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ipulative skills associated with psychopathy. However, the study found no
tatistically significant relationship between SES and PCL-R scores among
offenders. Prior research discrepancies may be influenced by cultural and
societal factors, the complexity of measuring SES, and their interaction with
underlying personality traits. Despite limitations, such as the absence of lon-
gitudinal research design and potential biases, the study enhances knowl-
edge on the interplay between psychopathic traits, offence classification,
and SES. Overall, this study’s insights are vital for informing tailored foren-
sic interventions based on specific criminal tendencies associated with psy-
chopathy. By understanding the multifaceted nature of psychopathy, practi-
tioners can enhance rehabilitation effectiveness and reduce recidivism rates
among offenders.
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1. Introduction

This study actively examines the intricate relationship between psychopathic
tendencies and criminal behaviour. The central inquiry revolves around whether
specific types of offences (e.g., bodily harm or financial crime) can serve as pre-
dictors of psychopathy levels, as measured by the PCL-R. Additionally, the re-
search investigates whether the socioeconomic status of offenders can be a pre-

dictive factor of psychopathic traits.

In a more detailed exploration, this study aing8 potential correlations

Overall, this r
cifically, it aims

ith an increased risk of engaging in criminal behaviour, not all indi-
Is exhibiting psychopathic traits become criminals, nor are all criminals’

ychopaths [1] [2]. It is a nuanced and multifaceted relationship that requires
careful examination. Research has consistently shown that individuals with psy-
chopathy exhibit distinct personality traits such as manipulation, callousness,
and a lack of empathy. These traits, combined with an inclination towards im-
pulsivity and antisocial behaviours, increase the likelihood of engaging in crimi-
nal acts. However, it is essential to recognise that psychopathy alone does not
determine criminal behaviour. Other factors, such as environmental influences
and personal circumstances, influence psychopathic traits to shape an individ-
ual’s likelihood of criminal acts [3].

This research. The association between psychopathy and specific types of
crimes varies [4] [5]. While psychopathy is thought to be linked to a higher risk
of violent offenders, including acts of aggression and predatory behaviour, it
does not necessarily imply involvement in all types of criminal activities. Indi-

viduals with psychopathy may also be involved in non-violent offences, such as
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fraud or white-collar crimes, leveraging their manipulative tendencies to exploit
others. Hence, this research aims to clarify the link between psychopathy and
crime by providing insight into the violence levels of crimes committed.

Exploring the connection between psychopathy and types of criminal behav-
iour holds significant importance for several reasons. For instance, investigating
the relationship between psychopathic tendencies and specific criminal behav-
iours can provide insights into the underlying motivations and thought proc-
esses driving criminal actions. This knowledge is essential for law enforcement,
criminal justice professionals, and researchers to comprehend better the factors
contributing to criminal activity.

In addition, research into the connection between psychopathy and criminal

behaviour can influence policy and legal reforms. This information can help

implications for society.

psychopathic traits, and

Resea at clarifies the nuanced relationship between

pes of criminal behaviour can help reduce misun-

and’quality of life. SES encompasses a broad range of factors that relate to an in-
ividual’s or a family’s economic and social standing within society. SES is a
multidimensional construct considering factors, including income, education
level, occupation, and access to essential resources [7] [8] These elements work
in tandem to establish an individual’s position in the social hierarchy and influ-
ence their ability to participate fully in economic, educational, and societal ac-
tivities.

This research. The second aim of this study is to determine and analyse the
link between SES and psychopathy scores, as measured by the PCL-R. Hence, it
is important to distinct the individual factors compromising SES and explore
how these affect psychopathic traits. Furthermore, as the research will categorise
SES into “low”, “medium”, and high it can be utilised to discover where the rela-
tionship lies, if a statistical significance is found.

Relevance. Researching the influence of socioeconomic status (SES) on psy-

chopathy scores as measured by the Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R) is
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relevant for several compelling reasons. For instance, knowledge of how SES in-
teracts with psychopathy can inform the design of interventions considering the
unique challenges and needs of individuals from different socioeconomic back-
grounds. This targeted approach could lead to more effective strategies for pre-
venting or managing psychopathic behaviours.

