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Abstract 
The lengthy political crisis in Catalonia highlights the incapacity of the Span-
ish Government and the Generalitat of Catalonia to find a political solution to 
this conflict. Facing a situation of this exceptionality and so prolonged in 
time, an innumerable number of articles and research papers have been pub-
lished from Political Science. However, very few authors have decided to 
tackle the influence of emotions on the voting decisions of the Catalans; and 
even fewer, through a quantitative analysis. In this artcile, we decided to 
analyse the elements that compose the vote for the main non-independence 
political parties (PSC and C’s) in the 2017 Catalan elections, including com-
ponents of an emotional nature. To this end, we will use the survey carried 
out by the Equipo de Investigaciones Políticas to develop two structural equa-
tion models (SEM), one for each of these parties, in which we will incorporate 
emotions along with other “classic” voting variables.  
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1. Introduction 

In the last few years, the debate about the situation in Catalonia has been mim-
icked by the struggle between two antagonistic positions: the independence of 
Catalonia and the immobility of the Spanish government. In this way, the dis-
cussion has become increasingly sterile, with each of these positions becoming 
entrenched in their polarised arguments while other alternative options are be-
ing ignored. Between defending Catalonia’s permanence within the current State 
of Autonomies and defending Catalonia’s independence from the Spanish state, 
we find various political-territorial solutions to the Catalan conflict, ranging 
from a new federal design for Spain to the concession of a new fiscal status for 
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the Catalan territory. 
Undoubtedly, it is interesting to reflect on how it is possible that these differ-

ent alternatives around the political-territorial design have been left in the back-
ground of the more mediatic debate; especially taking into account that the dif-
ferent surveys carried out in Catalonia indicate that the Catalan citizenship does 
not indicate as its ideal option either of these two options (central state or inde-
pendence) and would prefer to opt for other political-territorial options. We 
must ask ourselves why, despite the fact that 49.5% of Catalans are in favour of 
the procés, only 30% of them believe that Catalonia should be independent from 
the Spanish State (Máiz & Lagares, 2017; Máiz, Lagares, & Pereira, 2018). Even 
from a more academic perspective, many studies and publications have ignored 
the analysis of the components of voting for non-independence parties in Cata-
lonia. However, we can ask ourselves whether the electoral behaviour of the 
Catalans has been reflecting this divergence between political offer and prefer-
ence. To explore some of these concerns, we have decided to focus on the results 
obtained by the main political parties that represent the non-independence op-
tion in Catalonia, Ciutadans de Catalunya (C’s) and the Partit dels Socialistes de 
Catalunya (PSC), and which factors have influenced the vote for these political 
groups in the past regional elections of 2017. 

If we were to establish a brief chronology of the Catalan conflict, we would 
possibly identify the year 2005 as the starting point, when the Catalan Parlia-
ment approved a reform of its Estatut that included a new set of sovereign rights. 
A modified version was approved by the Spanish Parliament, and finally ratified 
by the Catalan citizenship in 2006 through a referendum with a participation of 
49%, and with the support of 74% of the votes. Shortly afterwards, the main op-
position party in the Spanish Parliament, the Partido Popular (PP), filed a law-
suit in the Tribunal Constitucional (TC) against the new Catalan Estatut. Four 
years later, in 2010, the TC resolved the lawsuit that legalized most of the 
Estatut, but annulled all new sovereignty claims. 

That same year, Convergència i Unió (CiU), which had governed Catalonia 
from 1980 to 2003, won the Catalan elections and recovered the government of 
the Generalitat from the Partit dels Socialistes de Catalunya (PSC). CiU, which 
had governed Catalonia from 1980 to 2003, gradually changed its moderate dis-
course to one that was explicitly pro-independence, reflecting and encouraging 
the division of increasingly polarised public opinion. The electoral advance in 
2012 and, later, in 2015 of the regional elections, predicted the plebiscitary na-
ture of the electoral processes on the possible independence of Catalonia, per-
haps at first, with a more tactical objective of deviating attention from the man-
agement of the Catalan government, but which introduced an unknown dimen-
sion into Catalan and also Spanish politics. In 2012, the Catalan president Artur 
Mas brought forward the regional elections by two years and CiU would once 
again be the most voted candidate and, with the support of the independentist 
party Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya (ERC), would be sworn in as presi-
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dent. In 2015, he would again call elections in advance, presenting them to Pres-
ident Mas as elections in which the voters would have to decide on the political 
and territorial future of Catalonia. A reflection of this is the common candidacy 
with which the unitary block of pro-independence parties (CIU and ERC) pre-
sented itself (JuntspelSí, JxSÍ), in which Artus Mas took a step back and with-
drew as a candidate. JxSí, which would become the most voted political group in 
2015, and which forced Artur Mas to resign from the presidency of the Genera-
litat in the face of pressure from the pro-independence political party CUP, in 
favour of Carles Puigdemont. After more than a year of confrontation between 
the central government and the Catalan government, on 1 October 2017, the 
Generalitat of Catalonia called a referendum on self-determination, after which 
Catalan President Carles Puigdemont proclaimed Catalonia’s independence 
from the Spanish state. This proclamation is made despite the fact that the TC 
had suspended the Law of self-determination referendum of Catalonia approved 
by the Catalan Parliament and such suspension annulled the binding nature of 
the referendum. After the unilateral declaration of independence, the Spanish 
president Mariano Rajoy would apply the article 155 of the Spanish Constitution 
(the first and so far the only occasion in the Spanish democracy) and called elec-
tions in Catalonia on 21 December 2017. These elections confirmed the con-
struction of a new model of political competition around the so-called Catalan 
procés, which would undoubtedly be presented as a plebiscite on the future of 
Catalonia and its relationship with Spain, which probably goes far beyond the 
designs of its original actors. 

The way in which the conflict has been escalating in recent years, with evident 
features of nationalism based on ethnicity and passion but also with clear eco-
nomic demands; the crucial role of the media in the framing of the procés as well 
as the referendum of October 1st and the increasing polarization of the political 
debate have made the situation in Catalonia the perfect chimera to analyse how 
emotions affect the political behaviour of citizens, thus introducing an innova-
tive variable in this type of study. Therefore, in this paper we will analyse the 
components of voting for PSC and C’s by adding the impact of emotions to the 
traditional variables, using the study carried out by the Equipo de Investiga-
ciones Políticas (EIP) after the Catalan elections of 2017, Political Study Emo-
tions in Catalonia. Our main objective is to determine how the vote is config-
ured for these non-independent parties. 

