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Abstract

This study aims to find out the parents’ involvement on their children’s’ edu-
cational attainment in mathematics from the teachers’ perspective in particu-
lar. The qualitative approach was actively employed. Besides, a sample of ex-
perienced teachers and educators was taken. The sample consists of 13 male
and female teachers with whom the notion of parents’ involvement was dis-
cussed, challenges of parents’ involvement, to what extent it might be effec-
tive, the purpose of parents’ involvement and how parents could be helpful to
the academic staff throughout the educational process, and the impact of such
involvement on the value system. In accordance with the research results; all
teachers were in favour of parents’ involvement. Parents’ involvement, ac-
cording to the interviewed teachers, is vital for the success of the educational
process. Some teachers, however, viewed parents’ involvement as a threat to
the school staff, i.e. they prefer a controlled level of involvement that does not
preach the teacher’s own work space and freedom. Some teachers expressed
the problem with parents’ involvement in the fact that some parents lack the
necessary level of awareness. Based on the research findings; I recommend a
broader parents’ involvement. The prior is in favour of children’s educational
attainment. Besides, specialized courses for parents should be seriously con-
sidered in order to raise their awareness. In the Negev region, for instance,
parents’ involvement is extremely limited due to polygamy, work burden and
other social problems.

Keywords

Education, Parents’ Involvement, Educational Psychology , Teacher’s Role

DOI: 10.4236/ce.2021.125083 May 28, 2021

1118 Creative Education


https://www.scirp.org/journal/ce
https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2021.125083
https://www.scirp.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2897-0175
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2036-1121
https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2021.125083
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

W. Hibi, N. Assadi

1. Introduction

Supremacy of human life and the sense of its significance is closely associated
with the supremacy of the moral code and the values that people would normally
resort to, whether individually or collectively. Or, through the correlation of a
particular human society with other societies. Here, each and every individual
holds a personal responsibility towards the continuity of human life, which
cannot be achieved without utmost cooperation.

Research by Halgunseth, Peterson, Stark, & Moodie (2009), indicates that
parents’ active involvement leads to better educational attainment and to the
acquisition of higher morals on their children’s behalf. New studies focus on
parents’ involvement in the educational process and to what extent it might
contribute to its success.

One of the major objectives of teaching is increasing the students’ educational
attainment. As the prior is the only criterion with which a student’s educational
growth and the possibility joining higher education institutions are measured.
Today, we are in a dire need for more versatile educational programmes and
methods which may contribute to a notably better educational attainment.
Without cooperation, integration and coordination between the society as a
whole, parents and schools, the prior is unachievable. In order for education to
be a continuous process, and to, manifest into a behaviour, parents’ active in-
volvement should be present as a foundation stone for the support of their
children’s educational attainment and for the entrenchment of the value system.

In this study, I will tackle the teachers’ perspective on the parent’s involve-
ment’s effect on educational attainment and the value system of their children.

The study asks a very important question that relates to the students’
achievements, the school environment, and the educational process at large:
What is the effect of parents' involvement on the students' educational attain-

ment and their value system at school?

2. Parents’ Involvement

Parents’ involvement in the educational process is of extreme importance. It
certainly has a positive influence on the children’s educational attainment and
value system. Numerous researchers have conducted several studies on the prior
topic, and this phenomenon has found its way to educational research “parents”
involvement in the educational process is a social pattern that is rapidly increas-
ing and expanding. After being a matter of assessment and treatment, parents’
involvement has become an integral educational value (General Manager’s Pe-
riodical, 2011).

Parents’ involvement has a positive influence on the student’s mental and
cognitive capabilities as the parents’ behaviour and abilities reflect directly on
their children. “Parents” involvement in the scholastic work affects the mental,
behavioural, and cognitive aspects of the student greatly. It also contributes to

his/her mental development and progress. It also contributes to the creation of a
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positive scholastic atmosphere and the construction of cooperative relationships
which enforce the sense of commitment, belonging and work” (Badarneh, 2015).

According to accounts of MOE officials and the ministry’s official statement;
within the ministry itself, there has been a shifting in awareness, throughout the
last decade, concerning the role of parents in education and the nature of dialo-
gue which needs to occur between parents and teachers. Once children are inte-
grated into the educational institution, a shared responsibility between the par-
ents on the one hand and the institution on the other hand. Partnership is a
must between the various educational frameworks based on equality and part-
nership (Busharian & Shechtman, 2015).