One of the most prominent associations between SES and crime is the link
with poverty [9] [10]. The relationship between socioeconomic status (SES) and
crime has been the subject of extensive research and debate in the fields of
criminology, sociology, and economics [11] [12]. While crime is a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon influenced by numerous factors, evidence suggests
that SES plays a significant role in shaping criminal behaviour and the patterns

of illegal activity within a society. Hence, it is interesting to explore whether

associated with lower S

brain development and

to impulsive and &

uch as/superficial charm, pathological lying, lack of remorse, and endorsing a
pagasitic lifestyle.

Relevance. This research focuses on psychopathy as classified by the PCL-R.
High scores indicate higher psychopathic traits whilst low scores indicate low
psychopathic traits. Hence, it is important to investigate what the PCL-R meas-
ures and how it is scored.

Description. The checklist is based on a two-factor model of psychopathy,
which distinguishes between the interpersonal and affective features (Factor 1),
and the impulse and antisocial behaviours (Factor 2). Factor 1, the “core” or
“primary” factor, focuses on traits related to interpersonal manipulation, cal-
lousness, and a grandiose sense of self. These traits reflect a lack of empathy,
shallow emotional affect, and a tendency to exploit others for personal gain.
However, Factor 2, often called the “secondary” factor of psychopathy, encom-
passes impulsive and antisocial behaviours such as a history of criminal activity,
impulsivity, poor behavioural control, and irresponsibility. Individuals scoring
high on this factor often exhibit a more chaotic and unstable lifestyle, with a
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greater propensity for violence and criminality.

The scores on the PCL range from 0 to 40, with a. higher score indicating a
higher degree of psychopathy. In clinical settings, a cut-off score of 25 or above
indicates a diagnosis of psychopathy in the UK population. It is important to
note that the PCL is primarily used by trained professionals, such as forensic
psychologists or psychiatrists, and is not intended for self-diagnosis. Hence, any
diagnosis not recorded by professionals will be disregarded for this research.

The revised version of the PCL (the PCL-R) was published in 1991 by Dr Hare
[14] [15]. It aimed to address several limitations and enhance the reliability and
validity of the assessment. A clarification of scoring criteria was introduced as
the initial version has some ambiguity leading to inconsistencies in its applica-

tion. The clarification provides clear guidelines and operational definitions for

across different settings,

fined the assessment to

earch Contributes effectively to the existing literature by providing empirical
evidence supporting the psychometric properties of the PCL: SV. Furthermore,
esults indicate good reliability and validity by determining the items to be effec-
tive in discriminating between individuals with high and low levels of psycho-
pathy. However, a significant limitation of the study is its generalisability, as it
was conducted in 1999 using a specific and limited sample of male offenders.
DeMatteo et al (2020) [17] evaluated and addressed the PCL-R in a capital
sentencing setting in the US, as it is widely utilised to assess the risk of institu-
tional violence. The authors expressed concerns regarding its applicability as the
PCL-R was not designed or validated to determine the risk of violence within
correctional institutions or to make predictions about an individual’s future
dangerousness. In addition, the authors contend that using the PCL-R in this
context may have serious consequences, including the potential for misjudging
an individual’s level of risk and the potential for unfair treatment in capital sen-
tencing. Several issues regarding using the PCL-R in capital sentencing were
highlighted, such as concerns about reliability and validity, the lack of clear
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guidance for interpretation, and the potential for bias and subjective judgement.
Furthermore, the authors argue that these facts undermine capital sentencing
procedures’ scientific integrity and fairness.

Consequentially, a statement on the potential misuse and misinterpretation of
the PCL-R in the context of capital sentencing was issued. This included a call
for caution and re-evaluating the use of the PCL-R in capital sentencing, empa-
thising with the need for evidence-based risk assessment tools and transparent,
reliable, and valid procedures. However, a limitation of DeMatteo et al’s (2020)
study is the lack of empirical data and specific research findings to support their
concerns. The article is presented as a statement by concerned experts but does
not appear to present new empirical research or data to support their assertions.

Furthermore, as the article focuses on a capital sentencing setting and the as-

sessment of institutional violence, it limits the g ility of the findings to
other settings.

