtues, the moral and humanistic qual-
ities of rural residents can be continuously improved, and the cultivation of their 
own good qualities can be realized, which helps to build a harmonious and beau-
tiful society. Secondly, attach importance to traditional art forms and cultivate 
one’s own aesthetic qualities. Minnan Gezai Opera includes various art forms such 
as “costumes, makeup, and music”. Through performances with simple makeup, 
it shows the essential beauty of folk art. By making use of the beauty of styling and 
performance, a multi-level aesthetic education system can be further established, 
enabling villagers to better experience the aesthetic value brought by traditional 
art, so as to meet the aesthetic needs of villagers at the spiritual level. 

4. Practical Exploration of the Inheritance of Minnan Gezai  
Opera from the Perspective of Rural Revitalization 

The cultural values embodied in Minnan Gezai Opera play an important role in 
empowering the construction of civilized rural customs from the perspective of 
rural revitalization, especially in aspects such as cultural “inheritance, construc-
tion, and development”. At present, Minnan Gezai Opera faces difficulties in 
terms of “policy and system, funding, talent, and cultural education”. Therefore, 
taking these aspects as the overall focus, it is necessary to actively construct an 
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inheritance mechanism for Gezai Opera, a local folk culture, and actively respond 
to the call for the protection of intangible cultural heritage. 

4.1. Resource Integration: Increasing Capital Investment and  
Enhancing Cultural Influence  

Currently, in addition to formulating corresponding laws, regulations and policies 
for the inheritance of Gezai Opera, an intangible cultural heritage, it is also nec-
essary to increase capital investment and continuously reshape the vitality of the 
inheritance of Minnan Gezai Opera. This has already become one of the important 
links in the protection of intangible cultural heritage and is a key way to enable 
Minnan Gezai Opera to showcase the unique charm of Chinese culture to the 
world. Mr. Li Yiwen proposed in the article “My Vision for the Management of 
the Troupe” that “Taking the path of industrial operation in the reform is an in-
evitable choice for the survival and development of the Zhangzhou Xiang Opera 
Troupe.” (Li, 2014: p. 122) Therefore, the government needs to increase the capital 
investment in the inheritance of Minnan Gezai Opera and incorporate it into the 
plan for the revitalization of rural cultural industries, so that the cultural inher-
itance of Minnan Gezai Opera can continuously drive the development of rural 
cultural industries. At the same time, it is also necessary to establish special funds, 
broaden the publicity channels, and strengthen exchanges with external enter-
prises, etc., to continuously achieve the innovative development of Minnan Gezai 
Opera. In addition, on the basis of increasing the investment in the inheritance of 
Minnan Gezai Opera, it can also rely on the tourism industry to achieve a two-
way win-win development model of “cultural industry + tourism industry”, create 
cultural and creative products with its own regional characteristics, and through 
international cultural exchange activities, promote them to the world stage, and 
strive to create a unique and beautiful business card for traditional Chinese cul-
ture. In short, the inheritance of Minnan Gezai Opera needs to cooperate more 
with other industries, continuously achieve its own creative transformation and 
innovative development, strive to build its own brand, improve its own popular-
ity, and at the same time, continuously enhance the international influence of tra-
ditional Chinese culture. 