This article is structured in six sections. In the first, we will address the theo-
retical framework and those previous works that have helped us design our re-
search questions as in our survey questionnaire. In the next, we present the ob-
jectives and the research questions presented, as well as the analysis methodol-
ogy we have followed. Next, we present the study of the PSC and C’s voters as 
well as the multivariate analysis of the vote to these political groups in the 2017 
regional elections in Catalonia. The last two sections will present the results and 
final conclusions of this article. 
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2. Theoretical Foundations 

The 2017 regional elections in Catalonia took place in a scenario of exceptional-
ity and political tension that was presented as the ideal context for the study of 
emotions in politics. Emotions, as an inherent part of information processing 
and political stimuli, are even more latent in such an environment. 

The traditional dominant view in Political Science to analyse voter behaviour 
was based on rationalist postulates, maintaining an iron dichotomy between 
reason and emotion. However, in the decade of the 90’s, new contributions from 
different disciplinary areas such as psychology or neuroscience have made us 
consider the once unquestionable hyper-rationalist postulates and “(...) recuperar la 
capital articulación emotiva/cognitiva de la política” (Máiz, 2010: p. 42). The in-
corporation of emotions as cognitive elements in the analysis of political 
behaviour means that we must rethink emotions as decisive elements in the de-
cision-making process, which in the political arena would affect issues such as 
mobilisation, contestation, protest or the construction of identities (ibid). 

Following the work of Marcus (2000), we identified three stages in the study 
of the relationship between emotions and politics, highlighting the tension be-
tween this supposed rationality and the political behaviour of citizens in con-
temporary societies. Thus he identifies three stages from the 1970s to the 
present. The first of these stages focuses on identifying the factors that cause a 
majority group to turn towards authoritarianism, using a psychoanalytic ap-
proach to leaders. The second has its turning point in the availability of the sur-
vey as a methodology and focusing on authoritarian leaderships. The third of 
these stages is characterized by findings in the field of neuroscience that propose 
to interpret emotions as a product of the neuronal process (Vasilopoulos & 
Marcus, 2017). Thus, until approximately two decades ago, political science 
thought of emotion as the expression of personality traits, or as the result of 
cognitive processes. However, since 1990 it has been argued that assessments 
that arise from emotional processes, independent of previous or concurrent cog-
nitive processes, can influence not only emotional expression but also thoughts, 
decisions and political behaviour (Marcus, 2000). 

If anything characterizes the study of emotions, it is the lack of agreement on 
basic concepts, as well as on the identification of the most relevant emotions. At 
the EIP we have opted for the model proposed by Marcus since his theoretical 
work is based on interesting empirical findings. Thus, the Theory of Affective 
Intelligence (AIT) will guide the theoretical part of our work and the methodo-
logical developments of Marcus and his colleagues, our questionnaire design. 
But, first of all we must present the set of emotions we study and how we do it. 
In our questionnaire we asked for a total of thirteen emotions that we classified 
into three emotional dimensions (Table 1):  

“So when do we think about politics? When our emotions tell us to do” 
(Marcus, Neuman, & MacKuen, 2000: p. 1), thus Marcus, Russell Neuman and 
MacKuen defend without hesitation the role of emotions in politics. They 
present in this work the theory of Affective Intelligence (AIT) in which they  
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Table 1. Emotional dimensions. 

Emotional Dimensions 

Enthusiasm 
Positive-assertive emotions 

1) Quiet 
2) Enthusiastic 
3) Hopeful 
4) Proud 

Anxiety 
Emotions linked to uncertainty 

5) Disgusted 
6) Afraid 
7) Worried 
8) Angry 
9) Anxious 

Aversion 
Negative-aggressive emotions 

10) Hateful 
11) Bitter 
12) Resentful 
13) Contempt 

Source: Own figures. 

 
claim that the human mind employs emotional assessments of threat and novel-
ty to attract attention. The basic postulate of AIT is that individuals accumulate 
a repertoire of habits in order to manage the large number of tasks we face in 
our daily lives, including those in the field of politics. As part of the evolutionary 
process, we humans have developed two distinct emotional systems: the disposi-
tional system and the surveillance system. The former monitors our daily inte-
ractions with the world, assessing the success and failure of routine behaviours. 
The second points out the novelty or threat in the environment and indicates the 
need to re-evaluate our beliefs and routine preferences. These cognitive-emotional 
mechanisms are also used when we encounter political stimuli. Equally impor-
tant is the ability to modify these routines when we are faced with a new situa-
tion. The AIT affirms that in order to change these routines, certain emotional 
signals must be present to cause the surveillance system to be activated. Applied 
to politics, the emotion that would trigger the alarm system would be the anxiety 
dimension, a combination of restlessness and fear. 

Thus, the aversion dimension would be activated in the presence of a threat 
and the anxiety dimension when the degree of normality is altered. In other 
words, in contexts characterised by uncertainty, such as in Catalonia. Therefore, 
generally when voters experience anxiety they pay more attention to current 
factors and stop using partisan identity or ideological convictions as a guide. 
Therefore, if we assume a positive correlation with the existence of new informa-
tion and the decrease in the importance of partisan identification, as well as 
ideological and nationalist self-placement; we can deduce the importance of de-
veloping a persuasive discourse in these contexts of uncertainty (Marcus, Neu-
man, & MacKuen, 2017). In the framework of these statements, this research 
arises to offer a cognitive-emotional explanation of voting behaviour in contexts 
of uncertainty such as that experienced by Catalonia. 

3. Objectives and Methodology 

In the present study, we analyse the elements that make up the vote for the two 
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main non-independence parties in the last regional elections of 2017 in Catalo-
nia and whether or not we can point to significant differences between them. 

In addition, this general objective can be broken down into several specific 
objectives: 1) Which is the specific weight that the emotional component has 
had in the voting decision; 2) To which extent the procés has been a vertebral 
element of said decision; 3) Which are the effects that the initiatives carried out 
by the Spanish Government after the unilateral declaration of independence by 
the Catalan Parliament have had on the voting behaviour of the non-independence 
parties; and finally, 4) We may or may not speak of a homogeneous whole as far 
as the definition of the vote for the non-independence parties is concerned, or 
they move on the basis of different decision elements. 

