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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the curriculum of diagnostic radiolo-
gy technology for a bachelor degree considering the perspectives of graduates
in Sudan. Exploring the graduate’s perspective would help to know about
rapid development required in the field of diagnostic radiography technology
in this era, along with important suggestions for the curriculum development.
The quantitative study designed is employed, and a survey of 139 Diagnostic
Radiologic Technologists (DRTs) having up to date curriculum, was per-
formed. The collected data have been evaluated using SPSS version 23.0. De-
scriptive and inferential statistics were computed for the collected data. The
results of this investigation showed that more than half of the participants i.e.,
54.7% said that curriculum which they had studied in BSc of radiography
keeps pace with rapid development in the field. 26.6% of the respondents
suggested that curriculum needs some review to increase training hours in
modern imaging modalities such as Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI),
Computed Tomography (CT) and Ultrasound (U/S). The study concludes
that increasing the training time and integration of students when planning
curriculum can improve students’ competence in relation to diagnostic radi-
ography technology. The integration of the curriculum review practices in-
creases service quality to ensure safe practice.
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1. Introduction

In the medical environment, the escalated technology has provided significant
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benefit to the patients, where the educational competence and training of the
personnel act as the prime stimulators for quality care (Wang & Kung, 2018).
The growing role of radiographer for the interpretation of the images and its re-
porting is essential for the deliverance and expansion of the effectual clinical
images in several countries, especially the developing one. Salih (2014) reports
that the trends towards the development and extension of the radiographer are
expanding in various countries such as Australia, United Kingdom (UK), USA
and more. The reporting by the radiographer was recognized initially by the UK,
which is in accordance with the statement forwarded by the British of Radiolo-
gists Council, which elucidated the role of radiographer for the radiographic
image reporting (Snaith et al., 2015; Bornstein et al., 2014).

Reflecting upon the developing country, the radiography growth is also evi-
dent in the region of North Africa particularly Sudan which founded the first
Diploma in Radiography in the region in 1932 (Salih, 2014). Due to its increas-
ing popularity and growth, this soon became a bachelor’s degree in 1995
(Elkhadir, 2015). The development in the radiography diagnosis indicated to-
wards increasing the understanding of the students’ as per the changes of the
dynamic world. The use of ionizing radiation in Sudan has escalated based on
its increasing use of the diagnostic x-ray units and the medical practices
(Khalfalla, 2011). Moreover, an earlier study by Amis et al. (2007) has also re-
ported the increased utilization of high dose procedures in Sudan comprising
of fluoroscopy, computed tomography (CT) scanning and interventional radi-
ology (Image-guided techniques).

An important role is played by radiology technology in medical sciences as the
students learn different imaging methods while using the systems in this curri-
culum (Alaamer, 2012). Initially, the designing of this curriculum was based on
the aim to provide training to the technicians. However, later in 2007 this curri-
culum was improved to dissolute bachelors. Since then, the curriculum has not
been reformed (Cunningham, Wright, & Baird, 2015). The assessment of the li-
terature provides that clinical education and curriculum followed in the radiol-
ogy education are crucial for improving the students’ skill set for meeting the
required clinical demands (Baird, 2008). It is found that the formation of pro-
grams in consideration to the student’s perspective allows better improvisation.
This has been supported by Zwaan et al. (2017) which found that adequate de-
scriptions involving the competency of the professional practice help students in
assessing the requirements and fulfilling it with the understanding of profes-
sional knowledge. Evaluation of the literature provides that previously the con-
ceptual aspects of the radiology have only been focused; whereas, the work in
terms of education remains limited (Lundgren et al. 2015).

Therefore, the present study aims to evaluate the curriculum of diagnostic ra-
diology technology for a bachelor degree considering the perspectives of gra-
duates in Sudan. For this purpose, the opinions of Diagnostic Radiologic Tech-

nology Specialists’ (DRTS) about the BSc curriculum are considered to explore if
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it keeps pace with rapid development or not and also get their important sugges-
tions for the development of the curriculum. It is assumed that results of this
study would assist in the formation of innovative formats which would further
assist in the formation of a conducive environment and integrating value crea-

tion practices in the deliverance of radiography education.