Halgnest et al., have reviewed previously existing literature, based on which a
paradigm was established which suggests that parents’ participation and in-
volvement is integral for the enhancement of primary education and to the de-
velopment of healthy relationships within the family. This involvement is espe-
cially effective when it’s a reciprocal, positive and continuous one between home
and school.

Parents’ involvement in the educational process positively influences the posi-
tive growth of students. According to Dr. Edward Obeid, quoting Henderson,
writer of “The proofs,” when parents give enough attention to their children’s
schools, the children’s performance will subsequently improve, which will result
in them attending better schools. Three decades of studies have unquestionably
proved that parents’ active involvement will definitely, and via various routes,
lead to better results and higher educational attainment. The results remained
true despite the differences that occurred within the family structure during that
period of time. Despite the fact that the family’s involvement has risen to an ac-
ceptable standard, and has resulted in a notable enhancement in the nature of
the schools, still, there is much to be done; cooperation between the family, the
local community, and the school will enhance the children’s educational expe-
rience.

A significant portion of the education process occurs within the house and is
influenced by the whole family. We have the liberty here to say that here is
where success of the process is determined. Several other researchers urge that
the parents should be active participants in the process which will ultimately
lead to higher attainment, and individual skills acquisition. The prior, will in
part treat other problems within the school (Hewison & Tizard, 1980).

According to Arar et al. (2018) purpose of the research was to study the Arab
teachers’ perspective on parents’ involvement. Participants were 317 Arab
teachers within the Arab education system. Participants answered the surveys
which tested their perspective in the parents’ involvement in methodology, re-
sources, and classroom control. Generally speaking, school subjects regard par-
ents’ involvement as more correlated to resources and less to the classroom con-
trol. Newly-assigned teachers and younger teachers in general, who aren’t a part
of the administrative staff are in favour of deeper parental involvement than

their older and more experienced counterparts. The results contribute to a better
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understanding of the various components which influence the natural growth
and development of their children. According to a study conducted by Moshe
Levy (1999) the objective was to find the correlation between the professional
image of the teacher and his attitude on parents’” involvement, there were 211
participants teaching in both primary and secondary schools. A positive correla-
tion between the teacher’s image and the attitude towards the parents’ involve-
ment was detected. At primary school, teachers reported an increase in parents’
involvement as three areas of activity were noticed: material, organizational,
educational, and general policy. Teachers’ years of service and their attitude to-
wards parents’ involvement were not related. Teachers with the highest level of
education were less satisfied with the principal’s performance and commented
that parents need more specialized training in order to be involved.

When cooperation occurs between parents and teachers, they greatly contri-
bute to the student’s development, cognitively, emotionally, and socially. On the
other hand, the absence of cooperation between the two previously mentioned
frameworks might negatively affect their functions individually (Angelherd,
2012).

Integrating the parents is essential to the success of the school’s endeavours.
Still, a fear from the teachers’ side from intrusive involvement might be a wrong
start. Thus, they might resort to not establishing relationship or encouraging
involvement at all. Parents, especially those who had had less than perfect rela-
tionships with the schools, might have a relationship based on the philosophy
“doubtful respect” (Angelherd, 2012).

Thus, it is extremely important for teachers to make parents feel respected and
appreciated and that their efforts are desired and needed. Here, it’s important to
mention that overly stressing the importance of involvement to some parents
might generate pressure and lead to negative outcome. An experiment that was
conducted in the UK revealed that despite the fact that educators stress the no-
tion that parents’ involvement is needed and recommended, they still want the
process to occur in compliance with their own terms. Whereas a genuine part-
nership requires an exchange of experience and openness (Goodall & Varhaus,
2011).

2.1. Significance of Involvement

Reciprocation between home and school has become a need. As both the family
and the educators are partners in the process of the child’s growth and develop-
ment. Parents’ role is characterized by centrality as it goes beyond the provision
of the basic needs to a deeper comprehension of the child’s behaviour. Parents
are the party responsible for providing the kindergarten with the most accurate
information on their child, bestowing discipline in the child’s life, and raising a
child with a moral code (It is the beginning, 2015).

Teachers need to be tentative listeners when asked about their students.