These objectives have in turn led us to raise a number of research questions. 
Considering the Catalan context of recent years, we can say that uncertainty is 
one of its main characteristics. Therefore, we propose that the emotional dimen-
sion of anxiety will affect the vote (Marcus et al., 2000; Marcus et al., 2017; 
Mackuen, Wolak, Keele, & Marcus, 2010). Moreover, taking into account C’s 
election campaign focused on alarming the negative consequences of the procés, 
we wonder what kind of impact this dimension will have on the vote for this 
party. Regarding PSC voters, we want to analyse how the three emotional di-
mensions affect the partisan identification on the decision of voting, since being 
a party with more background and history in Catalonia we intuit that the parti-
san identification can be a key factor. Finally, we consider how the emotional 
dimensions will affect the voting decision: they will act as mediating variables, or 
if instead, their effect will be direct. 

Due to the absence of previous opinion polls in our country1 that address the 
analysis of emotions towards political parties or their leaders, and consequently 
allow us to measure their impact on the political behaviour of voters, we have 
made our own measurement, through the Political Study of Emotions in Catalo-
nia to carry out the analysis. This study was conducted by the Equipo de Inves-
tigaciones Políticas of the University of Santiago de Compostela, of which the 
authors are members, and is a wide-ranging study aimed at examining the polit-
ical situation in Catalonia following the regional elections held in 2017. The sur-
vey, whose universe was the population over 18 years old resident in Catalonia, 
has a sample size of 1400 interviews, proportional by sex and age quotas and 
distributed by province2, in a complex structure with a total of 18 thematic 

 

 

1The only research centres in our country that have introduced questions regarding the analysis of 
the emotional component in politics have been the CIS, only in some of their studies, and the CEO. 
In the first case, the question is oriented to the feelings experienced towards politics in general, and 
in the second case, to the emotions experienced towards specific events related to the procés. In nei-
ther case are the emotions recorded, as we have already pointed out, in relation to political parties or 
their leaders. 
2An initial proportional distribution by province was not considered, because the over-representation 
of the population of the province of Barcelona would have significantly impoverished the results of 
the survey. Therefore, it was decided to slightly over-represent the provinces of Girona and Lleida, 
especially, and also Tarragona. Subsequently, a weighting was applied to the matrix based on the 
population weight of each province.  
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blocks and 82 questions. The questionnaire was administered by telephone using 
the CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing) system. 

The principal statistical analysis technique we have opted for has been struc-
tural equation models or SEM models. This type of modeling has proved partic-
ularly effective in explaining the numerous relationships between variables in a 
holistic way. Specifically, as far as the analysis of the emotional component is 
concerned, the potential of these models lies in the possibility of analysing the 
existing relationships between variables freely, allowing the relationship between 
dimensions to be empirically and substantially significant, rather than a pre-
sumed characteristic of the structure of the emotion (Marcus et al., 2006). These 
are some of the fundamental arguments that, together with the findings obtained 
in previous studies (Jaráiz, Lagares, & Pereira, 2020; Pereira, García, & Castro, 
2019; Lagares, Pereira, & Rivera, 2018; Rivera & Jaráiz, 2016; Cazorla & Rivera, 
2016), have led us to opt for this technique in order to carry out the analysis 
presented in these pages. 

Table 2 shows the independent/exogenous variables that have been initially 
introduced in all the multivariate models that have been proposed, although fi-
nally only some of them are significant for the explanation of the vote in the 
Catalan context. Along with the variables already mentioned for measuring 
emotional responses to political parties, the variables of the classic models for 
explaining electoral behaviour stand out: 1) socio-demographic variables; 2) va-
riables related to the analysis of the context; 3) ideological and identity cleavages; 
4) political leadership; 5) variables specific to the current Catalan situation; and 
6) partisan identification.  

In relation to the analysis of the emotional component, and since it is a varia-
ble that is not usually found in political studies in Spain, as we have already ad-
vanced, we would like to make a series of clarifications regarding the way in 
which we have proceeded to measure it. In this study, following the proposals of 
Marcus et al. (2000), we opted for the use of a battery with a total of thirteen 
emotions3, which were studied through three questions: 1) the presence of the 
emotion; 2) the intensity with which the emotion/s was felt and finally; 3) the 
duration of the emotional expression. For more information on this subject, we 
recommend reviewing the contributions of Jaráiz et al. (2020). This scheme had 
been previously tested by the EIP in three previous studies, two at the national 
level and one at the municipal level, which had made it possible to refine the way 
in which these questions were measured, as well as to test the validity and relia-
bility of the results.  

In order for the reader to confirm this, the values obtained from the reliability 
analysis and the factor analysis carried out for this study are shown here (see 
Table 3). As can be observed, the results obtained for both analyses are in line 
with the values obtained in the studies carried out by Marcus et al. in 2000,  

 

 

3To the initial battery proposed by Marcus et al. (2000) has been added the emotion of quiet, which 
had already been included in two previous studies carried out by EIP at national level and which had 
worked well. 
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Table 2. Nature and measurement form of exogenous variables present in structural equation models. 

VARIABLE TYPE RESPONSE CATEGORIES 

Rating of Ciutadans’ opposition activity scale Very badly (0) - Very well (10) 

Self-positioning on the independence procés nominal In favour of (1) - Contrary to (2) 

Self-positioning on the application of Article 155 nominal In favour of (1) - Contrary to (2) 

Self-positioning regarding incarcerations nominal In favour of (1) - Contrary to (2) 

Rating Mariano Rajoy scale 0 (very badly) - 10 (very well) 

Rating Carles Puigdemont scale 0 (very badly) - 10 (very well) 

Rating Inés Arrimadas scale 0 (very badly) - 10 (very well) 

Rating Miquel Iceta scale 0 (very badly) - 10 (very well) 

The intensity with which you have felt towards the  
Catalan political parties (JxCat, ERC, Ciutadans, PSC) 

the following emotions: pride, fear, hope, anxiety, 
enthusiasm, anger, hatred, contempt, 

worry, quiet, resentment, bitterness, disgust. 

scale Low intensity (0) - High intensity (5) 

Partisanship nominal List of Catalan political parties 

Self-positioning on the ideological scale scale 0 (extreme left) - 10 (extreme right) 

Self-positioning on the nationalist scale scale 0 (minimum nationalism) - 10 (maximum nationalism) 

Age continuous 18 - 98 years 

Income level ordinal 

Up to 300€/month (1);  
From 301 to 600€/month (2);  
From 601 to 900€/month (3);  
From 901 to 1200€/month (4);  
From 1201 to 1800€/month (5);  
From 1801 to 2400€/month (6);  
From 2401 to 3000€/month (7);  
From 3001 to 4500€/month (8);  
From 4501 to 6000€/month (9);  
Over 6000€/month (10). 