2. Literature Review

Strong educational change in required in the education system to fulfil diverse
educational needs of students, high student expectations, and increased demand
of policy reports (Cheng, 1994). It is not possible to bring changes in the curri-
culum instantly, rather there is need to follow a continuous process for address-
ing the current situation in consultations and researches. Initially, there is need
of identifying the significant challenges in curriculum being followed recently. A
previous study by Lachiver and Tardif (2002) stated that there are 5 logical steps
of managing change in curriculum. Those steps include; analyzing current con-
text and offerings, expressing key program in mission statement, prioritizing
development resources and strategies, implementing targeted curricula change,
and establishing monitoring processes and tools. The approaches to bring about
innovations in medical curriculum by producing medical professionals and ra-
diologists, who can fulfill the healthcare requirements (Zabidi-Hussin, 2006).
The innovations are likely to prepare students for providing health care facilities
with basic focus on continued learning skills, assessing professionalism, empha-
sizing state of art clinical knowledge, and early clinical experience in the era of
rapidly changing technology (Work et al. 2003). Transformation in medical cur-
riculum ensures that students are prepared and adapted to challenges that would
affect appropriate outcomes within the community, rather than just delivering
competent students, academically.

In practices, diagnostic radiography is performed by the health care profes-
sional responsible for the conduction of medical imaging for diagnostic. Khal-
falla (2011) stated that the use of the diagnostic radiography has enhanced the
patients living in Sudan involving additional innovative modalities. The imaging
procedure is performed by the Radiologic Technology Specialist (RTS) upon the
request of and for interpretation by a radiologist or licensed practitioner
(Abushab et al. 2018). Elkhadir and Saeed (2018) stated that the radiographic
profession is undergoing various changes and developments which require de-
vising of updated curriculum where the necessary competence can be developed
among the practitioners.

According to Linaker (2015) the American Association of Dental Schools pro-
vided curricular guidelines in 1980 which specify the procedure and techniques
to be followed in oral radiology. The use of the demonstrative technique has
been found to improve students’ learning competence. The timely and effective
techniques for learning, teaching and evaluating have been stressed upon by The

Society of Radiographers (Society of Radiographers, 2013). It stated that about
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50 percent of the clinical institutes which provide training do not specify the de-
livery mode. Zwaan et al. (2017) further add that the inefficiencies are observed
in student’s clinical performance when imaging is not indicated, such as they
cannot determine whether the imaging technique is appropriate for a specific
patient or not as well as its type.

The importance of radiology has increased in the recent time for correct and
early diagnosis of many diseases (Preestholm, 1997). The establishment of first
radiology curriculum was done in 1917 in USA (Nelhuebel, 2017). Education is
considered as a process of facilitating learning by the teachers. Moreover, it can
be defined as the planned activity between the student and the teacher to facili-
tate the process of learning (Saif, 2006). Curriculum based on modern medical
education needs to be compatible based on a specific region, with a basic aim of
improving the health services. Significant changes have been observed in differ-
ent skills and knowledge, considering the advancements in technology. In this
context, practical education is important for transmitting information, skills,
and attitudes from one individual to another for altering proficiency and cogni-
tive structures (Omar et al., 2009).

The main aim of medical education should be providing training to skillful
health professional having enough knowledge, skill, and attitude to preserve and
improve health. This highlights the significance of teaching and learning in the
development of student’s skills belonging to the field of medical sciences. A pre-
vious study has shown that different approaches should be used for conveying
medical education and develop understanding about medical sciences that hav-
ing significant impact on the knowledge and educational experiences of the pro-
fessor (Karimi Moonaghi & Binaghi, 2009). Optimal functions result due to lack
of skills, abilities, knowledge, and accessibility to tools (Yarmohammadian et al.,
2010). It is believed that there is increased reliance of optimal function on the
skills and knowledge, regardless of the environmental conditions and personal
information (Karimi Moonaghi & Binaghi, 2009).

A previous study by Smith and Reeves (2009) stated that it is important for
the radiographers to enhance their clinical expertise by altering the requirements
of public expectation and health system. There is need to assimilate the ability of
accessing and applying best clinical practice, efficiently into the practice of di-
agnostic radiography (Siddiqui et al. 2006). In the similar context, van Beek and
Malone (2007) stated that the new information acquired in this era is likely to be
applied towards radiographic expertise and patient care.

Another study by Hafslund et al. (2008) suggested that there is generation and
use of day-to-day service delivery is possible by diagnostic radiographers, despite
of their qualification.

According to Ludmerer (2010), the main components of Flexner’s report in-
cluding; rigorous entrance requirement, learning by performing, medical posi-
tivism, and scientific method are likely to provide paradigm shift from student

towards a passive learner. The above justifications clearly stated that there is
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need to place strong emphasis on the individuality of students so that they are

able to get molded into independent active responsible adult learners in program.

3. Material and Methods

Study Design

For evaluating the diagnostic radiography technology curriculum from the
graduates’ perspective, a cross-sectional study design has been employed. This is
likely to provide close-detail analysis, along with significant observations to
build specific theories that hold and guarantee the quality of data collected. In it,
the quantitative approach is applied based on its effectual and effective proce-
dure for collecting valuable data. Moreover, it also assists in enlightening more
opportunities for obtaining valuable insights and perspectives on the concerned
subject matter of the study.