Whether the questions were about their talents, capabilities, behaviour, or aca-
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demics. They should accept the inquiries and provide honest answers. Teachers
should also maintain good relationships with the parents and create a friendly
environment between them, which will reflect positively on the child’s develop-
ment.

Parents’ involvement is a non-negligible phenomenon as it’s notably gaining
more power and thus the confrontations between schools and parents are be-
coming more and more severe as schools might show less enthusiasm as desired.
The previously mentioned gap needs more focus on the subject in order to be
bridged.

Friedman and Fischer were the first to tackle the subject of parents’ involve-
ment. They sensed that there are pre-existing conditions according to which it is
possible to tell whether the parents’ desire is present. Like Friedman, Noah
(1992) differentiates between the concepts of involvement and interference. Ac-
cording to Noah, involvement is a specific concept that must do more with the
responsibilities agreed upon between the school and the parents. For instance:
fund-raising, school trips, class-renovation, parents-teachers association meet-
ings, festivals and visits. Whereas interference is a comprehensive concept that
expresses the relationship between schools and parents. The prior is expressed
when parents exhibit a wish to participate in the creation of school policies and
decision making. In the prior case, it is more of interference than merely partic-
ipation. It has been found that parents prefer schools where they are allowed to
participation in all aspects of the educational process. Friedman, Noah (1992) In
addition to the prior, parents are concerned that if they actively interfere with
the educational process, such behaviour might be harmful to their children.

In a study conducted by the Israeli centre for research and humanities, the re-
lationship between parents and the educational framework in kindergarten was
tested. The study revealed that changes to the educational system need to be car-
ried out in order for the relationship to improve (Greenbaum & Fred, 2011).
Ministry of education had assigned the teachers themselves the task of support
and change in order to enhance the existing relationship between the teachers
and the parents, especially during the early years of childhood (Ministry of Edu-
cation & Arab Knowledge Department, 2005).

2.2. Research Question

What is the effect of parents’ involvement on the student’s academic attainment

in mathematics according to the teachers’ perspective?

2.3. Hypothesis

Values play an indispensable role in controlling individual and collective beha-
viour. Parents’ involvement is important for communication with the school, it’s
essential that they participate in the making of the various educational pro-
grammes that the school depends on.

The study, thereby, aspires to answer the following questions:
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1) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment?

2) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s value system, ac-
cording to the teachers?

Boundaries of the study:

1) Human aspect: the teachers sample involved in the study. Teachers of all
levels who work in different schools in Israel.

2) Timeline: First semester of the scholastic year 2020/2021.

3) Area involved: Arab elementary and secondary schools within the Negev
region.

4) Academic boundaries: Only first and second title teachers were involved.

Significance of the study:

This particular study acquires its significance from the significance of the
subject itself. Education, morals, ethics, and values are among the most impor-
tant criteria for measuring social development. Superiority and advancement of
human life are closely related to how superior people’s ethics and values are, ei-
ther individually or collectively. And via this society’s relationship with its
counterparts.

Each and every individual has an obligation to the continuity and prosperity
of human life. The prior requires cooperation on all level. How prosperous life
is, is closely related to the human values and ethics.

Parents’ involvement has become an integral part of the educational process
as they are, in fact, genuine partners in it. Pedagogues and education scientists
are very concerned about values in general due to their connection with the ma-
jor objectives of education. Education, in any human society, is based on the
provision of human expertise to other individuals through social upbringing
which itself is based on values. Therefore, desired values must be entrenched in
the educational process. Values play a vital role in preserving the student’s cul-
tural identity which ultimately leads to social development.

In today’s world, we are in a dire need for pedagogies and methods which
provide us with variant and comprehensive educational perspectives that, ulti-
mately, lead to a notable improvement in the student’s overall educational at-
tainment. The prior cannot really be fulfilled without the parents’ active in-

volvement in the educational process.

2.4. Research Jargon

2.4.1. Educational Attainment
A student’s educational attainment is considered one of the most important mi-
lestones upon which his/her future is dependent. Some specialists believe that
examinations are the only channel through which a student’s overall compre-
hension is measured.

Educational attainment and defined by many is the student’s ability to coor-

dinate between his/her mental capacities on the one hand and their various tal-
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ents on the other hand in regards to the level of educational attainment that they
are able to achieve. It is also “the student’s ability to achieve the highest grades
possible which determines his/her position among the other students in the
same class or at school at large.”