Source: Own figures. 

 
Table 3. Percentage of variance explained factor analysis and reliability analysis (Cronbach’s Alpha values)4. 

 
Variables C’s PSC 

Enthusiasm Dimension Hope 
Enthusiasm 

Pride 
Quiet 

89.18 86.60 

Alfa de Cronbach 0.958 0.947 

Anxiety Dimension 
Fear 

Disgust 
Worry 
Anger 

Anxiety 

78.09 82.66 

Alfa de Cronbach 0.900 0.925 

Aversion Dimension Resentment 
Bitterness 
Contempt 

Hatred 

74.42 80.11 

Alfa de Cronbach 0.911 0.935 

Source: Own figures. 

 

 

4Following George and Mallery (1995) if the value of the statistic is greater than 0.9, the measure-
ment instrument is excellent; in the interval 0.9 - 0.8, the instrument is good; between 0.8 - 0.7, the 
instrument is acceptable; in the interval 0.7 - 0.6, the instrument is weak; between 0.6 - 0.5, the in-
strument is poor; and finally if it is less than 0.5, it is not acceptable.  
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2006 and 2017, for the three emotional dimensions described: Enthusiasm, An-
xiety and Aversion. 

4. Voter Analysis 

Without a doubt, the Catalan elections of 2015 marked a turning point with re-
spect to the non-independent offer: C’s obtained for the first time more votes 
than the PSC. This fact can be clearly seen in the graph below, where the evolu-
tion of the vote for both formations draws, together with the complement of the 
PP, an inverse trend (Figure 1). 

We may wonder how these results relate to the evolution of the procés in Cat-
alonia and to the realignments that the parties have made around it. We men-
tioned above the consequences that the polarisation that has driven the Catalan 
issue has had on the discursive and positional simplification of the political par-
ties regarding it. A simplification that is clearly exemplified in the proposal that 
they offer as a solution to the conflict and in the possible responses in the form 
of a political-territorial solution for the setting of Catalonia in Spain. In this 
sense, the PSC’s programmatic change (or forgetting) about its position on the 
territorial conflict in the Catalan election campaign in 2015 is not trivial. Al-
though the PSC’s programmes had always made direct mention of the federal 
issue, in 2015 it seems that this territorial proposal is “forgotten” in its 
programme beyond mentioning a “social and federal Europe”. This selective 
amnesia undoubtedly contrasts with the position of the Catalan socialists in their 
programmatic proposals for the 2012 Catalan elections, where they not only 
supported a federal Spain, but also the right to decide of the Catalan citizenship. 
That year, led by Pere Navarro, the PSC pointed to the unquestionable dissatis-
faction and disaffection that the relationship between Catalonia and Spain was 
arousing among the Catalan population. Marked by the immobility of the right, 
they presented the federalist alternative as the only one capable of mediating 
 

 
Figure 1. Parliament of catalonia. Votes by candidature. Source: Own figure based on data from the Institutd’ Estadística de Ca-
talunya (CEO). 
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between the two blocks and seeking a balance between their demands and re-
quirements. It is not only the defence of the Catalan citizenry’s right to decide 
that may surprise us about this now almost forgotten programmatic proposal of 
the PSC, but also the commitment to the creation of a tax agency of the Genera-
litat of Catalonia. 

This program, although quite “rupturist” in relation to certain more centra-
lizing positions within the Spanish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE), was in line 
with what had been proposed two years earlier: in 2010 the PSC stated in its 
electoral program that it would work to develop the full potential of self-gover- 
nment of the Statute in spite of the ruling of the Tribunal Constitucional (TC) 
(Partit dels Socialistes de Catalunya, 2010). Obviously, we cannot ignore the fact 
that in 2010 the TC’s ruling on the Estatut of Catalonia, approved in 2006 and 
endorsed by the Catalan people, was made public. The ruling declared uncons-
titutional 14 articles of the Estatut, relating to sovereignty, and subject to the 
court’s interpretation 27 others. How did this decision affect the strategies of the 
political parties? The Catalan Socialists’ electoral programme for 2012 seems to 
be a good example of this (Partit dels Socialistes de Catalunya, 2012), as well as 
their ambiguous position in 2015 which is punished by the voters (Partit dels 
Socialistes de Catalunya, 2015). 

In 2017, we can see how programmatically the PSC takes up again the defence 
of federalism as the political-territorial solution that best suits the demands and 
needs of the situation in Catalonia (Partit dels Socialistes de Catalunya, 2017). 
On this occasion, the logic of dialogue, negotiation and agreements is insisted on 
as the only way to break the immobilism caused by the antagonistic positions of 
the PP and JxSí. In this programme, the PSC once again appeals directly to its 
commitment to “(...) autogobierno de Cataluña” (ibíd. 148), to “(...) una Catalu-
ña con el máximo nivel de autogobierno en el seno de una España nacional” 
(ibíd. 141), as well as to the plurinational nature of the Spanish State. 

For its part, C’s maintains a clear position of opposition not only against an 
independent Catalonia but also against the procés and the political elite that has 
accompanied it, due to the social fracture they have caused. Thus, this political 
party insists on remaining within an Autonomous State (a cooperative federal 
state similar to the German model, they state in their 2015 programme) and on 
pointing out the negative economic consequences that independence would 
imply (Ciutadans de Catalunya, 2015, 2017).  