A counterstatement to DeMatteo et af. agplblished the same year

ermore, Olver et al (2020) address methodological con-

use of proxy measures for violence and the retrospective nature

valid togPwhen utilised appropriately and in conjunction with other assessment
measures.

imitations. The PCL-R has various explored limitations, which have been
discussed through published concerns and public debates. Some items on the
PCL-R require subjective judgements by the assessor, which can introduce a
degree of subjectivity and potential bias. Furthermore, scoring and interpreta-
tion may vary between different assessors, leading to consistency in results. In
addition, the PCL-R was primarily developed and validated in North American
populations, which raises concerns about its applicability and cultural bias
when used in different cultural contexts. This is mainly because the instru-
ments’ items and scoring criteria may not fully capture or adequately assess
psychopathy in diverse populations such as major cities where cultural diver-
sity is expected. Furthermore, there is an overemphasis on criminality when
utilising the tool. As the PCL-R focuses heavily on criminal behaviours and
antisocial traits, it limits its applicability when utilised in non-forensic or non-

criminal populations as it may not fully capture psychopathic traits in indi-
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viduals not exhibiting such behaviours. There is also a need for more consid-
eration of protective factors. As the PCL-R primarily focuses on risk factors
and negative aspects of psychopathy, examining protective factors or positive
traits that may influence behaviour is neglected. In turn, this can affect an in-

dividual’s treatment outcome.

2. Research Question

This proposed research aims to answer the question, “Can index offence type and
socio-economic status predict psychopathy (as measured by PCL-R scores)?” Sig-
nificant differences in offence type will be explored, and an overview will clarify if
most offences “psychopaths” have committed are violent. Thereby, common traits
are identified, which, in turn, can help identify and manage risks posed. Further-

more, by determining whether socioeconomic

ignificant predictive
factor of psychopathy, further screening measure ne prevention strate-

gies are proposed.

3. Methods

Participants
Recorded in the 1999) are a total of 3142 participants. The subgroup
were those who had undergone the PCL-R assessment
i€s regarding socioeconomic status. This was calculated as 433

(78.98%) male (Coded as 1) and 91 (21.02%) female (Coded as

11.54% as “Black” (Coded as 2), and 5.31% as “Other” (Coded as 3).

An overview of the descriptive statistics is provided in Table 1 (below).

Measures

This study’s exposure (Independent) variables will be the Index Offence logged
and the participants’ socio-economic status. The outcome (Dependent) variable
will be PCL-R scores recorded.

Procedure

An ordinal logistic regression was run to explore PCL-R scores (DV) based on

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics: N, Mean, Standard deviation and range of each variable.

N Mean SD Range
Age 433 29.56 9.55 47
Sex 433 1.21 41 1
Ethnic 433 1.22 .53 2
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index offence (IV,) and socio-economic status (IV,). This was done in SPSS
(Statistical Package for the Social Sciences; IBM SPSS Statistics, 2023). Variables
for index offences were categorised according to the index offence’s severity and
whether direct bodily harm was committed. Crimes are categorised into three
and are labelled “serious violence”, “other serious”, and “other major”.

Serious Violence. Index offences in Category 1 must involve direct bodily harm
with serious intent. Examples include murder, grievous physical harm, terror-
ism, and rape.

Other Serious. In Category 2, the nature of the offence is considered along-
side the harm caused. The significant difference is that serious violence must
cause direct bodily harm, whilst other serious should have the intent of serious

violence. Examples of this category include affray, threatening, conspiracy to

murder, and possession of firearms.
Other Major. Category 3 includes all offences d not to be of violent

nature nor directly physically harming otfiers. Exam nclude breaching pro-

e\owners’ area of research interest, the anticipated benefits to both the data

oyner and the broader public, ethical considerations, and measures to ensure
data protection. The owners’ area of research interest was a crucial aspect to as-
certain, as it helped align the research objectives with the goals and intentions of
the data providers. Understanding the broader context of the data and its in-
tended use allowed for a more meaningful and mutually beneficial collaboration
between researchers and data owners. Demonstrating the overall benefit to both
the data owner and the broader public was essential in justifying the use of the
data. By articulating the potential contributions of the research findings to ad-
vancing knowledge, informing policy, or improving practices, researchers could
effectively communicate the value of accessing and analysing the data. Ethical
considerations played a central role in the approval process, ensuring that the
research adhered to ethical principles and guidelines. This included considera-
tions such as confidentiality, privacy, consent, and the protection of participants’

rights. By addressing these ethical concerns upfront and implementing appro-
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priate safeguards, researchers could uphold the integrity and trustworthiness of
the research process. Data protection was paramount to safeguarding the privacy
and confidentiality of individuals whose data was being accessed and analysed.
Measures such as anonymization were implemented to remove any personally
identifiable information from the dataset, thus minimizing the risk of privacy
breaches or unauthorized disclosures.