According to Glenn (Glenn, 2012) the notion of educational attainment in-
volves numerous educational and psychological indications which define the
meaning of educational attainment as a basic criterion for judging the student’s
abilities in a specific curriculum. An important indicator to the level of rein-
forcement, advantages, and social roles that students deserve, and a major source
for feedback on the level of achievement of the educational objectives. And fi-
nally, it helps decide the scale of academic assistance that should be rendered to

each student depending on the specific liabilities that they face.

2.4.2. Parents’ Involvement

Despite the fact that the interest in parents’ involvement is rising, it is still, how-
ever, an ambiguous concept. Numerous definitions and terms that are similar to
it actually exist. And they might all agree or disagree on certain specifications.
Participation, engagement, and involvement are among the commonly used
ones. Involvement, for instance, relates to various activities that are carried out
by parents and through which they support their children at school and outside
the school’s walls. The prior is supervised by the teachers. Helping the students
with their homework or attending open days are common examples.

Participation, in this context, refers to parents’ involvement in the deci-
sion-making process at school through parents’ councils. Here, authority and
control are shared, and responsibilities are clearly distributed between home and
school.

According to Abu Jadou “it is an interest, a choice, an option or a judgement
made in accordance with certain principles and criteria created by the society,
which determines what’s desired and what’s rejected” (Abu-Jadou, 1998: p316).

Based on the prior definition, we could conclude that values are in fact a form
of balance between opinions or a judgement made by an individual in accor-
dance with certain social regulations.

Zaher defines them as “a set of standardized judgements that are connected
with realistic connotations that an individual acquires through interaction with
various attitudes and experiences that must be socially acceptable by a certain
group if individuals that are also manifested in the individual’s behavioural and
verbal contexts and his/her attitudes and interests” (Merton, 1968).

We could notice, in this context, that the prior definitions aren’t very different
as according to Zaher: values are a set of standardized judgements connected to
realities that acquired by the individual through actual practice and interaction
with what is deemed acceptable by the group of individuals that he/she is a part
of.

In this definition, we could also notice that values are considered guideline

standards that are procured from a particular group of people, thus they are po-
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werful and influential.

2.4.3. Value System

A value system is a set of elements that combine to create a certain reality. An
individual is thereby required to select his/her own value system which will cer-
tainly result in the outcome of this individual’s life. Any value system, in its sim-
ple composition, should include particular elements upon which the overall ma-
nifestation of this system is constructed. Among the previously mentioned ele-
ments are: work, which is the value upon which the primary realty of life is con-
structed, whether materialistically or morally. Justice, which is one of the basic
components of the absolute human value which is a divine creation. When those
two values, work and justice, are combined, most of the higher human values, such

as: honesty, discipline, acceptance of others, and care for others are all procured.

2.4.4. Mathematics as a Subject

Mathematics is the study of calculus, geometry, statistics and algebra. It also in-
cludes the study of dimensions, structure, variables, and space. Mathematics
could also be defined as the science that’s based on a vast and comprehensive
study of all abstract structures through the employment of numerous mathe-
matical proofs. The study of logic and mathematical notation are also integral
parts of mathematics. Mathematical notation is the study of all numbers with
their various patterns. Mathematics could basically be divided into a variety of
specialities branching from pure mathematics into a variety of sub-specialities

and disciplines.

3. Methodology
3.1. Research Type

This research was conducted in accordance with the quantitative method. Thus,
it is not expected to answer a question that stems from a specific hypothesis.
Still, it takes on a phenomenon of great significance that has not been tackled
and researched adequately. The method here is a collection of interviews in

which teachers are asked relevant questioned.

3.2. Research Sample

Participants are teachers working within the governmental schools of the Arab
community in Israel. 13 teachers working in different schools were chosen ran-

domly for credibility and transparency to be met.

3.3. Tools of the Research

The primary tool of the research is basically a set of interviews conducted with
teachers where teachers were asked specific questions in order to review their
perspectives on parents’ involvement and how vital this notion is to the im-
provement of their children’s educational attainment and the value system. In-

terview were conducted individually so that teachers’ privacy to be protected.
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4. Results

4.1. Analysis of the Interviews

Results of the interviews vary in accordance with the dominant culture of the so-
ciety where they were conducted. They also depend on the culture of the inter-
viewed teachers and the scientific experience of the school itself. Perspectives
regarding the topic are not identical.