Do these programmatic changes reflect a change in the socialist electorate of 
Catalonia with respect to the territorial question? Figure 2 and Figure 3 show 
how the way in which PSC and C’s voters identified themselves using the 
Linz-Moreno scale has evolved from the year the Estatut was approved (2006) to 
the present year (2019). Both PSC and C’s voters have been identifying them-
selves mostly as “I feel as Spanish as I feel Catalan”. In the case of C’s voters, it is 
striking that it is in 2010, the year in which the TC’s ruling on the Estatut is pub-
lished, that the percentage identifying themselves as only Spanish is highest. In 
this way, we can confirm the prevalence, both among the total of Catalan voters  
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Figure 2. PSC Voter: Identification in Catalonia (2006-2019). Source: Own figure based on data from Institut d’Estadística de 
Catalunya (CEO). 
 

 
Figure 3. C’s Voter: Identification in Catalonia (2006-2019). Source: Own figure based on data from Institut d’Estadística de 
Catalunya (CEO). 

 
and among the voters of C’s and PSC, of a sort of dual identity defined in 
non-exclusive terms: they identify themselves mostly as both Catalan and Spanish. 

However, if we compare both figures with the data on the total number of 
Catalan voters (Figure 4), we see that despite the fact that this dual identity is 
the one that accumulates the highest percentage of response, we no longer find 
this difference, as in the previous figures, with respect to the second and third 
positions. As we can see, both the line that reflects those who have answered “I 
feel more Catalan than Spanish” and “I feel only Catalan” are in response per-
centages very close to the line corresponding to “I feel as Spanish as I feel Cata-
lan”. In fact, in this last figure, we also do not identify a pattern similar to that of 
the figures corresponding to the identification of PSC and C’s voters. 
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Figure 4. Identification in Catalonia (2006-2019). Source: Own figure based on data from Institut d’Estadística de Catalunya 
(CEO). 

 
This leads us to wonder whether the predominance of this dual identity is 

translated into a political-territorial option other than Catalonia’s permanence 
within the current Spanish state as the only alternative to independence (Máiz et 
al., 2018). In order to analyse the political and territorial preferences formulated 
by the citizens of Catalonia, we have used the survey conducted by the EIP-USC5, 
the data are shown in Table 4.  

If we analyse the responses to these options in terms of the candidature they 
declare they voted for in the last elections to the Catalan Parliament (2017), we 
find that neither those who voted for C’s nor those who voted for the PSC affirm 
that the option of independence is the one they would choose most. While C’s 
voters opt mostly for the autonomist option (70.3%) as opposed to the federal 
one (15.3%), Socialist voters are more divided between the two options: 54.3% 
and 40.4% respectively. Both positions are in line with the programmatic pro-
posals of each of these political groups. One of the questions that we ask our-
selves in this paper is whether perhaps, among those who are in favour of the 
procés or who participated in the 1O, they do so more because of a discrepancy 
with the current status quo in the relationship between Catalonia and Spain, as 
well as because of the central government’s immobility, and not so much be-
cause they believe independence is the best option for the Catalan territory 
(Corujo & Viera, 2019). 

If, as we have seen, the identification of PSC voters and C’s voters on the 
Linz-Moreno scale is very similar, then why is there a difference in their politi-
cal-territorial preferences? It is logical to think that probably the evaluation of  

 

 

5We have decided to classify the different political-territorial options that we presented to the res-
pondents in three main blocks: 1) Federalism: a) Permanence within a Spanish federal state, b) Re-
maining within a Spanish federal state that recognises Catalonia as a nation; 2) Autonomous: a) 
Permanence within the State of Autonomies. b) Permanence within the State of Autonomies, but 
with a higher level of competences, c) Permanence within the State of Autonomies, but with a fiscal 
status comparable to that of the Basque Country and Navarre; and 3) Independence. 
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Table 4. Type of political-territorial solution most suitable for Catalonia. 

  C’s PSC 

Federalism 

Permanence within a Spanish federal state 9.2% 25.5% 

Remaining within a Spanish federal state that  
recognises Catalonia as a nation. 

6.3% 14.9% 

Autonomous 

Permanence within the State of Autonomies 35.9% 20.2% 

Permanence within the State of Autonomies.  
but with a higher level of competences 

16.2% 18.1% 

Permanence within the State of Autonomies.  
but with a fiscal status comparable to that  
of the Basque Country and Navarre 

16.2% 14.9% 

Independence  0% 0% 

Other options Its permanence within a centralized state 13.4% 5.3% 

DK/NA  2.8% 1.1% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 

Source: Own figures. 

 
the context is different for both groups. Analysing the prospective evaluation of 
the economic and political situation of Catalonia and Spain, we can observe a 
certain difference between the voters of these two political parties. In general 
terms, we could say that the voters of the political party led by Inés Arrimadas 
(C’s) are more pessimistic about the situation in Catalonia, not only in com-
parison with their evaluation of the situation in Spain, but also in contrast with 
the evaluations of the PSC voters. It should be noted, however, that the latter 
also makes a more positive assessment of the future political and economic 
situation of Spain than that of Catalonia.  

But perhaps one of the most remarkable data we found in our survey is that 
regarding the participation in the October 1st referendum, among PSC voters 
who went to the polls that day, 21.4% voted in favor while among C’s voters only 
5% did so. But not only this, regarding the support or not of the imprisonment 
of the pro-independence political leaders, 80.3% of C’s voters were in favour, 
while 73.6% of socialist voters were against. In line with these divergent posi-
tions, we see a certain disparity in the opinion of these two voter profiles re-
garding the application of Article 155 of the Constitution, by which the Gov-
ernment can take intervention measures in an Autonomous Community. 86.5% 
of C’s voters supported it while the number falls to 56.5% among socialist voters 
(43.5% are against). An interesting approach to why in certain contexts part of 
the electorate goes on to support measures of an “authoritarian” nature is that of 
Vasilopoulos et al. (2017) in which they state that it is the emotional reactions 
experienced by citizens that are the factors that most influence the acceptance of 
this type of measure. Thus, they point out that the voters who are located in the 
spectrum of the left of the ideological axis show that change of attitude when the 
emotional reaction they experience is what they call “anxiety”. Among voters on 

https://doi.org/10.4236/ojps.2020.103024


N. Lagares et al. 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/ojps.2020.103024 396 Open Journal of Political Science 
 

the right, no such change is observed since they generally tend to be more ac-
cepting of “authoritarian” measures or policies. In this sense, a fact that should 
not be overlooked is that PSC voters position themselves more to the left (4.08) 
than C’s voters (5.47)6. 