Ethics

Given that the research involved the analysis of secondary data, there was no
requirement to apply for ethics approval. Secondary data analysis involves the
use of existing data that has been collected for purposes other than the re-
searcher’s study. As such, the research did not entail direct interaction with par-

ticipants or the collection of new data, thereby mitjgating the need for formal

tizing transparency, acc

ers could conduct their

assumptién of proportional odds was met, as assessed by a full likelihood ratio
testhcomparing the fit of the proportional odds location model to a model with
varying location parameters X* (4) = 4.517, p = .341. The deviance good-
ness-of-fit test indicated that the model fit the observed data well, X? (12) =
10.886, p = .539. The Pearson goodness-of-fit test suggested that the model was
also an excellent fit to the observed data, X* (12) = 8.988, p = .704. Furthermore,
the final model statistically significantly predicted the dependent variable over
and above the intercept-only model, X* (4) = 17.274, p < .001.

In the analysis conducted, a comprehensive investigation was undertaken into
the relationship between offence classification and its impact on the prediction
of PCL-R scores. The results unveiled a statistically significant effect of offence
classification on the prediction of PCL-R scores, as evidenced by the chi-squared
statistic (X?) of 12.250 with 2 degrees of freedom (df), yielding a p-value of .002.

Delving deeper into the findings, it was revealed that the odds of offenders
characterized by “Other Serious” index offences were approximately 2.030 times

higher than those with other major index offences in terms of the likelihood of
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obtaining higher PCL-R scores. This assertion was substantiated by a 95% con-
fidence interval (CI) [1.335, 3.087]. The outcomes underscored a noteworthy
association between the classification of offences and the propensity for elevated
PCL-R scores among individuals with “Other Serious” index offences.

In contrast, the odds of offenders categorized with “Serious Violence” index
offences did not significantly differ from those with other major index offences
in terms of the likelihood of attaining higher PCL-R scores. This similarity was
reflected in an odds ratio of 1.062 and a 95% CI [.665, 1.696]. The statistical
evaluation further supported this finding, with a Wald chi-squared (X2) statistic
of .063 and a p-value of .802 for 1 degree of freedom (df).

On a separate note, the analysis also addressed the influence of socioeconomic

groups on the prediction of PCL-R scores. In this regard, the results pointed to-

the chi-squared statistic (X*) of 3.653 with 2 deg
a p-value of .161.

A concise overview of the outcomes‘is

5. Discussion

Index offences
Findings. This study found a stdfistically significant connection between in-

dex offences and PCL-R s, théreby revealing a noteworthy association be-

tween certain cri haviour and psychopathic traits. Specifically, offenders

with index offences as “Other Serious” (affray, threatening, conspiracy

tistically most likely to receive high PCL-R scores. Fur-

idyals with high psychopathic traits may have difficulty experiencing emotions

able 2. Ordinal logistic regression model.

95% C.I. for OR
B SEB Wald df Sig OR

LL UL
Serious Violence .06 24 .06 1 .802 1.06 .67 1.70
Other Serious 71 21 10.70 1 <.001 1.34 1.34 3.09
Other Major 0° 1
Low SES -1.55 .83 3.48 1 .062 21 .04 1.08
Medium SES -1.23 .78 2.48 1 115 29 .06 1.35
High SES 02

Note. Model = “Enter” method in SPSS Statistics. B = unstandardized regression coeffi-
cient; CI = confidence interval; LL = lower limit; UL = upper limit; SE B = standard error
of the coefficient.
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like fear, anxiety, or guilt, which are typically associated with criminal acts. In
the context of index offences, the emotional detachment characteristics might
render violent acts less emotionally distressing for the offender. One could also
argue that thoughts of violent behaviour are comforting to the psychopathic in-
dividual. Hence, findings that charges such as “attempted murder” and “intent
to kidnap” correlate more with PCL-R scores seem plausible.

Non-violent crimes often involve psychological manipulation and strategic
planning rather than direct physical aggression. Individuals with high PCL-R
scores, characterized by manipulative tendencies, may exploit their understand-
ing of emotions to manipulate situations and coerce others into engaging in
criminal acts like conspiracy to murder or possession of firearms. Their adept-

ness at playing on emotions can make them effective in orchestrating such intri-

cate schemes.