All teachers, regardless of their differences, are in favour of parents’ involve-
ment, but the responses varied.

Parents’ involvement is, according to most teachers, of high priority education
in general is based on the parents, student, and school triangle. The overall ob-
jective of the three is achieving the best for the student. Thus, any malfunction-
ing in one of the three will inevitably affect the student in the first place. An ac-
tive involvement from the parents will ultimately encourage the student’s crea-
tivity and attainment, besides the vital role of the parents in the entrenchment of
their children’s value system.

Parents’ active involvement has a major positive influence on the students’
value system. It consolidates the concept of confidence within the student’s per-
sonality and among the involved parties. Parents’ involvement will certainly im-
prove the student’s educational and behavioural status and create a genuine
sense of belonging to the institution. It will also provide a sense of safety within
the school. More importantly, parents’ involvement will enable the parents to
identify their children’s liabilities and consequently thrive to deal with them.

The overall educational attainment of the students will be notably enhanced
due to their parents’ active involvement, and the detected liabilities will be over-
come. Besides liabilities, areas of advantage could also be identified in a student’s
personality due to his/her parents’ involvement.

Parents’ active involvement is not always easy to be achieved and can truly be
hindered my numerous factors. Work duties for instance, a student’s negative
attitudes and less than perfect attainment can be a liability that might discourage
his/her parents from being actively involved. And finally, lack of awareness from
some parents that might cause intrusion instead of positive involvement might
make some teachers less encourage to deal with parents.

To utterly cancel out involvement is not recommended. It might even be
harmful to students themselves. However, parents’ involvement should be al-
ways closely monitored in order to prevent positive involvement from turning

into harmful intrusion.

4.2. Recommendations

1) Raising parents’ awareness on the importance of their active involvement in
the educational process through specialized courses. The prior should be appli-
cable especially in the Negev region as the parents’ involvement is at its lowest
due to polygamy and work burden.

2) Parents’ involvement should be monitored can regulated in order to avoid
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harming the teachers’ performance.
3) More studies on the subject need to be conducted in order to obtain a
broader perspective on the notion of parents’ involvement.

4) School staff is highly encouraged to respect parents’ involvement.

5. Discussion

It is obvious that parents’ involvement in the education process can affect their
children’s educational attainment. Therefore, involvement should be of effective
nature as the educational process is an integrative one that happens at home and
at school simultaneously.

Students are the society’s foundation, as in few years they will take responsi-
bility for the prosperity of their societies. Therefore, parents’ involvement is a
vital need. Still, it is one that should be closely monitored and regulated. As far
as teachers are concerned, they are required to treat parents with respect and ac-
cept their involvement which will ultimately benefit their own children.

This research has tackled the importance of parents’ involvement and its in-
fluence on the educational process from the teachers’ perspective. All the inter-
viewed stressed the importance of such involvement and they were anonymously
in favour of it.

Parents’ influence on their children and their value system is of great signific-
ance. Thus, this influence must maintain positivity in all aspects.

To sum up, a concept of high priority was tackled. Teachers who were inter-
viewed shared their attitudes, concerns, perspectives, expertise, and personal ex-
periences. Both the importance of the phenomenon and the liabilities, especially
over-involvement from some parents, were discussed. Most teacher interviewed
had 15 - 30 years of experience and they were males in majority. I highly support
upcoming research on the same topics, especially those whose samples are fe-
male teachers.

Interview 1:

Mr. Soleiman Al-Assad,

Math teacher at Liqya elementary school,

27 years of experience.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I believe that parents’ role is one of great importance that they are a constitu-
ent of the parents, student, school triangle. Thus, I am for their involvement.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

It certainly benefits the educational process greatly and consolidates mutual
trust between the involved parties.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

It is an especially important role in the process at large. It also strengthens
mutual trust and creates reciprocation between all involved parties.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
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system?

It will certainly increase motivation which will reflect positively upon other
aspects.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

Parents are in fact the teacher’s partners. Thus, they will be able to identifies
their children’s weaknesses and help tackle them.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

A continuous connection between parents and school staff and routine visits
to school should be a continuum and not only a matter of emergency.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Lack of awareness to the importance of the notion, work burdens, and poly-
gamy.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I absolutely object such approach. Research has shown that parents’ involve-
ment is indispensable. Still, it should be closely monitored and regulated.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

Parents’ have effect on this particular aspect is huge. Throughout humanity,
values have been the foundation stone and any damage to this system is a dam-
age to the civilization at large. Take the story of Thomas Adison for instance,
whose success was a result of a consolidated system of values.