5. Multivariate Analysis 

Once a first descriptive approach to some of the central issues included in this 
work has been defined, the results of the two structural equation models ad-
justed for the analysis of the vote for the two main non-independence parties: 
Ciutadans de Catalunya (C’s) and the Partit dels Socialistes de Catalunya (PSC) 
are shown below7. In all cases, moderate degrees of explanation are achieved if 
we take into account the values of the Pseudo R2, and good rates of adjustment8 
of the models, if we take into account the usual values of adjustment indicated 
by the reference literature in this regard (Kline, 2011).  

Table 5 shows the diagram of the model adjusted for the explanation of vote 
to Ciutadans9. The variable that has the greatest effect on the vote for the second 
most voted party in the 2017 Autonomous Community elections is partisanship 
for said party with a total effect (0.556), also generating a positive effect on the 
vote for C’s. The second variable that would explain the vote in positive terms 
would be the rating of the political opposition made by Ciutadans as the main 
opposition party, with a total effect on the vote of 0.379. It is important to note 
the high covariation between this variable and the rating of the party leader, Inés 
Arrimadas (0.777). 

Continuing with the variables that exert a positive effect on the vote for C’s, 
we find the fact of being in favour of the imprisonment of pro-independence 
Catalan politicians, with a total effect of 0.224. A variable whose effect on the 
vote was conditioned to me by the direct influence that sympathy for the politi-
cal group has on it (0.225). 

Next, we find the effect that the emotional component Enthusiasm has di-
rectly and indirectly through partisanship, in the vote for Ciutadans (ET = 0.169).  
 
Table 5. Overall levels of explanation and model fit measures. 

 Pseudo R2 NFI CFI 

Ciutadans voting model 0.67 0,.974 0.979 

PSC voting model 0.61 0.983 0.987 

Source: Own figures. 

 

 

6Averages of a scale (0 - 10) where 0 is the maximum where the voter can place oneself on the left 
and 10 on the right. Data from the Equipo de Investigaciones Políticas (EIP) Political Study Emo-
tions in Catalonia. 
7The main reason for not including the analysis of EnComúPodem and PP was the number of cases 
that could be worked with in the sample, which significantly reduced the potential of the analysis. 
Beyond the questions of content already set out in previous sections. 
8The reference values for the NFI and CFI global adjustment indices are as follows: 1) NFI “good”: 
0.95 ≤ NFI ≤ 1.00 and NFI “acceptable”: 0.90 ≤ NFI ≤ 0.95; 2) CFI “good”: 0.97 ≤ CFI ≤ 1.00 and CFI 
“acceptable”: 0.95 ≤ CFI ≤ 0.97. 
9Detailed statistics are included in the Appendix (Table A1). 
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On the contrary, we observe how the emotional component Anxiety, would ex-
ercise a negative effect on the probability of voting for the formation, but not in 
a direct way, but indirectly through the effect on the positioning in the identity 
scale (ED = 0.229) and the positioning in favour of the imprisonments. As can 
be seen in the diagram, in spite of being included initially, the variable related to 
the emotional component Aversion, is not present in the adjusted model. 

The next variable in terms of importance attending to the value of the total 
effects would be the self-positioning on the ideological scale (ET = 0.121), al-
though this variable maintains a direct effect on the vote (ED = 0.506) and indi-
rect on it through the mediation effect that generates the partisanship (EI = 
0.072). We must mention, that in contrast the self-positioning on the nationalist 
scale, only exerts an indirect effect on the vote mediated through partisanship 
(EI = −0.250), as opposed to the pattern observed in the case of the ideological 
positioning (Figure 5). 

The last variable that would have a positive effect on the vote for this political 
party would be precisely the rating of its leader Inés Arrimadas, with a total ef-
fect of 0.115. Interesting in this sense is the effect that the leader’s rating would 
have on the fact of being in favour of imprisonment (ED = 0.316) and conse-
quently of the vote, with an indirect effect of (EI = 0.071). However, as would be 
expected and as is usual in analyses of voting behaviour, the effect of leadership 
on the vote for this party does not only come from that expressed towards its 
leader, but from the antagonistic constructions of the evaluations expressed to-
wards leaders of other formations, as is the case with the effect of the rating of 
M. Rajoy (ET = −0.049) or the rating of C. Puigdemont (ET = −0.163). 

Finally, with regard to this model, we should mention that the only socio- 
demographic variable that is significant is the income level, although it is the 
variable that has the smallest total effect (TE = −0.035). 
 

 
Figure 5. Ciutadans SEM voting model. Source: Own figures. 
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Continuing with the explanation of the vote for the Socialist Party of Catalo-
nia (Figure 6), we observe, with respect to some of the variables introduced, 
patterns similar to those described for the previous model. Again, partisanship is 
the variable that most conditions the vote for this party (ET = 0.649). It is worth 
noting the direct effect that this variable has on the self-positioning on the inde-
pendence procés (ED = 0.232) or on the self-positioning on the application of 
Article 155 (ED = −0.161); which would in turn have an indirect effect on the 
vote, given the direct effect that these last two variables have on the former, of 
0.240 in the case of the former and -0.193 in the case of the latter. This would 
allow us to state that while being in favour of the application of Article 155 re-
duces the probability of voting for the PSC (ET = −0.055), being against the in-
dependence procés10 would increase that probability (ET = 0.271). It is conven-
ient to point out the important relationship of correlation existing between the 
variables related to the procés, whose values can be observed in the diagram. 

Other of the essential variables at to understand the vote to the PSC, is the 
emotional component Enthusiasm, that would exercise in turn a direct effect 
(0.200) and indirectly mediated through the partisanship for the formation (ED 
= 0.435), what offers us a total effect of 0.499 on the vote. Regarding the other 
two emotional components: Aversion and Anxiety; the first, as in the previous 
model, is not present, while the second has a direct (−0.100) and indirect 
(−0.090) effect on the vote for this party, in a negative sense in both cases.  

Similarly, to what was observed in the previous model, the positions on the 
ideological and identity scales have indirect effects (mediated by partisanship for 
the political group) on the vote for the PSC. The total effects are 0.009 and 
−0.255, respectively. 