In addition, threatening behaviours, wherg ind stil fear in others, are

ctiomts. Analysing this lack of emotional concern can elu-
towards these forms of non-violent criminal behaviour.
ddition, psychopathy is often linked to impulsivity and
viour [21] [22]. Offenders with high psychopathic traits may

with psychopathic tendencies might be more likely to engage in spontaneous

dangerous acts such as assault or robberies. However, whilst psychopaths
can be impulsive, they can also plan long-term and calculate their actions to
achieve their goals. Certain less violent offences, such as white-collar crimes,
may require careful planning and patience, which aligns with psychopathic
traits.

In addition, non-violent offenses such as possession of firearms can be influ-
enced by impulsive tendencies. Individuals with high impulsivity traits may ac-
quire firearms impulsively, without fully considering the potential violent con-
sequences. Exploring how impulsivity interacts with psychopathy in non-violent
contexts can offer insights into the emotional factors driving firearm possession.

Sensation seeking. The need for sensation-seeking behaviours, stimulation,
and excitement has been linked to psychopathy [23] [24]. Therefore, engaging in
violent or aggressive criminal acts may gratify those seeking intense stimulation.

Index offences such as theft, sexual assault and fleeing from police may stimulate
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these needs without necessarily resorting to major violent acts. In addition, psy-
chopaths are known for their manipulative and cunning nature. They often excel
at navigating social situations and exploiting others for personal gain. Less vio-
lent offences such as fraud, forgery or embezzlement can be committed through
strategic planning and manipulation aligning with psychopathic traits.

Furthermore, emotionally charged non-violent crimes, like threatening or af-
fray, may not involve direct physical harm but can still inflict emotional distress
on victims. Individuals with psychopathy traits may exploit their emotional defi-
cits to engage in actions that distress or harm others emotionally, capitalizing on
their limited empathy.

Skillset. Non-violent crimes often involve psychological manipulation and
strategic planning rather than direct physical aggression. Individuals with high

PCL-R scores, characterized by manipulative tendencieghmay exploit their un-

ing in criminal acts like conspiracy to

adeptness at playing on emotions can

oreover, non-violent crimes often involve psychological manipulation and

rategic planning rather than direct physical aggression. Individuals with high
PCL-R scores, characterized by manipulative tendencies, may exploit their un-
derstanding of emotions to manipulate situations and coerce others into engag-
ing in criminal acts like conspiracy to murder or possession of firearms. Their
adeptness at playing on emotions can make them effective in orchestrating such
intricate schemes.

Correlation and causation. It is essential to acknowledge that the observed
correlation between index offences and PCL-R scores does not imply causation.
The relationship between criminal behaviour and psychopathy is undoubtedly
bidirectional and complex. While index offences may exacerbate psychopathic
traits, it is equally plausible that pre-existing psychopathic characteristics might
contribute to the commission of severe criminal acts. Furthermore, longitudinal
research designs and more extensive investigations are necessary to disentangle

the intricate interplay between criminal behaviour and psychopathy fully.

DOI: 10.4236/0alib.1111268

12 Open Access Library Journal


http://doi.org/10.4236/oalib.1111268

A. C. Stausberg

Reciprocal influence. The potential for a reciprocal impact between criminal
behaviour and psychopathic traits should be acknowledged, as the relationship
can be seen as a dynamic and reciprocal process. Individuals with pre-existing
psychopathic traits may be more likely to engage in criminal behaviour due to
their callousness, lack of empathy and impulsivity. These personality traits may
drive them to commit violent or aggressive acts to achieve personal goals or
gratification without considering the harm inflicted on others. Furthermore,
longitudinal research suggests certain psychopathic traits can manifest early in
life, even during childhood. Callous and unemotional traits, such as a lack of
guilt or empathy, may be precursors to layer psychopathic behaviours, including
criminal conduct [26]. In some cases, childhood behaviours indicative of psy-

chopathy, such as cruelty to animals or persistent aggression, might foreshadow

psychopathic traits over time.

opathic tendencies experience suc-

social context in which individuals with psy-

d live can significantly impact their criminal be-

S and psychopathic traits, indicating no noteworthy association be-
twgen these and no indication of SES scores influencing psychopathic tenden-

ies. This is an interesting finding as a substantial body of research has explored
the relationship between socioeconomic status (SES) and psychopathy, with
many studies reporting a positive association between lower SES and higher lev-
els of psychopathic traits [28] [29].