Interview 2:

Mr. Minwer Hajouj,

Math teacher,

20 years of experience.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I am for such notion and I consider it extremely important.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Improving students behaviourally and educationally.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

The pros here are numerous. For example, improving the student’s educa-
tional and behavioural status, creating a sense of discipline, and consolidating
the sense of belonging.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

It is enough for the student to feel cared about.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

When the student genuinely feels cared about, he/she will actively try harder

and more seriously in all aspects.

DOI: 10.4236/ce.2021.125083

1128 Creative Education


https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2021.125083

W. Hibi, N. Assadi

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

It is normal for people to place a great emphasis upon their children’s success;
both academically and behaviourally.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Some parents are aware of the fact that their child is educationally challenged,
which might reduce their desire to be part his school life.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

Schools cannot function without involved parents, just like a society cannot
function without schools.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

When a troublesome student takes notice of their parents’ constant presence
at school, they will definitely try to be better. And this is where the educator
should come in.

Interview 3:

Mr. Soleiman Abu Jabir,

CS teacher,

10 years of experience.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I am for such notion and I consider it extremely important. Both parents and
teacher do their best to improve students” educational attainment which means
that both parties have the same objective.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Improving students school attitude and achievement. And, enhancing the na-
ture of the relationship between the students themselves and the students and
the school staff.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Improving the student’s overall behaviour and creating a sense of safe envi-
ronment for the students.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

It’s definitely a positive influence. It consolidates the sense of belonging and
respect.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

A positive influence as well. It is important for student to know that their pa-
rental presence is genuine which will increase the student’s motivation and sense
of responsibility.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

Parents should take on their role in building their children’s skills and ability.
They should be aware of the fact that the school isn’t in fact the only source of
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education.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Lack of awareness is a major point here. The fact that positive and active in-
volvement might turn into a form of blatant intrusion is another liability. Some
parents might not recognize the fact that their child has made a mistake or was
the cause behind a certain problem or liability. They would only blame the
school for everything.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

Parents’ involvement should be a part of school life. Parents who don’t have
full awareness of their role should be guided. Their contributions need to be real
and effective instead of blaming the school at every possible occasion.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

I do not have any.

Interview 4:

Mr. Ahmed Abu Ratyoush,

Math teacher,

30 years of experience.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

The educational process has three pillars: parents, students, and school. If any
of the three is missing, the process is defected. So, yes, I strongly believe in the
importance of parents’ involvement.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Parents are one of the pillars. They should be involved in just about every as-
pect of the school life.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Parents are able to identify their children’s challenges and liabilities, which
will benefit their children on the long run.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

Parents’ involvement can help identify their children’s values and objective.
The prior has a major positive influence on the students.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

When parents are aware of their children’s level of attainment, facing difficul-
ties becomes easier for educators.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

It is basically their sense of responsibility towards their own children. besides,
it is the parents’ genuine desire to have children with superior ethical and aca-
demic achievement.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Work burden in the first place. Some parents don’t really have faith in the
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educational system, which might be a real liability.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I disagree. Parents’ involvement is of substantial position and it cannot be
dismissed.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

Value system could be affected here. For instance, if a student keeps showing
up late to school or doesn’t treat the school staff with respect, well, with the fa-
ther’s presence, that might just change.

Interview 5:

Mr. Nayef Niyarri,

Math/CS teacher.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I am strongly for. Parents, students, and school cannot be separated, and
through their cooperation a lot can be achieved.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Firstly, their involvement supports teachers and encourages them greatly. And
secondly, it is greatly beneficial for their own children.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

When a student takes notice of his father’s presence, this will definitely en-
courage the student to perform better and consolidate a sense of belonging.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

In addition to the answer to the previous question, this could help create dis-
cipline, respect, and caring for others in the student’s personality.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

Again, the father’s constant presence at school will drive the student forward.
A student’s performance will naturally improve when he/she feel that they are
monitored and cared about by their parents.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

It is normally out of caring for their own children, being up to date when it
comes to their attainment and rectifying a particular behaviour if necessary.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Some parents cannot actually differentiate between positive and active in-
volvement on one end, and blatant and harmful intrusion on the other.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I disagree. Parents’ involvement is of substantial position and it cannot be
dismissed. With constant involvement comes constant improvement in the stu-

dent’s academic and behavioural aspects
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9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

The value of belonging to school and preserving its premises.