Study Participants

A total of 139 individuals were recruited through randomized sampling tech-
nique. The study sample was derived from a population of DRTs (Diagnostic
Radiologic Technologist) in Sudan. The researcher visited the group of DRTs
practicing at two different organizations. It was assured that the participants had
learnt to manipulate diagnostic X-ray equipment and the technical factors af-
fecting X-ray images. Moreover, they had participated in a minimum of 12 credit
hours of clinical study.

Ethical Consideration

Ethical approval was granted by the governing institution of the researcher to
recruit participants and execute the study. These conditions were strictly fol-
lowed for all activities relating to data collection, handling, and dissemination.
On the account of potential identifiability within a professional community, the
conditions stated for ethical approval delimit any further elucidation of partici-
pant demographics.

Data Collection

The study has performed a survey for the collection of data. For this, a
close-ended questionnaire was used, which initially gather demographic details
such as graduation year and experience followed by questions centered on the
diagnostic radiography technology curriculum. It also included questions related
to exclusive courses and skills, along with the impact of on the capability of solving
different problems encountered during work. The questionnaire was based on
current literature and the practical experience of the author. Alpha Cronbach coef-
ficient was used to assess the validity and compatibility of the questionnaire. The
value of alpha Cronbach coefficient for this study came out to be was 0.72, which
was acceptable.

Prior to the distribution of the questionnaire through email, the permission
was acquired from the relevant authorities, where a brief description was pro-
vided to the participant along with the provision of the consent form to the par-
ticipants demonstrating their willingness for participation. The participants were

also ensured of the confidentiality and anonymity in the study.
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Data Analysis

The collected data was analyzed using statistical package for social sciences
(SPSS) version 23.0. The descriptive and inferential statistics were calculated for
evaluating the graduates’ perspective on the diagnostic radiography technology cur-

riculum.

4. Results

Table 1 presents the demographics of the contacted DRTs. Based on the res-
ponses provided, it is found that 38.8% of the participants graduated in the year
from 2014-2009. Reflecting upon the years of experience, most of the participants
i.e.,, 47.5% had 1 to 5 years of experience, 13.7% had 10 to 15 years of experience,
followed by 11.5% of participants possessing 15 to 20 years of experience.

Assessment of participants’ opinion of curriculum development in relation to
technological development is exhibited in Table 2. According to responses,
54.7% agree that it is parallel to the rapid development which is taking place,
whereas 43.9 responded negatively.

The evaluation of the participant suggestion has been indicated in Table 3
pertaining to the curriculum, where most of the participant (26.6) emphasized

for the review of the curriculum.

Table 1. Demographic profile of the participants.

Variables N %
2014-2009 54 38.8
2008-2003 24 17.3
2002-1997 25 18.0
Graduation Year
1996-1991 12 8.6
1990-1985 8 5.8
1984-1979 6 4.3
1to5 66 47.5
5to 10 14 10.1
10to 15 19 13.7
Experience Years 15 to 20 16 11.5
20 to 25 8 5.8
More than 25 years 6 4.3
No comment 10 7.2

Table 2. Opinion of participants about curriculum development.

Variables N %
Yes 76 54.7
Opinions No 61 43.9
No Comment 2 1.4
DOI: 10.4236/ce.2021.121019 270 Creative Education
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Table 3. Suggestion provided by participants related to radiography technology curriculum.

Variables N %
Review Curriculum 37 26.6
More Radiographic Pathology 14 10.1
Suggestion Add Advanced Imaging Modalities 10 7.2
No Comment 4 2.9
Missing 74 53.2

Table 4. Participants opinion about the clinical practice of the BSc curriculum.

Variables N %
Yes 76 54.7
Opinions No 57 41.0
No Comment 6 4.3

Table 5. Suggestions for Clinical Practice of the BSc Curriculum

Variables N %
Increase Training Hours in Imaging Modalities 49 353
Start Practical From 1% Year 2 1.4
Availability of Advance Training Center in Faculty 2 1.4
Suggestion
Follow Up by Clinical Instructor 2 1.4
No Comment 6 4.3
Missing 78 56.1

Table 4 exhibits the opinion about the clinical practice of the BSc curriculum
which the participants studied. Based on the responses, it is revealed that a sig-
nificant portion of the sample i.e., 54.7% agrees its correspondence to the
achievement of the set objective.

Table 5 represents that many participants suggested for increasing the train-

ing hours in the imaging modalities.

