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Abstract: Inquiry teaching is one of the core problems in today's teaching theory and practice of curriculum
reform around the world, which is also the major highlight, hotspot and difficulty in the new education
reform in China. When we listen to the call of the times, examine and analyze the current situation of the
form of English class, we have to admit that inquiry teaching seems to meet with difficulties in English class.
A variety of puzzlings, misunderstandings, questionings and the negative emotions are inevitable for teachers.
Hence, this paper makes a micro-anylysis of the two cases of inquiry teaching in English class, which are
based on the network and the non-network. It holds that the nature of inquiry teaching should emphasize on
the students' self-constructing rather than “others-controlling” inquiry teaching under teachers’ leading. In the
meantime it points out that to change the teachers’ ideas and their own study methods, train their ability of
flexibility, pay attention to observation of teachers in classroom and experience subject linkage are the main
ways of inquiry teaching in English class.
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