Interview 6:

Mrs. Noura Abu Obeid.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I am for parents’ involvement. I believe it is essential for the success of the
educational process at large.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

The objective is obtaining a successful educational process and involving the
parents in decision-making process at school.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

It helps create a sense of discipline and enhance the student’s behaviour.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

The students will exhibit more interest when he/she observes the parents’ in-
volvement.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

When student are aware of the fact that their parents are wee-informed on
their performance, they will certainly try harder and do better.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

Parents are generally concerned with the scholastic performance of their
children; others might be motivated by a wish to participate in the school’s deci-
sion-making process.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Being intrusive and only criticizing the staff.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I disagree. Parents’ involvement is of substantial position and it cannot be
dismissed. With constant involvement comes constant improvement in the stu-
dent’s academic and behavioural aspects.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

When parents are informed of their child’s unacceptable behaviour, we almost
immediately notice an improvement in that behaviour.

Interview 7:

Mr. Ahmed Watad.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I am for parents’ involvement. They are an integral part of the three pillars on
which education is based upon. Their involvement is essential for the creation of
their children’s value system.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?
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Closely observing the school environment, providing their children with the
necessary motivation, and even making demands to official institutions of what
the school needs.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Values and education are inseparable. Thus, parents’ involvement is indis-
pensable. Parents are obligated to play their role in the creation of the value sys-
tem of their children. The prior are the same values that their children will exhi-
bit at home, school, and the society at large.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

Parents are the compass for their children in this vast world. They are the
power behind the creation a value system compatible with the society and with
what their children will actually grow up to believe in.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

A student’s educational attainment could be greatly enhanced through par-
ents’ close monitoring and proper guidance.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

Children should be closely monitored, both ethically and educationally. Par-
ents should be present when, for instance invited to a certain activity at school,
or when a problem, that calls for their intervention occurs.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Differences in beliefs and orientations, difficulties in achieving the desired
scale of cooperation, interference with the school’s internal policy.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I disagree. Parents’ involvement is of substantial position and it cannot be
dismissed. A student normally spends a substantial amount of time at school.
Thus, school is considered the primary source of education and value acquisi-
tion. What is really needed is common grounds and understanding between the
parent and the educator.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

School uniform is a priority. Urging students to be committed to wearing
their uniform can actually create a sense of responsibility and discipline.

Interview 8:

Mr. Mohammed Abu Gllioun.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in school work?

I am for parents’ involvement. Still, boundaries need to be will defined. The
final word should always belong to the school administration with a considera-
tion of the parents’ suggestions and idea made be a parents’ council elected by

the parents’ themselves.
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2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Guidance and supervision of the students’ educational attainment and the
school’s general performance.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Having the parents’ immersed into the educational process will contribute to
its progress and development.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

A channel of communication between the staff and the parents should be es-
tablished. Parents, in this context, need to be deeply involved in their children’s
self-development as well.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

When students take notice of their parents’ involvement, they will be moti-
vated to perform better in all aspects.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

For the benefit and the well-being of their own children.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement ?

Some parents might intrude by interfering in administrative decision that do
not concern them. Appointing a certain teacher to teach a certain class for in-
stance.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

Eliminating the parents’ role at school will ultimately demolish an important
channel of communication and positive feedback.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

Parents’ participation in students’ graduation ceremonies.