Societal and cultural effects. This research found no significant relationship
between psychopathy and SES. One explanation for this is that SES’s impact on
psychopathy may vary across different cultural and societal contexts [30] [31].
Certain societies or cultures may have unique social norms and expectations that
influence the expression of psychopathic traits very differently among induvial
from various socioeconomic backgrounds. Certain psychopathic traits may be
more tolerated or even rewarded in some cultures, leading to a weaker associa-
tion between SES and PCLR scores. Traits such as assertiveness, dominance, and
charm may be perceived as positive attributes, especially in competitive envi-
ronments or positions of power. As a result, individuals with these traits may be
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more likely to succeed and thrive, irrespective of their SES. This cultural accep-
tance may weaken or obscure the relationship between SES and PCL-R scores.
Cultural differences in parenting styles and socialisation practices can shape
the development of personality traits, including those associated with psychopa-
thy. In some cultures, emphasis on individualism, achievement, and self-reliance
may be more pronounced, potentially contributing to the development of certain
psychopathic traits regardless of SES. In addition, in societies where psychopathy
is heavily stigmatised, individuals with psychopathic traits may be less likely to

be identified, diagnosed, or reported, regardless of their socioeconomic back-

ground. This underreporting or lack of recognition could mask any potential
differences in PCL-R scores related to SES.
Societal structures and power hierarchies can influence how psychopathic

bate the impact of lower SES én ent of psychopathic traits. For

example, individuals facin cioeconomic stress, such as poverty,

Measurement, ES is a multifaceted construct that includes

various indicators ¢

ome ot education level, as a proxy for SES. Whilst these indicators can be in-
formative, they may not fully capture the individuals’ or families’ overall socio-

conomic status. Single indicators can oversimplify the complexity of SES, po-
tentially leading to incomplete or misleading associations with psychopathy. In
contrast, researchers may assess SES in terms of relative standing within a spe-
cific population (e.g., comparing an induvial income to the average income in
their country) or in terms of absolute standards (e.g., measuring an individual
income in terms of purchasing power parity). The choice of relative or absolute
SES measurement can affect the results and interpretation of the relationship
with psychopathy. Hence, a relationship between SES and PCL-R scores cannot
always be found.

Dimensional interplay. Furthermore, SES is a multidimensional concept, and
different indicators may interact complexly. For instance, an individual with a
mighty income may have lower educational attainment, or someone with a pres-
tigious occupation may live in a low-income neighbourhood. The interplay of

these dimensions can influence psychopathy differently depending on the spe-
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cific combination of SES indicators. Furthermore, as psychopathy compromises
multidimensional traits like manipulation, callousness, and impulsivity, and SES
encapsulates economic, educational, and social factors, they yield a multifaceted
dynamic. This can be exemplified by two induvial, X and Y. X has high impul-
sivity traits, whilst Y scores high on manipulation. X grew up in a low-income
neighbourhood, facing limited opportunities. X’s impulsive tendencies and lack
of resources might lead to impulsive shoplifting or drug-related behaviours. In
contrast, Y comes from an affluent background, and the manipulation traits
could manifest in financial fraud schemes due to the access and confidence the
SES provides. This demonstrates how the interplay between psychopathy and
SES can shape distinct criminal behaviours based on individual traits and life
circumstances.

High SES = high PCL-R? Although low SES s

sociated with criminal behaviour, this researc

¢ more COI’anI’llY as-

poests that may not be the case.

When combined with pSychopathi

them to exploit afighdisrega rights and feelings of others to fulfil their de-

sires. In addition, Hy is characterised by a lack of empathy and emo-

psychopathic traits, such as impulsivity and a disregard for rules and social
s, they may engage in reckless behaviours without considering the impact
n others. In addition, high SES often comes with a competitive environment
and a drive for success. This drive can become extreme for individuals with
psychopathic traits, leading them to pursue power and control at any cost, in-
cluding engaging in criminal behaviour.

Psychopathy is often associated with superficial charm and the ability to ma-
nipulate others in social situations. In high SES circles, induvial with these traits
might use their charm to gain social influence and maintain a positive image
when hiding their darker tendencies. However, it is essential to note that not all
individuals with high SES and PCL-R scores will exhibit these characteristics.
Psychopathy is a complex personality disorder influenced by various factors, in-
cluding genetics, environment, and early life experiences. Furthermore, high SES
does not determine a person’s character or behaviour, as individuals from all so-
cioeconomic backgrounds can display various personality traits and behaviours.