5. Discussion

The evaluation of the diagnostic radiography technology curriculum from the
graduate’s perspective is found to be beneficial. Based on the findings, the curri-
culum effectiveness of radiology education is indicated in the educational insti-
tutes of Sudan. This is in-line with the study findings of Elkhadir (2015) which
indicated towards the integration of the modern systematic educational strate-
gies among the radiologic technology institutes in Sudan. The formation of the
curriculum in relation to the suggestion of graduates is also indicated by Jagers-
ma (2010). Improved process of curriculum planning is also supported by
Ostoji¢ et al. (2015) which reported the enhancement of educational programs

based on the students’ generated insights.
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The present study showed that radiographic pathology was suggested by
10.1% participants, which was followed by 7.2% suggesting integration of ad-
vanced imaging modalities. However, this was left unattended by a significant
percentage i.e., 53.2%. Considering these results, it can be stated that the educa-
tion curriculum among the students as the strategy for escalating the curriculum
effectiveness (Meyer, 2018; Uljens, 2015). The effectiveness of the review of the
curriculum is also stated by Santos et al. (2016) which assessed the oral radiology
education systematically. It is suggested that the curriculum review integrating
technology such as online tools supplementing traditional teaching and learning
strategies improves students’ competence. This is also endorsed by Jabbari et al.
(2012) who supported the evaluation of the students’ opinion for assessing the
effectiveness of the educational curriculum as used in the present study.

According to the present study, equal suggestions were provided for practic-
ing from 1% year, the establishment of the advanced training center in faculty,
and follow up by clinical instructor (1.4%). The current findings also reveal the
effectiveness of the radiology-pathology in improving the curriculum for radiol-
ogy education (Young & Siordia, 2012). This is parallel to the findings of Chapi-
ro et al. (2014) which conducted a radiologic-pathologic analysis on patients ex-
periencing HCC. Similarly, the effectiveness of the radiology-pathology is also
supplemented by the study of Stomatology (2014), which used the radiographic
techniques in the implant dentistry.

According to the present study, equal suggestions were provided for practic-
ing from 1% year, the establishment of the advanced training center in faculty,
and follow up by clinical instructor (1.4%). There was no comment suggested by
4.3% of the respondents; while, it remained empty by the 56% participants.
These findings clearly suggest the increased use of training for improving the
clinical practice. Similarly, the presents study findings are corroborated by Asare
(2017) showing that the integration of the students in the clinical setting allows
them to become more competent, and collaborative. Moscova et al. (2015) also
indicated that increase training hours in imaging modalities improves the
radiologist skills. The increased training hours in modern imaging modalities
such as MRI, CT and U/S are also said to improve the training.

There are certain shortcomings observed in the study which can be overcome
by the future researches. Such as the study was limited to the region of Sudan,
which limits its results generalizability to other regions based on its divergent
socio, economic and political conditions. Along with it, the time duration and
study sample can also be improved for gathering better results. Additionally, the
perception of the teachers and curriculum planners can also be assessed by fu-
ture researches which may assist in expanding the knowledge of the radiography

education.

6. Conclusion

The study assessed the students’ perception of evaluating their opinion in
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relation to the diagnostic radiography technology curriculum. Overall results of
the study indicated that curriculum research is crucial for advancing the educa-
tional process irrespective of its scope whether small or large. Use of curriculum
is helpful in gathering relevant insights and molding the educational practice for
strengthening the curriculum. The results of the study emphasized the integra-
tion of the curriculum review practices; whereas, improving training hours for

training to increase service quality and to ensure safe practice.

Recommendations

The results of present study clearly recommend that there is need of develop-
ing practical courses for the students for increasing their familiarity with
professional environment that further leads to achieving more skills. There-
fore, it is believed that education program for the radiography must base its
curriculum parallel to the findings and development taking place at national
and international level. Along with it, the current practices of the clinical prac-
titioner must also be researched for improving the practical competence of the
graduates, which leverages their professional growth and increases cooperation
among the users. The program curriculum is also suggested to be based on the
practices of the professionals, who are aware of the challenges which they en-
dure, assisting in devising effective practicality-based curriculum. Additional-
ly, the collaboration between the clinical and educational institutes is recom-
mended to ensure that the best practices are adopted for meeting the students’
needs.

Moreover, it is also recommended to use cross-sectional imaging and flexi-
ble study pathways in the new curricula by considering the available clinical
education resources. The graduates need to be resilient and possess realistic
expectation regarding their career to combat increased pressures and alteration
in working practices. This required graduates, who are highly professional, mo-
tivated, and possess well-developed communicating skills. The results clearly
demonstrated that there is need to focus on the actual role of a radiologic tech-
nologist for the expected competency required in the radiography graduate of

future.
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