With respect to the leaderships, the only leader with a significant effect on the 
vote for the PSC is the rating of the regional leader Miquel Iceta, with a direct 
effect on the vote of 0.074. To conclude, the inverse effect that age, the only 
 

 
Figure 6. PSC SEM voting model. Source: Own figures. 

 

 

10Detailed statistics are included in the Appendix (Table A2). 
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socio-demographic variable present in the model, would be having on the vote 
(ET = −0.058) should be pointed out; in such a way that as it increases, the 
probability that the individual would vote for this political party is reduced. 

6. Discussion 

In brief, it is interesting to point out some general questions regarding the analy-
sis of the structural equation models raised, which in some cases confirm find-
ings from previous research, and in others raise new hypotheses and lines of in-
vestigation. One of the main results to be pointed out is the importance that the 
classical elements of explanation of the vote have in the models proposed for 
these two political groups; thus confirming a long academic trajectory in this 
sense. 

But at the same time, we note the importance of the emotional components in 
the explanation, which come to nourish and enrich it notably, especially in a 
situation of uncertainty and polarisation such as that which occurs in Catalonia. 
Although it is necessary to point out some important issues in this sense, since 
not all the emotional components initially contemplated generate effects on the 
vote for the formations analysed in the given context, neither in the same sense 
nor with the same intensity; showing the differences that exist between both and 
which we have tried to explain from the beginning. 

With regard to the specific objectives we proposed at the beginning of this 
work, we would like to highlight the following results: 

1) In the previous section, we analysed the specific weight of the emotional 
dimensions that affect the vote of C’s and PSC, and we can state that although 
the emotional components of Enthusiasm (quiet, enthusiastic, hopeful and 
proud) and Anxiety (disgusted, afraid, worried, angry and anxious) show sig-
nificant effects in both models, the same does not happen with the emotional 
component Aversion (resentful, contempt, bitter and hatred). While the latter 
would be largely due to the low response rate for the items that make up this la-
tent variable, this pattern would describe a non-negative policy in general terms, 
which is largely consistent with the previous approaches of Marcus et al. (2000, 
2006, 2017). These approaches are also of great interest with respect to the re-
sults obtained for the influence of the emotional component Anxiety, since, ac-
cording to the authors, this component would be present in the individual as a 
response to political stimuli that are produced at new or unexpected times. The 
situation that Catalonia was going through before the 2017 regional elections is a 
clear example of an unexpected situation that would generate a state of uncer-
tainty among voters, being able to produce in them situations of anxiety, which 
would explain the influence of this emotional component in both models. 

2) As for the second and third research question, how does the procés affect 
the decision to vote, the analysis shows us some particularities in the explanation 
of the vote to both formations. Concerning the impact of the measures taken by 
the Spanish government as well as the position of those surveyed with respect to 
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the procés itself, we can see how in the case of voting for the PSC, taking a posi-
tion against it has a direct positive relationship, although taking a position in 
favour of article 155 does have a negative effect. In the case of voting for C’s we 
can note how being in favour of the imprisonment of pro-independence leaders 
has a positive impact. These findings would confirm what the descriptive data 
previously presented in the section on voter analysis suggests. 

3) Taking up again the manifest importance of the classical elements, it is im-
portant to point out the influence of the partisan identification in both equa-
tions, a matter that has already been expressed in previous studies (Jaráiz et al. 
2020; Pereira et al., 2019; Lagares et al., 2018; Rivera & Jaráiz, 2016; Cazorla & 
Rivera, 2016) and that is confirmed again. But even more important are the 
variables that nourish it, since these modelizations allow to put in value the im-
portance that the emotional or affective components would have on the compo-
sition of the identification; allowing to confirm the meaning that the classic 
studies showed in relation to it. Another fundamental finding in the line of other 
studies, is the importance of traditional cleavages, ideology and identity, in the 
direct explanation on the voting behaviour and indirect on the partisan identifi-
cation, sharing this role with the emotional components, as described in previ-
ous lines. Almost to finish, to point out the scarce presence and reduced effect of 
the socio-demographic variables in the explanation of vote. A pattern that has 
been common in behavioural analyses, with the exception of age, again present 
here in the case of the model adjusted for the PSC. Undoubtedly, we could speak 
of a certain “desociologización de la política” (Jaráiz et al. 2020). 

4) In sum, can we identify a single type of non-independent voter in the Cata-
lan elections of 2017? Taking into account both the emotional dimensions and 
the variables related to the procés itself and the measures carried out by the 
Spanish government, we can affirm that despite the fact that the same variables 
are present in both models (Ciutadans SEM voting model and PSC voting 
model) they affect in a different way the vote of the two political parties. As we 
have seen, while in the PSC voting model the emotional dimensions (Enthusi-
asm and Anxiety) do so directly, in the case of voting for C’s the impact of the 
Anxiety dimension is indirect. Likewise, the variables related to the procés and 
the measures carried out by the Spanish government affect each of the models in 
the opposite way. 

7. Conclusion 

In conclusion, it is important to note that the analysis presented in this article 
highlights the value that the latest events before the 2017 regional elections 
would have had on Catalan society as a whole in terms of polarisation, and more 
specifically on the voters of parties that would not support independence. These 
events have continued to nourish and shape the procés and are clearly mediated 
by the nationalist position, the identifications towards the political parties and 
the evaluations of the management and positioning of their leaders. 
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Without a doubt, this article contributes to the empirical evidence presented 
in line with previous works regarding the influence and effects that the different 
emotional components have on the perception of politics and the deci-
sion-making process. In particular, the effect generated by the emotions linked 
to the Anxiety component. 

Looking to the future, and especially taking into account the possibility of a 
new election being held in Catalonia, it is necessary to continue analysing the ef-
fect that emotions and other classic components may have on the vote of differ-
ent political groups. And in this sense, it could be particularly valuable to con-
sider the analysis, taking into account not only the emotions generated towards 
the political parties, but also towards their leaders, as regards the effect that the 
discourse and the story built by them could have, in a situation of uncertainty 
and polarisation such as that which Catalonia is going through, on the elector-
ate’s decision to vote.  
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Annexes 

Table A1. Total, direct and indirect effects of the vote on Ciutadans. 