Low SES = low PCL-R? Individuals from low SES backgrounds often face
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economic hardships and have limited access to education, healthcare, and job
opportunities, and there is a stigma surrounding psychopathy and crime. How-
ever, although this lack of resources might contribute to frustration, hopeless-
ness, and stress, it does not mean the induvial is engaging in criminal acts. Fur-
thermore, while low PCL-R scores suggest a lower likelihood of exhibiting psy-
chopathic traits, individuals from low SES backgrounds might develop greater
empathy and compassion for others due to their shared struggles and experi-
ences. Moreover, facing adversity might foster resilience and a sense of commu-
nity support. In addition, individuals with low SES might be more risk-averse
because they cannot afford to take chances that could lead to further hardship.
This cautious approach to life may prevent them from engaging in impulsive or

reckless behaviours.

A lower socioeconomic environment might pse individuals to the

same competition and power struggles in higk As a result, they may

be less likely to develop manipulative opfpower-se o/ tendencies associated

with psychopathy. Furthermore, peo SES backgrounds may rely

systems due to limited re-

an pursuing individual gains.

adversity in low SES environments can foster a

loiting others, as their immediate needs are often focused on basic survival and
ility. In addition, demonstrating reliance and overcoming challenges along-
side developing prosocial behaviours may be of greater value for individuals

from lower SES backgrounds.

6. Limitations and Future Research

Research design. Longitudinal research design and extensive investigations
are essential to disentangle the relationship between criminal behaviour and
psychopathy fully. As this research was not longitudinal, it failed to follow indi-
viduals over extended periods. It consequentially could not discern the temporal
sequence of psychopathic traits and criminal acts, providing insight into the po-
tential direction of causality. Furthermore, no information was given regarding
the assessment technique of SES. This limits the researchers’ knowledge of what
factors were weighted more heavily than others.

Gender bias. A limitation of this research is the potential gender bias in the
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sample utilised. Psychopathy research has shown that there are differences in the
prevalence and manifestation of psychopathic traits between men and women
[34]. The study does not solely focus on either males or females. Consequen-
tially, it captures the full spectrum of psychopathy and its association with of-
fences. However, roughly two-thirds of the sample were men, which means the
data is slightly skewed. Future research should try to maintain an even balance
between male and female participants by utilising stratified sampling as a collec-
tion measure. Consequentially, future research could provide a more compre-
hensive understanding of the relationship between psychopathy scores and
criminal behaviour.

Comorbidity. This study failed to investigate the potential impact of other
diagnoses and control factors on psychopathy assessments is of utmost impor-

anced picture of the individual’s
ing mental health disorders, such as

traits. These diso

often e overlapping features or behaviours with psy-

chopathy, making 6 disentangle their respective contributions. Future

his stidy found a significant association between criminal behaviour and psy-
athic traits. Offenders with index offences categorised as “other serious”
ere likelier to receive higher PCL-R scores than their counterparts “other ma-
jor” and “serious violence”. Several mechanisms may explain this correlation,
including emotional detachment, impulsivity, risk-taking behaviour, sensa-
tion-seeking tendencies, and manipulative skills associated with psychopathy.
Furthermore, it is essential to note that causation cannot be assumed, and the
relationship between criminal behaviour and psychopathy is complex and bidi-
rectional. Factors such as adverse childhood experiences, genetics, and social en-
vironments may also contribute to development of psychopathic traits and
criminal conduct. Therefore, understanding these relationships can inform in-
terventions and risk assessments for offenders with psychopathic tendencies,
potentially reducing criminal behaviour and improving rehabilitation outcomes.

Previous research on the relationship between SES and psychopathy has
yielded mixed findings. While some studies report a positive association between
lower SES and higher psychopathic traits, the current study did not find a statis-
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tically significant relationship between SES and PCL-R scores among offenders.
However, cultural, and societal factors, the complexity of measuring SES, and
the interplay of underlying personality traits may contribute to these varied re-
sults. Hence, it is crucial to consider the influence of diverse factors in under-
standing the link between SES and psychopathy, as individuals from all socio-
economic backgrounds can display a wide range of personality traits and behav-
iours. Moreover, psychopathy is a complex personality disorder influenced by a
combination of genetic, environmental, and individual factors. Therefore, cau-
tion is necessary when making assumptions about the relationship between SES
and psychopathic tendencies.

However, this study comes with a range of limitations, such as the lack of a
longitudinal research design, potential gender bias, and comorbidity. Hence,

refining methodolo-

gies and widening the scope internationally, )p more effective in-

terventions and policies to address psychopat pact.
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