4.2. Digital Innovation: Attaching Importance to Talent Cultivation  
and Achieving Digital Dissemination  

With the advent of the digital and intelligent era, the inheritance of Minnan Gezai 
Opera also needs to rely on modern technological means, especially the applica-
tion of digital and intelligent technologies, in order to achieve a breakthrough in 
traditional inheritance methods. “Talent is the primary resource; science and 
technology are the primary productive forces.” Only with the dual support of tal-
ent cultivation and digital technology can Minnan Gezai Opera more effectively 
achieve its own inheritance and development. Firstly, currently, the main audi-
ence of Minnan Gezai Opera is mainly middle-aged and elderly people. Young 
people are not very interested in traditional operas, and its inheritance is facing a 
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talent shortage dilemma. Therefore, the government needs to attach importance 
to the innovative inheritance of folk operas, increase the proportion of relevant 
courses on local folk operas offered in opera colleges and universities, and set up 
relevant opera majors such as Minnan Gezai Opera to form a group of profession-
als dedicated to the study of folk operas and cultivate new-era young people with 
professional opera skills. (Chen, 2022: p. 147) Encourage the integrated coopera-
tion model of “schools, enterprises and communities”. While providing employ-
ment opportunities for students, it also endeavors to cultivate local opera enthu-
siasts, prompting their transformation from “bystanders” to “participants” and 
continuously enhancing regional cultural identity. Secondly, “All civilizations are 
media histories. It is media technology that enables the preservation and dissem-
ination of human historical culture.” (Xu, 2022: p. 93) Folk operas in the digital 
age can make full use of media technology to achieve their own inheritance and 
development, especially the integration of digital education and modern media 
technology. Empower intangible cultural heritage with technology, break through 
time and space limitations, and make it truly “come alive”. For example, using 
technologies such as virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) to create vir-
tual stages, virtual scenes and role-playing can bring unique interactions and im-
mersive experiences to the audience and stimulate their interest in traditional folk 
operas. Only by fully understanding the cultural needs of villagers and the trend 
of the times can Minnan Gezai Opera be better inherited locally and shine with its 
due luster. (Huang, 2024: p. 19) 

4.3. Educational Inheritance: Empowering Rural Ideological and  
Political Education and Improving the Effect of Cultural  
Education  

Rural ideological and political education is a long-term project that needs to be in 
line with the actual needs of farmers and keep pace with the times. Integrating the 
excellent cultural values contained in Minnan Gezai Opera into the content of 
rural ideological and political education is an important way to achieve educa-
tional localization. By deeply exploring the potential values in local culture that 
conform to the contemporary mainstream ideology and integrating them with ru-
ral ideological and political education, it is an essential way to enhance villagers’ 
ideological awareness and cultural confidence and improve the effectiveness of 
cultural education. Firstly, attach importance to the application value of tradi-
tional local folk cultural resources. Due to the diverse ideological cognitions of 
farmers and their lack of active learning awareness, “rural grassroots cadres 
should make full use of media technology in the information age and explain prac-
tical cases, drama performances, etc. to farmers” (Chen & Liu, 2025: p. 8). Local 
grassroots organizations need to combine the actual situation, fully integrate 
opera culture with rural ideological and political education and the core socialist 
values, so as to achieve content innovation and at the same time empower the 
educational effect of rural ideological and political education. In addition, opti-
mize the good humanistic environment in rural areas. Grassroots governments 
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can integrate red spiritual culture and red folk culture into the process of opera 
creation, spread the revolutionary spirit, and realize an integrated education 
model of “local folk culture + red culture + rural ideological and political educa-
tion”. For example, they can strengthen the renovation of local characteristic 
buildings and create unique buildings that condense red culture and folk culture, 
so as to enhance the attractiveness of rural ideological education. This integrated 
education model not only enhances the attractiveness of education but also im-
perceptibly cultivates the cultural confidence of local villagers, thus injecting new 
spiritual vitality into rural revitalization. 

5. Conclusion  

At present, the local folk culture, Minnan Gezai Opera, as a treasure of the excel-
lent traditional culture in the Minnan region, continuously injects new vitality 
into the revitalization of rural culture, and it is of great value and significance for 
the inheritance of the values it contains. However, the inheritance process of the 
values of Minnan Gezai Opera is not smooth sailing. It requires the support of the 
government, schools, social figures and other sectors of society so that Minnan 
Gezai Opera can shine with new luster in the new era, and gradually drive the 
development of other aspects of the countryside, providing a source of motivation 
for comprehensively promoting the all-round revitalization of the countryside. 
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