Standarized Total Effects 

 Enthusiasm Anxiety 
Assessm. 

Oposit. Cs 
Ideology Nationalism 

Sympathy 
Ciutadans 

Assessm. 
Arrimadas 

Income 
level 

In favor of 
Imprison. 

Assessm. 
Rajoy 

Assessem. 
Puigdemont 

Ideology 0.000 0.000 0.385 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Nationalism 0.000 0.229 −0.408 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Sympathy 
Ciutadans 

0.108 −0.036 0.439 0.129 −0.156 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

In favor of 
Imprisonments 

0.024 −0.067 0.204 0.029 −0.294 0.225 0.316 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessment 
Rajoy 

0.000 0.000 0.619 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessement 
Puigdemont 

0.000 0.148 −0.263 0.000 0.646 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Disgusted 0.000 0.848 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.164 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Afraid 0.000 0.985 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Worried 0.000 0.908 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Angry 0.000 0.873 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Anxious 0.000 0.927 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Quite 0.939 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Enthusiastic 0.974 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Hopeful 0.964 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Proud 0.988 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

CIUTADANS 
VOTE 

0.169 −00.057 0.379 0.121 −0.250 0.556 0.115 −0.035 0.224 −0.049 −163 

 
Standarized Direct Effects 

 Enthusiasm Anxiety 
Assessm. 

Oposit. Cs 
Ideology Nationalism 

Sympathy 
Ciutadans 

Assessm. 
Arrimadas 

Income 
level 

In favor of 
Imprison. 

Assessm. 
Rajoy 

Assessem. 
Puigdemont 

Ideology 0.000 0.000 0.385 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Nationalism 0.000 0.229 −0.408 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Sympathy 
Ciutadans 

0.108 0.000 0.326 0.129 −0.156 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

In favor of 
Imprisonments 

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 −0.258 0.225 0.316 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessment 
Rajoy 

0.000 0.000 0.619 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessement 
Puigdemont 

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.646 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 
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Continued 

Disgusted 0.000 0.848 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Afraid 0.000 0.985 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Worried 0.000 0.908 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Angry 0.000 0.872 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Anxious 0.000 0.927 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Quite 0.939 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Enthusiastic 0.974 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Hopeful 0.964 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Proud 0.988 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

CIUTADANS 
VOTE 

0.109 0.000 0.080 0.049 0.000 0.506 0.093 −0.035 0.224 −0.049 −163 

 
Standarized Indirect Effects 

 Enthusiasm Anxiety 
Assessm. 

Oposit. Cs 
Ideology Nationalism 

Sympathy 
Ciutadans 

Assessm. 
Arrimadas 

Income 
level 

In favor of 
Imprison. 

Assessm. 
Rajoy 

Assessem. 
Puigdemont 

Ideology 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Nationalism 0.000 0.000 0.113 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Sympathy 
Ciutadans 

0.000 −0.036 0.204 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

In favor of 
Imprisonments 

0.024 −0.067 0.000 0.029 −0.035 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessment 
Rajoy 

0.000 0.000 −0.263 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessement 
Puigdemont 

0.000 0.148 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Disgusted 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Afraid 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Worried 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Angry 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Anxious 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Quite 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Enthusiastic 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Hopeful 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Proud 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

CIUTADANS 
VOTE 

0.060 −0.057 0.299 0.072 −0.250 0.050 0.071 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Source: Own figures. 
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Table A2. Total, direct and indirect effects of the vote on PSC. 

Standarized Total Effects 

 Enthusiasm Anxiety Ideology Nationalism 
In favor of 
Imprison. 

Sympathy 
PSC 

Against 
Independence 

procés 
Age 

Assessm. 
Iceta 

In favor of 
article 155 

In favor of 
Imprisonments 

0.000 0.000 0.000 −0.478 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Sympathy PSC 0.435 −0.115 −0.050 −0.276 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Against 
independence procés 

0.101 −0.027 0.140 −0.596 0.336 0.232 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessment Iceta 0.256 −0.227 0.057 −0.198 0.044 0.095 0.407 0.000 0.000 0.000 

In favor of article 155 −0.070 0.018 0.008 0.543 0.000 −0.161 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Worried 0.000 0.929 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Angry 0.000 0.960 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Quite 0.965 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Enthusiastic 0.984 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Hopeful 0.957 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Proud 0.972 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

PSC VOTE 0.499 −0.191 0.009 −0.255 −0.109 0.649 0.271 −0.058 0.074 −0.055 

 
Standarized Direct Effects 

 Enthusiasm Anxiety Ideology Nationalism 
In favor of 
Imprison. 

Sympathy 
PSC 

Against 
Independence 

procés 
Age 

Assessm. 
Iceta 

In favor of 
article 155 

In favor of 
Imprisonments 

0.000 0.000 0.000 −0.478 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Sympathy PSC 0.435 −0.115 0.050 −0.276 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Against 
independence procés 

0.000 0.000 0.151 −0.371 0.336 0.232 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessment Iceta 0.215 −0.217 0.000 0.000 −0.093 0.000 0.407 0.000 0.000 0.000 

In favor of article 155 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.499 0.000 −0.161 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Worried 0.000 0.929 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Angry 0.000 0.960 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Quite 0.965 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Enthusiastic 0.984 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Hopeful 0.957 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Proud 0.972 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

PSC VOTE 0.200 −0.100 0.000 0.000 −0.193 0.577 0.240 −0.058 0.074 −0.055 
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Standarized Indirect Effects 

 Enthusiasm Anxiety Ideology Nationalism 
In favor of 
Imprison. 

Sympathy 
PSC 

Against 
Independence 

procés 
Age 

Assessm. 
Iceta 

In favor of 
article 155 

In favor of 
Imprisonments 

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Sympathy PSC 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Against independence 
procés 

0.101 −0.027 −0.012 0.225 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Assessment Iceta 0.041 −0.011 0.057 −0.198 0.137 0.095 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

In favor of article 155 −0.070 0.018 0.008 0.044 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Worried 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Angry 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Quite 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Enthusiastic 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Hopeful 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Proud 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

PSC VOTE 0.298 −0.090 0.009 −0.255 0.084 0.072 0.030 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Source: Own figures. 
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