Interview 9:

Mr. Khaled,

Math/CS teacher.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I strongly support parents’ involvement. They can accurately provide the staff
of the needs of their children. More importantly, they could establish common
purposes with the teachers which are ultimately for the benefit of their children.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Parents could me suggestions to curriculum adjustments. Laws allow for up to
25% involvement in the syllabus. Parents are also an accurate source of informa-
tion on their children’s social, psychological, and physical conditions.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Parents and teachers complete each other’s role in the educational process.
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They can work hand-in-hand, in a cooperative and harmonious atmosphere
which ultimately results to the creation of a unified value system.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

Parents and teacher should have common objectives and should most defi-
nitely work on the same value system. When the priors are taken into account,
harmony will be present, and no collision will occur.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

When students take notice of their parents’ involvement, they will be moti-
vated to perform better in all aspects.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

For the benefit and the well-being of their own children in the first place.
Trying to have a clear picture of their children’s educational status, tackling their
children’s pressing issues, and interfering when necessary. Parents’ involvement
will enhance the student’s self-image, help them gain confidence, and urge them
to do better and work harder.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Over involvement might turn into a form of harassment to the staff. Not all
parents are educationally are culturally equipped to discuss educational matters.
Misunderstanding and collision might occur when some parents do not accept
the school system, regulations, or decisions.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

Parents’ involvement has more pros than cons. Therefore, I do not think that
cancelling it out is a good idea.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

Fights and arguments might occur between students. When parents are sum-
moned as a result of one of the priors, the way they react and handle the situa-
tion, if proper, will inspire their children to have more tolerance and forgiveness.

Interview 10:

Mrs. Asmahan Nasasra.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I agree. Parents need to be up to date on their children’s performance.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Parents are also a part of the school structure. The objective is to achieve ut-
most cooperation and coordination.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Parents are the teacher’s first line of support. Their role is essential and is
highly appreciated.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
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system?

Parent’s help and support could contribute greatly to a child’s permanent val-
ue system.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

The teacher’s job will be easier, and the student’s level of achievement will
definitely rise.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

Parents, as mentioned earlier, are an integral part of the school structure.
Their children’s well-being and benefit will absolutely motivate them to be ac-
tively involved.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Interfering in school matters that do not really concern them.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

You cannot cancel out an integral part of any school structure.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

Helping create a permanent value system for their children.

Interview 11:

Mrs. Maliha.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

It should be actively present.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Giving enough educational and behavioural attention to their children.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Teachers’ respect will rise in the school environment and school requirement
will be better met.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

It has a notable positive effect.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

It will push the process forward in the right direction. As I said earlier, they is
a serious problem of respect.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

The fierce competion between top students.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

There are no significant difficulties.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I disagree. Parents’ involvement is indispensable.
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9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

Active participation in the school’s extra-curricular activities.

Interview 12:

Mrs. Rahma.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

I strongly support the notion. Parents, teachers, and students need to work
hand-in-hand in order for the educational process to be a success.

2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

Better social relationship and more channels of communication and under-
standing will be established.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

Parents should convey to their children a sense of belonging, security, and
safety. They also affect the student’s school image positively.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

Their active involvement enhances their children’s self-image and reduce be-
havioural and moral problems significantly.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

The more connected parents and teacher are, the better the student’s perfor-
mance will be.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

The school should take the initiative in encouraging the the parents to be ac-
tively involved in the school environment and the educational process.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Involvement might, in some cases, be seen by the teachers as intrusion and
thus hinder the educational process at large.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I disagree. Parents’ involvement is indispensable. Still, it must be monitored
and regulation. It must remain active and positive rather than turn into decapa-
citating intrusion.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

When a parent takes the student’s side in a certain argument or problem, it
will negative affect the student in the first place.

Interview 13:

Mr. Waleed.

1) What is your stance on parents’ involvement in schoolwork?

It is important. Certain problems cannot possibly be dealt with without par-

ents’ involvement.
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2) What do you think is the objective behind such involvement?

It aims to assisting the staff in the first place.

3) What do you think are the pros of parents’ involvement? And how benefi-
cial could that be?

It’s very important for dealing with certain educational problems within the
school.

4) How do you think parents’ involvement influence their children’s value
system?

Students will definitely be affected, both behaviourally and educationally.

5) How does parents’ involvement affect their children’s educational attain-
ment in mathematics?

Students’ overall achievement will be greatly influenced. Constant communi-
cation is of extreme importance.

6) Why do you think parents should be motivated to be involved?

In the great majority of cases the reasons are mainly behavioural.

7) What do you think might hinder parents’ active involvement?

Work burdens are a major reason that might make parents unable to have a
steady and constant channel of communication with the school.

8) What is your stance on cancelling out the notion of parents’ involvement?
And why?

I disagree. Parents’ involvement is indispensable.

9) Give us an example on the effect on parents’ involvement on the value sys-
tem of their children.

I have none in this context.
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